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 The Deception of God in Thessalonians 2:11 

“God will send upon them a deluding influence so that they will believe what is false”                    

 

Does 2 Thessalonians 2:11 present God as the source of deception? If God actively deceives people then 

how can they be held accountable for their actions? Who can resist God?  If God deceives, wouldn’t that 

lead to the biblically untenable conclusion that God is a liar—since deception is at its core? Wouldn’t 

this also make God the author of sin? Because of these and other related questions, understanding 2 

Thessalonians 2:11 is critical. 

 

The following is from a paper written by Gregory H. Harris entitled “Does God Deceive? The ‘Deluding 

Influence’ of Second Thessalonians 2:11” (TMSJ 16/1 [Spring 2005] 73–9). Although much of his work is 

directly quoted below, for your ease of reading, portions have been heavily abridged or simplified. The 

unedited document can be found at https://www.tms.edu/m/tmsj16d.pdf (12/10/18). 

 

2:8 Then that lawless one will be revealed whom the Lord will slay with the breath of His 

mouth and bring to an end by the appearance of His coming; 

2:9 that is, the one whose coming is in accord with the activity of Satan, with all power and 

signs and false wonders, 

2:10 and with all the deception of wickedness for those who perish, because they did not 

receive the love of the truth so as to be saved. 

2:11 For this reason God will send upon them a deluding influence so that they will believe 

what is false, 

2:12 in order that they all may be judged who did not believe the truth, but took pleasure in 

wickedness. 

2:13 But we should always give thanks to God for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because 

God has chosen you from the beginning for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and 

faith in the truth. 

Preliminary Considerations Regarding Deception in the Bible 

pages 73–78 

From the earliest deception of Eve in Genesis 3 up through Satan’s final attempt to deceive the world in 

Revelation 20, deception has played a significant role in the history of man. It is fitting that Scripture 

presents Satan at both the first and last efforts to deceive mankind, because ultimately all religious 

deception is traceable to Satan, “the serpent of old . . . who deceives the whole world” (Rev 12:9).  

Deception, at its core, is a lie in place of the truth. The NT words repeatedly used for deception, plana,nw 

(planao) and apata,w (apatao), bear this out. The two words are used interchangeably throughout 

Scripture and seem to have no major distinction between them.  The verb plana,nw  is rendered “to 

cause to wander,” or “to lead astray, mislead by means of deception.” . . . The noun derivative 

“deception” (pla,nh, plane) appears in 2 Thessalonians 2:11 and means, “wandering from the path of 

truth, error, delusion, deceit, deception to which one is subject.”  

https://www.tms.edu/m/tmsj16d.pdf
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In the last days, specific agents of deception will be false Christs (Matt 24:4–5; Mark 13:5–6), false 

prophets (Matt 24:11; Mark 13:22), the Antichrist (Dan 8:25; 2 Thess. 2;10; 2 John 7), Satan (Rev 12:9; 

20:2–3, 7–8, 10), the false prophet (13:14; 19:20), Babylon (18:23), and in a completely different sense 

to be discussed below, God (2 Thess. 2:11).  

Some Initial Observations of 2 Thessalonians 2:11  

pages 75–78 

 

1. God sends the deluding influence. The “deluding influence” is not a by-product of some previous 

action; that is, it is not merely the result of related events; it is sent. In other words, this should not be 

understood as the “permissiveness of God.”  There is “not merely a passive acquiescence in wrong-

doing, but an active forwarding of evil” (Morris, 134). 

2.  For God to send some element of deception is not exactly equivalent to God actively deceiving. He 

sends someone or something which deceives; He Himself is not named as the deceiver.  

3.  The delusion will occur at an unprecedented period of God’s judgment on earth with many unique 

events.  Consequently, establishing a precise definition for the deluding influence by either historical or 

present analogies may not be possible, since no historical situation is directly comparable. 

4. The judicial nature of the deluding influence is something clearly attested in 2 Thessalonians 2:12 as 

developed below. 

Biblical Examples of God’s Use of Deception as a Means of Judgment 

pages 78–85 

1. 1 Kings 22:22 (pages 79–81) 

1 Kings 22:22 is the initial biblical account that associates God’s use of deception to suit His purpose. 

Here God instructs a spirit to deceive the false prophets of King Ahab. 

At the time 1 Kings 22 was written, the nation of Israel was divided. The northern kingdom (Israel) was 

being ruled by King Ahab and the southern kingdom (Judah) by King Jehoshaphat.  

