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The church in Colossae was made up of young believers discovering what it meant to believe in Jesus 

Christ. Paul had not started the church, nor had he visited it, so his opening words (1:1–2:5) are both a 

prayer and an introduction of himself. Paul shares their sense of wonder and encourages them to 

explore the treasures of the gospel and live their lives accordingly (Wright).  

1:1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, 

NKJ 1: 2 To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ who are in Colosse: Grace to you and peace 

from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Paul addresses the believers in Colossae as saints, brethren, and as those who are in Christ. 

 

Christians are “saints,” or “holy ones.” The basic thought of holiness is to be set apart. 

 

As O’Brien says, 

 

Israel was God‘s holy people chosen by Him and appointed to His service. Having been brought 

into a covenant relationship with Him, Israel was to be a holy nation because He is holy. 

Christians are saints because of the new relationship they have been brought into by God 

through Jesus Christ. They are set apart for Him and His service; as the people of His own 

possession they are the called and elected community of the end time (O’Brien, 3). 

 

Thus, being “holy ones” has less to do with one’s character than with being selected by and belonging to 

God. However, by implication, those who are set apart are characterized by godly behavior. 

 

Brethren “reminds us that we are members of the same family and that we should adopt the attitudes 

and actions necessary to maintain our familial unity” (Moo, 77).   

 

These believers were “in Colossae” (Colosse), but more importantly, they were “in Christ.” “In Christ” 

describes their spiritual location. This expression along with the fuller expression “in Christ Jesus” occurs 

about 88 times in Paul’s writings and is used in a rich variety of ways. However, perhaps most 

importantly, it expresses a major concept rooted in Paul’s understanding of redemptive history. All 

people are born “in Adam”; they are part of his race and suffer the consequences of his actions. Christ is 

the originator of a new race and the ruler of a new realm. To be “in Christ” means we are no longer in 

Adam but are part of Christ’s kingdom, “the kingdom of God’s Son” (1:13). He is our head and we share 

in His experiences and destiny. In a nutshell, believers have been given a totally new reorientation to 

life.   

 

1:3 We give thanks to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, 

1:4 since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and the love which you have for all the saints; 

1:5 because of the hope laid up for you in heaven, of which you previously heard in the word 

of truth, the gospel 

Like other devout Jews, Paul probably had hours during the day dedicated to prayer—once in the 

morning, in the afternoon, and at night—so he was always praying for the churches. 
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Verses 4 and 5 tell us that he specifically thanked God for the faith, hope, and love that he heard that 

the Colossians were exhibiting. These are basic Christian virtues that appear elsewhere in his writings (1 

Cor. 13:13; 1 Thess. 1:3; 5:8). They were both signs of new life springing up in them and evidences of 

grace.   

 

Many people feel thankful, but fail to direct their thankfulness toward God; Paul clearly understood that 

every good gift is from God so his thankfulness was pointed Godward.    

 

Faith is not just belief for the sake of believing something, it is faith in Christ Jesus. In the context, they 

believed in the gospel, so their faith was both a personal trust in who Christ was and in what He did.  

 

Love is a sign of spiritual life, the mark of a Christian. Jesus said, “By this all men will know that you are 

My disciples, if you have love for one another” (Jn. 13:35). 

 

Hope is used in the Pauline letters to denote the act of hoping as well as the objective content of the 

hope. Hope is oriented to that which is unseen in the future, its content is defined in various ways: 

salvation, righteousness, resurrection, eternal life, and God’s glory (O’Brien, 11). 

 

The NAS connects verse 5 to the preceding verses with the prepositional phrase “because of hope.”  This 

accurately conveys the ambiguity of the Greek, but most commentators believe that Paul is saying that 

hope is the basis of love and faith. The NIV tries to paraphrase this idea by translating it as “the faith and 

love that spring from the hope.”   

