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Chapter 1 can be outlined as follows:  

 

Salutation (1 Tim. 1:1-2) 

Apostolic Doctrine (1 Tim. 1:3-20) 

 Warning about False Teachers (1 Tim. 1:3-11) 

 Paul’s Gratitude for God’s Mercy (1 Tim. 1:12-17) 

 Timothy and the Good Fight (1 Tim. 1:18-20) 

 

Paul’s Gratitude for God’s Mercy (1 Tim. 1:12-17) 
 

1:12 I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because He considered me 

faithful, and appointed me to service (my translation – see NAS, NIV, Kelly, 51). 

In verses 12 to 14, Paul turns from false teachers and their misuse of the law to the gospel that was 

entrusted to him, the gospel that had totally transformed his life. He speaks to Timothy from his life 

experience. His testimony begins and ends with praise.  

Paul was extremely thankful for what Christ had done for him (“has strengthened”, “considered”, and 

“appointed” are all aorist participles in Greek, looking back to a point of time, probably to Paul’s 

conversion experience when he met Christ on the road to Damascus – Kelly, 52). He thanked Christ in 

three areas:  First, he thanked Christ for giving him strength. Although Paul did not elaborate, we know 

from his life that he had faced numerous trials, persecutions, physical ailments, rejection, beatings, and 

the stress of ministry; in the least, he needed strength to continue to bear witness (2 Cor. 11:23-28).  

Secondly, he thanked Christ for considering him faithful (reliable, trustworthy).  Paul’s faithfulness was 

not the reason Christ chose him, “but the fruit and effect, of the grace of God in calling him to the 

ministry” (Poole). In 1 Corinthians 7:25, Paul assumed that those who had received mercy should be 

trustworthy due to the influence of transforming grace; he says, “as one who by the mercy of the Lord is 

trustworthy.”  Paul, as one who had received mercy, expects that the Corinthians would know that his 

desire was to honor God and to seek the best interests of the church. “Paul felt himself indebted to the 

mercy of Christ for those inward graces and qualities which entitled him the confidence of his readers” 

(Hodge, 127). In other words, if Paul was faithful, it was due solely to God's grace, not to his own natural 

strength.  Faithfulness comes from a cause outside of ourselves (Thiselton, 1 Cor, 572); it comes from 

God’s mercy; it is a by-product of God’s work, not an innate quality that someone can take credit for.   

Thirdly, he thanked Christ for appointing him to his service (or, ministry: diakoni,a,  diakonia in Greek). In 

2 Corinthians 4:1, Paul sees his ministry as a gift he had received just as he had received the mercy of 

God. Paraphrased this says, “having through the mercy of God obtained such a ministry” (Hodge, 2 Cor., 

81), “we do not neglect our duty” (Barrett, 2 Cor. , 128). 
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In sum, Paul thanked Christ for saving him and putting him into ministry, strengthening him, and 

enabling him to be faithful. All these were blessings given to Paul as a result of God’s mercy and grace 

upon him. Paul believed that he had nothing that he did not receive (1 Cor. 4:7). 

His thanksgiving is highlighted by rehearsing for Timothy who he was, how he received mercy, and why 

God had mercy on him: 

1:13 even though I was formerly a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent aggressor. Yet I 

was shown mercy because I acted ignorantly in unbelief; 

1:14 and the grace of our Lord was more than abundant, with the faith and love which are 

found in Christ Jesus.  

In verse 13, Paul sums up his brilliant career as a young Pharisee with the words, “I was formerly a 

blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent aggressor.” Paul’s strong language throws wonder on God’s 

choice of him (Kelly, 53). 

Paul was a blasphemer in that he had reviled the name of Christ and opposed Him and His cause. He had 

pursued the church with the intent on destroying it, and by doing so was attacking Christ.   

The Greek for “violent man” might better be translated as an “insulter.”  It is a word that describes a 

mixture of arrogance and insolence that finds satisfaction in insulting and humiliating other people. 

“Humanly speaking, there was no hope for someone as malicious and aggressive as he was. But he was 

not beyond the mercy of God” (Stott, 51). 

Paul says that he was shown mercy because he had acted ignorantly in unbelief. This might easily be 

misconstrued as Paul excusing his behavior.  But this is not the case. Paul had abundant means of 

knowing the truth; he had great abilities and excellent education.  Paul is not intending to say that 

criminal ignorance is a ground of mercy; he doesn’t see God having mercy because He realized that Paul 

didn’t really know what he was doing;  he doesn’t perceive himself as being morally excusable or free 

from guilt because he didn’t see clearly. In verse 15, he calls himself the foremost of sinners.  What Paul 

means is that he needed mercy because he was in a state of unbelief and ignorance; if it were not for 

mercy he would have remained under God’s wrath. Ignorance prevented him from knowing the truth, 

and unbelief prevented him from believing the truth he did know. Thus, “because I acted ignorantly in 

unbelief” explains the necessity of the power of God’s grace to intervene and change him. 

