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After telling us that having tasted the kindness of the Lord we should long for the milk of the word, Peter 

tells us how we are to view our relationship to Christ; Jesus is the “living stone,” rejected by men but 

precious to God; we too are living stones joined to Him to build a spiritual house.  

  

I Peter 2:4-8 

 

 4 And coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected by men, but choice and precious in the sight of God, 

  5 you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up 

spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 

  6 For this is contained in Scripture: "Behold I lay in Zion a choice stone, a precious corner stone, And he 

who believes in Him shall not be disappointed." 

  7 This precious value, then, is for you who believe. But for those who disbelieve, "The stone which the 

builders rejected, This became the very corner stone," 

  8 and, "A stone of stumbling and a rock of offense"; for they stumble because they are disobedient to 

the word, and to this doom they were also appointed. 

   

1. Jesus is the Living Stone 

 

In verse 6, Peter refers to Christ as the cornerstone, as he does in his speech in Acts 4:11-12.  No doubt 

he is just repeating what he had been taught; Christ identified Himself as the rejected stone as well 

(Matt. 21:42-44; Mk. 12:10-11; Lk. 20:17-18).  

 

The word “cornerstone” (akpoyoniainos - avkrogwniai/oj) only appears in the Greek translation of the 

OT, 1 Peter, and other Christian writings; it never appears in any Greek literature of the time period 

(Carson, Commentary of the NT use of the OT, 1026). It seems that this stone is part of the foundation 

rather than the capstone on top of the wall or an arch (as some suggest), for it is called “a stone of 

stumbling” (I Pet. 2:8) and it is hard to imagine someone stumbling over a capstone on the top of a 

building. It is also related to a foundation in Ephesians 2:20-21. In the Book of Isaiah, the cornerstone is 

both an image of hope that saves God’s people, and a rock of judgment that crushes His enemies (Isa. 

28:16, 8:14-15). Christ fulfills the function of the cornerstone in Isaiah and in Psalm 118:22; He is the 

stone which supports the whole weight of the building and is of foundational importance among the 

people of God in obtaining their salvation, as well as the One who will crush the enemies of God.  

 

2. We are also living stones, being built into a spiritual house with Christ 

SEE GRUDEM P. 108  

The choice of the word “house” over “temple” makes the word ambiguous. “House” can refer to either 

a dynasty (a people), or a building where deity lives (Jobes, 150). In this verse the emphasis is on a 

building. Those who come to Christ become living stones who are used by God to build a spiritual 

building, a spiritual house where God dwells.  The fact that this “house” is built in Zion clearly shows that 

the temple where God’s presence resided is in view. Paul said we are “God's household, having been 

built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone,  in 

whom the whole building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord,  in whom you 

also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit” (Eph. 2:19-22).   



2 
Ted Kirnbauer  I Peter 2:4-5 10/21/12 

 

There are two words commonly used in Greek that are translated as “temple;” naos (nao,j) and hieron 

(ìero,n). Naos (nao,j) most often refers to the Holy of Holies, the inner sanctuary, where the presence of 

God resided, or to the holy place that was next to the holy of holies and contained the altar of incense, 

the table of show bread, etc. The hieron (ìero,n) is a broader term that includes both the temple precinct 

and the sanctuary. In the OT the temple building was in the midst of Israel and signified God’s personal 

presence among His people, but the people were never called “the temple.” However, in the NT we find 

that believers are called the naos (nao,j) of God, the holy place where God Himself dwells; “Do you not 

know that you [PLURAL = you people, collectively, that is, the church] are a temple of God and that the 

Spirit of God dwells in you?” (I Cor. 3:16) 

 

The imagery of living stones speaks of unity and significance and identifies the purpose of believers. We 

as a church are meant by Christ to be a corporate dwelling of God in the Spirit. We are joined to Christ 

and to one another so we can offer up sacrifices to the glory of God.  

 

3. We are a holy priesthood 

 

“We are not merely the passive building where God dwells; we are also the active participants in 

worship. And not just participants, but a special kind of participant, the priests” (Piper). 

 

The priests brought the sacrifices into the tabernacle in the OT, but now that tabernacle is replaced by 

the church, and the priests are replaced by you, those who believe in Christ. It is our privilege as priests 

to draw near to God with spiritual sacrifices. 

