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The Books of 1 Timothy, 2 Timothy, and Titus are called the Pastoral Epistles since they contain 

instruction about pastoral work in churches. They were written to Timothy and Titus whom Paul had 

mentored and left in charge of the churches in Ephesus and Crete, respectively.  

It is difficult to place the time of the writing of these letters. In Titus 1:5, Paul had apparently 

evangelized with Titus. In 1Timothy 1:3, he speaks of Timothy’s stay in Ephesus and his own trip to 

Macedonia; then, in 3:14, he mentions his expectation to return to Ephesus.  2 Timothy, however, was 

written at a time when Paul was imprisoned and expected to be executed by Rome (2 Tim. 1:16-17, 2:9, 

4:6-8, 16-18). These events do not fit in the Book of Acts. If Paul was executed before Luke had written 

Acts, it is inconceivable that his death would not have been included. The traditional explanation is that 

Paul was released after two years of house arrest in Rome (Acts 28), went on another missionary 

journey, and wrote 1Timothy and Titus. He was then rearrested when Nero blamed the Christians for 

the burning of Rome (64 A.D.) and penned 2 Timothy shortly before he was executed (2 Tim. 3).   

When we read 1 and 2 Timothy we need to take a different approach than when we read Paul's letters 

to whole churches or the warnings written by the prophets to the nation of Israel.  1 and 2 Timothy are 

personal letters written by Paul to Timothy to help him know how to do his job and to encourage him as 

he does it.  

Timothy was dear to Paul’s heart; he was a frequent traveling companion and was Paul’s child in the 

faith.  In 1 Timothy 1:2, Paul calls him “my true child in the faith,” in 2 Timothy 1:2 “my beloved son,” 

and in 2 Timothy 2:1 “my son.” It is likely that during Paul’s first missionary journey, Timothy and his 

mother had come to faith when Paul evangelized Lystra and Derbe.  During his second missionary 

journey Paul revisited those cities and Timothy joined Paul in his missionary endeavors (Acts 16:3). As a 

fellow-worker, Timothy was sent to numerous churches as Paul’s representative including Thessalonica 

(I Thess. 3:1-10), Corinth (1 Cor. 4:16-17; 16:10-11), and Philippi (Phil. 2:19-24). In the present letter, 

Timothy was in Ephesus to put the church in order, counter some negative trends, and fill in the gaps of 

the church’s inner life. Timothy was probably in his twenties when he first joined Paul, and in his thirties 

when he began to oversee the church in Ephesus.  

The letters to Timothy and Titus were written and sent as any other letter was in the first century 

Roman Empire. Paul probably dictated what he wanted to say to an amanuensis; this tended to make 

the letter a little more formal. When he was done, he would read through the letter and sign it. The 

letters would then be carried by travelers or tradespeople who traveled for work. There was also a good 

deal of travel that went from one church to another, so it was not hard for Paul to have his letter 

delivered.   

The topics in the letters are centered on the gospel. They include teaching about the gospel life, the 

gospel’s effect on the individual and the church, and the marks of authentic Christianity according to the 

gospel.  

Paul never wrote a systematic theology however, from his writings we can see the following main points 

are included in the gospel: 
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1. The revelation of God and judgment  

 

The gospel includes the fact that although God has disclosed Himself in a way that tells everyone who 

He is and what He does, men have rejected Him and will thus be judged. 

Paul wrote in Romans 1-3 that God has revealed Himself as the Creator and the Upholder of everything 

and has made Himself known to us inwardly and outwardly, but we ignore Him and suppress the 

knowledge we have of Him. Thus God will judge us, inflicting upon us what our behavior deserves. This is 

known as retributive judgment. 

Likewise, in Acts 17:24-30, Paul proclaimed that God is known through His creative and sustaining works 

in the world and that men, therefore, needed to repent and turn to God.   

 

"The God who made the world and all things in it . . .  He Himself gives to all people life and 

breath and all things. . . He is not far from each one of us; for in Him we live and move and 

exist . . . God is now declaring to men that all people everywhere should repent .  .  .” 

  

Acts 14:15-17 is similar but repentance is mentioned first. 

“We . . .  preach the gospel to you that you should turn from these vain things to a living God, 

who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and all that is in them.  In the generations gone 

by He permitted all the nations to go their own ways; and yet He did not leave Himself without 

witness, in that He did good and gave you rains from heaven and fruitful seasons, satisfying your 

hearts with food and gladness." 

 

2. The redemption of God 

 

Redemption is at the heart of the gospel.  Redemption focuses on man’s rescue from judgment.  

 

The Father's plan becomes reality through the incarnation. Through the incarnation, Christ becomes our 

sin-bearing substitute; He dies in our place and bears the judgment that we deserve. This is called penal 

substitution.   