When Paul looked back on who he was,  he did so ”with the deepest mortification, and with wonder 

that One who had been so treated by him should have been willing to put him into the ministry” 

(Barnes). He sees in Christ’s kindness the abundance of God’s grace.  He even creates a word to describe 

it; he says God’s grace was “superabundantly” bestowed on him. 

John 1:16 says, “For of His fullness we have all received, and grace upon grace.”  “Grace upon grace” is 

the same picture as a wave following a wave upon the shore in endless succession; there is an endless 

supply of new grace to take the place of the grace already bestowed. Paul’s experience of God’s grace 

was the same experience we have had; the grace of God overflowed upon him like a river that cannot be 
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contained, sweeping irresistibly, bursting its banks and carrying away everything before it. As Stott says, 

"What the river of grace brought with it, however, was not the devastation but blessing, in particular the 

faith and love to which Paul has already assigned a primacy (1 Tim 1:4, 5)" (Stott, 52). Grace flooded a 

heart that was previously filled with unbelief and polluted with hatred and replaced it with belief and 

love – “the visible expression of the Christian’s living relationship with his Savior” (Kelly, 53-54). Who 

Paul was, was swept away by a river of grace and it was replaced by the beautiful traits found in Christ.  

1:15 It is a trustworthy statement, deserving full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the 

world to save sinners, among whom I am foremost of all. 

1:16 Yet for this reason I found mercy, so that in me as the foremost, Jesus Christ might 

demonstrate His perfect patience as an example for those who would believe in Him for 

eternal life. 

1:17 Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

The fact that Christ came into the world to save sinners refers both to the incarnation and to the cross. 

This is an unmistakable allusion to the pre-existence of Christ. He came into the world, leaving the glory 

which he had with the Father before the world was (Jn. 16:28; 17:5; Eph. 1:3-4). And the purpose for 

which he came into the world is stated: He came into the world to save sinners. This is a universal offer 

of salvation.  This is a trustworthy statement because it is true. 

 

Paul then applies the universal offer of the gospel to himself. Jesus came to save sinners and Paul claims 

to be the foremost of them (1 Cor. 15:9; Eph. 3:8). “The present tense, ‘I am,’ deserves notice. Although 

his sins have been forgiven, Paul still regards himself as a sinner, or rather as having the status of a 

sinner-redeemed, dedicated to ever deeper penitence and service” (Kelly, 55).  

 

If we were to compare Paul to other sinful people in the world we may conclude that he was not the 

worst sinner. However, when we are convicted of our sin by the Holy Spirit we give up all comparisons. 

From our own perspective of ourselves we cannot conceive of anybody worse than we are. Paul’s 

description of himself is the language of every sinner whose conscience has been awakened and 

disturbed by the Holy Spirit. 

It was due to his utter sinfulness that Paul discerns a reason for God’s grace being given to him; it was so 

Jesus Christ might demonstrate His perfect patience as an example for those who would believe in Him 

for eternal life. Conversion is an exhibition of Christ's infinite patience toward sinners. “Thus to all 

sinners was St. Paul a pattern—an example of the Lord’s long-suffering, of His patient waiting. His 

gracious Master had dealt with him like a king, who, when judging the case of a rebel city, pardons the 

chief rebel. If God would redeem Saul the persecutor, none need despair of finding mercy” (Ellicott). 
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SUMMARY: 

The first trustworthy saying in 1 Timothy tells us about the gospel. “It is true and trustworthy. It is 

intended for everybody. It concerns Jesus Christ and his work of salvation. And it must be received by 

each of us individually” (Stott, 53). 

Paul was acting in ignorance and unbelief. He was convinced that he was serving God, being zealous for 

the traditions of the elders and was true to his beliefs in the OT. However, in reality he was openly 

opposing his own Messiah by rejecting the plan of God and by resisting the Holy Spirit.  

To anyone who is deeply convicted of their sins, mercy is a glorious thought. If we were to ask why we 

would receive mercy the only answer would be because God is a merciful God. Ultimately, there is no 

other explanation. God is not obligated to show mercy, but because His character is merciful He shows 

mercy on the undeserving. No wonder Paul broke out in a spontaneous word of praise! 

He addressed God as the king, the sovereign ruler of all things, the One who reigns over the natural 

order and historical processes, but has also established his kingdom through Christ and by the Spirit 

redeems people. “The King of the Ages is the sovereign dispenser and disposer of the ages of the world” 

(Ellicott). The King is described as being eternal, literally, “king of the ages.”  He is immortal, in contrast 

with the beings of earth; He is beyond the ravages of decay and death.  He is invisible in contrast with 

the visible creation (1 Tim. 6:16; Exo. 33:20; Jn. 1:18; Col. 1:15; Heb. 11:27); He is not obvious to our 

senses, nor has he ever been seen by mortal men. In contrast to the multitude of created spirits, angels, 

principalities, and powers (1Cor. 8:5-6,) He is the king who is the only God (1Tim. 6:15; Psa. 86:10; Jn. 

5:44). 

It was this experience of Christ's grace, mercy and patience which lay behind Paul’s evangelistic 

enthusiasm (Stott, 55). 