 

4. We offer spiritual sacrifices  

 

As priests, God’s people are qualified to offer up spiritual sacrifices. 

 

What are the Spiritual Sacrifices that the believer offers? 

 

In the context, Peter is probably referring to obedience as the sacrifice that pleases God (Michaels, 101), 

for we are a “holy” priesthood.  This reminds us of 1:15-16 where holy conduct is mentioned. But verse 

9 also mentions that we are to proclaim the glories of God, which could also be what Peter intended. 

Whatever the case may be, the Scriptures mention numerous sacrifices we can make to God. 

 

The Sacrifice of Our Lives 

 

Using the terminology of the OT sacrificial system, Paul says in Romans 12: 

12:1 I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living and holy 

sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. 

12:2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that 

you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect. 
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A barrier between God and man exists because God is holy. If God was not willing to accept a substitute 

for our sin, we would never be able to approach Him. For that reason, the Levitical system of sacrifice 

was given to man. It was through sacrifice that man could enter the presence of God in the temple. The 

need for holiness in the presence of God has not changed.  

 

 In the OT, only animals that were free of any blemish could be offered to God as a sacrifice. We are to 

offer a nobler, more spiritual sacrifice – ourselves.  Though the expression ”your bodies” is nearly 

equivalent to “yourselves,” Paul probably used it deliberately not only to make a stricter analogy to an 

OT sacrifice,  but also to emphasize that our total being is to be offered (I Cor. 6:20).  

 

In contrast to the sacrifices in the OT where the animal was slain before it was offered, our sacrifice is to 

be living. A living sacrifice is perpetual. It is not offered once and consumed upon the altar, rather it 

continues as long as we have life. It must be perpetual, for the presence of a holy God is always with us. 

It must also be holy. In this context, “holy” is almost equivalent to “without blemish” in the OT. Our 

sacrifice is to be free from anything which would cause the offering to be rejected. 

 

Lastly, Paul says that our sacrifice is to be “acceptable” (i.e. well-pleasing). In sacrificial terms this is 

comparable to a “sweet-savor” sacrifice. These were sacrifices in which God took particular delight, for 

they were free will sacrifices of worship and praise (as opposed to non-sweet savor sacrifices that were 

offered for sin) – cf. Eph. 5:2; Phi. 4:18.   

 

When we offer ourselves to God in this way, it is a “reasonable (“spiritual” in the NAS is probably a poor 

translation) service of worship.” “Reasonable” in English can mean that God isn’t asking too much of us.  

But in Greek, the word means that it is rational. It is worship that comes from the mind. The opposite of 

rational worship is worship that is mechanical, automatic, or ritualistic. The lesson to be learned from 

the word “rational” is that we are not “spiritual” in the biblical sense unless our worship is characterized 

“by conscious, intelligent, consecrated devotion to the service of God” (Murray, 112). 

 

Not only is God to be worshipped in our minds, there is to be a corresponding holiness of life. Verse 2 

tells us “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds.” The 

“world” (literally, “age” - ai.w,n - aion;  not ko,smoj – kosmos) draws attention to the characteristics of the 

period that we live in. It is the moral environment, not the physical environment. Satan is called the God 

of this world (age) in II Corinthians 4:4 (cf. Eph. 2:2). Being “conformed to this world” stresses sharing 

the same character, values, morals, aspirations, impulses, etc. with the unbelieving, while being 

“transformed” stresses with equal strength movement in the opposite direction. “Transformation” is a 

change of appearance from one thing to another (Haldane, 556; Matt. 17:2; II Cor. 3:18). Instead of 

looking like the unbelieving, the Christian is to be transformed by allowing the truth of the Word of God 

to change his thinking so that his life matches the new spiritual world into which he has been introduced 

(II Cor. 3:18). (Notice, the word “transform” is a passive verb. We don’t transform ourselves; rather it is 

God who transforms our conduct through the renewal of our minds. We are commanded to cooperate 

with this transformation process. )  
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The result of a transformed life is that “you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and 

acceptable and perfect.” The word “prove” in Greek can have the meaning of “discern,” “test,” or 

“approve.” In this case, the believer is not testing God’s will to see if it is good or bad, rather, through 

the renewal of the mind the Christian is able to recognize (discern) God’s will which is described as 

“good and acceptable and perfect.” The same thought is found in Ephesians 5:8-10 – “For you were once 

darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light (for the fruit of the Spirit is in all 

goodness, righteousness, and truth), proving (finding out by experience, recognizing, discerning) what is 

acceptable to the Lord.” “The renewed mind, enlightened by the Spirit, and tuned by regeneration to 

seek God’s glory, will compare the options and thereby perceive what course of action will best please 

God” (Packer, Rediscovering Holiness, 172). 

