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SLAVES 

 

6:1 All who are under the yoke as slaves are to regard their own masters as worthy of all honor so 

that the name of God and our doctrine will not be spoken against.  

6:2 Those who have believers as their masters must not be disrespectful to them because they are 

brethren, but must serve them all the more, because those who partake of the benefit are believers 

and beloved. Teach and preach these principles. 

 

Paul now gives directions regarding a third social relationship in the church where honor is demanded: the 

relationship of a slave to his master. 

 

Slavery is not demeaning when it is given voluntarily. Jesus called himself a servant (Mk. 10:45; cf. Phil. 2:7), 

and told his disciples to be slaves to all (Mk. 9:35). What is degrading is when one human being is forcibly 

owned by another and robbed of all freedom. Slaves were considered to be another person's property so 

that they could be bought and sold at will; their labor was obtained by force. 

 

People often wonder why Paul or Jesus did not speak against this horrible abomination.  

 

The Bible does speak of slavery being wrong. In 1 Timothy 1:10, Paul referred to slave traders (kidnappers - 

NAS) as contrary to God's law. Likewise, in his letters to the Ephesians and Colossians he showed that slavery 

was a breach of the gospel (Eph. 6:9; Col. 4:1). When one becomes a Christian the relationship between slave 

and master is also a relationship as brothers (Phm. 16; 1 Tim. 6:2). In Galatians 3:26, Paul says there is neither 

slave nor free, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 

 

Nevertheless, at that time, slaves and laborers were essential for society. If slavery ended, it is said that the 

society would've collapsed. Although slavery was a great evil, it was dealt with as a fact of life. The main 

concern in the Bible is not to address and correct all the sinful acts of society (for society apart from God will 

continually practice a multitude of evils), but to teach Christians that God controls government (Ro. 13:1; 

Prov. 21:1) and believers were called to live out their Christianity in whatever circumstances they were in, 

even if they were slaves. Thus, Paul tells slaves to honor their masters regardless of how they were treated so 

that the name of God and Christian doctrine would not be spoken against (cf. 1 Pet. 2:18-24). There is a 

greater calling than trying to acquire one's own freedom; it is the calling to glorify God in one's life. 

 

Specifically, in 6:2, Paul says that slaves are not to be disrespectful to their masters because they were 

brothers in Christ. Evidently, some slaves were guilty of taking advantage of their master’s Christian faith. But 

their thinking was askew; they should serve their masters even more wholeheartedly knowing that they were 

Christians, as well. 

Sharing a common faith should be a stimulus to service, not a disincentive. 

 

It is the duty of Christians to honor people whom God has said should be honored. Romans 13:7 says, “Pay to 

all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to 

whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed.” 
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In Romans 12:10, God tells us "to give preference to one another in honor." Peter says in 1 Peter 2:17, 

“Honor all people.” Every human being is worthy of honor because every human being has been made in the 

image of God. At the same time, there is an order within society, family, and the church that has been 

established by God and should be respected by every believer. Parents (Exo. 20:12; Deut. 5:16; Eph. 6:2), 

widows (1 Tim. 5:3), kings (1 Pet. 2:17), church leaders (1 Tim. 5:13), masters (1 Tim. 6:1 – employers in our 

case), the aged (Lev. 19:32), and others should be given the honor due them for they have been placed in 

those positions by God. 

6:3 If anyone advocates a different doctrine and does not agree with sound words, those of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, and with the doctrine conforming to godliness, 

6:4 he is conceited and understands nothing; but he has a morbid interest in controversial 

questions and disputes about words, out of which arise envy, strife, abusive language, evil 

suspicions, 

6:5 and constant friction between men of depraved mind and deprived of the truth, who suppose 

that godliness is a means of gain. 

In Chapter 6, Paul implies that there is a standard Christian doctrine. He calls it teaching (6:3), sound 

instruction (6:3), the truth (6:5), the faith (6:10, 12, 21), the command (6:14), and what has been entrusted 

(6:20). 

Since the inception of the church there have been false teachers who have turned aside and deviated from 

the truth.  

