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Last week we explored what it means to be living stones that are joined to Christ, the cornerstone, and 

talked about the kinds of sacrifices that we can offer to God as “priests.”  

 

Although we come to Christ as a precious stone, not all appreciate Him as such. Hundreds of years 

before Jesus appeared, hostility toward Him was predicted in the image of a stone rejected by the 

builders.  

 

2:6 For this is contained in Scripture: "BEHOLD, I LAY IN ZION A CHOICE STONE, A PRECIOUS CORNER stone, AND 

HE WHO BELIEVES IN HIM WILL NOT BE DISAPPOINTED." 

2:7 This precious value, then, is for you who believe; but for those who disbelieve, "THE STONE WHICH THE 

BUILDERS REJECTED, THIS BECAME THE VERY CORNER stone," 

2:8 and, "A STONE OF STUMBLING AND A ROCK OF OFFENSE"; for they stumble because they are disobedient to 

the word, and to this doom they were also appointed. 

 

5. Jesus is precious to God but rejected by those who disbelieve 

 

In I Peter 2:6-8, Peter quotes from three OT passages (v. 6 = Isa. 28:16; v.7 =Psa. 118:22; v. 8 = Isa. 8:14) 

and shows that there are two building projects: one by men, and the other by God. When assessed by 

human builders, Jesus is found to be unfit; nevertheless, God has made Him the cornerstone regardless 

of men’s assessments.  

 

Psalm 118 is a psalm of joy that includes both the prediction of the reign of the Messiah (Ps. 118:25-26 

cf. Matt. 21:9; Jn. 12:13) and His rejection (Ps. 118:22). It was well known by the people of Israel and 

was sung by the Levites at Passover to celebrate the deliverance of Israel from Egyptian bondage 

(Carson, 1027). So this Psalm was being sung during the week that Jesus was crucified (Jn. 12:1; 13:1; 

18:28). As the Levites sang Psalm 118, the Psalm itself was being fulfilled before their eyes; Jesus, the 

rejected stone, was crucified. Furthermore, the parallelism goes even deeper. The deliverance from 

slavery in Egypt foreshadowed the greater deliverance from the bondage to sin. It was through His 

rejection that the true meaning of the exodus and Passover came to pass. 

 

The Jews’ blindness to this psalm is hard to understand. We know a messianic interpretation of the 

“foundation stone” in Isaiah existed before the writing of the NT.1 Nevertheless, the scribes and priests 

could not see that the same stone was rejected in Psalm 118. This fact is borne out in Matthew 21:33-46 

(cf. Lk. 20:9-19).  After hearing Jesus tell the parable of the evil tenants who killed the son of the owner 

of the vineyard and declare that the owner would destroy the tenants and rent the vineyard to someone 

else, the people responded in horror - “May it never be!” (Lk. 20:16). Though they couldn’t help but 

admit that for such a sin the punishment was just and what might be expected, they could not bear to 

hear of it. Jesus’ response to their horror was to quote from Psalm 118:22-23, Daniel 2:34, and Isaiah 

8:14-15 and ask what these passages mean (Lk. 20:17). The assumption is that what should happen to 

the tenants of the vineyard is self-evident for the Scriptures themselves say: “The stone that the 

builders rejected has become the cornerstone (Psa. 118:22). Everyone who falls on that stone will be 

broken to pieces; but on whomever it falls (Isa. 8:14-15), it will scatter him like dust” (This is also 
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probably an allusion to Daniel 2:34 that refers to a stone not cut by human hands that comes from a 

mountain, which is later identified as a kingdom that crushes all the other kingdoms). Jesus then 

concludes that the kingdom of God shall be taken from the Jews and given to a nation yielding its fruits 

(Matt. 21:43).  

 

Paul used the same verse with the same application in Romans: “What shall we say then? That Gentiles, 

who did not pursue righteousness, attained righteousness, even the righteousness which is by faith; but 

Israel, pursuing a law of righteousness, did not arrive at that law. Why? Because they did not pursue it 

by faith, but as though it were by works. They stumbled over the stumbling stone,  just as it is 

written, ’Behold, I lay in Zion a stone of stumbling and a rock of offense, and he who believes in him 

will not be disappointed.’" (Ro. 9:30-33).  

 

That which humanly speaking could not happen, did! The Gentiles who were not looking for 

righteousness are the ones who attained it. On the other hand, the Jews who tried to attain 

righteousness didn’t because they tried to get it by their own strength instead of faith. They refused to 

submit to the method of justification that God proposed. They stumbled over Christ, the Rock, who is 

the foundation of true faith and life.  

 

“We too readily overlook how fundamentally divisive Jesus Christ is, even though the point is repeatedly 

made not only in the NT but in the OT prophecies concerning Him” (Carson, Commentary of the NT use 

of the OT, 1026).  In encountering Christ, people are changed. Some respond positively, others do not.  

