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FIRST FAMILIES 
August 21: Hester 
Group 10:00am at 
Village East  
August 21: Women’s 
Bible Study 12:30pm in 
the FH 
August 22: Women’s 
Bible Study 8:00am in 
A100 
August 23: Preschool 
Choir 5:45pm in C121 
August 23: Children’s 
Choir 5:45pm in the 
Choir Room 
August 23: Nursery for 
babies through 3 years 
6:30pm 
August 23: Mission 
Friends 6:30pm in C118 
August 23: R.A.s/G.A.s 
6:30pm 
August 23: Youth Bible 
Study 6:30pm at Petros 
August 23: Discipleship 
University 6:30pm 
August 23: Traditional 
Choir 7:30pm in the 
Sanctuary 
August 24: Men’s 
Prayer Group 6:30am in 
the Sanctuary 
August 24: 
Stewardship Committee 
Meeting 6:00pm in 
A202 
August 25: Douglass 
Class 6:00pm in the FH 
August 28: Women’s 
Bible Study 12:30pm in 
the FH 
August 29: Women’s 
Bible Study 8:00am in 
A100 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John Thweatt  

Toward the end of AW Tozer’s life, he spoke of the invasion of the world into the 
church and said the war was lost. He said, “In many churches, Christianity has been 
watered down until the solution is so weak that if it were poison it would not hurt anyone, 
and if it were medicine it would not cure anyone.” 

The argument is not traditional worship versus contemporary worship…I think the 
argument is how the Word of God is preached. Ultimately, we have to listen to a sermon 
and ask ourselves if this is the kind of message that brought Jesus to the cross and the 
disciples to martyrdom.   

I had a seminary professor who spoke of two of the great preachers of our 
past. He said one of them would preach and people would walk away thinking, “My, what a 
preacher,” but the other would preach and the same people would walk away thinking, 
“My, what a Savior.” That is the difference.   

Recently, someone came up to me and told me that their daughter had attended a 
mega church and when she came home she said, “They spent 45 minutes talking about 
how great their church was and 15 minutes talking about how great Jesus was.” Then she 
said something that absolutely made my day, “John spends the whole time talking about 
Jesus.” 

I’m not saying that to bring attention to myself, but I am sharing that with you 
because we need to make sure that the sermons we listen to are biblically driven. Some 
preachers will read a text and then use it like a diving board and jump right into what they 
wanted to talk about, but biblical preaching involves taking the Word of God and letting it 
speak for itself. In other words, biblical preaching stays within the text and never goes 
anywhere else. 

Paul spoke of the end times and said, “I charge you in the presence of God and of 
Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing and His 
kingdom: preach the Word, be ready in season and out of season, reprove, rebuke, and 
exhort, with complete patience and teaching. For the time is coming when people will not 
endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves 
teachers to suit their own passions, and will turn away from listening to the truth and 
wander off into myths.” (2 Tim 4:1-4) 

That day is upon us. Some of the largest churches in our country have preachers 
who are more motivational speakers than preachers. We live in a generation of people who 
love themselves and when you ‘preach’ and tell them how great they are, you will draw a 
crowd, but when you speak to their sin and the need to repent,  many will respond like the 
people of John 6:60, “When many of the disciples heard it, they said, ‘This is a hard saying, 
who can listen to it?’”   

This isn’t about worship style and it isn’t about church size—I’d love for FBC to 
grow, but we cannot sacrifice biblical truth to draw people. We must focus on worshipping 
Him, preaching and teaching His Word, and making disciples. That’s an area in which we 
can all improve! 

In Christ, 

Pastor’s Pen 



Love & Care  
Buddy and Joyce 
Mewbourne 
294 Lee Lane 
Talladega, AL 35160 
   
Please remember Mr. and 
Mrs. Mewbourne in your 
prayers and with cards/
notes of encouragement.  

Women’s Book Club 
September meeting will 
be on Monday, 
September 11, 6:00pm, 
at the home of Karen 
Nabors.  
The book for this month is                
Flies on the Butter 
by Denise Hildreth 
 
Please R.S.V.P. to Karen 
Nabors 

Military Person of the 
Week 
Capt. Zachary Eason 
279 Meadowview Lane 
Prattville, AL 36066 
 
Zachary is in the Army 
National Guard, and the 
grandson of Charlene 
Eason. Please remember 
Zachary in your prayers 
and with cards/notes of 
encouragement. 

  Mark your calendar 
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30 Ways to Pray for People in  
Authority by Gary P. Bergel 
The life of every citizen of every  
nation is impacted by a vast  
multitude of individuals who wield 
significant influence each day.  
Consider: millions of elected  
officials, appointed judges, lawyers, 
police officers, bureaucrats, military 
officers, business executives and 
managers, those involved in church  
leadership, educators, medical 
practitioners and hospital  
administrators. How might we pray 
for these individuals? Here are 30 
things based on Scripture that we 
can pray for people in authority. 
Don’t overwhelm yourself. Select 
one person or group of people and 
then pray one of these things each 
day for them.  
 
25.That they be shielded from  
occultism, New Age cults, false relig-
ions, and secret societies (Is.1:29, 
2:6).  
 
26.  That they be presented with 
biblical worldviews and principles 
(Eph. 3:10). 
 
27.That they endeavor to restore the 
sanctity of life, families, divine order, 
and mortality in our nation (Eph. 
5:22-6:4). 
 
28.  That they would work to reverse 
the trends of humanism in our      
nation (1 Chron. 12:32, Is. 59:19). 
 
29.That they desire humility and 
meekness and be willing to serve 
and cooperate (Jn. 13: 13, Titus 3:1-
2). 
 