Contextual factors in 1 Kings 22 help to understand the occasion when God employed deception to 

accomplish His purpose. 1 Kings 22 records the encounter of Micaiah the prophet as he stood against 

kings Ahab and Jehoshaphat and their prophets. The pending issue was Syria’s possession of Ramoth 

Gilead, a town Ahab felt rightly belonged to Israel. Before going into battle to recapture the city, 

Jehoshaphat requested that an inquiry be made of the LORD (22:5). Ahab gathered approximately four 

hundred prophets before him, all of whom counseled going into battle, assuring the kings, “the LORD 

will give it into the hand of the king” (22:6, 11–12). 

Despite the unanimity of the prophets’ decree, Jehoshaphat was not convinced. Instead he asked, “Is 

there not yet a prophet of the LORD here, that we may inquire of him?” (22:7). Ahab summoned 

Micaiah, who was asked by the messenger to speak favorably to the king (22:13). Micaiah’s response 
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establishes a crucial aspect in understanding the deception that will follow. In 1 Kgs 22:14 Micaiah 

declared, “As the LORD lives, what the LORD says to me, that I will speak.” When asked by the king 

concerning the pending attack, Micaiah mockingly responded by mimicking the prophets, telling Ahab to 

go to battle because the LORD will give victory to the king (22:15). Something in the prophet’s demeanor 

must have reflected his sarcasm. Ahab readily recognized Micaiah’s insincerity, issuing a second crucial 

injunction that dramatically changes the course of the conversation. The king chastened Micaiah, saying, 

“How many times must I adjure you to speak to me nothing but the truth in the name of the LORD” 

(22:16)? Thus, the core issue comes to the forefront: who speaks for God, or, more precisely, what is the 

truth of God?  That two distinct sides existed who both made claim to speaking divine truth is 

foundational in understanding God’s upcoming use of deception. Both sources of “truth” could not be 

correct; neither could both opposing factions speak for God. One or both were false. 

After prophesying that the attack would end in certain defeat and destruction, Micaiah told of what God 

had revealed to him in 1 Kgs 22:19–23: “Therefore, hear the word of the LORD. I saw the LORD sitting on 

His throne, and all the host of heaven standing by Him on His right hand and on His left. And the LORD 

said, ‘Who will entice Ahab to go up and fall at Ramoth Gilead?’ And one said this while another said 

that. Then a spirit came forward and stood before the LORD and said, ‘I will entice him.’ And the LORD 

said to him, ‘How?’ And He said, ‘I will go out and be a deceiving spirit in the mouth of all his prophets.’ 

Then He said, ‘You are to entice him and also prevail. Go and do so.’ Now therefore, behold, the LORD 

has put a deceiving spirit in the mouth of all these your prophets, and the LORD has proclaimed disaster 

against you.”  

God’s sending of a deceiving spirit may surprise some, but other factors are relevant.   

A. First, it is difficult to call God a liar or deceiver when He announced before Ahab went to battle 

that a deceiving spirit had been placed in the mouths of all his prophets and that certain defeat 

awaited Ahab.   

B. Second, God sent a spirit to counsel Ahab to take the wrong course of action Ahab had already 

decided to take. God did not lure Ahab into sin, nor did God entice him to change his intentions. 

Simply put, God did not lead Ahab into sin. Ahab had already determined what he intended to 

do; he was simply looking for religious permission to pursue his own course of action, and even 

that permission came only because of the request of Jehoshaphat. Nothing—including God’s 

specific revelation whereby He had proclaimed disaster against Ahab (22:23, 28)—would deter 

him. 

A sequential development occurs in the broader context of 1 Kings 22, especially in reference to divine 

truth. In addition to the revelatory truth of the OT up to that time, God also set forth His truth by means 

of Elijah (1 Kings 17), and His other true prophets (19:10, 14), including Micaiah (22:13–28). Ahab 

rejected God’s truth and ultimately became responsible for the deaths of the majority of God’s prophets 

(19:10, 14). Ahab replaced God’s revealed truth with “another truth” by erecting an altar to worship 

Baal (16:31–32), making the Asherah (18:19), as well as giving place to the hundreds of false prophets 

associated with these false gods. The four hundred false prophets also replaced God’s truth when they 

traced their message to the true God of Israel (22:11–12). Ahab did not believe God’s revealed truth, but 
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instead readily accepted multiple sources of falsehood. Ironically, God then used “other truth” Ahab had 

chosen as a means of judgment against him. Despite his disguise and precautions, Ahab died in battle, 

true to the prophetic word of the LORD through the prophet Micaiah (22:29–38). 

