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4:3 For the time already past is sufficient for you to have carried out the desire of the Gentiles, having 

pursued a course of sensuality, lusts, drunkenness, carousing, drinking parties and abominable 

idolatries. 

4:4 In all this, they are surprised that you do not run with them into the same excesses of dissipation, 

and they malign you; 

4:5 but they will give account to Him who is ready to judge the living and the dead. 

4:6 For the gospel has for this purpose been preached even to those who are dead, that though they 

are judged in the flesh as men, they may live in the spirit according to the will of God. 

 

In verse 5, Peter has made it clear that unbelievers will be held accountable for their actions whether 

they are alive or dead, for God judges both the living and the dead. The fact that God is “ready” to judge 

implies that the judgment could happen at any moment; therefore, we are to be wise and “live the rest 

of the time in the flesh no longer for the lusts of men, but for the will of God” (4:2). 

Some want to connect verse 6 to the proclamation made to the spirits in I Peter 3:19 and create a 

“second chance” theology, an offer of salvation after death, but there is no reason to draw this 

conclusion. First, the vocabulary and the context of the two passages differ so there is only a superficial 

connection between them.  Secondly, the word “for” that begins verse 6 shows a close connection to 

the preceding verse or paragraph, not to something back to chapter 3. Thirdly, verse 6 is giving the 

purpose of preaching the gospel; the reason the gospel is preached is because all (both the living and 

the dead) will stand before God at the final judgment (v. 5). Therefore, the gospel is preached so that 

those in both groups will be delivered.  Lastly, the dead in verse 6 are not two groups (those judged in 

the flesh and those who will live in the spirit), but the same group of people; they are “those who were 

judged in the flesh as men who will live in the spirit according to the will of God.” The fact that they will 

live in the spirit proves that they do not need an offer of salvation after they die for they are already 

saved.  

Verse 6 is saying that the gospel is preached because both the living and the dead will give an account to 

God and the gospel benefits both groups of people by saving them from judgment.  Though the time of 

the preaching is prior to death, the benefits of the gospel extend even to the dead. Believers may be 

judged in the flesh as men by men, but the gospel assures us that even after death, they will live in the 

spiritual realm.  

THE DUTIES IN VIEW OF THE END  

 4:7a The end of all things is near; therefore . . .  

Peter says that the end of all things is near to remind us of the shortness of our time and the urgency in 

living in ways that please God.  

 

Some see Peter’s words as a false hope or a mistaken idea since 2,000 years have passed since I Peter 

was written and the world didn’t end. The delay in the expected return of Christ created a problem for 

some in the early church as well (2 Pet. 3:4-7). But the lengthy time interval must be understood in light 
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of God’s perception of time, not man’s perception (2 Pet. 3:8-9).  The same verb translated as “is near” 

(engiken -h;ggiken) appears often in the preaching of John the Baptist, as well. He said the kingdom “is 

near” (Matt. 3:2), but as Matthew recorded John’s words, he knew that the King would be rejected, 

crucified, resurrected, and ascend into heaven with the promise to return again. It was obvious to 

Matthew that “near” did not mean “soon.”    

 

“Near” is better seen from the perspective of God’s eternal plan in bringing salvation to the world. With 

Christ’s first coming, the reality of the promised kingdom that was predicted in the OT broke into human 

history. The statement “the kingdom is near” did not necessarily mean that the Kingdom would arrive in 

its completed and final form in John’s lifetime, though the breadth of the word’s meaning  allowed for 

that understanding as well.  Likewise, the phrase “the end is near” is not precisely equivalent to “the 

end of the world will happen soon,” although that was also possible.  Rather, these expressions are used 

in a broader semantic range, and refer to the last time period of God’s saving purposes.  

 

The first coming of Christ introduced a new element into human history and set the final phase of God’s 

salvation into motion. “Human history now moves under the shadow of the kingdom of God.”  It runs 

along the edge of the fulfillment of God’s purposes and could conclude at any moment. No man knows 

when the actual end of this age will take place (Matt. 24:36), but we are to live our lives with the 

understanding that because Jesus has risen from the dead, the actual end could also take place at any 

moment.  The end is near because God’s final purposes have come upon us. 

