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15:35 But someone will say, "How are the dead raised? And with what kind of body do they 

come?" 

Until now Paul had been demonstrating how the whole Christian life, the work of Christ, and the 

character of God Himself hinged upon the resurrection. The word “dead” appeared 11 times in verses 1-

34. “The dead” in verse 35 refers to the bodies of those who died. The questions, "How are the dead 

raised? And with what kind of body do they come?" make this clear. From now on, the word “body” is 

prominent. 

If our bodies are raised from the dead, then there is a continuity between our present and future 

existence. The point of continuity lays in the body. Nevertheless, the resurrection of the body is not just 

the resuscitation of a corpse; our present body must be changed for a spiritual existence. It needs to be 

transformed into a glorified body (Phil. 3:21).  

Paul prepares the way for understanding the future, spiritual body by offering comparisons to things in 

the world we are familiar with. 

1)  First, in verses 36-44, he makes an analogy to a seed and the plant that comes from it (vv. 36-38). 

Then he points out the existence of many different kinds of bodies (vv. 39-44). These illustrations move 

us from what we know by observation to what we have not yet experienced.  

2) In verses 45-49 Paul further illustrates different kinds of bodies by referring to “a body sown” and “a 

body raised.”  To do this he expands upon the Adam / Christ analogy he had mentioned in verses 21-22.  

3)  Lastly, in verses 50-57, we find the climax of the entire argument. Paul argues for the absolute 

necessity of the transformation of believers to enter into a spiritual existence.  

15:36 You fool! That which you sow does not come to life unless it dies; 

15:37 and that which you sow, you do not sow the body which is to be, but a bare grain, 

perhaps of wheat or of something else. 

15:38 But God gives it a body just as He wished, and to each of the seeds a body of its own. 

The analogy of the seed and the plant illustrates that through death one living thing can have two 

modes of existence (Fee, 779).  

Resurrection is analogous to the sowing of seed. Seeds and the plants that spring from them have the 

same “DNA”; they are the same organism in two different forms. At the same time, they are clearly 

different; a seed is transformed into something vastly more glorious, but it must be buried (“die”) for 

this transformation to take place. “Burying the dead, is like committing seed to the earth, that it may 

spring out of it again” (Barnes). 

Although the sprouting of seeds is normally conceived of as a “natural” process, Paul attributes this 

process to God (15:38). God gives each seed a body just as He wished. God’s purposes are not stopped 

by the seed going in the ground, rather it is through burial that a new existence comes forth.  

15:39 All flesh is not the same flesh, but there is one flesh of men, and another flesh of beasts, 

and another flesh of birds, and another of fish. 

15:40 There are both heavenly bodies and earthly bodies, but the glory of the heavenly is of 

one kind, and the glory of the earthly is of another. (my translation) 
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15:41 There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory of the 

stars; for star differs from star in glory. 

In verses 39-41 Paul elaborates on the last part of verse 38: “God gives each a body as He wished.” First, 

he points out that there is a difference in glory among “earthly bodies”. 

15:39 All flesh is not the same flesh, (that is, flesh differs from flesh in glory) 

there is one flesh of men,  

another flesh of beasts,  

another flesh of birds,  

another of fish. 

 

Then he shows that there is also a difference in glory between earthly and heavenly bodies. That is, 

“There are both heavenly bodies (listed below) and earthly bodies (listed above), but the glory of the 

heavenly is of one kind, and the glory of the earthly is of another” (15:40). 
 

15:41  There is one glory of the sun,  

another glory of the moon,  

another glory of the stars;  

for star differs from star in glory. 

In sum, through observation we see that there is a difference in kind and a difference in splendor with 

each body. Earthly bodies are not without glory, but their glory differs from the heavenly bodies. Each 

body is fit for the existence that God designed for it. 

15:42 So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown a perishable body, it is raised an 

imperishable body; 

15:43 it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; 

15:44 it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is 

also a spiritual body. 

In verse 42 Paul draws his conclusion from the two previous analogies: “so also is the resurrection of the 

dead.” Just as flesh differs from flesh and one star differs from another, so the resurrection body will 

differ from the present one. Four examples in verses 42-44 tell how our present body differs from our 

future body.   

