
               December 2020 
Dear Friends, 
 
Christmas is rapidly approaching, so let me be among the first to wish you a 
very Merry Christmas! Becky and I decided to get a jump on our Holiday to-do 
list by sending our Christmas cards out at Thanksgiving. As we went through 
our address book, we reflected on the many friends that have moved over the 
past few years. It reminded me of the lesson I have learned from my vocational 
coach, “the church is a river, not a pond.” In a pond you have what you have 
and fish come and go only through birth or death. And there is a tendency to 
protect what you have and lament what you have lost. But as a river, we see 
fish swim beside us for a season or two and then move along, sometimes 
meandering down a different tributary, sometimes swimming off ahead or 
behind. But here you learn to disciple them in the time you have together. 
 
That analogy reinforces the call to Discipleship. The need to utilize the time 
that we have together with other brothers and sisters, drawing one another 
closer to living and loving like Jesus. The wisdom in having a discipleship plan, 
a process that is reproducible, to stay true to the mandate from Jesus, to make 
disciples. This is why we have chosen to focus in on creating a discipleship 
culture for the 2021 NPEA Church Leaders Conference, April 16-17, here in 
Spearfish, SD. 
 
Our featured speaker will be my friend, Ben Sobels, co-author of the 
Discipleship Gospel. Ben will be leading us on an examination of what the 
Bible teaches about Gospel, Grace, and Discipleship. 
 
I cannot begin to tell you how excited I am to journey these waters with you! 
So save the date and we will see you this Spring, should the good Lord tarry. 
 
 
A Blessed Merry Christmas to you! 

 -Matt 
Matt Branum, Lead Pastor 
North Point Christian Church 

 
 
 