2. Ezekiel 14:9 (pages 81–83) 

Another OT passage associates God with deception as a means of judgment. 

In Ezekiel 14:9 God promised, “And if the prophet is deceived and speaks a word, I, the LORD, have 

deceived that prophet, and I will stretch out my hand against him and will destroy him from the midst of 

my people Israel.”  

As with 1 Kings 22, events leading up to this verse are relevant in understanding this second instance of 

God’s use of deception. In the fifth year of King Jehoiachin’s exile the word of the LORD came to Ezekiel 

(Ezek. 1:1–3). This is important since the one who spoke for God will again be a major consideration of 

the pending deception. Ezekiel had repeatedly prophesied that God would judge His people for their 

rebellion against Him. Many Jews, both in Israel and Babylon, rejected Ezekiel’s prophecies. The lack or 

slowness of God’s action became a derisive proverb throughout the land: “The days grow long, and 

every vision comes to nothing” (12:22). However, the failure was about to change quickly. In 12:23b–25 

God instructed Ezekiel to inform the nation, “Thus says the Lord GOD, ‘I will make this proverb cease so 

that they will no longer use it as a proverb in Israel.’ But tell them, ‘The days draw near as well as the 

fulfillment of every vision. For there will no longer be any false vision or flattering divination within the 

house of Israel. For I the LORD shall speak, and whatever the word I speak will be performed. It will no 

longer be delayed, for in your days, O rebellious house, I shall speak the word and perform it,’ declares 

the Lord GOD.”   

God not only set forth His truth of pending judgment, He also identified and denounced the false 

prophets of Israel whom the people foolishly respected and revered. God revealed that such false 

prophets prophesied from their own inspiration, even though they presented their message as 

originating with Him (13:2). God renounced them, declaring, “Woe to the foolish prophets who are 

following their own spirit and have seen nothing” (13:3). Further, “Their visions are false and their 

divinations a lie. They say, ‘The LORD declares,’ when the LORD has not sent them; yet they expect their 

words to be fulfilled.” (13:6). God declared His open and active opposition against such lying prophets 

who misled His people (13:8–10a), as He promised certain wrath and destruction against them (13:10b–

16).  . .  . In keeping with His earlier promise of immediate action, God pronounced judgment on such 

false prophets (13:23a). The culminating result would be, “Thus you will know that I am the LORD” 

(13:23b). As in 1 Kings 22, God openly presented His truth as well as exposed the source of falsehood. 

Anyone who then chose to ignore God’s Word and instead replaced it with “another truth,” such as the 

teachings of the false prophets, stood in active, deliberate opposition to God and would receive the just 

consequences of rebellious actions.  . .   God exposed both the lie and the liars by His truth.  

God’s enticing or deceiving by means of false prophets in Ezekiel 14:9 occurs in this context. Having 

concluded his previous prophecy, Ezekiel was approached by some of the elders of Israel (14:1). God 

identified the intentions of their heart by saying, “Son of man, these men have set up idols in their 
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hearts and put wicked stumbling blocks before their faces. Should I let them inquire of me at all?” (14:3). 

Having previously denounced the false prophets and having warned the nation that He opposed them—

for one who would nonetheless approach the LORD to inquire by a prophet—God promised, “I the LORD 

will answer him myself in keeping with his great idolatry” (14:4b).  

God strongly admonished the participants to repent and turn away from their idols (14:6), repeating His 

warning that He Himself would answer when one seeks inquiry by a false prophet (14:7). As with His 

pronouncement against Ahab long before, God forewarned what the outcome would be: He will set His 

face against that man and destroy him (14:8a). Just as with His warning in 13:23, God affirmed when 

such judgment transpired, “So you will know that I am the LORD” (14:8b). 

In spite of such specific warnings about the consequences of seeking the counsel of false prophets, some 

would nonetheless totally disregard God’s word. To these God declared, “And if a prophet is deceived 

and gives a message anyway, it is because I, the LORD, have deceived that prophet. I will stand against 

such prophets and cut them off from the community of Israel” (14:9). Stated in clear and distinct terms, 

God promised wrathful judgment on both parties: “They will bear their guilt-- the prophet will be as 

guilty as the one who consults him” (14:10). Such a pronouncement against both inquirer and false 

prophet merely expands the pronouncement of God previously made in singling out Ahab for 

destruction; the core issues are identical. 