 

The hope that forms a powerful motivation for faith and love is specifically the blessing that awaits us in 

the life to come; it is hope “laid up” (stored, reserved) for the believer in heaven where no power, 

human or otherwise, can touch it. Peter speaks of it as “an inheritance which is imperishable and 

undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you who are protected by the power of God 

through faith” (1 Pet. 1:4–5a). In Titus 1:2 our hope consists of eternal life. In 2 Timothy 4:8 Paul speaks 

of this hope in picturesque language, saying, “in the future there is laid up for me the crown of 

righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day.” “Though now hidden 

from men’s view that hope, which is centered on Christ himself, will finally be revealed when He is 

revealed” (O’Brien, 11,12). 

 

The clearer our image is of our future state and the more we long to enjoy the presence of our glorious 

Lord, the stronger our faith in Christ will be and the more loving toward others we will become. When 

Christians set their hearts with deep longing and strong confidence on these things it will change our 

lives in tangible ways. 

 

The Colossians heard of this hope “in the word of truth, the gospel.” The language is similar to Ephesians 

1:13: “In Him (Christ) you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. . .”  The 

gospel is a message that contains (or reveals) truth about our future hope. We would have no hope of 

heaven if it were not for the gospel that provides forgiveness of sin and reconciliation with God. 
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1:5 . . . the gospel 

1:6 which has come to you, just as in all the world also it is constantly bearing fruit and 

increasing, even as it has been doing in you also since the day you heard of it and understood 

the grace of God in truth; 

1:7 just as you learned it from Epaphras, our beloved fellow bond-servant, who is a faithful 

servant of Christ on our behalf, 

1:8 and he also informed us of your love in the Spirit. 

Verses 6–8 expand upon the gospel (1:5) and give us valuable insight into Paul’s understanding of how 

God’s grace through the gospel operates. 

 

Verse 6 is a little awkward, but Paul is making two basic comparisons between the Colossians’ 

experience and the experience of other Christians around the world. First, the gospel came to them in 

the same way that it has come to the rest of the world. Secondly, the gospel transformed their lives just 

as it does for everyone else who believes.  

 

The gospel “comes” to people through divine initiative; God is the one who reaches out to humanity 

with His saving power. And the gospel is spreading through the entire world, growing and producing 

fruit, just like Jesus pictures in the Parable of the Sower (Matt. 13).  Verses 6–7 also make it clear that 

the hearing and understanding the truth of the gospel come through divinely appointed means, namely, 

the preaching of the gospel. The church in Colossae learned the gospel from Epaphras. Preaching the 

truth of the gospel is the task of the evangelist. Romans 10:14 asks, “how are they to call on him in 

whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And 

how are they to hear without someone preaching?” 

 

These verses form the theological framework that help the Colossians understand what God has been 

doing in their lives. Without this framework their experiences could mislead them (Wright, 13, 14).  

 

The thoughts in Colossians 1 harken back to the Book of Genesis. Genesis 1 talks about creation. 

Colossians 1:15–18 talks about Christ as the Creator and all of history moving in the direction that He 

might be preeminent in everything. Genesis and Colossians also talk about fruitfulness.  In Genesis 1:28 

man and woman are told to “be fruitful and multiply.”  After the flood God tells Noah to “be fruitful and 

multiply” (Gen. 8:17; 9:1, 7). And later God promised that Abraham’s descendants would be fruitful and 

multiply (Gen. 12:1; 15:5; 17:20; 22:17; 26:4; 28:3; 32:12; 35:11). Colossians 1:6 speaks of the gospel 

“bearing fruit and increasing” and 1:10 of Christians bearing fruit. 

 

It is important to understand that the command to be fruitful and multiply was originally given to all 

people as a cultural mandate. Man was to multiply and rule over the world and subdue it. However, sin 

made mankind unfit to be mediatorial rulers for God. Thus, God decided to set a people apart from the 

rest of humanity to follow His will and fulfill His purposes.  