 

THE DUTY CONCERNING THEIR PERSONAL LIFE (v. 7b) 

4:7b - therefore, be of sound judgment and sober spirit for the purpose of prayer. 

 “The hope of Christ's return is an essential part of the believer's equipment for fruitful Christian living. 

In this passage, Peter discusses aggressive Christian service in the light of the impending end. The 

anticipation of the Lord's return must have an impact on present Christian conduct .  . .  In the face of 

persecution from without, believers, inspired by their hope of the future, must band together in loving 

service to each other to the glory of God” (Hiebert). 

 

"Therefore" (oun) applies our knowledge about the nearness of the end to our behavior. In the New 

Testament the future hope of Christ’s coming is frequently used to motivate Christian conduct (Matt. 

24:45–25:13; Rom. 13:11-14; 1 Cor. 15:58; 1 Thess. 4:18; Heb. 10:25; James 5:8-9; 1 John 2:28: 3:2).  The 

proper apprehension of this hope leads to self-discipline and mutual service (Hiebert). 

 

The first verb, "be of sound judgment" is used of one who was reasonable, sensible, prudent, and 

retained a clear mind. The readers are thus commanded to be self-controlled and balanced in their 

reactions, able to see things in their proper place (Hiebert). 

 

 The second command, "be sober,” is literally the opposite of intoxication. Figuratively, it is a call to 

remain fully alert and in possession of one's faculties and feelings.  
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The reason to be of sound judgment and sober is to have an effective prayer life. Prayer is the first 

resource for living out our faith in the Christian community and since we easily become distracted and 

unfit to minister to others, right thinking and being clear minded are needed to pray as we should.  

 

When hostility or conflict arises among others in the Christian community, people often respond in 

ungodly ways. The temptation is to disassociate with fellow believers, or speak maliciously of them. 

Jesus warned that in the end times the love of others will grow cold (Matt. 24:12). To overcome such 

ungodly behavior we need to pray, and our prayers need to be founded in self-control, not in response 

to our feelings at the moment.   

 

THE ACTIVITIES IN THEIR COMMUNITY RELATIONS (vv. 8-11a) 

The close connection between our personal lives and relationships in the Christian community is 

underlined by the fact that verses 8- 11 depend grammatically on the commands of verse 7 (Hiebert).  

God commands us to be of sound judgment and to be sober in prayer in order to be fervent in love (vv. 

8-9) and serve wholeheartedly (10-11a). 

 

4:8 Above all, keep fervent in your love for one another, because love covers a multitude of sins. 

 

“Above all” emphasizes the primary importance of love; love is the characteristic that enables the 

Christian community to survive. “One another” emphasizes the mutuality of love, and “fervent” points 

out the type of the love we are to have toward each other. To be fervent in love doesn’t mean to be 

emotional in our love, but to pursue love in spite of the difficulties we encounter in loving others. 

 

Love’s importance is found in that “love covers a multitude of sins" (v. 8b). Peter is probably quoting the 

latter half of Proverbs 10:12 which says, “Hatred stirs up strife, But love covers all transgressions.” If so, 

we have an idea of what “love covers a multitude of sins” means.  In Proverbs 10, we have a form in 

Hebrew poetry known as antithetic parallelism;  this means that the first half of the verse is parallel to 

the second half of the verse,  but is opposite in thought.  

 

 Hatred     stirs up strife 

  

 Love     covers transgression 

 

Covering a transgression is not stirring up strife.  In other words, the verse is speaking of covering the 

sins and failures in human relations.  Love refuses to deliberately drag out the injuries received by others, 

it refrains from talking about them, it discards bitterness; it therefore effectively puts an end to the 

problem. Love buries sins leveled against us.  “This gracious action of true love promotes the peace and 

harmony of the brotherhood, and is the very opposite of hatred which deliberately exposes the sin in 

order to humiliate and injure” (Hiebert). It is the direct result of being able to see things in their proper 

place, and being in full possession of one's faculties and feelings (see v. 7b above).  
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Paul says something similar in 1 Corinthians 13:4-7; “Love is patient, love is kind . . .  is not provoked, 

does not take into account a wrong suffered,  . . .  bears all things, . . .  endures all things.  Love never 

fails.” 

 

 4:9 Be hospitable to one another without complaint. 