30.  That they be prepared  to give 
account to Almighty God (Heb. 9:27). 

 
 
 
 

Jolly Elders 
Senior Adults: If you are 55 or older, 
come join us Thursday, August 31 
at 10:30 am in the Fellowship Hall 
for a special Jolly Elders. Lyle 
Harmon, Chief Assistant District 
Attorney, will discuss how you can 
avoid scams and those con artists 
who prey on Senior Adults. Reserva-
tions are required so please fill out 
the  perforated information section 
in the bulletin and check “I will at-
tend the next Jolly Elders meeting” 
and drop it in the  offering plate . 
Reservations may also be made by 
calling the church office by August 
28 at noon. Jolly Elders meet on the 
last Thursday of each month. 

Chic Class 
Children’s Information Class for  
students moving toward baptism. 
Sept. 24, 5:00-7:00pm in B202. 
Parents will join child from  
5:00-6:00pm to discuss and learn 
about baptism and salvation.  
Children will enjoy food and more 
discussion as parents join the  
evening service from 6:00-7:00pm. 
 
Fifth and Sixth Grade Leadership 
Retreat 
We love getting to use our 5th and 
6th graders as leaders in our  
children’s ministry! This leadership 
retreat is created for 5th and 6th 
graders to connect with one  
another, learn some leadership 
skills, and discuss how they can use 
their gifts and talents to serve in our 
ministry. 
 Meet at the church at 5:45pm 

on Friday, August 25. Please 
eat dinner before you come. 

 We are going to Shocco Springs! 
 Wear casual clothes with tennis 

shoes for wall climbing, rope 
swing, and more! 

 Parents will need to pick       
children up at the church at 
9:30pm.  



       

 

 

 

   

Sunday, August 20, 2017 
Ushers 
Traditional Service 9:00am Team 3 
Dana Merrymon, Mike Dickinson, Frank 
Hopson, Erskine Funderburg, Terry Chism, Gary 
Savage, James Dendy, Darrell Harper  
 
Contemporary Service 10:15am Team 3 
Chad Tidwell, Jimbo Roe. Keith Moore, Dondi 
Lee 
  
Deacons on Call  Team 9 
Chris Stallings 205-405-8151 
Jim Mann 205-338-6461 
 
Preschool Security 
Dan Cain 
 
Library 
Barbara Hayes 
Wynette Pennington 
 
Parish Nurse 
Lynne Lee 
Callie WIlliams 
 
Scripture Reader 
  9:00—Dana Merrymon 
10:15—Carla Slovensky  
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Aug 20—Lisa Hobbs 
Aug 21—Kimberly Brownlee 
Aug 21—Andrew Tyus 
Aug 22—Jake Rachel 
Aug 23—Joyce Shibilia 
Aug 23—Amelia Alverson 
Aug 23—Caroline Alverson 
Aug 23—Jacob Harper 
Aug 23—Noah Parker 
Aug  24—Shannon Ginn 
Aug 25—Lauren Crain 
Aug 25—Diana Gunn 
Aug 26—Jason Callahan 
Aug 26—Teresa Kirby 
Aug 26—Jolene Owens 
Aug 26—Kaitlyn Talley 
  

Happy Birthday! 

August Prayer Focus 
 Pray for the men of our church to be strong, spiritual leaders.  

Joshua 1:1-10, 24:15 Be strong and courageous; do not fear… I will be 
with you. ...choose this day who you will serve. 



Sandra Frost—Ministry Assistant/Financial 12 Years 

Chris Dewaal—Minister to Children and Families 2 Years 

Jennifer Causey—Nursery 18 Years 

FIRST FAMILIES 
 

“Living For  
His Glory” 

August Staff Anniversaries! 

Regular Weekly services 
Sunday: 
8:45-11:45 am–
Library Open 
9 am– Traditional 
Worship 
9 am– Contemporary 
Sunday School 
9 am– Nursery for 
infants and toddlers 
9 am– Tree House 
Preschool Worship  
(3-5 year olds) 
9 am– Illuminate 
Children’s Worship 
(Grades 1-6) 
9:45-10:15 am– 
Parish Nurses take 
blood pressures in 
Library office 
10:15 am– 
Contemporary Worship 
10:15 am– Traditional 
Sunday School 
6 pm– Nursery for 
babies through age 5 
6 pm– Evening 
Worship  
 
 
 
 

Wednesday Schedule 
5:45 pm– Preschool 
Choir– Room C121 
5:45 pm– Children’s 
Choir– Choir Room 
6:00-7:15 pm– Library 
Open 
6:30 pm– Nursery for 
babies through 3 years 
6:30 pm– Mission 
Friends for 4-5 years 
olds—Room C118 
6:30 pm— R.A.s/G.A.s 
grades 1-6 
6:30 pm– Discipleship 
University  
6:30 pm– Youth 
Petros Prime TIme, 
Grades 7-12, Petros 
7:30 pm– Traditional 
Choir  
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Facts & Figures   
Description 

August 13, 2017 
 Totals 

SS Enrollment 858 

SS Attendance 467 

VA Sunday School  41 

Illuminate/Tree House 61 

Offering  $34,512.50 

Offering Over/Under Budget YTD ($97,631.82) 

Building Fund Offering to date $2,073,620.29 

2017 Myers/Mallory to date $1,135.00 

2017 Lottie Moon to date 
2017 Goal $100,000 

$6,090.00 

D.U. Weekly Totals 101 

Petros Project Payoff to date $841.00 

 