Those who reject the Stone do not find salvation but will instead find that the stone they rejected will 

crush them. Those who accept Him are not disappointed. The Lord provided a foundation stone for the 

nation of Israel and placed it in Zion (Jerusalem), but Israel completely missed it. The same stone exists 

today and all who reject it, whether Jew or Gentile, do so at their own peril. 

Once again we see the theme of election (cf. I Pet. 1:1-2). The divine passive “to this doom they were 

also appointed” can only mean that God has appointed them to this end. Nevertheless, God’s 

sovereignty does not relieve man of responsibility, for Peter has also said they “stumble because they 

are disobedient to the word.” 

In verse 9 Peter turns his attention back to the believer with the words, “But you.”  

2:9 But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE FOR God's OWN POSSESSION, 

so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 

2:10 for you once were NOT A PEOPLE, but now you are THE PEOPLE OF GOD; you had NOT RECEIVED MERCY, 

but now you have RECEIVED MERCY. 

 

We are a Chosen Race, a Holy Nation 

The terms “chosen” and “race” are both significant. Being chosen indicates God’s initiative in saving us. 

We didn’t choose Him; He chose us. “Race” denotes descendants of a common ancestor and thus 

designates a people with a common heritage, sharing the unity of common life” (Hiebert, 132). 
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In the OT Israel is called a “chosen” people (Isa. 43:3).  In Deuteronomy we learn that the basis of God’s 

election had nothing to do with any intrinsic superiority of the people (Deut. 7:6-8) but was due to His 

love for the fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and in line with keeping His promise that their 

descendants would become a great nation. The only reason that the nation has a holy status is because 

they were chosen by God (Deut. 4:37; 14:2). 

 

The fact that Israel was chosen by God makes them a unique nation distinct from every other nation on 

the earth. This national election, however, does not guarantee individual salvation. That is based on 

God’s election of the individual for salvation. In Deuteronomy 10:15-16, those who are elected for 

salvation are commanded to circumcise their hearts, while the nation had outward circumcision only. 

Paul tells us, “For they are not all Israel who are descended from Israel; nor are they all children because 

they are Abraham's descendants . . . it is not the children of the flesh who are children of God, but the 

children of the promise are regarded as descendants” (Ro. 9:6-8).   

What is true of Israel is now applied to every believer under the New Covenant. We too are the elect of 

God. We are a new race, united by our common heritage through the new birth (I Pet. 1:23), and 

“because it is a spiritual birth, it transcends all natural distinctions of ancestry, languages, or cultures” 

(Hiebert, 132).  

TYPOLOGICAL SIGNIFICANCE  

“The phrase ‘chosen race’ echoes Isaiah 43:3, which announces that God Himself is Israel’s only Savior, 

who will deliver His people from their exile in Babylon. Peter frames his letter in the motif of the historic 

Babylonian exile in order to identify his readers with the OT promises of deliverance” (Jobes, 158). Later 

in Isaiah 43:20-21, God declares that His chosen people were formed for Himself to declare His praise. 

Peter directly applies the same mandate to his Christian readers.  

 

The fact that Christians form a new race is one of the reasons Christians are rejected by the world. In the 

first century they were alienated from society (see notes on 1 Pet. 1:1). We are still alienated today.  

 

We are a Royal Priesthood  

Throughout the NT, Israel’s exodus from Egypt is used as a picture to portray the freedom of God’s 

people from the slavery of sin. Peter also draws from the covenantal language directed toward Israel at 

that time to explain what God has done in Christ. Exodus 19:5-6:  “. . . . you shall be My own possession 

among all the peoples, for all the earth is Mine;  and you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy 

nation.' These are the words that you shall speak to the sons of Israel."  

 

Although Israel had its own priesthood, as a holy nation every individual could be viewed as a priest in 

relation to the unbelieving world. What was to be true of them is true of every believer who has 

experienced the salvation of God. 
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The priest’s primary service to God was to offer sacrifices on behalf of the people (see notes on I Pet. 

2:4-5), but they also served God by being His witnesses. In the OT the priest was called “the messenger 

of the Lord” because he proclaimed the law (Mal. 2:7; Lev. 10:11; Deut. 33:10).  We too are to be 

messengers of the Lord by proclaiming “the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into 

His marvelous light.” “Rendered more literally, the believer is to advertise the excellencies, or noble acts 

of God” (Saucy, The Church in God’s Program, 43), “especially the redemption brought about by Christ’s 

death and resurrection, and the divine wisdom, love, power, and mercy which lay behind it and in it” 

(Swelyn, 167).  

