
A Church that Prays. (2021) 
 
Main Focus: 
Prayer, in the life of a believer, is one of the most important and impactful ways to practice our faith. 
Prayer is something that has deep roots in our faith and even a deeper meaning with many layers of 
purpose. The best part is that it doesn’t have to be over complicated or difficult. As a church of people 
who believe in the power of prayer it is our responsibility to both model and encourage individual and 
collective prayer! How do we accomplish this? 
 
Jonah 2:1-2 
 (1) “From inside the fish Jonah prayed to the Lord his God. (2) He said: “In my distress I called to 
the Lord, and he answered me.” 
 
The first step into a life of prayer is understanding our need for it. Simply put: Prayer changes everything 
and brings God glory.   
 
When we spend time in prayer, we are displaying a confidence (faith) that God has the ultimate 
authority over every situation we face. 
 
As believers, it is our understanding that our time spent in prayer reveals that we are powerless in 
comparison to what the spirit of God can accomplish in our lives and in the lives of others.  
——— 
As a church (a body of people who follow Jesus) we want to establish healthy and meaningful prayer 
habits.  
 
How to begin prayer habits: 
 
We will be vocal about our praise. 
 -When life’s occurrences leave us feeling overjoyed, we will not only call out to God in a voice of 
thanksgiving, but we will share with other, the blessings that God has provided.  
 
We will make our needs known: 
 -Whether the need is physical, mental, spiritual or emotional we will come before the Lord and 
seek His wisdom. Additionally, we will commit to finding 1-2 (trusted) brothers/sisters to walk alongside 
us in this journey. (James 5:16) 
 
We will strive to Pray about everything: 
 -Life is full of many different decisions, some big/some small. Our faith tells us to rely on God’s 
provision even in what seems to be the slightest of decisions. (Intentionally seeking God’s glory/God’s 
will) 
 
We will make Prayer collective: 

-When one shares with another, we see multiplication. This process of sharing, one to another, 
then multiplies quickly and takes root into our DNA/culture.  The ripple effect of open prayer in a 
community of believers is that it binds us together (through our faith) and creates a deeper 
intimacy/sense of unity with God and one another. (Hebrews 11:1) 
——— 
Where to begin and how to sustain: 



  
We can begin simple and develop “prayer chains” within our relationships that already exist.  

-Texting prayer chain 
 -Phone call prayer chain 
 -Email prayer chain 
 -In person prayer chain 
 -Zoom prayer gatherings 
 
Gather with 2-3 people in your life and create a prayer chain among yourselves, constantly be looking to 
branch out and create subgroups from your initial group. Be willing to be vulnerable with each other and 
know that the trust that happens among each of you is sacred.     
 
Be willing to pray “in the moment.” If someone comes to you with a prayer need, take a minute or two 
and pray with them (even if it’s over the phone).  
 
Model prayer in your life as a witness to others and a testament to the power and goodness of God. 
 
Ultimately, let’s strive to be a church that continually pursues a lifestyle that glorifies God beginning in 
our prayer.   
——— 
A word of caution:  
 
The importance that many prayer needs are sensitive and should be kept confidential unless otherwise 
authorized to share cannot be overstated. This is a sacred trust that is both serious and could create 
unimaginable damage if not handled carefully. Trust allows us to be unified, reliable, healthy and 
provides a sense of safety. Trust is sacred. Prayer is not an opportunity to gossip but a chance to express 
dependency on God. (The only exception to this is in regard to a person’s physical safety).  
——— 
Always Ask: Is it appropriate if I share this request/praise with other trusted prayer partners. (Never 
make an assumption with delicate or private information)  
——— 
One last thing:  
 
Accountability: 

What is accountability? (Ecclesiastes 4:9, Ephesians 4:15) Simply: the willingness to accept 
responsibility and ultimately be accountable to God.  
 

Starting Point:    Email: Office@bluffcreek.org  /   Ph: 317-422-5718 /     @bcprayer 

mailto:Office@bluffcreek.org

