
A Summer to remember! By the NPEA Summer Intern, Isaac Stewart: 

It is very difficult to summarize the experiences I had during this internship this summer. 

I went into this internship with an eye for church planting, but a hesitancy to commit to it for my 

future. Throughout the summer I got many opportunities at 3 different churches.  

To begin the summer, I spent 3 weeks in Windsor, CO at Traverse Christian Church. 

Here, I got the chance to experience full time ministry in action. I sat in on board meetings with 

the FCA (Fellowship of Christian Athletes), staff meetings within the church, youth group 

activities, assisting with worship, reading the announcements, and preaching one Sunday 

morning. Following my time in Windsor, I went to Spearfish, SD for 1 week to work with North 

Point Christian Church. This was a sort of last minute decision so I followed along with the 

schedule that was already set for that week at the church. This included discipleship meetings, 

church plant coaching calls, and lots of visits to coffee shops! After this week I made my way to 

Real Life Church in Sheridan, WY. For the last 7 weeks of the summer I walked with lead 

pastor, Ryan Charest, through everyday ministry activities. I preached one Sunday evening, set 

up an inflatable for outreach and fun purposes, went to many discipleship meetings, attended 2 

weekly small groups, helped with junior high youth groups, attended 2 weeks of summer camp, 

and worked on stage designs. Here, I was also tasked with creating a startup budget for a church 

plant similar to what I would see at the beginning of future church plants. Finally, I was given 

tasks for personal growth such as working towards creating a mission statement for my life and 

God’s plan for me. 

 I met some AMAZING people this summer! Countless friends and mentors that I can 

take with me for the rest of my days! For the most part, I believe there was, and is, a positive 

impact from the time I spent in these places. During discipleship and outreach, I got to see 

people become more and more comfortable with me allowing them and myself to share more 

personal details and dig even deeper into the scriptural meanings of the text we were studying. I 

also got to see many different age groups light up or laugh at different outreach events like a 

school supply give away and bouncy house fun! 

 One thing I will definitely take away from this summer is a stronger heart for ministry! 

Even though I didn’t run a ministry on my own and get to experience that life in its entirety, I did 

get to spend many weeks following a sort of regular day to day ministry life. While I understand 

that life of ministry will have its stresses and challenges, I feel like God has called me into a life 

of full time ministry and I want to do everything I can to make that happen. The main thing I will 

take with me from this internship is that there is a real need for church planters, and it is a need I 

feel I can fill. Whether that is right after my college graduation, or a few years down the road, 

church planting has my heart and I truly believe that I may never have learned that without God 

placing this internship in front of me! 

 Thank you to everyone at the NPEA and all of the donors and sponsors that made this 

internship possible! It will go down as one of the best summers of my life! God bless you all! 
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