When a false prophet is enticed into compromising with idolaters, the LORD will deceive him as a means 

of judgment. Instead of light, those who aligned themselves with evil would receive darkness; instead of 

life they would choose death. In a pattern analogous to 1 Kings 22, God addressed those who would yet 

choose to rebel against Him and seek the word of false prophets. As with the prophetic announcement of 

Ahab’s doom, God announced beforehand what would result. No deception occurred in either the 

identity of those who prophesied falsely or in any question of the outcome for those who, in spite of the 

strong warnings, would still seek such false prophets. In addition to this, God did not deceive by hiding 

truth. Neither could it be argued that God led anyone into sin. As was true for Ahab, those of Ezekiel’s 

day who refused God’s warning and chose instead to consort with false prophets continued in the 

inclination of their own sinful heart already established. Such individuals would also seek the false 

prophet even after specifically forewarned by God not to do so. Similar to Ahab, what they used to 

replace God’s truth would eventually become the instrument of judgment God would use against them. 

If a false prophet in Ezekiel’s day received a word to give an idolater, it would be a deceptive word from 

God that would destroy both false prophet and idolater.  The people were forewarned by God. Their 

choice lay in whom they would believe, the true or the false, a choice that would result in good or bad 

consequences. 

3. Romans 1:1–32 (pages 83–85) 

A third Scripture may contain factors relevant to the deluding influence God of 2 Thessalonians 2:11, but 

it differs from the two OT passages cited.  
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o Romans 1 does not present God as actively sending any means of deception to accomplish His 

purpose. Instead the text presents the judicial standard according to which God turns over those 

who devolve from blatant sin into an even deeper bondage of sin.  

o Another notable difference in Romans 1 versus the Kings and Ezekiel accounts is that it exposes 

no hidden spiritual agents, such as false prophets who present themselves as speaking divine 

truth.  

However, in spite of differences, some core similarities between Romans 1 and the two OT examples 

can be seen. As with 1 Kings 22 and Ezekiel 14, God’s judicious use of one’s choice is evident. God sets 

forth His truth, in this case clearly seen general revelation that a creator exists (Rom 1:19–20), so that 

those who view it are without excuse. They reject God’s truth by suppressing it (1:18), and turn instead 

to futile speculation (1:21). In essence they exchange “the glory of the incorruptible God for an image in 

the form of corruptible man and of birds and four-footed animals and crawling creatures” (1:23). 

Because of their previous rejection of God’s truth, God intervenes and pronounces His threefold 

judgment against them. God gives such people over to the lusts of their hearts and impurity (1:24), to 

degrading passions (1:26), and to a depraved mind to do those things which are not proper (1:28). As 

with 1 Kings 22 and Ezekiel 14, God does not lead people into sin, but instead uses the determined course 

the unrighteous choose as a means of judgment against them. As with the two previous OT accounts, 

those referred to in Romans 1 replace God’s truth with something else, namely, “they exchanged the 

truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator” (1:25). Such 

action opens the way for additional sin which, unless repentance occurs, ultimately culminates in God’s 

judgment (1:18; 2:2, 5). In keeping with the two previous accounts, God openly declares His pending 

judgment for such a course of action. 

It has been demonstrated from 1 Kings 22 and Ezekiel 14, and to a limited degree from Romans 1, that 

under certain circumstances God may use deception to accomplish His judgment.  

Consistencies between the three accounts emerge.  

o God’s use of deception is never impulsive or without reason, but rather is reserved for those 

who blatantly turn away from His declared truth and replace it with something or someone they 

deem truthful.  

o In each case an open rejection of God and rebellion against Him occurs after He has revealed His 

truth.  

o In the two OT examples where God actively employed deception as a means of judgment, God 

initially exposed and identified the source of falsehood before sending His judgment. He further 

forewarned of the severe repercussions that would certainly follow for anyone who chose to 

align himself or herself with the exposed agents of evil. No charge of deception against God is 

appropriate.  

o The absence of faith and obedience rather than ignorance or innocence played a substantial 

part in those who would be deceived. Anyone who chose a course of rebellion had their 

wrathful doom announced beforehand. 
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Divine Judgment in Deception 

Pages 85–89 

Divine judgment of the rebellious who spurned God’s revealed truth is at the heart of God’s deception in 

1 Kings and Ezekiel. The same will be true for God’s use of deception during the day of the Lord. During 

this time God will send the deluding influence with the express purpose of judging unbelievers for 

accepting the lie instead of God’s truth (2 Thess. 2:11–12). An examination of relevant factors in 2 

Thessalonians 2 and how they resemble or differ from the two OT accounts of God’s use of deception 

will provide clarification. 