 

“This passage involves two facts: first, that God had a plan for our lives, which He is very willing and 

desirous that we should discover; and, second, that only those who surrender themselves to Him, 

rejecting conformity to this age, can discover that will” (Newell, 456).   

 

The Sacrifice of Praise and Thanks 

 

Hebrews 13:15: Through Him then, let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the 

fruit of lips that give thanks to His name. 

 

“Through Him” is in an emphatic position in Greek stressing that it’s through Christ alone, not the 

Levitical system or any other means that the worshipper can come to God (cf. I Pet. 2:5). Our association 

to sacrifice is no longer with animals but with Christ. It is not physical but spiritual.  

 

“Sacrifice of praise” follows the wording in Leviticus 7:12 that describes the peace offering. A peace 

offering was a voluntary offering that was brought whenever the worshipper chose to render special 

thanks to God. 

 

This “sacrifice of praise” is further described as “the fruit of lips that confess his name.” The wording is 

taken from the Greek translation of the Hebrew OT in Hosea 14:2. In the original Hebrew it reads “calves 

of our lips.” In other words, we can offer sacrifice (calves) to God through our speech. The sacrifice that 

pleases God are words acknowledging and praising Him, as well as words of thanks and praise that flow 

from our hearts.  

 

In Hebrews 13:16 two more examples are given of sacrifices which we can offer. 

 

The Sacrifice of Doing Good 

 

Hebrews 13:16:  And do not neglect doing good and sharing; for with such sacrifices God is pleased. 

 



5 
Ted Kirnbauer  I Peter 2:4-5 10/21/12 

To “do good” is a general idea, referring to any act that pleases God, while “to share with others” has, 

more specifically, to do with giving material possessions, experiences, encouragement and comfort.  

 

In Judaism sacrifices were offered at specific times for specific reasons, but there are no circumstances 

in which praise, doing good, and sharing should cease. According to verse 15, these sacrifices are to be 

offered continually. 

 

The Sacrifice of Sharing in the Work of the Ministry 

 

Hebrews 13:16:  And do not neglect doing good and sharing; for with such sacrifices God is pleased. 

 

Paul calls giving financial support to the work of the ministry “a fragrant offering, an acceptable 

sacrifice, pleasing to God. “ (Phil. 4:18) 

 

“The first expression (lit. an odor of sweet smell), appears frequently in the OT, first as a description of 

Noah’s sacrifice (Gen. 8:21) and then in the directions for the Levitical offerings (cf. Exo. 2:18, 25, 41; Lv. 

1:9, 13, 17). At Ezek. 20:40, 41, in an eschatological context, the language is transferred and applied to 

the house of Israel, whom the Lord promises to accept as “a sweet smelling sacrifice” when He gathers 

them from the nations where they had been scattered. The original imagery of a fragrant offering is that 

of God taking pleasure in the odor of the sacrifices that His people offer Him. The expression is then 

used figuratively of an offering (or those who offer it) that is pleasing and acceptable to Him” (O'Brien, 

541).  

 

In the NT the sacrificial death of Christ is called “a fragrant offering” (Eph 5:2). In speaking of the 

financial gifts of the Philippians as a fragrant odor, Paul is asserting that they are of the highest worth 

since they are pleasing to God (O'Brien, 541).  

 

The second sacrificial expression in Philippians 4:18 means “acceptable sacrifice” and was the common 

word used for either animal or grain sacrifices in the OT. “In addition it could include spiritual sacrifices 

such as a broken spirit (Ps. 51:17) or of the sacrifice of praise (Ps. 50:8)” (O'Brien, 541). Paul uses the 

term “acceptable” as the goal and motivation of the whole Christian life (Ro. 12:1, 2; 14:18; II Cor. 5:9; 

Eph. 5:10, cf. Col. 1:10). Financial giving is part of a well-rounded life that brings pleasure to God. 

 