The false teachers do not agree with the sound words of our Lord Jesus Christ. Paul could be referring to the 

words recorded in the gospels that Jesus actually spoke, or he could be speaking of the words that he 

received from Christ as an apostle. The latter is more probable since Paul's emphasis is on the fact that the 

false teachers have abandoned the apostolic teaching that Paul is propounding. 

Apostolic teaching is called “sound,” or "healthy" words. The gospel in itself is health-promoting and imparts 

spiritual well-being to all who believe in it. It is doctrine conforming to godliness (cf. Titus 1:1). 

 

"Here are two essential marks of sound teaching. It comes from Christ and it promotes godliness" (Stott, 147). 

Therefore, if anyone disagrees with this he doesn't understand anything and is conceited (v.4). 

The false teachers had a morbid interest in controversial questions and disputes about words. In 1 Timothy 

1:4, Paul said that their interests were in “myths and endless genealogies, which give rise to mere speculation 

rather than furthering the administration of God which is by faith.” The word "morbid" (6:4) in the Greek 

literally means "being sick" and contrasts the word "healthy" (“sound” – NAS) in the previous verse. Their 

interest in controversial questions is “a preoccupation with pseudo-intellectual theorizing" (cf. 1:4, 6; 2 Tim. 

2:23–25; Titus 3:9; Kelly, 134) and do not promote spiritual health. The false teachers stir up envy, strife, 

abusive language, evil suspicions, and constant friction (vv. 4, 5); they cause divisions in the church, quarrels, 

and the breakdown of relationships between people. Paul says these men are depraved of mind and deprived 

of the truth.  They wanted to be teachers of the Law, even though they did not understand either what they 

were saying or the matters about which they made confident assertions (1 Tim. 1:7). They also saw 

godliness as a means of financial gain (6:5).   
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6:6 But godliness actually is a means of great gain when accompanied by contentment. 

"The very notion that godliness could be a means of gain sounds preposterous. Yet Paul's way of 

undermining it is not to contradict it but to confirm it. 'In an elegant manner and with an ironical turn he 

quickly throws back at his opponents the same words with the opposite meaning.' Godliness is gain, 

even great gain, providing you mean spiritual gain, not financial, and providing you add contentment. 

Paul is echoing his earlier statement that godliness has value for all things, bringing blessings for both 

this life and the next (4:8)" (Stott, 149). 

A content spirit is a spirit that recognizes that God owes us nothing, that all we have is a gift from Him, and 

that God has the freedom and the right to give more to some than others; therefore, we should be satisfied 

with whatever we have.  In other words, the first reason Christians can be content is because we recognize 

that God is the One who gives to us what we have; He has determined to give us what is best for us and what 

will glorify Him most. That brings joy.  

John Piper in a message on this passage gives other reasons why Christians can be content as well. He states: 

1) Because when you have God near you and for you, you don't need extra money or extra things to 

give you peace and security. Hebrews 13:5-6 says, “Keep your life free from the love of money. Be 

content with what you have. For he has said, ’I will never fail you nor forsake you.’ Hence we can 

confidently say, ‘The Lord is my helper, I will not be afraid; what can man do to me?’" 

2) We can be content with the necessities of life because the deepest, most satisfying delights God 

gives us through creation are free gifts from nature and loving relationships with people. After your 

basic needs are met, money begins to diminish your capacity for these pleasures rather than 

increase them. Buying things contributes absolutely nothing to the heart's capacity for joy. 

Godliness that overcomes the craving for material wealth produces great spiritual wealth. Paul said in 

Philippians 4:11-13, “I have learned to be content in whatever circumstances I am.  I know how to get along 

with humble means, and I also know how to live in prosperity; in any and every circumstance I have learned 

the secret of being filled and going hungry, both of having abundance and suffering need.  I can do all things 

through Him who strengthens me.” Paul’s secret in contentment was in relying on the strength that Christ 

gave him. “True Christianity provides the contentment that each individual must appropriate” (Knight, 253). 