As was true when God announced beforehand that He would use deception, 2 Thessalonians also 

exposes what is false by comparing it with what is true.  

In 2 Thessalonians 2:3 Paul warns, “Let no one deceive you in any way.” Then Paul exposed falsehood by 

detailing attributes and activities of the man of lawlessness. The expression, “man of lawlessness,” 

indicates his intrinsic character; it is not merely his title or name. Lawlessness will be evident in all he 

does since it will be of his innate nature to live that way.  

In 1 Kings 22 and Ezekiel 14, God exposed falsehood by setting forth His truth. He does so in 2 

Thessalonians 2 as well.  Before his demise at the return of Christ, Antichrist will enticingly deceive the 

totality of unredeemed humanity. Paul presents the Antichrist’s advent as being in accord with “the 

activity of Satan,” explaining that he will come “with all the deception of wickedness” (2:10). Herein is 

the heart or core of deception, namely, Satan. He is the agent of deception—not God. . . . Satan will 

deceive the world at large so they will gladly accept the claims of Antichrist. Yet unbelievers will be held 

accountable for allowing themselves to be deceived, as Findlay observes: The dupes of Antichrist are 

treated after their kind; as they would not love truth, they shall not have truth, lies must be their 

portion. . . .  

The activity of the Antichrist will be of such nature that it will be awe-inspiring and humanly 

unexplainable.  However, despite his superior power on a human or satanic level, his promised demise 

has already been pronounced (2:8). With truth exposing falsehood, the only real issue is whom one will 

believe. Consequently, those who reject God’s truth will perish, as will the one whom they follow (2:10). 

As in Ezekiel 13–14 and 1 Kings 22, when God demonstrated His mercy by warning those endorsing the 

lie, the same grace is offered here. Those forewarned could substitute salvation for perishing through 

accepting the love of the truth (2:10b). However, most will adamantly reject God’s grace and forgiveness 

extended to them, bringing divine judgment on themselves as a consequence of their action. Rejection 

of the truth of God leads to the same damnation promised for the man of lawlessness, as God will hold 

his followers culpable for the choice they make. 
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A final element to consider is the substance or heart of their deception. Paul indicates the deluding 

influence God will send will be for the express purpose “so that they might believe what is false” (2 

Thess. 2:11). “What is false” is rather a loose translation. Paul stated the unbelieving world at large will 

accept a specific lie, namely “the lie,” not lies in general. The “lie” they believe is the lie of Antichrist 

displaying himself as being God. In other words, the truth and the lie could not be in starker contrast. 

The truth of the Gospel is rejected and exchanged for the lie that Antichrist is God.  

With these factors in mind, attention turns to the deluding influence of 2 Thessalonians 2:11. In 

harmony with 1 Kings 22 and Ezekiel 14, what is deemed as the truth ultimately becomes a means of 

judgment against the participants. However, this will not be the normal consequences of sin, but rather 

God actively sending judgment on those who reject His truth. As was true with Ahab and as with those 

who would inquire of a false prophet in Ezekiel’s day, God will lead no one into sin. Instead He will 

employ the agents of sin, whom the unredeemed have already welcomed, as agents of judgment and 

destruction against them. After the unregenerate choose the lie over the truth, God will respond by 

sending the deluding influence so that they will believe the lie they have already chosen even more.  

Defining the “Deluding Influence” of 2 Thessalonians  2:11 

pages 89–92 

Obviously, God will send the deluding influence as a means of judgment against the unredeemed, but 

determining precisely the substance of this expression is difficult, perhaps even impossible. 

Consequently, approaches to establishing a definition vary.  

“Influence” (evne,rgeian—energeian)  occurs only eight times in Scripture; all eight are found in Paul’s 

epistles. Every instance but one refers in some way to the active, supernatural working of God. For 

instance, it refers to the efficacious power of God by which He raised Jesus Christ from the dead (Eph. 

1:19; Col 2:12), the exertion of Christ’s power to subject all things to Himself (Phil. 3:21), the equipping 

of the apostles for their office (Eph.3:7; Col 1:29), and to the divinely ordained working of each part of 

the body of Christ (Eph. 4:16). The only other uses of influence refer to the man of lawlessness, coming 

with “activity (evne,rgeian—energeian)  of Satan” (2 Thess. 2:9) and the deluding influence sent by God 

(2:11). In each case, supernatural activity is present, and in each case, except for 2 Thessalonians  2:9, 

reference is made to God’s divine working.   