 

Although Paul's conversion had a number of elements that were unique only to it, it is a prototype (that 

is, “an example “ - 1:16) of all conversion experiences; it proved that a case could not occur which was 

beyond the possibility of mercy.  

Timothy and the Good Fight (1 Tim. 1:18-20) 
 

1:18 This command I entrust to you, Timothy, my son, in accordance with the prophecies 

previously made concerning you, that by them you fight the good fight, 

1:19 keeping faith and a good conscience, which some have rejected and suffered shipwreck in 

regard to their faith.  

1:20 Among these are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I have handed over to Satan, so that 

they will be taught not to blaspheme. 

 

“The nature of the charge which he committed to Timothy must be gathered from the solemn words 

and thoughts of the foregoing passage—1Timothy 1:15-16. The sum of it was that men should put their 
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whole trust in Him who came into the world to save sinners, and who alone was able to lead them into 

everlasting life” (Ellicott). As an overseer of the church, Timothy was exhorted to be faithful in keeping 

the gospel pure and stopping those who had interest in fables, false teaching, and speculation.  

There is something very solemn in Paul’s charge to Timothy. He was anxious about the churches in Asia, 

churches whom he loved dearly, that dangers from within and without would destroy them.  Thus, he 

placed “his greatest earthly hope on the steadfastness and knowledge of his own dear disciple whom he 

had left there as a shepherd to the sheep” (Ellicott).  He charges Timothy with “the memory of those 

strange prophetic utterances which, years before, had been made over him (Acts 17:1-2) in Lystra or 

Derbe . . .  to hold fast the blessed doctrine which taught men to put their whole trust in Jesus Christ” 

(Ellicott).  

He exhorts Timothy to fight the good fight. Although he does not specify the nature of the fight, he 

speaks of “the good fight of faith” in 1 Tim. 6:12. He also says to hold onto the faith and a good 

conscience in 6:19. Then he says that some have suffered shipwreck in regard to their faith. It appears 

that Timothy is to fight for faith on two levels; he must carefully guard the objective body of truth called 

“the faith”, and he must keep his own personal faith and a good conscience. 

Some have rejected the promptings of the conscience and have shipwrecked  their faith. The literal 

Greek is that they were shipwrecked "concerning THE faith," not THEIR faith (see 6:21; 2 Tim. 2:18; Kelly, 

58).  In other words, they went astray doctrinally; they had departed from the grace of God in the gospel, 

and in doing so have brought the gospel to ruin (Fee, 58). However, others argue that subjective faith 

fits better in the context; error has its roots in moral rather than intellectual causes (Kelly, 58). 

Regardless of which is being emphasized, so serious was their defection that  Paul said he handed them 

over to Satan.  This was to be done so they would learn not to blaspheme. Paul uses the word 

“blaspheme” for any form of denial or perversion of the truth that God has revealed about Himself. In 1 

Corinthians 5:5, the same wording is used in reference to excommunication, or exclusion from the 

Christian fellowship.  1 Corinthians 5:13 says, “expel the wicked man from among you.”  Since the 

church is the dwelling place of God, it follows that it cannot be the habitat of Satan. When people insist 

on continuing in sin instead of repenting, exclusion is the only God-honoring course of action.  As radical 

as this punishment sounds, it is not permanent or irrevocable. Its purpose is remedial in hopes that the 

sinner will return to God and to His church. 

SOME THINGS TO THINK ABOUT: 

Within the first chapter of Timothy Paul gives some valuable information about the place of doctrine 

and false teaching within the church. False teaching is a deviation of revealed truth, and its damaging 

results replace the truth with speculation, and love with dissension. Fundamentally, false teaching is 

caused by the lack of concern for having a good conscience before God. Timothy is instructed not to 

compromise, but to fight the good fight and contend for the truth. 

Furthermore, we see a connection between belief and behavior.  As Stott says, “belief and behavior, 

conviction and conscience, the intellectual and the moral, are closely linked. This is because God's truth 
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contains ethical demands. As Jesus said, ‘if anyone chooses to do God's will, he will find out [or ‘know’] 

whether my teaching comes from God. . . ‘ In other words, doing is the key to discovering, obedience 

the key to assurance. By contrast, it is when people are determined to live in unrighteousness that they 

suppress the truth. So if we disregard the voice of the conscience, allowing sin to remain unconfessed 

and unforsaken, our faith will not long survive. Anybody whose conscience has been so manipulated as 

to be rendered insensitive is in a very dangerous condition, wide open to the deceptions of the 

devil (4:1–2)” (Stott, 57). 

Lastly, we see in verse 20 how far the modern church has moved from the example of the early church. 

Hymenaeus and Alexander were cast out of the church so that they would be taught not to blaspheme.  

Not only does the modern church rarely expel people, but when they do, the expelled person simply 

goes to another church and is received without any questions asked. The intended result (repentance, 

restoration, and putting an end to blasphemy) is never attained since the unrepentant individual feels 

no sense of separation from the people of God.    

 