1. Our body is sown a perishable body; it is raised an imperishable body. The body is now subject to 

decay and disease. Death is evidence of its perishable state. But this is not our end; our body will be 

raised imperishable. It will not wear out.  There will be no sign of aging. We will never be subject to any 

kind of sickness or death or disease.  Revelation 21:4 says, “there will no longer be any . . . pain; the first 

things have passed away."  

2. Our body is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory. Our present body is in a lowly position, filled with 

misery, shame, lamentation and complaint. It bears the scars and guilt of sin. It will be raised in glory. In 

Philippians 3:21 “glory” is used of Christ’s resurrection body and the transformation of our body into the 

likeness of His: “[God] will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with the body of His 

glory.” 

We do not have a perfectly clear idea of what our new body will be like. When Christ rose from the dead 

He appeared as He did before He died. However, after He ascended, He returned to the glory He had 



3 
Ted Kirnbauer  1 Corinthians 15:35-58 3/8/2020 

before the foundation of the world. When He comes again, He will come in glory. Although Daniel 12:3 

says that we “will shine brightly like the brightness of the expanse of heaven, and those who lead the 

many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever.” This, however, is probably simply a word picture 

saying that the evil will perish, but the righteous will shine forever. No one really knows if the glory of 

our resurrected bodies will be external or not. Let it be enough for us to know that “just as we have 

borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly” (1 Cor. 15:49).   

3. Our body is sown in weakness; it is raised in power. Power is contrasted to the weakness which we 

see in our bodies now. Our present existence can be described as “weakness”. It is frail, vulnerable, and 

fragile. Our body soon grows weary, and must be refreshed by rest and sleep. In a little more than 

seventy years it is worn out, and drops into the grave.  Someday, however, when we are raised, we will 

have the fullness of strength and power. Our body will be fully operative to carry out its purposes.  

4. Our body is sown a natural body (sw/ma yuciko,n); it is raised a spiritual body (sw/ma pneumatiko,n).  

Although we cannot define precisely what a spiritual body is, when words are used antithetically, the 

meaning of the one enables us to determine the meaning of the other. We can, therefore, in this case 

learn what the word “spiritual” means, from what we know of the meaning of the word “natural.”  

The adjectives “natural” (yuciko,n) and “spiritual” (pneumatiko,n) were already used in 2:14 to describe 

the believer and unbeliever. Natural (yuciko,n) translates an adjective based on the Greek word for soul 

or life (yuch,). It describes the body animated by the soul. A natural body is an earthly body, made of the 

dust of the earth (Gen. 2:7; 1 Cor. 15:47), and has constant need of being repaired; it must be sustained 

by the oxygen in the air and by the chemical elements in food. In 2 Corinthians 5:1, Paul likens his 

earthly body to a tent that is to be abandoned for an eternal dwelling. 

Spiritual (pneumatiko,n) doesn’t describe something immaterial (a spirit), but almost always refers to 

something that comes directly from God, or exhibits the effects and character of the divine. It can 

describe anything material, or immaterial that is of supernatural origin. It means “pertaining to the 

spirit” and is used of a spiritual person, spiritual thing, spiritual gift, etc. For example, in 1 Corinthians 

3:1 Paul said, “I could not speak to you as to spiritual men . . .” In 1 Corinthians 12-14 it is used of 

spiritual gifts; that is, supernatural abilities given by God to edify the church. In 1 Corinthians 10:3 the 

manna eaten by the Israelites is called spiritual food. It was of supernatural origin. Although scholars 

argue about what manna was, no one ever suggested that it was not a physical substance. People 

ground it in mills, baked it, boiled it; it had a certain appearance and its taste was described; if kept too 

long it even bred worms! (Exo. 16 and Num. 11) As the manna was a physical substance that was called 

“spiritual”, so is the resurrection body (McClain, The Greatness of the Kingdom, 524-525).  

Thus, Paul is not saying that people are raised as a spirit body; that would be a contradiction in terms - a 

spirit is not a body. Rather, in contrast to our present body, we will have a body animated by and 

consistent with the character and activity of the Holy Spirit; it will bear the image of a heavenly person 

and be fit for an eternal existence. Our bodies will be spiritual in nature though physical in substance, 

actually consisting of flesh and bones (Lk. 24:39). One is earthly (fit for this earth); the other is spiritual 

(designed for the life to come) and is under the dominion of the Spirit. 