 

Note the following: 

 

1. The church’s purpose is defined by her mission. We are to proclaim the excellences of God, both 

verbally (II Cor. 5:20) and through our behavior (I Pet. 2:12). This behavior includes suffering for 

righteousness (I Pet. 2:20-25) as Christ did.  

2. The sovereignty of God in salvation comes up again in verse 9; God is the one who calls us out of 

darkness into light. 

3. In the context of being priests, “light” most likely indicates that we have been transferred from 

darkness into God’s presence (cf. I Jn. 1:5; II Cor. 4:6). 

 

The fact that all believers are priests to God is known in theology as “the priesthood of all believers.” 

This must not be construed as meaning that there is no structure of authority in the church such as 

elders/pastors/overseers; rather it establishes the ideas of obedience, privilege, holiness, mission, and 

self-identity for everyone who knows Christ.  

 

We are People for God's Own Possession 

The concept of the “people of God” also originates in the OT in reference to Israel. Israel was a people, 

who through God’s election, was established to have a special relationship with Him. Israel is distinct 

(holy) from all other nations on the basis of this relationship. 

Deuteronomy 14:2 says, "For you are a holy people to the LORD your God, and the LORD has chosen you 

to be a people for His own possession out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth.” 

Based on these verses in I Peter, some assume that the church has replaced Israel as the people of God. 

However, such a conclusion is unwarranted, for the prophets predicted that others besides Israel would 

come under the designation of “the people of God”. Zechariah 2:11 says, “Many nations will be joined to 

the Lord.” Even before the NT came into existence, it was predicted that the title “people of God” would 

extend to Gentile nations.  

The people of God include Jews and Gentiles who are one because they are all related to God through 

the same covenant salvation. 
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The emphasis once again is a great blessing – being God’s possession should cause every believer to be 

filled with gratitude and joy.  

2:10 for you once were NOT A PEOPLE, but now you are THE PEOPLE OF GOD; you had NOT RECEIVED MERCY, 

but now you have RECEIVED MERCY. 

 

“For” of verse 10 explains how we became a people of God; we were shown mercy. 

 

God is frequently portrayed in the OT as One who abounds in mercy (Exo. 34:6; Psa. 103:8; Jonah 4:2). In 

fact, He delights in showing mercy (Mic. 7:8). Mercy is often used of God’s immovable loyalty to His 

covenant and love for Israel, especially when Israel was unfaithful (Lincoln, 100, O’Brien, 165). It is an 

expression of love and generosity which is unexpected (Anderson, O’Brien, 165). Mercy is neither a duty 

nor an obligation, but a free act of God based on the promises He has made to His people. It is His 

response to a desperate, helpless situation and is related to grace, love, and compassion, all of which 

are extended to Jew and Gentile alike. “Mercy,” like “grace,” emphasizes that man is not part of the 

picture. It is a free act that comes from God and is directed toward people who cannot rescue 

themselves. 

 

Chapter 2 verse 10 is Peter’s final description of the believer and is an allusion to Hosea 2:23, implying 

that we are a fulfillment of that ancient prophecy.  

 

At the time when Hosea was written, Israel was an unholy nation who had rejected God. Hosea’s 

prophecy in 2:23 is the promise of Israel’s future restoration. Though Israel had estranged herself from 

God, the prophet predicts that a day will come when there will no longer be any estrangement. Israel 

will be bound to God and He to them. 

 

In an extremely beautiful OT passage God says through the prophet Hosea: 

 

2:19 "I will betroth you to Me forever; Yes, I will betroth you to Me in righteousness and justice, 

in lovingkindness and mercy; 

2:20 I will betroth you to Me in faithfulness, and you shall know the LORD. 

 

The word “betroth” speaks of the grace of God. It means “to woo a virgin.” Though the majority of the 

book of Hosea pictures Israel as an adulteress or a harlot, God now calls out to her as if she were an 

unsullied virgin. She is seen as though she has never sinned. (cf. II Cor. 11:2; Eph. 5:25-27; Feinberg, 

Minor Prophets, 21). 

 

The intensity of God’s commitment to His bride is emphasized by the fact that three times in these two 

verses He says He will “betroth” Himself to her, and each time He adds a new dimension to His love. He 

will be with His bride (1) forever, (2) in righteousness, (3) in justice, (4) in lovingkindness, (5) in mercy, 

and in (6) faithfulness. 
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Then God says,  

2:21 “It shall come to pass in that day that I will answer," says the LORD; "I will answer the 

heavens, and they shall answer the earth. 

2:22 The earth shall answer with grain, with new wine, and with oil; They shall answer Jezreel. 

 

After the relationship to Israel is restored, God is free to shower His blessings upon His people once 

again (cf Hos. 2:3, 9). Verse 21 implies that the skies are pleading with God to send rain to the earth and 

this is God’s answer to the skies’ request. He declares, “I will answer the heavens.”  