That’s why Paul said, “I have learned to be content.”  Godliness can be a means of great gain for it gives the 

power to be content in this world, and “holds promise for the present life and also for the life to come” (1 

Tim 4:8). 

6:7 For we have brought nothing into the world, so we cannot take anything out of it either. 

6:8 If we have food and covering, with these we shall be content. 

 

Paul argues the case for contentment from the fundamental human experience that we have brought 

nothing into the world and we can take nothing out of the world either. Stott comments, "Here is Job's 

version of it: 'Naked I came from my mother's womb, and naked I shall depart.' That is, we are born naked 

and penniless, and when we die and are buried we are naked and penniless again.  In respect of earthly 
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possessions, our entry and our exit are identical. So our life on earth is a brief pilgrimage between two 

moments of nakedness. We brought nothing with us and we can take nothing away with us" (Stott, 150). 

Greed makes no sense at all; the false teachers’ desire for material gain was foolishness. 

 

How is godliness gain? It is gain because “godliness (not anything else) is profitable for all things, since it 

holds promise for the present life and also for the life to come” (1 Tim 4:8). 

 

It should be noticed that Paul is not advocating asceticism but contentment in place of materialism and 

covetousness. Basic necessities for life are few – food and clothing. 

 

6:9 But those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare and many foolish and harmful 

desires which plunge men into ruin and destruction. 

6:10 For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered 

away from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. 

 

The love of money is a form of covetousness, and Paul says in Colossians 3:5 that covetousness is 

idolatry. "Put to death what is earthly in you: immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and 

covetousness which is idolatry." Idolatry is the pursuit of gratification or satisfaction in something other 

than God. When contentment with God decreases, the longing for other things increases. Jesus said in 

John 6:35, "I am the bread of life; he who comes to me shall never hunger, and he who believes in me 

shall never thirst." In other words, Jesus satisfies the thirst of one’s soul and hunger of one’s heart. To 

seek to satisfy one’s soul apart from Him is foolishness. In sum, idolatry is the belief that there is 

something that brings greater satisfaction than God.  That’s why contentment in what we have is so 

important. When our contentment in God decreases, our pursuit of other gods increases. 

The Bible is full of warnings about the folly of pursuing riches: 

 

 Ecclesiastes 5:10:  He who loves money will not be satisfied with money, nor he who loves 

abundance with its income. This, too, is vanity. 

 Psalm 49:10:  The stupid and the senseless alike perish and leave their wealth to others. 

 Psalm 49:16-17:  Do not be afraid when a man becomes rich, when the glory of his house is 

increased;  for when he dies he will carry nothing away; his glory will not descend after him. 

 Luke 12:15:  Beware, and be on your guard against every form of greed; for not even when one 

has an abundance does his life consist of his possessions. 

 

Covetousness leads to temptation. “Those who want to get rich fall into temptation,” Paul says. People who 

love riches “do to themselves what they pray God will never do to them: they lead themselves into 

temptation, indeed into multiple temptations like dishonesty and theft" (Stott, 152). 

 

Covetousness destroys the soul. “Ruin and destruction” describe the end results of the pursuit of wealth. In 

Mark 4:1–20, in the Parable of the Sower Jesus said that some seed fell among thorns and the thorns grew up 

and choked the seed. He then interpreted it as saying that the seed is the word of God, and the soils 

represent the reception of the word by different human hearts. Some seed fell among thorns and the thorns 
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choked out the life of the seed: "the cares of the world, and the delight in riches, and the desire for other 

things, enter in and choke the word, and it proves unfruitful." As Jesus said, you cannot love God and 

mammon. 

 

Covetousness gives rise to many other sins. "Of course greed is itself a desire, selfish and even idolatrous, but 

it breeds other desires. For money is a drug, and covetousness a drug addiction. The more you have, the 

more you want. Yet these further desires are foolish (they cannot be rationally defended) and harmful (they 

captivate and do not liberate the human spirit). As Schopenhauer said, 'Gold is like sea water – the more one 

drinks of it, the thirstier one becomes'" (Stott, 152). 