15:45 So also it is written, "The first man, Adam, became a living soul." The last Adam became 

a life-giving spirit. 
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The content of this paragraph (15:45-49) is meant to show that there is a natural and a spiritual body as 

Paul has been arguing all along. The comparison of Adam and Christ presupposes that the readers of 

Paul’s letter have already read verses 21 and 22: “For since by a man came death, by a man also came 

the resurrection of the dead.  For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive.” These verses 

help explain verse 45.  

In verses 21 and 22 Paul had shown that all in Adam die; in Christ all will be made alive. From this He 

concludes, “if there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body” (15:44). That is, just as there is a 

body for existence in the world as we know it, so there is a body that comes through resurrection. Adam 

is the archetype of the one; Christ is of the other.  

The first Adam was the representative man for all who bear his likeness.  He was given a body that is 

described as “soulish” (Gen. 2:7 – Adam became a living soul [yuch.n zw/san]). His existence was tied to 

the earth. His body was subject to decay, weakness, and death. His descendants are nothing more than 

he was. They have a soulish existence tied to this world and are likewise subject to weakness and death. 

The contrast between the first Adam and the last Adam cannot be exaggerated. Just as a natural body is 

the opposite of a spiritual body, the first Adam is the opposite of Christ, the last Adam. Christ is not a 

soulish creature who dies; He is a life-giving spirit, the source of resurrection life and the representative 

of all who bear His likeness. He has a fully spiritual existence; He possesses a spiritual body, and is the 

head of a new race.  

Christ being called a “life-giving spirit” could be somewhat confusing since Christ rose bodily from the 

dead. Numerous explanations for this expression have been offered. The following (although a bit 

complicated) seems most reasonable to me.   

As Barnes says,  

The word "spirit," here applied to Christ, is in contradistinction from "a living being," as applied 

to Adam, and seems to be used in the sense of spirit of life, as raising the bodies of his people 

from the dead, and imparting life to them. He was constituted not as having life merely, but as 

endowed with the power of imparting life; as endowed with that spiritual or vital energy which 

was needful to impart life. All life is the creation or production of "spirit" (Πνεῦμα Pneuma); as 

applied to God the Father, or the Son, or the Holy Spirit. Spirit is the source of all vitality. God is 

a spirit, and God is the source of all life. And the idea here is, that Christ had such a spiritual 

existence such power as a spirit; that he was the source of all life to his people. The word "spirit" 

is applied to his exalted spiritual nature, in distinction from his human nature, in Romans 1:4; 1 

Timothy 3:16; 1 Peter 3:18. The apostle does not here affirm that he had not a human nature, or 

a vital existence as a man; but that his main characteristic in contradistinction from Adam was, 

that he was endowed with an elevated spiritual nature, which was capable of imparting vital 

existence to the dead. 

In other words, just as the Holy Spirit is a life-giving Spirit, the Father is a life-giving Spirit, Christ also is a 

life-giving Spirit.  John 1:4 says, “in Him was life.” In John 14:6 Jesus said, "I am the way, and the truth, 

and the life.” In John 11:25 He said, "I am the resurrection and the life.” 1 John 5:20 says, “And we know 

that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so that we may know him who is true; 

and we are in him who is true, in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life.”  
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15:46 However, the spiritual is not first, but the natural; then the spiritual. 

Paul’s purpose in this verse seems to be to vindicate the statement which he had made earlier.  The 

seed comes first then the plant, so the natural body (our body of weakness) comes before the spiritual. 

There is a proper order to both. The purely-human, adamic- man, comes first; the person bearing the 

likeness of Christ comes second. This idea is carried through the following verses. 

 

15:47 The first man is from the earth, earthy; the second man is from heaven. 

15:48 As is the earthy, so also are those who are earthy; and as is the heavenly, so also are 

those who are heavenly. 

15:49 And just as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the 

heavenly. 

Verses 47 through 49 describe the representative nature of both Adams and the order of their 

existence. The first Adam was made from the dust of the ground (15:47; “earthy” [coi?ko,j,  choikos] is a 

word that Paul coined) . The second Adam (Christ) has a heavenly origin. The descendants of the first 

Adam are the same nature as Adam (15:48a). But those who are in Christ will be like Him who has a 

heavenly origin (15:48b). Just as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of 

the heavenly (15:49). 

