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We often don’t take time to think about God’s design for His creation, but in fact, we depend on it every day.  The 
sun came up this morning right on time, we went to sleep last night without one worry that it would.  In fact, this 
daily process is so dependable that it can be scheduled right down to the minute for years in advance.  If you are 
like me, you don’t often give it a second thought; in fact there are much more risky things that are done every day 
because we trust in God’s control over natural law.   A sailor will sail into rough seas because he knows that he 
can depend on the compass that will correctly point in the direction he should go. The farmer will plant his crop 
knowing that the seasons will change and supply the heat and moisture needed to bring forth a crop. In a nut shell, 
God is in control. He has a plan. 
 
God also has a plan for spreading the gospel.  His word is to be shared by His people.  They are encouraged to do 
so by His word and the church which He established.  We sometimes forget that the church was His idea; His plan 
to reach the world.  A place where believers are empowered to contact and seek out the lost which is His purpose 
for the church. A place where His name is glorified.  A place from where his servants are sent out to change the 
world, one person at a time.  If the church is doing its job, that new person will not be content with finding Jesus 
and keeping Him to themselves; instead they will be so excited that they will not keep quiet about it.  They will 
become a disciple who makes disciples. 
  
His plan was not for the church to be just a safe harbor in the time of storm, but to create a storm of its own.  Peter 
was told, “That on this rock I will build my Church and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”  The church is 
not a fortress, it is an army moving forward against the powers of darkness and attacking the very gates of hell. 
This is what the church is meant to be.   These are the types of churches that the NPEA has planted and is hoping 
to plant in the future.  Churches that have a vision and a heart for the lost.  
 
Just as we often don’t take time to stop and think about the impact of God’s design on our physical lives, we also 
do not stop to think about God’s Church and its impact.  The church changes lives.  It is often said by self-
proclaimed Spiritual people that they, “don’t need the church to be Christian.” The fact is that if they were doing 
the job of a Christian they would influence others to join them thus creating a church.  We are not called to serve 
alone, but instead we are all called to serve.  The church supplies something all of us need.  Someone to help us 
when we need it, to lift us up both physically and spiritually: 
 

Eccl 4:9-12 9 Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their labor.  
10 For if they fall, one will lift up his companion. But woe to him who is alone when he 
falls, for he has no one to help him up. 11 Again, if two lie down together, they will keep 
warm; But how can one be warm alone? 12 Though one may be overpowered by another,  
two can withstand him. And a threefold cord is not quickly broken.     
 
The strength of the church rests in its God directed care for one another.  The biblical principle that is 

practiced here is called Discipleship.   We are planting churches that practice discipleship.  There are two elements 
to discipleship that both, planter and supporter, must understand.  First we are all to be involved in discipleship 
ministry from conversion to maturity.  Second, we all need to be discipled by others throughout our lives. 
Disciples lift each other up when we fall, we encourage each other in the fight, and reach out to the lost.  Thank 
you again for giving the NPEA a chance to plant Churches that desire to disciple our region and beyond. 
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