 

The love of money is a root of all sorts of evil. The list of evils that is associated with riches is long and 

includes cheating, fraud, perjury, robbery, coveting, hatred, perversions of justice, pornography, blackmail, 

exploitation of the weak, neglect of good causes, betrayal of friends, and numerous other sins. Some have 

wandered away from the faith because of their love of money;  

 

Lastly, Paul says that the love of money results in piercing oneself with many griefs. Worry, remorse, the 

pains of not having a clear conscience, and dissatisfaction with life are a few. 

 

Ironically, those who have their hearts set on gaining everything, gain nothing; their life ends in a total loss.  

Jesus said, "What does it profit a man to gain the whole world and forfeit his soul?" (Mk. 8:36) 

 

6:11 But flee from these things, you man of God, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, 

perseverance and gentleness. 

Timothy is to flee from the love of money and all the evils associated with it, and instead pursue other things. 

The fleeing is away from one thing; the pursuing is in the opposite direction. Stott points out that human 

beings are great runners; we run from responsibilities, unpleasantries, threats, difficulties, self-control, and 

many other things. As Christians we are to run from evil, but not only that, we are also to run toward godly 

behavior. 

 

6:12 Fight the good fight of faith; take hold of the eternal life to which you were called, and you 

made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses. 

 

The NIV and ESV insert “the” before “faith.” The false teachers have denied the faith; that is, they have 

rejected the body of truth handed down by the apostles. Timothy was told not to abandon it. However, the 

“faith” could also be the personal fight of faith as well (the word “the” is not present in the original text).  

“In 2 Timothy 4:7, Paul says at the very end of his life, ‘I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I 

have kept the faith.’ Fighting the fight of faith, finishing the race, and keeping faith all mean the same thing. 

Fighting the fight of faith is the struggle to keep the faith. And it's a struggle that a true Christian never finally 

abandons until he attains the crown of righteousness from the Lord” (Piper). 
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In a similar vein, we find in Hebrews 3:12–13: “Take care, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil, 

unbelieving heart, leading you to fall away from the living God. But exhort one another every day, as long as 

it is called "today," that none of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. For we share in Christ, if 

only we hold our first confidence firm to the end.” 

Christianity is a battle where energy must be exerted to win the prize (eternal life).  

The emphasis on eternal life is on the quality of life, not its duration. Eternal life is life of the age to 

come, the age that was inaugurated by Jesus. Consequently, it is both a present possession and a future 

hope to be enjoyed at the end of this life (cf. Ro. 6:4; 2 Cor. 4:10-12; Col. 3:3-4).  

6:13 I charge you in the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who 

testified the good confession before Pontius Pilate, 

6:14 that you keep the commandment without stain or reproach until the appearing of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, 

6:15 which He will bring about at the proper time-- He who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the 

King of kings and Lord of lords, 

6:16 who alone possesses immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, whom no man has seen 

or can see. To Him be honor and eternal dominion! Amen. 

 

“The good confession which (1Timothy 6:12) Timothy confessed before many witnesses, Jesus Christ, in the 

presence of Pilate, had already borne witness to. In other words, Jesus Christ, before Pontius Pilate, bore 

witness by His own solemn words, that He was the Messiah—the long-looked-for King of Israel” (Ellicott). 

 

6:17 Instruct those who are rich in this present world not to be conceited or to fix their hope on the 

uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly supplies us with all things to enjoy. 

6:18 Instruct them to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share, 

6:19 storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may 

take hold of that which is life indeed. 

 

1 Timothy 6:6–19 makes very clear that what you do with money can destroy you (v. 9) or can secure 

your eternal life (v. 19). 

After Paul's digression in verses 11 to 16, he returns to the subject of the rich and riches. 1 Timothy 6:6–

10 addressed people who are not rich, but who may be tempted to want to be rich. In 6:17-19, Paul 

addresses a group in the church who are already rich. What should a rich person do with his money if he 

becomes a Christian?  