The word “deluding” (pla,nhj—planes) could be translated, “a working that enhances and develops 

error” or “a working that energizes deception,” as evidenced in the clause which follows; “that they 

might believe what is false.”  God will work actively to enhance the lie of the Antichrist to its fullest 

measure to make it irresistible to rebellious humanity.  The lie which unbelievers will welcome will 

become one that they cannot help but believe; they will be unable to resist obeying the Antichrist to 

whom they have previously committed themselves.  Once more, this is not a matter of God deceiving, 

but rather of God using the lie the followers of the Antichrist have already chosen.  . .  He will send an 

energized work that will allow deception to manifest itself to its fullest capacity. 

In light of those considerations, the deluding influence sent by God appears to be God’s creating the 

environment by which evil can manifest itself to its fullest capacity, allowing satanic power and works of 
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such magnitude as not previously permitted by God. The deluding influence may be similar to God 

expanding Satan’s realm of operation under Job, but with an intensified form beyond this because of 

factors related to the word “influence” and the impossibility of survival unless God limits its duration 

(Matt 24:21–22). . .  The man of lawlessness will support his claims of deity with miraculous works and 

with the full activity of Satan, creating the delusion that he is God. Not only will God not hinder or limit 

his earthly realm of operation, but He will also “energize” the deception so as to extend it beyond any 

human explanation and cause the entire world to marvel. The deluding influence will confer judgment 

on those who do not believe the truth, but take pleasure in wickedness, and the wickedness in which 

they will take pleasure will ultimately become an avenue of their judgment. 

Summary and Conclusion 

pages 92–93 

God’s sending of the deluding influence in 2 Thessalonians 2:11 is a major aspect of the judgment to 

come upon the unredeemed. Though unparalleled to any of God’s previous work, the framework of the 

deluding influence is virtually identical with two occasions when God used deception to accomplish His 

will. In 1 Kings 22 and Ezekiel 14, God employed deception as a means of judgment. However, before 

judgment, He openly presented His truth to the people, even announcing beforehand what would 

transpire. 2 Thessalonians 2:10 demonstrates that the same is true during the Tribulation. The recipients 

of the deluding influence will know at least the content of the Gospel. Lack of access to God’s truth will 

play no role in their judgment. Similar to God’s warning in 1 Kings 22 and Ezekiel 14, God shows His 

grace in exposing the lies by means of truth, long before the advent of the man of lawlessness. God also 

establishes a means by which one may avoid the worldwide deception. 

A second similarity to 1 Kings 22 and Ezekiel 14 is that God’s sending of the deluding influence is upon 

those who have already rejected God and are following “another truth,” a “truth” identified as satanic 

falsehoods. 2 Thessalonians 2:10 states that such people will perish because they did “not receive the 

love of the truth to be saved.” Lack of warning plays no part in their sinful reception of the man of 

lawlessness. Their volitional decision is further seen in that they will not believe the truth, but instead 

will take pleasure in wickedness; that is, the specific wickedness associated with the lie of 2:4. In 

addition to this, the recipients of the deluding influence will refuse to believe the truth (2 Thess. 2:10b), 

which again shows they will understand to a degree what comprises the truth. 

Consequently, their status can best be described as “those who perish” (2:10a), even though the 

culmination of their judgment is still future. Another similarity in these accounts is merely a logical step 

in the process.  

Does God Deceive?  

With God’s truth available and having summarily been rejected, “another truth” must take its place. As 

with the other accounts, God will use what (or who) the people will choose as a means of judgment 

against them. God will send the deluding influence with the express purpose “that they may believe the 

lie,” the very embodiment of the lie they have chosen to replace the truth of God. As in 1 Kings 22, 

Ezekiel 14, and Romans 1, God will not lead such people into sin. They will reject God’s truth and pursue 
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the agents of sin. They will receive the lie and worship the one who sits in the temple of God, displaying 

himself as God (2:4). God’s goal in sending the deluding influence is clearly stated: “in order that they all 

may be judged who did not believe the truth, but took pleasure in wickedness” (2 Thess. 2:12). In Ezekiel 

14:9 the prophet and the one who sought after him would share the same fate. The same will be true 

for those who reject the truth of God and receive the lie of the Tribulation. They will experience not only 

physical death (2 Thess. 2:8; Rev. 19:20), but ultimately will share eternal torment in the lake of fire 

(Rev. 19:20; 20:10, 15). As with the OT accounts cited, people of the Tribulation stand forewarned of the 

deception before it occurs, and will be held accountable before God for their own deception.  


