
September  2022 
I began my day on Sunday,  August 28th by hooking my pickup on to a trailer loaded with items 

from the church that closed last year in North Dakota.  It was a hot day and I knew it was going to be the 
first of several long days to come.  Then it was off to church here in Highmore, SD as it was my Sunday 
to preach; our minister left the first of June to become a Biblical Professor at Summit Christian College.  
Then as soon as church was over, my wife and I headed west, toward the new church NPEA is helping 
plant in Creston, Montana, just east of Kalispell near Glacier National Park. 

 
 It was a sad day when Revive CC closed its doors the end of February in 2021.  NPEA offered 
some of the stuff to Storyline CC in Colorado earlier this year, and now we hope that Mountain View CC 
will receive good use of these items also. 
 
 I quickly learned that maybe I don’t want to hook up to my camper and hit the road to travel the 
country.  You see, we soon learned that heading west from here on the wide-open prairies of central 
South Dakota was all uphill and, pulling the loaded trailer, the only thing that went down was the gas 
gauge on our pickup! 
 
 We traveled for 7 hours Sunday afternoon only to continue another 8 hours on Monday to reach 
Pinehaven Christian ranch in St. Ignatius, MT, for a tour and to see some old friends.  What a wonderful 
ministry they provide.  After a night’s rest, we continued on north to Creston and the home of our latest 
church plant. There, I was able to meet planter Brad Hooley face to face after several months of Zoom 
management team meetings.   
 

After unloading the trailer, the temperature was warming up, even for the mountains as a hot 
spell settled over the western half of the USA.  We had a wonderful visit with Brad and really believe this 
church will do great things in that area.  We headed downhill toward home, actually up and down the 
hills, until we reached western North Dakota!  We enjoyed the scenic beauty as we drove thru some areas 
we had never been before. 

 
Now, looking back, it was a great trip to help a new church as they start a few practice services 

September 11th and have their grand opening In October!  All in all, it was 4 days, 2110 miles, more 
gallons of gas than I care to think about, a couple motel rooms and a free night stay at Pinehaven and a 
variety of fast-food meals while rolling down the highway. 

 
I hope this provided a glimpse into some of the highlights of working to start new churches in the 

northern plains, the vastness and wide-open space make for churches scattered over a 6-state region!  The 
beauty of the land, the friendliness of the people and the need for more churches and church planters all 
makes this work worthwhile! 

 
September will bring speaking at the New Oak CC mission fair in Sioux Falls, SD and then off to 

the New Church Leaders conference to spend time with other church planting leaders to discuss new 
ideas and work on areas of struggle so that we all can improve to reach the Kingdom for Jesus. 

 
Won’t you join us in our goal to plant churches throughout the northern plains? 
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