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A local Television station is investigating cold cases trying to find answers as to what really 
happened.  As the years have gone by, these unsolved crimes have not been forgotten, but as new 
technology becomes available such as DNA testing, many new leads and ideas are found and, in some 
cases, they are solved. 

   
That got me thinking about churches everywhere.  They are all different, all have their own 

unique DNA.  Some are vibrant, some laid back, some very outgoing, while others have a character 
all their own.  Some stand out in their communities while others seem hard to find.  When a new 
church starts up it develops its own DNA, while many older churches may have become set in their 
ways, new churches just seem to develop their own personality. 

 
Each of the churches that we have helped start are as different as they can be and, although we 

can’t predict what a church will look like when it hits the ground running, there are some factors to 
consider.  Church DNA is determined by four basic factors, but others may influence also;  

 

• Theology, these are beliefs in a wide range of areas such as views on creation, the Bible, the 
Church, God, man, gifts, eschatology, salvation, as well as social issues like homosexuality, 
marriage, abortion just to name a few. 

• Philosophy of ministry, how they do ministry or how they carry out the churches’ mission.   

• Size, determines a lot of what they do, and how they do it. 

• Culture, different areas dictate different cultures. A church in, say North Dakota, will just look 
different than one in Colorado, they just do, people are different. 

 
That has always been one of the reasons I like our tribe of churches; they are different, but yet 

the same.  No two churches are alike, but yet they have a common goal; that is to worship our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ and to lead others to know Him. 

 
When we put Christ first, other things will fall in line.  When we put Christ first in all we do, 

others notice!  When we put Christ first, souls are won for the Kingdom!  When we put Christ first, 
churches succeed! 

 
“But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be 

added to you.”  Matthew 6:33 
 
Please add our churches to your prayer list and keep their staff lifted up daily.  Pray for all of 

the churches across the northern plains, that they might reach out to their communities.  Our summer 
intern could use some prayers as he learns what it is like in new church work and as he returns to 
college this fall.  We have had to delay the start of our church planter residency program but pray that 
it will become a reality in the near future.  And as always, we thank you for your continuous support 
of NPEA. 

 
           Thank you in Christ’s name…..Craig Fausett      NPEA Board Member/Coordinator 
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