 

Likewise, the earth is pleading to the heavens for rain, and the sky will answer the earth’s cry. Lastly, the 

grain, vine, and tree then ask the earth for its provisions to prosper, and the earth responds so that 

there is an abundance of food, oil, and drink. And they all shall answer Jezreel!  

 

The valley of Jezreel was the center of Israel’s food production and means, “God plants” (cf. Hos. 1:10-

11; Mic. 5:7; Isa. 37:31). Israel’s needs (and by application – our needs too) will be met in a bountiful 

abundance once mercy is displayed. 

 

From this context comes Peter’s quote: 

 

2:23 Then I will sow her for Myself in the earth, And I will have mercy on her who had not 

obtained mercy; Then I will say to those who were not My people, 'You are My people!' And 

they shall say, 'You are my God!' " 

 

The tendency of most people who read this passage is simply to read verse 23 as a reference to Gentiles 

becoming the people of God. But that is not what God is saying. These verses are telling us that God 

Himself will plant Israel in the earth and she too will prosper.  Hosea 1:11 which is correctly paraphrased 

by The New Living Translation says, “What a day that will be-- the day of Jezreel-- when God will again 

plant his people in his land.” Similar wording is used of Judah in Isaiah 37:31: “the house of Judah shall 

again take root downward and bear fruit upward.” 

In Hosea 1:6, Hosea’s wife Gomer had a second child through adultery and the child was named Lo-

Ruhamah, meaning “not pitied.” His third child was named Lo-Ammi, meaning “not My people” (1:8). 

When these names were given, they were appropriate for they were representative of the condition of 

Israel at that time. Israel was no different than the Gentile nations around her; she was like those who 

were not God’s people.  

 

The condition of Israel and the promise of future blessing in these verses provide a parallel for us today.  

Though Israel was declared to no longer be the people of God, God would show her mercy. In the same 

way, God would show mercy to others who are not His people through the salvation of Israel’s messiah.  

 

In Romans 9:22-25, Paul tells us that although God desires to demonstrate His wrath and make His 

power known by judging those who are in rebellion against Him (cf. Ro. 2:5), He endured them with 
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patience (9:22) in order that He might make His glory known to us (vessels of mercy – 9:23). Then he 

adds “. . .  not from among Jews only, but also from among Gentiles.  As He says also in Hosea, "I will 

call those who were not My people, 'My people,' and her who was not beloved, 'beloved.'" 

 

All who enter the New Covenant do so on equal ground; both Jew and Gentile are people in need of 

mercy.  Rebellious Israel in the times of Hosea thus becomes a picture of the Gentile world, and as such 

a symbol of all who need mercy.  

 

In Ephesians 2, Paul enumerates our blessings but contrasts what we have in Christ to what was the 

possession of Israel:  

 

2:11 Therefore remember, that formerly you, the Gentiles in the flesh, who are called 

"Uncircumcision” by the so-called "Circumcision," which is performed in the flesh by human 

hands-- 

2:12 remember that you were at that time separate from Christ, excluded from the 

commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and 

without God in the world. 

2:13 But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought near by the blood 

of Christ. 

 

Five deficiencies are listed and all of them are related to being outside of God’s saving purposes and His 

people, Israel. 

 

(1) We were separated from Christ. In the theme of Ephesians, this means that we were outside the 

realm of life and salvation. To Gentile readers it may sound strange to put “being outside of Christ” and 

“being outside of Israel” in a parallel thought, but Paul conceives of Messiah as belonging to Israel. (2) 

We were separated from the commonwealth of Israel.  This meant that we were alienated (estranged) 

from the sphere of God’s elect. (3) The Covenants with God were enjoyed by the elect. The plural, 

“covenants,” includes the covenant with Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and David. (4) We were without hope, 

excluded from the promise of Israel’s Messiah and ultimately, salvation. (5) “Without God” signifies that 

we were without the true God.  

 

The words, “But now,” in Ephesians 2:13 introduce a dramatic contrast to the position we currently 

enjoy. Though we were once “far off” we have “come near” in Christ (see notes on Eph. 2:20-22). In 

Christ we receive the salvation of Israel’s Messiah, we have become God’s elect, we are beneficiaries of 

the Abrahamic Covenant – “in you (Abraham), all the families of the earth will be blessed” (Gen. 12:3), 

and we now have hope and have entered into a relationship with the living God.  

 

Thanks be to God who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ!  
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Note 1:  During the exile in Babylon, the Jews gradually forgot Hebrew (in which the OT was written) and 

began speaking Aramaic, so paraphrases of the OT were written in Aramaic to be read in the synagogues. 

These paraphrases were called Targums. In a Targum of Isaiah the “foundation stone” was believed to 

be a reference to messiah (Carson, 1025), dating this interpretation long before Christ appeared. 