 

Simply defined, hospitality is the willingness to welcome people into your home who don't ordinarily 

belong there. Most see hospitality as primarily an act where Christians would invite other Christians into 

their homes as overnight guests. Because Inns were unavailable, this was a courtesy extended to others. 

Though this was no doubt true, there is nothing in the context that suggests that this is the only 

application of hospitality. God says believers are to be hospitable “to one another”, which suggests that 

it was an activity that took place in the local Christian community where reciprocal action could be 

experienced.  If that is so, then Peter could have been referring to believers opening their homes for 

worship and fellowship since at that time local assemblies of believers didn’t have a building dedicated 

to such purposes, but met in homes instead. Hospitality could be costly to the family who was offering 

their home, for it marked them as Christians and set them up as a target for persecution by the 

unbelieving community. 

 

As far back as we look in the history of God's people, hospitality was considered to be an act of the 

righteous. When Job was protesting about his suffering, he reminded God of his virtues. He told God 

that he had never neglected hospitality. In Job 31:32 he said, " The stranger did not lodge in the street: 

but I opened my doors to the traveler." This is not surprising because the Lord himself said that Job was 

“blameless, upright, fearing God, and turning away from evil” (Job 1:1). Lot also opened his doors to the 

strangers who approached him at Sodom and went to extreme measures to be hospitable. When the 

men of the city demanded that Lot’s guests be brought out so they can have sex with them, Lot 

responded by saying, “I have two daughters who have never “known” a man” - take them instead (Gen. 

19:8). Such acts are almost inconceivable to us today, but emphasized the high value placed on 

hospitality.  

 

With these examples in our history, it is odd that for many Christians, hospitality is not even on their 

radar as something that pleases God. 

 

1. Hospitality is an act that imitates the hospitality of God shown to us 

 

Hospitality is a virtue that appears often in the OT. Leviticus 19 begins with God telling Moses to speak 

to the sons of Israel and tell them, “You shall be holy, for I the LORD your God am holy.” The contents of 

the chapter then describe certain things that make one ritually or morally holy. Included in this list is the 

command to be hospitable to strangers that enter the land. Leviticus 19:33-34 says, “When a stranger 

resides with you in your land, you shall not do him wrong.  The stranger who resides with you shall be to 

you as the native among you, and you shall love him as yourself, for you were aliens in the land of Egypt; 

I am the LORD your God.”  
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The reason that the people of God were to be hospitable was because they were once aliens who were 

shown hospitality by God.  

 

We were also shown hospitality by God.   

 

Ephesians 2:11-12    

11 Therefore remember that formerly you, the Gentiles in the flesh, who are called "Uncircumcision”  by 

the so-called "Circumcision," which is performed in the flesh by human hands--   

12 remember that you were at that time separate from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of 

Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 

 

We were excluded from the household of God. Yet according to Ephesians 2:13, we who are in Christ 

Jesus who were formerly far off, “have been brought near by the blood of Christ.” And as a result, we 

are no longer strangers and aliens, but fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God's household 

(Ephesians 2:19). The ultimate display of hospitality is what God has done for us in Christ.  

 

So first and foremost, our hospitality toward others is a reflection of God’s hospitality toward us, the 

reflection of the glory of God’s grace that we ourselves have experienced. 

 

Hebrews 13:1-2 says, “Let love of the brethren continue.  Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, 

for by this some have entertained angels without knowing it. “ 

 

Romans 12:10 tells us to “Be devoted to one another in brotherly love,” and then in verse 13 it says to 

practice hospitality. 

 

Likewise, after saying to be fervent in our love in 4:7, 1 Peter 4:8 tells us, “Be hospitable to one another 

without complaint.” 

 

In other words, Romans 12:10 tells us to be devoted to one another in brotherly love, Hebrews 13:1 says 

that we are to let love of the brethren continue, and I Peter 4 encourages us to keep fervent in our love 

for one another.  And in all three places hospitality is also mentioned. We are to pursue it, not neglect it, 

nor complain about it. 

 

It is not just a command that can be legalistically fulfilled with a quota of guests. It is a command to be a 

certain kind of person, namely, the kind that doesn't resent having to be hospitable. 
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2. Hospitality is an act whereby we invite Christ into our homes 

 

In Matthew 25:34-40 Jesus gives a parable that explains the basis upon which he will judge the nations.  

