
  Our nation and world are going through some very turbulent times right now.  It is as if a 
perfect storm of health, loss of security and societal problems have all come together at the same time.  
It is obvious that, to coin a phrase, “these are the times that try men’s souls.” Over and over again you 
hear people say it, “I never thought this could happen in America.”  Yet there is much disagreement 
about what is actually the problem.   It is not my intention to write an editorial about what is wrong with 
America; America is still the land of the free and the home of the brave. It is still a land where we can 
freely express our beliefs and worship God.  Yet there is still a sense of fearful concern over a coming 
storm.   I would like to remind us of what the solution is when we find ourselves in a situation that 
involves both fear and anger at the same time. 

Mark 4:35-4135 
 On the same day, when evening had come, He said to them, "Let us cross over to the other 
side."  36 Now when they had left the multitude, they took Him along in the boat as He was. 
And other little boats were also with Him. 37 And a great windstorm arose, and the waves beat 
into the boat, so that it was already filling. 38 But He was in the stern, asleep on a pillow. And 
they awoke Him and said to Him, "Teacher, do You not care that we are perishing?"  
39 Then He arose and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, "Peace, be still!" And the wind 
ceased and there was a great calm. 40 But He said to them, "Why are you so fearful? How is it 
that you have no faith?"  41 And they feared exceedingly, and said to one another, "Who can 
this be, that even the wind and the sea obey Him!"   NKJV.   
 
 The disciples asked an important question, “teacher do you not care that we are perishing?” Of 

course the answer is that Christ does care.  Some times when things are difficult we forget that.  We 
want things to go our way, for our problems to stop, but God does things on a different time schedule 
and in a different way than we might choose.  God allows people to make choices which can bring about 
good or bad results.  Sometimes when fear enters in, we make some poor choices.  I would like to thank 
you for the choices you are making.  If you receive this letter, I know that you are involved in Christ’s 
plan to bring us peace.  It is faith that is present no matter how direr the circumstance around us 
appears to be.  It is faith that understands what Christ did to give us confidence in the future.  It is the 
message of faith that is preached, taught and lived out in churches all over this land and around the 
whole world.  The people who read this letter are those who are faithful to the establishment of more 
and more churches.  We, here at the Northern Plains Evangelistic Association, thank you for that.  

 
One last thought, these men were taught a great lesson in that boat.  They went from a fear of 

self-survival to a reverent fear for the awesome power of our Lord to save us.   Churches across the 
North Plains are trusting in that same powerful God to supply their needs during these difficult times.  
The fact is that those needs are met by faithful Christians, like you who are willing to share a portion of 
what God has blessed them with to see new churches planted in the northern plains.  It is amazing how 
much can be done when Christians pull together.  The NPEA thanks you.   

 
Ephesians 3:20-21 

20 Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, 
according to the power that works in us, 21 to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all 
generations, forever and ever. Amen. NKJV 

 
God is doing amazing things all around us here in the Northern Plains; I am excited about it, and I hope 
you are too. 
 
Larry Berlin NPEA Board member.  



 


