
Responding to Christ at Christmas: Giving up the Throne- Matthew 2 
“To be right with God has often meant to be in trouble with men.” A.W. Tozer 

 
Background information on the “Magi” 
There is a man in your kingdom in whom is the spirit of the holy gods. In the days 
of your father, light and understanding and wisdom like the wisdom of the gods 
were found in him, and King Nebuchadnezzar, your father—your father the 
king—made him chief of the magicians, enchanters, Chaldeans, and astrologers, 
because an excellent spirit, knowledge, and understanding to interpret dreams, 
explain riddles, and solve problems were found in this Daniel, whom the king 
named Belteshazzar. Now let Daniel be called, and he will show the 
interpretation.” (Daniel 5:11-12 ESV)  
Star-“to shine or to blaze forth.”  It was possibly the glory of the Lord 
 
Matthew 2: The Agitation of Herod 

Christmas Truths: 

 

1. Jesus is Not of this W______________ and We Are Called 

Out of this World. 
James 4:4 “You adulterers! Don’t you know that friendship with the world 

means hostility with God? So whoever wants to be a friend of this world is an 

enemy of God.” 

  

John 15:18-19- 18 “If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it 

hated you. 19 If you were of the world, the world would love you as its own; but 

because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore 

the world hates you.  

Jesus was born into this world to call us out of it. 

 

2. He Came to Bear Witness to the T________________. 
John 18:37-38-Then Pilate said to him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say 

that I am a king. For this purpose I was born and for this purpose I have come into the 

world—to bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth listens to my 

voice.” 38 Pilate said to him, “What is truth?” 

 

Why is the world agitated/angered with Christ and Christians? 
 

• They do not k________________ Him who sent Christ. 
John 15:20-21- Remember the word that I said to you: ‘A servant is not greater 

than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they 

kept my word, they will also keep yours. 21 But all these things they will do to 

you on account of my name, because they do not know him who sent me. 

• They do not know Him, because they do not b______________. 

1 Corinthians 1:18-19- For the word of the cross is folly to those who are 
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is 
written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the 
discerning I will thwart.” 
 

• They do not believe, because they are blinded to the t_________. 

2 Corinthians 4:4 “The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so 

that they cannot see the light of the gospel that displays the glory of Christ, 

who is the image of God.” 

 

• They are blind to the truth, because they love d______________ 

rather than light. 

John 3:19-21 “This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people 

loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. Everyone who 

does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that their 

deeds will be exposed. But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so 

that it may be seen plainly that what they have done has been done in the 

sight of God.” 
 

• They love darkness rather than light, because they want to expel 
the g_______________ of the God-consciousness within them. 

John 3:19-21 
Romans 2:15 “They show that the requirements of the law are written on their 

hearts, their consciences also bearing witness, and their thoughts sometimes 

accusing them and at other times even defending them.)” 

  

• They want to expel the guilt of the God-consciousness within 

them, because it means they must submit to a “T_________-

giver” and not be the source of truth themselves. 
1 John 2:16-17- For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the 
desires of the eyes and pride of life—is not from the Father but is from the 
world. 17 And the world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever 
does the will of God abides forever. 

You can’t be religious on your own terms 
 

• They do not want to submit to God, because they do not want to 
relinquish the t_________________ of their lives. 

Romans 11:36- For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him 

be glory forever. Amen. 
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