 

Christ’s substitution for us is experienced in our union with Him. Galatians 2:20 says that we have been 

crucified with Christ. Ephesians 2:6 says we have been raised up with Him, and seated with Him in the 

heavenly places.  In other words, through our union with Christ we share in the event of Calvary; in 

relation to us, the final judgment has taken place in Christ. 
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3. The reality of the church 

 

Every believer is united to Christ and shares in His resurrection life. Together believers become a 

building (a temple), a body, a bride, a church.  

 

The local church is a microcosm (a small scale presentation) of the universal church which includes all 

believers everywhere. It is in the local church where gospel life is expressed; in a local church believers 

minister to each other and exercise their spiritual gifts. Life in the church is a life of ongoing worship, an 

ongoing identity, and a mutual service.  

 

4. The return of Jesus Christ 

 

The word parousia (Greek) is used of the visit of the royal personage.  It emphasized the person’s 

presence after his coming. Paul used this word to speak of Jesus’ second coming and His resultant 

presence with His people.  When Jesus comes again, God will make His glory seen as it has never been 

seen before (1 Tim. 6:14–16). Jesus’ return is the consummation of the gospel. 

 

Chapter 1 can be outlined as follows:  

 

Salutation (1 Tim. 1:1-2) 

Apostolic Doctrine (1 Tim. 1:3-20) 

 Warning about False Teachers (1 Tim. 1:3-11) 

 Paul’s Gratitude for God’s Mercy (1 Tim. 1:12-17) 

 Timothy and the Good Fight (1 Tim. 1:18-20) 

 

Salutation (1 Tim. 1:1-2) 

 

1:1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus according to the command of God our Savior, and of Christ 

Jesus, who is our hope; 

 

The letter of Timothy is a Christian adaptation of the standard way that letters were written in that day. 

Typically, letters began with the sender’s name, the addressee's name, and a brief salutation – usually 

just "Greetings."  Paul's letter follows this format. He identifies himself as the author and his position as 

an apostle by the command of God and Christ (see notes on 1:11, below). 

 

Paul was no mere representative of a local church, but was the Lord’s personally chosen ambassador, 

charged to bear witness to His resurrection and proclaim His gospel (Kelly, 39). For Paul, being an 

apostle of Jesus Christ meant that he was (1) directly appointed by Jesus Christ and empowered and 

authorized by Him, (2) was a witness of the resurrected Christ, (3) was a foundation stone of the church 

along with the prophets, and (4) was first in leadership and authority in the church along with the other 

apostles (Kelly, 62). 
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Paul refers to God as “our Savior” (cf. 1 Tim. 2:3; 4:10; Tit 1:3; 2:10; 3:4), a title most Christians use of 

Christ. In Paul’s day the word “savior” was common Greek and was even used by Nero of himself. Nero 

saw himself as the preserver (or savior) of the empire. Paul stresses that God, not Nero, is the Savior of 

all man. Even though he also refers to Christ as the Savior (2 Tim. 1:10; Tit 1:4), he sees salvation as 

God’s work through Christ (Ro. 5:9). In Titus 2:13, the two ideas merge when Paul speaks of Christ as 

“our great God and Savior.”  

 

Christ is “our hope.” The word hope encompasses many aspects of our salvation, but here the substance 

of our hope is Christ who will take us to the place of rest; He will meet all of our expectations and bring 

us safely to glory. 

 

1:2 To Timothy, my true child in the faith: Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and 

Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

After announcing himself as the author, Paul identifies Timothy as the recipient of the letter. 

 

Timothy is called a true child in the faith. True in this verse means genuine. Child is a term of 

endearment. As his spiritual child, Paul sought to nurture Timothy in the faith. As a true child, Timothy 

was qualified to be a representative for Paul.  

 

The mention of Paul's apostleship and relationship to Timothy could be very useful to Timothy as he 

endeavored to carry out the instructions of this letter in facing the false teachers. The letter, in a sense, 

was “a written authorization that granted Timothy the right to act for Paul in his apostolic work" (Kent, 

70); it also gave written instructions as to what he needed to do.  

 

A standard letter written in the first century A.D. also included a wish for something good to be received 

by the recipient of the letter. Here, Paul wishes Timothy grace, mercy, and peace.  God the Father and 

the Lord Jesus Christ are identified as the source from which these blessings come. 