 

He says,  

 

34 "Then the King will say to those on His right, 'Come, you who are blessed of My Father, inherit the 

kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.   

35 'For I was hungry, and you gave Me something to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me something to 

drink; I was a stranger, and you invited Me in;  

37 "Then the righteous will answer Him, 'Lord, when did we see You hungry, and feed You, or thirsty, 

and give You something to drink? 

38 'And when did we see You a stranger, and invite You in, or naked, and clothe You? 

39 'When did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?' 

40 "The King will answer and say to them, 'Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did it to one of 

these brothers of Mine, even the least of them, you did it to Me.' 

 

In a similar way,  when Jesus sent His twelve apostles out to minister in His name He said, “Acquire no 

gold nor silver nor copper for your belts, no bag for your journey, nor two tunics nor sandals nor a staff, 

for the laborer deserves his food. And whatever town or village you enter, find out who is worthy in it 

and stay there until you depart” (Matthew 10:9-11).  He then said, “Whoever receives you receives me, 

and whoever receives me receives him who sent me” (Matthew 10:40).  

 

Hospitality for Christ’s sake welcomes God. 

 

Understanding these things helps us to see why it is important to “be hospitable without complaint.” 

There is no doubt that hospitality can be costly, burdensome, and irritating. The Greek term “complaint” 

denotes a muttering or low speaking as a sign of displeasure. “It depicts a spirit the opposite of 

cheerfulness. Such a spirit negates the value of the hospitality rendered and destroys the recipient's 

enjoyment of it. It is a ministry to be shouldered cheerfully if it is to be worthwhile” (Hiebert). 

 

What prevents us from being hospitable? 

 

1) Being Oblivious to God’s Word.  Some Christians just do not even consider hospitality as a character 

trait that God wants to develop in them.  Though they know that things like stealing, lying, and gossiping 

are wrong, they don’t consider with as much seriousness what is right.  

 

2) Being Careless in our Planning. Often we have good intentions, but have no plan to enact them.  We 

would love to have people over, but never seem to get around to it.  

 

3) Being Fearful.  Many people don’t want people over because they are embarrassed at how messy 

their house is, they are afraid someone will open the closet packed with stuff.  They are fearful that 
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someone will break something or spill on their new carpet.  They don’t realize that hospitality can be felt 

in the messiest and poorest of homes. 

 

We need to ask if God accepts such excuses. The Bible tells us that we were “created in Christ Jesus for 

good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them” (Ephesians 2:10).  If God 

has pre-ordained good works for us to walk in, how can we assume that at the same time He would 

order our lives in such a way that we cannot fulfill His desires?  

 

4:10 As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the 

manifold grace of God. 

4:11 Whoever speaks, is to do so as one who is speaking the utterances of God; whoever serves is to 

do so as one who is serving by the strength which God supplies; so that in all things God may be 

glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

 

“The final resource for the preservation of the Christian community is the stewardship of gifts of God’s 

grace they had received for the purpose of serving others” (Jobes, 281). 

 

The emphasis here is on the benefit we can offer to others by using the gifts God has given to us in His 

grace. Each has received a spiritual gift and each must employ his gift "in serving one another." There is 

a mutual benefit when these gifts are used for the sake of the whole body of Christ. God has made us 

interdependent; we benefit others, we are benefited by others, and we are benefited when we use our 

gifts to benefit others.  

 

“Christians are ‘stewards,’ not owners of the means and abilities they possess. A steward was one to 

whom property or wealth was entrusted to be administered according to the owner's will and direction.  

He was entrusted with its use, not for his own enjoyment or personal advantage, but for the benefit of 

those he served” (Hiebert). 

 

When those with speaking gifts speak, they are to recognize that their gift is from God.  When those 

whom God has gifted to serve, serve, they are to do so by God’s strength. The reason for conscious 

recognition that our gifts are from God is so that GOD is the one who is glorified.  This is the true goal in 

all Christian living. All that we have and do must magnify "God”, the God whom we now know and serve. 

He is the Fountain of all our gifts and blessings.  

 

“Through Jesus Christ” is a reminder that only through the reconciliation achieved in Him can God be 

truly glorified (cf. 1:21; 2:5; 3:18) (Hiebert). 