The answer of verse 19 is simply a paraphrase of Jesus' teaching.  Jesus said not to lay up 

treasure on earth, but in heaven (Matthew 6:19, 20). He said we should use our money to 

provide purses that do not grow old and a heavenly treasure that does not fail (Luke 12:33). He 

said we should use our money to secure for ourselves a welcome into eternal habitation (Luke 

16:9). Paul says in verse 19 that rich people should use their money in a way that "lays up for 
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themselves a good foundation for the future and takes hold on eternal life which is life indeed." 

There is a way to use your money that forfeits eternal life—not because eternal life can be 

bought, but because the use of your money shows where your hope is” (Piper). 

 But first in verse 17 he warns once more of the dangers of being rich.  

The first danger of the wealthy is that they are prone to arrogance. When people are blessed materially 

they forget the God who has blessed them. 

 Proverbs 30:7-9:  Two things I asked of You, Do not refuse me before I die:  Keep deception and 

lies far from me, Give me neither poverty nor riches; Feed me with the food that is my portion,  

That I not be full and deny You and say, "Who is the LORD?" Or that I not be in want and steal, 

And profane the name of my God. 

 Deuteronomy 8:11-14:  Beware that you do not forget the LORD your God by not keeping His 

commandments and His ordinances and His statutes which I am commanding you today;  

otherwise, when you have eaten and are satisfied, and have built good houses and lived in them,  

and when your herds and your flocks multiply, and your silver and gold multiply, and all that you 

have multiplies,  then your heart will become proud and you will forget the LORD your God who 

brought you out from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.  (Also see Ezekiel 28:1-10) 

The second danger of being rich is having a false security. The tendency of the rich is to put their hope in 

riches. However, there is no security in them; Jesus said that riches are susceptible to moth, rust, and 

theft. The proper object of our trust should be a person, not the thing; we trust in God, who richly 

supplies us with all things to enjoy. As Piper says, “This is not easy for the rich to do. That's why Jesus 

said it is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom (Mark 10:23). It is hard to look at all the hope that 

riches offer and turn away from that to God and rest all your hope on him. It is hard not to love the gift 

and forget the Giver. But this is the only hope for the rich. If they can't do it, they are lost. They must 

hope in God more than they hope in his gifts. And whatever they enjoy on earth they must enjoy for his 

sake” (Piper). 

In verse 18 Paul gives the duties and responsibilities of the rich. Riches are not just negative. Although 

someone may be rich materially, they also can be rich in good works. They can use their riches in acts of 

generosity and be ready to share with others. In other words, they can use their riches to promote good 

causes and store up for themselves spiritual treasure for the future, so that they too may gain eternal 

life. Just as God richly supplies us with all things to enjoy, the rich should behave like God and supply 

good things for others. Luke 16:1-13 is a good example of an unjust manager who used his influence to 

secure his future. 

"Looking over both the paragraphs about money, the apostle’s balanced wisdom becomes apparent. 

Against materialism he sets simplicity of lifestyle. Against asceticism he sets gratitude for God's creation. 

Against covetousness he sets contentment with what we have. Against selfishness he sets generosity in 

imitation of God. Simplicity, gratitude, contentment and generosity constitute a healthy quadrilateral of 

Christian living" (Stott, 162,163). 
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6:20 O Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to you, avoiding worldly and empty chatter and 

the opposing arguments of what is falsely called "knowledge "-- 

6:21 which some have professed and thus gone astray from the faith. Grace be with you. 

Paul had entrusted the truths he had received from Christ to Timothy.  He now asks Timothy to guard 

them.   

“It is a beautiful thought which sees in these few earnest closing words the very handwriting of the worn 

and aged Apostle St. Paul. The Epistle, no doubt dictated by the old man, was in the handwriting of 

some friend of St. Paul and the Church, who acted as his scribe; but, as seems to have been sometimes 

his habit (see especially the closing words of the Galatian Letter), the last pleading reminder was added 

by the hand of the Apostle himself. ‘O Timothy’—he writes now no longer addressing church or pastor, 

but his own favorite friend and pupil, the loved heir of his God-inspired traditions and maxims, which so 

faithfully represented the doctrine and teaching of Jesus of Nazareth—‘O Timothy, keep the sacred trust 

committed to thy charge.’” (Ellicott). 