 

Grace is God's kindness to the guilty and undeserving. Mercy is His pity on the wretched who cannot 

save themselves. Peace is the result of reconciliation between two parties that had previously been 

alienated from one another. These blessings have a particularly powerful meaning to believers. All of us 

have rejected and suppressed the revelation of God and have incurred His disfavor; consequently, we 

are all subject to judgment. However, God looked down upon us, had mercy upon us, and gave us grace, 

establishing peace in a relationship that was once marked by hostility and alienation.  
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Apostolic Doctrine (1 Tim. 1:3-20) 

 

 Warning about False Teachers (1 Tim. 1:3-11) 

 

1:3 As I urged you when I was going to Macedonia, remain at Ephesus that you may charge 

certain persons not to teach any different doctrine, 

1:4 nor to devote themselves to myths and endless genealogies, which promote speculations 

rather than furthering the administration of God which is by faith.  

Verse 3 sets forth the historical and geographical scene for the letter. Timothy was urged to stay in 

Ephesus while Paul visited Macedonia (the Roman province that covered the northern part of Greece, 

including Philippi, Thessalonica, and Berea). Later, in 3:14, we learn that Paul hoped to go back to 

Ephesus; however, if he was delayed, he wanted Timothy to have in writing the reason for him being 

there. The first reason mentioned was the need to correct unorthodox teaching in the church. 

 

The verb translated “charge” (1:3) is a military term meaning “to give strict orders.”  As a representative 

of Paul, Timothy was in an authoritative position. He needed to stop those who taught different doctrine 

and were devoted to myths (legends, fables) and endless genealogies.  

In verse 4, Paul states that Christians are to be devoted to “furthering the administration of God which is 

by faith,” not myths and genealogies. In Greek, the word “administration” (1:4; oivkonomi,a) referred to 

the work performed by a steward or a manager. In this case, “the administration of God” is God’s plan, 

order, or arrangement (BAGD); more particularly, it is “God’s plan of salvation” or His “administration of 

salvation” (Michel, TDNT V, 152).  In other words, Christians should be devoted to the plan of salvation 

that God is managing. In Colossians 1:25 Paul says, “I was made a minister according to the stewardship 

(oivkonomi,a) from God bestowed on me for your benefit, so that I might fully carry out the preaching of 

the word of God.”  In this case, Paul is talking about a stewardship given to him by God.  He was to 

manage what was entrusted to him; he was to preach salvation to others (Col. 1:25b). This seems to be 

part of the meaning as well. Thus, being devoted to “furthering the administration of God which is by 

faith” probably means that Christians should be devoted to (1) God’s plan of salvation which He is 

administering, as well as (2) communicating this plan to others. Simply said, Paul’s point is that devoting 

oneself to myths and endless talk about genealogies distracts Christians from what is important, namely, 

the furthering of the gospel.  

In our present age, some Christians are becoming increasingly pluralistic in their ideology and concerned 

about being politically correct. Others are obsessed with speculative topics. Paul was concerned with 

neither; his desire was to maintain the objective truth of the gospel that is found in the Scriptures.  

 

1:5 But the goal of our instruction is love from a pure heart and a good conscience and a 

sincere faith. 

The “but” in verse 5 contrasts the way of the false teachers to the apostolic way. The word “goal” means 

“end” or “outcome toward which something is directed” (Knight, 76). The false teachers’ misguided 
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focus on myths and genealogies generated speculation and controversy that ended in quarrels and 

conflict, or nowhere at all. Apostolic instruction sought to stimulate believers to love God and others 

more. 

In order to produce genuine love for God and others, love must come from a pure heart, a good 

conscience, and a sincere faith.  

The heart is normally used in the NT of the center of the person; that is, the person as he or she really is 

within himself or herself and before God. A pure heart is a heart that is uncontaminated by false or 

mixed motives.   

A good conscience is one that is self-conscious of the rightness or wrongness of one's actions and 

attitudes before God.  

A sincere faith is a whole-hearted embrace of the promises of God in the word of God, not simply a 

verbal commitment or a lazy assent to doctrine. 

 These are the traits that Paul wanted Timothy’s preaching to produce in others so that in the end they 

could love God and others more.  This end could never be attained by those who were devoted to myths 

and speculative thinking.  

Stott says, “The ultimate criteria by which to judge any teaching is whether it promotes the glory of God 

and the good of the church. The doctrine of the false teachers did neither. It promoted speculation and 

controversy instead" (Stott, 46). 

1:6 Certain persons, by swerving from these, have wandered away into vain discussion, 

1:7 desiring to be teachers of the law, without understanding either what they are saying or 

the things about which they make confident assertions. 

After a slight sidetrack in verse 5, Paul returns to the specific problem at hand - the false teachers.  

Apostolic teaching led people to love God and others more fervently. The false teachers had clearly 

swerved off that path. The road they were traveling down led to nothing more than fruitless discussion.  

Even though these men weren’t turning the people of God into people who loved more (in accordance 

with the Scriptures), they still wanted to be teachers of the law. They spoke confidently about what they 

espoused, but they missed the fact that both the gospel and the law compel people to grow in love. This 

was all the evidence needed to prove that they didn't understand what they were saying or the things 

about which they made confident assertions.  

