
 
September 16, 2020 

Dear Friends and Neighbors of Faith Church, 

This letter is to let you know of our plans to host Tent City 4 (TC4) on our property for a period of 
120 days beginning in October. We are awaiting City Council approval of our plan and permit, on 
which they are supposed to vote at their October 6 meeting. TC4 has been staying at Mary, 
Queen of Peace Catholic Church for the last 7 months, but MQP is planning some building 
renovations that require the space. You may recall that TC4 previously stayed at Faith Church in 
2014, and we had an extremely positive and rewarding experience at that time. Several families 
near the church visited and brought meals to the camp during their stay. 

Tent City 4 is a community of homeless people, joining together to solve the shared problem of 
having no place to stay, as well as to provide safety in numbers. Currently about 20 people make 
up TC4, and the community will not exceed 30 people while staying at Faith Church. The camp 
has been in existence since 2004, and camp members consider themselves a family and are 
protective of one another. They operate by a strict code of conduct (enclosed), which includes 
rules about violence, substance abuse, panhandling, and other unacceptable behaviors. Those 
who don’t respect the code of conduct are removed from the community. During this current 
Covid-19 pandemic the camp has worked particularly hard at keeping camp members healthy. 
With adherence to King County Health Department requirements and periodic testing, they have 
had no cases of Covid-19. 

Faith Church is motivated by our faith to do what we can to provide for the poor and lift up the 
downtrodden as Jesus taught us to do. In addition to space, we will provide water, sewer, and 
electricity to the camp and will work with the camp leadership on other infrastructure needs. 
Groups from the church and the community may also provide meals on a rotating schedule. Any 
excess donations TC4 receives are paid forward to the Issaquah Food and Clothing Bank. 

Having hosted TC4 before, we feel very confident in the success of this upcoming experience. 
However, we also understand you may have some questions and concerns. A list of Frequently 
Asked Questions is enclosed with this letter, and we will be holding a Zoom community meeting 
on Thursday, October 1, at 7:00 p.m. Members of Faith Church, Mary, Queen of Peace, TC4, and 
the Sammamish Police Department will be available to further discuss the plan for the camp’s 
temporary residence at the church and answer questions you may have. Register for the 
community meeting at faithunited.org/serve/tentcity4. 

Warmly, 
Rev. Elizabeth Ingram Schindler 
hello@faithunited.org 
425-392-0123 

http://faithunited.org/serve/tentcity4
mailto:hello@faithunited.org


FAQS ABOUT FAITH CHURCH HOSTING TC4 

What is Tent City 4? 
Tent City 4 is a community of homeless people, joining together to solve the shared problem of 
having no place to stay, as well as to provide safety in numbers. The camp has been in existence 
since 2004, and camp members consider themselves a family and are protective of one 
another. Currently about 20 people make up TC4, and the community will not exceed 30 people 
while staying at Faith Church. They will set up camp in the upper parking lot of the church, and 
Faith will provide electricity and utilities, as well as daytime use of the Annex in the event of 
inclement weather. 

Why would Faith Church host a homeless encampment? 
Faith Church is motivated by our faith to do what we can to provide for the poor and lift up the 
downtrodden as Jesus taught us to do. Not only do we have the space and resources to support 
the safety of 20 people, we are also currently not allowed to use our building for our regular 
worship services and programs. In addition, we have been developing a relationship with TC4 for 
several years now, providing meals and welcoming them to special events on campus. Our 
congregation feels an affinity with TC4 and supports the decision to host them. 

How can I help support TC4 while they are staying at Faith Church? 
Groups from the church will provide meals on a rotating schedule, and any neighbors who wish 
to may join the schedule. TC4 also welcomes donations of food and clothing. Any excess 
donations TC4 receives are paid forward to the Issaquah Food and Clothing Bank. Please contact 
the church to find out more about how to get involved specifically. 

Is it safe for us to have a homeless encampment on church property and in the 
neighborhood? 
Yes. The last time TC4 stayed at Faith Church, there were no incidents with any of the residents 
that threatened anyone's safety. Similarly, their recent hosts at Mary, Queen of Peace have had 
no safety issues. In addition, there are currently no regular church or community gatherings on 
our campus due to the pandemic safety protocols of Faith Church and the PNW Conference of 
the UMC. In the Beginning Preschool is operating remotely, worship services and Christian 
education classes are online, and community groups such as scouting groups are remote, as 
well. Thus, TC4 will not be sharing the campus with other groups at this time, though Faith 
Church volunteers will monitor and support TC4's operations. 

What is Faith Church's policy for ensuring good behavior from TC4 residents? 
What would cause Faith to evict the encampment? 
TC4 operates by a strict Code of Conduct, so generally the residents police themselves. Any 
actions taken by Faith Church will be commensurate with the seriousness of an offense, and we 
will work with the TC4 leadership to determine an appropriate course of action. Any incident 
involving felony charges would most likely involve the eviction of TC4 from our property. At a 
minimum, those involved would be asked to leave TC4. 

There are three general categories which would cause Faith to evict TC4 from its property: 
1. Ongoing or pervasive illicit narcotics use within the encampment 



2. Any incident of harassment or misconduct between a member of the TC4 community and a 
staff member of ITBP or Faith Church. 

3. Any incident of misconduct, no matter how minor, involving a TC4 resident and a child. 

Will residents be allowed to smoke on the property? What about marijuana? Is 
alcohol allowed in TC4? 
TC4 residents will be allowed to smoke tobacco in designated areas on our property, following 
the county guidelines for proximity to buildings. Every effort will be made to mitigate the effects 
of tobacco smoke on neighboring properties. Marijuana and alcohol are not allowed on church 
property. 

How many residents will there be in TC4? 
Faith Church will cap the number of residents at 30 while they are staying with us. 

Is there a financial incentive for hosting TC4? 
No. On the contrary, Faith Church pays the cost of the permit and will supply water and power to 
the encampment. 

Why did we not have more notice? 
Timelines have been compressed because of the late notice of TC4’s need to leave their current 
location. The church leadership council approved TC4’s request at their August meeting, and we 
have been working with the City of Sammamish to turn our permit around quickly since then. The 
City Council required two weeks of notice to neighbors before the community meeting, which will 
take place on Thursday, October 1, 2020, at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom. We are in compliance with those 
requirements.


