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Question Last Week at End of Class
• Question Raised - How do we distinguish between Worship & Culture.  

Some believers do not celebrate Christmas & Easter as these holidays are 
rooted in pagan origin.  Is it wise to participate?

• History of Christmas – Centuries before Christ – Northern Europeans would 
celebrate the Winter Solstice – The longest night of the year - They knew 
that the long dark night would begin growing shorter and Spring was 
coming –

• It Denmark they would burn a Yule log and feast and celebrate until the 
log(s) completely burned (as long as 12 -15 days)– again looking for the 
coming spring and longer days

• It was the perfect time for celebration because the days were long, crops 
had been collected & stored, animals had been killed for winter food, and 
cold and dark severely restricted activities – Long days of work were ended 
and used as a time to celebrate in the harvesting that had been collected



Question from Last Week
• In anticipation of spring when things would be green & colorful again people 

would decorate evergreens with red balls and lights to signify the colors of 
springs and the upcoming longer light of day

• It was a festival to looking forward to the better months of Spring & Summer
www.history.comMistletoe, though, that was started by the Druids, who 

believed it was an all-powerful healing item from the 

sacred oak tree.

If you met someone in the forest you gave them 
the sign of peace under the mistletoe so people 
started to hang mistletoe above their doorways as 
a symbol of peace. 
It was not until 4th Century the Catholic Church 
declared a holiday honoring Christ

Puritans tried to ban Christmas during 17th Century
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https://earthfriendlygardening.wordpress.com/2007/12/31/a-parasitic-holiday-tradition/


Question from Last Week
• Again – Solstice & Equinox was important time of the year – "People 

mapped their whole life according to the patterns of 
nature."

• “Since pre-historic times, people have celebrated the equinoxes and 
the solstices as sacred times," University of Sydney - Professor Carole 
Cusack said.

• This the time when the Sun is exactly above the Equator, which makes 
day and night of equal length.

• Spring or Easter Equinox was important because spring was there 
with upcoming planting, new animal babies, longer sunlight days & 
etc.

• Some European countries celebrated Eostre who was a goddess 
of spring or renewal and that's why her feast is attached to the 
vernal equinox



Question from Last Week

• In most countries in Europe, the name for Easter is derived from 
the Jewish festival of Passover.

• Two centuries after Jesus life it was changed to a celebration of His 
Death & Resurrection

"Eggs, as a symbol of new life, 
became a common people's 
explanation of the resurrection; 
after the chill of the winter 
months, nature was coming to 
life again," Professor Cusack 
said.  They would celebrate by 
decorating the eggs for they joy 
of the upcoming spring.



So these Festivals were 
actually a celebration of the 
times and seasons that God 

made



Should we Celebrate Holidays
• Paul Said  - Eat anything that is sold in the meat market, without 

asking questions for conscience’ sake; FOR THE EARTH IS THE LORD’S, 
AND ALL IT CONTAINS. If one of the unbelievers invites you, and you 
wish to go, eat anything that is set before you, without asking 
questions for conscience’ sake. 1 Corinthians 10:25-27 (NASB)

• But he who doubts is condemned if he eats, because his eating is not 
from faith; and whatever is not from faith is sin. Romans 
14:23 (NASB)

• Do you drive a Mazda a Saturn or Mercury? The Mazda car is 
named after the chief Persian deity, Ahura Mazda. Saturn after 
the goddess Saturnalia, or the god Mercury?



All the days of the week 
are named after pagan 
deities.

• Sunday = Sun’s Day

• Monday = Moon’s Day

• Tuesday = Tyr’s Day

• Wednesday = Woden’s
Day

• Thursday = Thor’s Day

• Friday = Frey’s Day

• Saturday = Saturn’s Day

Most months of the year are also named 
after various pagan deities.
•January = Janus’s month
•February = month of Februa (pagan 
purification)
•March = Mars’ month
•April = Aphrodite’s month
•May = Maia’s month
•June = Juno’s month
•July = Julius Caesar’s month
•August = Augustus Caesar’s month
•September = the seventh month*
•October = the eighth month*
•November = the ninth month*
•December = the tenth month*



• Do you eat Mars Candy Bar?

• Do you wear Nike Clothing?

• Do you use Venus Razors?

• Buy Hermes Handbags?

• Invest in Janus Funds?

• Have you visited the Statue of Liberty?

• Have you visited the Washington Monument? Lincoln Memorial? 
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier? The Capital? Declaration of 
Independence? Constitution?  Mount Vernon?

• Do you celebrate birthdays of your children? Your Spouse?