15:50 Now I say this, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor 

does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 

Verse 50-57 form the climax of Paul’s discourse.  

“Flesh and blood” is an expression that refers to the weaknesses and limitations of humans – in this 

case, particularly of our body as it is now constituted (cf. Heb. 2:14; Matt. 16:17; Gal. 1:16; Eph. 6:12). It 

also speaks of humanity corrupted by sin (Thiselton, 1291) and suffering the consequence of sin and the 

curse. Humanity, bearing the effects from the fall, cannot enter the kingdom of God. Resuscitation of a 

corpse would be insufficient, for the body itself needs transformation. The kingdom of God is eternal; 

we age and decay. It is impossible for the human body in its present form to enjoy eternal longevity. 

What is sown as a natural body must be raised as a spiritual one. That which is perishable needs to be 

changed to fit an eternal existence.  

15:51 Behold, I tell you a mystery; we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 

15:52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, 

and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. 

15:53 For this perishable must put on the imperishable, and this mortal must put on 

immortality. 

A mystery was something unrevealed in the past that was made known (Matt. 13:11; 1 Cor. 4:1). The 

mystery is that though perishable things cannot inherit imperishable things we shall be changed. We 

shall not all die. The mortal will put on immortality. 

The last trumpet signals Christ’s return (Matt. 24:31; 1 Thess. 4:15-17). The trumpet was used for 

gathering people and mentioning it means just that: God will gather His people. 
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Paul anticipated the return of Christ at any time. There were no events in Paul’s mind that had to 

transpire before his Lord returned. And when He did, all would be changed. The living and the dead 

would put on that which is imperishable. Those who died would not fail to receive the blessing of His 

kingdom, and those who are alive when He comes will not be left with corruptible bodies. 

15:54 But when this perishable will have put on the imperishable, and this mortal will have 

put on immortality, then will come about the saying that is written, "Death is swallowed up in 

victory. 

15:55 "O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?" 

We are presently perishable. We are mortal. But when Christ returns someday, we shall be given an 
imperishable, immortal, resurrected body. At that time, the saying, "Death is swallowed up in victory” 
shall come to pass (Isaiah 25:8). If something is “swallowed up” it means that it is gone completely and 
forever. When we rise from the dead and conquer death, death will cease to exist; death will be 
swallowed up by resurrection. 

Prior to Christ’s resurrection, death was always victorious. There were no challengers. No one could ask 
death, “Where is your victory?” That is, no one could say, “Hey death, what happened? Why weren’t 
you victorious?” . . . because death never lost; it defeated everyone.   

The glorious news is that Jesus has defeated death and someday, we who are in Him will defeat death as 
well. In that day, the resurrected will mock death as a defeated tyrant; they will sneer at death’s 
impotence and ask, “Where is your victory? Where is your sting?” (Hos. 13:14).  These two questions 
reveal that what was once true of death is no longer true.  

15:56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law; 

15:57 but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Death has a sting. The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.  

A sting is something that inflicts pain or damage. Sin is what makes death something to be dreaded. If 
there was no sin, death would not be capable of inflicting pain. But there is sin and the law gives sin 
power because it makes sin punishable. If there was no law, there would be no violation (Ro. 4:15), and 
if there was no violation, there would be no punishment. But the law demands that sin be punished. 
When we die, the power of sin is unleashed, for every person will condemned as they stand before the 
Judge of heaven and earth. Thus, because of sin and the law, death is something to dread.  

But, thanks to Jesus, death is no longer victorious; death no longer has a sting (it can no longer inflict 
pain). The victory of death and the sting of death have been swallowed up in the victory of Christ at His 
death and resurrection. Christ conquered both death and sin, so death will not be the final victor. As 1 
Corinthians 15:57 says, God gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ; Christ’s victory is our 
victory. 

15:58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the 

work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord. 

Knowing the reality of the resurrection, Christians should be steadfast. Unlike the Corinthians, they 

should not cave in to worldly philosophy and empty thinking that would call into question the 

resurrection of the dead. But since Jesus has risen, they should abound in the work of the Lord knowing 

that what they do for Him is not in vain, for it will not end at the grave. 