 

The Jewish nation believed that by God creating them as a new, holy people He would fulfill His 

purposes to the whole world. They would be fruitful and multiply and undo the effects of the sin of 

Adam. But Israel, like the rest of mankind, refused to submit to God’s will and glorify Him.  
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This leads us to the gospel, the next step in redemptive history. Paul says that the gospel is bearing fruit 

and increasing. It is through the gospel that God fulfills what He always intended to do—to sum up the 

old creation and to inaugurate a new creation in and through Christ (see notes on Col. 1:15–18).  

Through the preaching of the gospel God saves us and we become a new people. He sets us apart 

(makes us “holy ones” [saints]; 1:2) and Christ becomes our head (1:18). We are no longer in Adam; we 

are in Christ (1:2). Our life is hidden with Christ in God (3:3). We enter into His kingdom (1:13), are being 

conformed into His image (3:10) and bearing fruit that glorifies God (1:10).  Salvation is the process 

whereby God brings creation under Christ’s rule.    

 

The gospel has been at work in this way all over the world (1:6b), just as it has been at work in Colossae 

(1:6a), creating a holy people, a family of believers who love one another and carry out the will of God.  

 

When we stand back and look at this opening paragraph, we see that in one sense it is about the 

Colossians, but in another sense, it is about God. Through Paul’s thanksgiving he has begun to express 

what he wants the church to understand. In Christ, God is the Creator and Recreator of the world and of 

humanity. In Christ there is a new beginning, a new Genesis (Wright, 60).   

 

A Summary about Love in Colossians 1:1–8: 

 

First, love is public; it is visible to others. In both verse 4 and verse 8 Paul mentions the love that was 

present in the church in Colossae. Paul knew about their love because Epaphras had seen it and told him 

about it. Love is not just a feeling or words; it expresses itself in tangible, observable ways. 1 John 3:18 

says, “let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth.”  

 

Secondly, the hope of heaven is the basis of love. Verses 4–5a say, “we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus 

and the love which you have for all the saints; because of the hope laid up for you in heaven.” Our hope 

in the eternal blessings to come generates love within us. If we are more concerned with eternity than 

our personal pleasures, and our promotions at work, and our house and car, we will be loving toward 

people. It is not heavenly-mindedness that hinders love; it is worldly-mindedness. The love of money, 

leisure, comfort, and personal praise are the obstacles that prevent us from loving others.  

 

This means we must learn to set our minds on the things above. Colossians 3:1–2 says, “If then you have 

been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 

Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on the earth.” 

 

Thirdly, love is a fruit of the gospel. Verse 5 says that their hope was hope “which you previously heard 

in the word of truth, the gospel.” Hope that is found in the gospel is what produces love.  

 

In order to be more loving people we need to listen to and be absorbed in the gospel. 

 

Lastly, love is a fruit of the Spirit. In verses 7 and 8 Paul said that Epaphras had told them about the 

Colossian’s “love in the Spirit.” Galatians 5:22 says, “the fruit of the Spirit is love.” If you recall, Paul 

didn’t thank the Colossians for their love, he thanked God for their love (1:4) because he recognized that 

their love was produced by God. 
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If love is the fruit of the Holy Spirit, then we must walk by the Spirit in order to love. That is, we must 

rely upon the power of the Spirit if we are to have spiritual fruit in our lives.  

 

In conclusion, as we contemplate the gospel and rely on the supernatural work of the Holy Spirit, we 

should consciously transfer our affections off of the world and onto the hope laid up for us in heaven. 

And by the grace of God the result will be the visible fruit of love. 

 

• We will be more patient, more kind. 

• We will be less jealous, and boastful, and arrogant, and rude. 

• We will not just seek our own advancement but will strive to do to others what we would have 

them do to us. 

• We will not be so irritable. 

• We won’t be so prone to keep an account of wrongs or return evil for evil. 

• We will be inclined to bear all things and endure all things for the sake of others. 

 

More and more our whole lives will take on an other-directed spirit. And this love will transform us and 

our family and our church, and, as Jesus says, the world will see our good deeds and give glory to our 

Father in heaven (Mat. 5:16).  

 

There is no better evangelism in all the world than a church whose hope in God is so strong that they 

gladly deny themselves in order to love others. 