• Do you celebrate your wedding anniversary?

• Do you celebrate 4th of July? Veterans Day? New Years? Thanksgiving?



Colossians 2:16-20
• Therefore do not let anyone judge you with reference to eating or 

drinking or participation in a feast or a new moon or a Sabbath, 
which are a shadow of what is to come, but the reality is Christ. Let 
no one condemn you, taking pleasure in humility and the worship of 
angels, going into detail about the things which he has seen, inflated 
without cause by his fleshly mind, and not holding fast to the head, 
from whom the whole body, supported and held together by the 
ligaments and sinews, grows with the growth of God. If you have died 
with Christ to the elemental spirits of the world, why do you submit 
to them as if living in the world? “Do not handle, do not taste, do 
not touch,” which things are all meant for destruction by consuming 
according to human commandments and teachings, which things 
although they have, to be sure, an appearance of wisdom in self-
made religion and humility and unsparing treatment of the body, do 
not have any value against the indulgence of the flesh.



• Acts 27:9 When considerable time had passed and the voyage was 
now dangerous, since even the fast (Yon Kippur or Day of 
Atonement) was already over, Paul began to admonish them

• Paul choose to participate in Jewish festivals and rites

• Acts 24:17-18 So after many years, I came to practice charitable giving 
and offerings to my people, in which they found me purified in the 
temple courts, not with a crowd or with a disturbance.

• As Christians, we have the liberty to celebrate the customs if we desire -
so long as we don’t hold that our choices must become requirements for 
all Christians.

• Paul chose to observe certain aspects of Jewish life for a variety of good 
reasons, including to silence his Jewish critics and out of an appreciation 
for how these feasts pointed to Christ. 

• Rom. 7:6 But now we have been released from the Law, having died to 
that by which we were bound, so that we serve in newness of the Spirit 
and not in oldness of the letter.



Fests/Festivals of OT
Festival of: Participation

Passover To remember the Passover of Death Angel in Egypt

UNLEVENED BREAD 7 days (8 total) remembering Passover and not to be leavened by world

FIRSTFRUITS Remember 1st born save in Egypt and the 1st shock of Barley harvested from Crop

Weeks or Pentecost Festival of Joy – 1st harvest of wheat, 50 days after crossing the Red Sea, 
Commemoration of Law from Saini, Joy of establishment of OT Kingdom 

Trumpets Beginning of the Civil Year – Sacred Day of Assembly & Rest – Israel appears before God

Atonement Day of cleansing the tabernacle, people,  priests & King before God

Tabernacles or 
Booths

Festival Of Joy to for Olive and Grape harvests - People would construct palm branch 
huts and live in 

Weekly Sabbath Weekly time to rest and Give Thanks & commune with God

New Moon Each month sacrifice 2 young bulls, 1 ram and 7 yearling lambs without blemish. A grain 
offering accompanied each sacrifice: for a bull three tenths of an ephah of fine flour 
mixed with oil; for each ram, two-tenths of fine flour mixed with oil; for each lamb one-
tenth of fine flour mixed with oil. A libation of half a hin of wine accompanied the 
sacrifice for a bull, one-third of a hin for a ram and one-quarter of a hin for a lamb.

Sabbath Year Every Seven Years the land was allowed to Rest

Year of Jubilee Land returned to original owners, debts forgiven, etc.



• Acts 21:22-24 [22] What is it therefore? the multitude must needs come together: 
for they will hear that you are come. [23] Do therefore this that we say to you: We 
have four men which have a vow on them; [24] Them take, and purify yourself with 
them, and be at charges with them, that they may shave their heads: and all may 
know that those things, whereof they were informed concerning you, are 
nothing; but that you yourself also walk orderly, and keep the law.

• Acts 18:21: “I must by all means keep this coming feast (Pentecost?) in 
Jerusalem.”

• Romans 14:5-7  One person prefers one day over another day, and another 
person regards every day alike. Each one must be fully convinced in his own 
mind. The one who is intent on the day is intent on it for the Lord, and the 
one who eats eats for the Lord, because he is thankful to God, and the one 
who does not eat does not eat for the Lord, and he is thankful to God. For 
none of us lives for himself and none dies for himself.

• Summary:  Col. Says let no man condemn you about festivals, because we have 
died to Christ – Romans says we are released from the law

• Paul participated in Passover, Pentecost, taking a Nazarite Vow –



Conclusion:  We are free to participate in “holidays” or not 
participate – These times in our family is a time to gather 
together from the demanding schedules that prevent us being 
together. We do not celebrate Christ’s Birth but do His Death 
each Sunday morning.  