The false teachers’ mishandling of the law makes it necessary for Paul to explain its proper use. He does 

this in verses 8-11. 
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 1:8 But we know that the Law is good, if one uses it lawfully, 

1:9 realizing the fact that law is not made for a righteous person, but for those who are 

lawless and rebellious, for the ungodly and sinners, for the unholy and profane, for those who 

kill their fathers or mothers, for murderers 

1:10 and immoral men and homosexuals and kidnappers and liars and perjurers, and 

whatever else is contrary to sound teaching, 

1:11 according to the glorious gospel of the blessed God, with which I have been entrusted. 

The law is good because it was given by God who is good; but when it is mishandled it can yield bad 

results. 

Laws are not made for righteous people. Generally speaking, a righteous person is simply someone who 

lives up to the law’s moral standards. A righteous person doesn’t need the law since he does what is 

right even without it. Rather, the law is needed for sinful human beings - for those who are lawless and 

rebellious, for the ungodly and sinners, for the unholy and profane, for those who kill their fathers or 

mothers, for murderers and immoral men and homosexuals and kidnappers and liars and perjurers. And 

for whatever other sin Paul left out, he adds the all-encompassing “and whatever else is contrary to 

sound teaching according to the glorious gospel.” Sinful behavior is contrary both to the OT law and to 

sound teaching according to the gospel (1:11).  

To re-word Paul’s point:  

Good people don’t need the law, sinners do.  But sinners don’t know that they are sinners when there is 

no law to point their sin out (Ro. 5:13, 20); that was the reason the law was given; the law uncovers the 

nature of our actions and demonstrates that all men are sinful.    

The law makes people conscious of their sin and shows them that they don’t deserve mercy. When 

people see what they are really like, they are humbled, fearful of God’s wrath, and worn down.  They 

long for the grace of Christ.  This is how the law works; this is its purpose (Gal. 3:24). As Luther said, the 

law is “a mighty hammer to crush the self-righteousness of human beings.” 

Using the law to make people hungry for the gospel was a proper use of the law. However, instead of 

using the law as an ethical guide to reveal sin and stir the need for grace, the false teachers used it to 

talk about genealogies and to stir controversy. Their teaching was completely out of accord with the 

law’s purpose.  How could they become teachers of the law they did not understand? 

Verse 11 includes a personal statement intended to remind Timothy of the greatness of the ministry 

that was entrusted to him.   

When Paul met Christ on the road to Damascus he was entrusted with the glorious gospel of the blessed 

God; it was then that Christ commissioned Paul to be His apostle.  Paul told King Agrippa in Acts 26:16-

18 that when Christ revealed Himself to him, Paul was told, “for this purpose I have appeared to you, to 

appoint you a minister and a witness . . .  to open their eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light 
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and from the dominion of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance 

among those who have been sanctified by faith in Me.” 

Paul calls the gospel a glorious gospel because it is the gospel which uniquely and most spectacularly 

displays God’s glory. It  is the gospel that unfolds God’s glory  “to the view of man by showing the moral 

character and perfections of God exhibited as they are nowhere else in the person and work of Christ" 

(Fairbairn, 90). The law uncovers the ugly sinfulness of man; the gospel reveals the glory of the person of 

Christ in divine power, majesty, and compassion. The same glorious gospel was entrusted to Timothy by 

Paul and has now been entrusted to us as well. 

 ADDITIONAL OBSERVATIONS  

1. When Paul  adds “things contrary to the sound teaching according to the gospel” (v. 11) to the list of 

sins mentioned in the OT (v.9-10), he is pointing out that the law and the gospel are not in conflict; both 

are concerned about righteous living and teach against sin. All sin, whether Paul listed it or not, is 

contrary to sound teaching according to the gospel. Thus, the proper use of the law aligns with the 

gospel. 

2. “Sound” is a medical metaphor referring to the healthiness of teaching found in the gospel. It is the 

opposite of unhealthy interest (see 6:4). Healthy teaching about the gospel heals sinners and leads to 

proper Christian behavior, love and good works; the diseased teaching of the heretics leads to 

controversy, arrogance, abusiveness, and strife (6:4). The fact that Paul can speak about “sound doctrine” 

indicates that a body of Christian doctrine already existed. Jude 1:3 speaks of it as “the faith which was 

once for all handed down to the saints.” “The faith” is not subjective belief, but the doctrine revealed in 

the gospel by Christ through the apostles. According to Jude, this body of truth was handed down to the 

saints and was settled in its content.  There would be nothing added to it. 

3. The overall point and Paul's main concern is that the teachers have drifted from the gospel and they 

are causing others to drift as well.  

 

 

 


