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Pursuit Church turned three last October. The first year was spent building relationships in Life 
Groups. The second year (2019) we launched public services at a local Junior High School in 
October. We had great momentum until the COVID mandates hit us in 2020. We lost well over 
half of those who called Pursuit their church home. That, combined with the transient nature of a 
college town, took us into a long and slow rebuilding process as we navigate the challenges of a 
post-COVID culture. Our numbers are steady on Sundays and weekday groups at 30-50 
people. We’re probably a church of 75 if everyone were to show up. Financially we’re holding 
strong with outside and local support. It is still my hope that we’ll become self-supporting in 
2022. We’ve had four baptisms this year to date.  
 
While our numbers aren’t where I thought they’d be three years in, I believe that our church 
culture is strong—relational discipleship—and we just need to keep trusting God for more.  

 
At Pursuit, we like to say, “We’re not about the show. We’re about changing the world for Jesus 
one person at a time.” But the real question is: are we living that out? My short answer is yes; in 
ever increasing measure.  
 
I think our young church is on mission. While our numbers aren’t even close to where I 
“expected” them to be three years in, those who call Pursuit home are making a difference—one 
life at a time. 
 

• One couple housed an abused wife and her two small children for about six weeks as 
she was getting her life put back in place for a move back to Tennessee. 

 

• Several provided landscape maintenances to an overgrown yard for a couple who’d 
been battling the husband’s leukemia for over a year. 
 

• One married couple paid to have snow tires switched out for a young single woman who 
hates working on cars. 
 

• One couple traveled four hours, one way, to be with another couple at a graveside 
service for a relative who died of COVID related symptoms.  
 

• One of our church men was working his department at one of the big box hardware 
stores, when one of his fellow unchurched employees stopped by to ask him to pray for 
her as she was dealing with a big loss. He said, “I stood there in my red vest praying for 
a God to help a sister in need.”  
 

• Several of the men in the church have taken “novices” fishing and hunting to build 
relationships. 
 

• One of our church women launched a fitness ministry affiliated with Reality Sports. She’s 
training a handful of people at a local gym at no cost and sharing scripture with them 
each week. 



 

• The pastor even opened his home to help one of his young guys process an elk he’d 
harvested. He’s married to a great woman to allow such a bloody mess into her kitchen!  
 

• Meals have been taken to the sick, money has been given to those legitimately in need, 
babysitting has been provided for young moms needing a day off, and the list goes on 
and on.  
 

I love my people who are making sure no one ever stands alone at Pursuit Church. When I 
asked a recent class taking our membership course, “What brought you back a second time?”. 
The #1 answer was the people. They were looking for something more than a Sunday 
production where they were herded in and out of an auditorium in a timely manner. They’re 
hungry to be discipled and to make disciples, to be challenged.  
 
For now, I’ll embrace our smallness as I see how large of an impact Pursuit is having in 
Bozeman.  
 
In the words of the great Apostle Paul: 
 
After all, who is Apollos? Who is Paul? We are only God’s servants through whom you believed 
the Good News. Each of us did the work the Lord gave us. 6 I planted the seed in your hearts, 
and Apollos watered it, but it was God who made it grow. 7 It’s not important who does the 
planting, or who does the watering. What’s important is that God makes the seed grow. 
 
God is good. All the time.  
 
Tony  
 
 


