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“I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always
in every prayer of mine for you all making my prayer

with joy, because of your partnership in the gospel from
the first day until now.” – Philippians 1:3-5



Welcome to Our “Joining the Team” Class

We’re glad you have chosen to find out more about our team here at Gwathmey Baptist
Church. We believe this class is essential to our success. Since we have
people from many different church backgrounds within our church, we
have put together this class to explain our “process” so that we can all play
together as a team.

Our goal for this class is that you will commit yourself to _________ and to
___________    _____________.

Biblical Terms and Definitions:

God’s definition of the word “church” (Greek: Ecclesia) is: _______ ____________
___________ ______________.

The meaning of the word church:
▪ It’s not a building you visit.
▪ It’s a group of people in a relationship.
▪ It’s people in the spiritual kingdom of God.

1. The church is a ____________ or a ____________.

Romans 12:4-5 (ESV)
For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same
function, so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of
another.

Colossians 1:24 (ESV)
Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh, I am filling up what is
lacking in Christ's afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church.

Ephesians 4:15-16 (ESV)
Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the
head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint
with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so
that it builds itself up in love.

2. The church is a _______________.

Ephesians 2:19 (ESV)
So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the
saints and members of the household of God

The church’s purpose is to make _______________.
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Matthew 28:18-19 (ESV)
And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given
to me.  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,

A Christian who is not joined to a __________ or __________, and is without
a church _____________, does not understand the Christian faith.
Our purpose for this class is to start the process of becoming a team.

▪ This class is about philosophy and _________________.
▪ Small groups and serving in ministry are where we learn to live out what it means

to be the church.

A Look at the Team
There is a war going on between Jesus and the devil.
There is a team—the church.
Jesus’ team wins!
The gates of hell are stationary—we go and they can’t stop us.

Matthew 16:18 (ESV)
And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock, I will build my church, and the gates of
hell shall not prevail against it.

How is God’s team (the church) doing in America?

National Statistics for the U.S.:
▪ There is not one county in the U.S. where Christianity is on the increase.
▪ 50% of Evangelical churches didn’t have one convert last year.
▪ 14% of churches are growing at all.
▪ 2% of churches nationally are growing by conversion growth.
▪ 75% of teenagers will leave the church when they reach the age of 18-24.
▪ Eight churches a day close their doors.
▪ The life statistics of those who go to church are the same as those who do not

attend church (i.e.: marriage, divorce, addictions, and money.)
▪ 12% of Christians tithe; on average Christians give 2% of their income.
▪ 51% of Christian pastors have a biblical worldview.
▪ 1 in 7 of those who attend a biblical worldview church has a biblical worldview.

Meanwhile:

▪ The U.S. has the largest Buddhist Temple – Boulder, CO.
▪ The U.S. has the world’s largest Muslim Training Center – New York.
▪ The U.S. has the world’s largest Jewish population.
▪ The U.S. has the eighth largest Hindu population.
▪ 411 Americans converted to Islam in the last 24 hours.
▪ 872 people converted to Mormonism in the last 24 hours.
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What is the problem? How did we get here?

Many have strayed from “God’s Playbook (The Bible)”

▪ We have changed the ____________ of the game.
▪ We have decided we don’t want to listen to The Coach.

Many don’t function as a team.
▪ We are not shooting for God’s goals. Rather, we’re concerned with
▪ ________________ _____________ and _____________.
▪ Those that do play aren’t running the same __________ at the same
▪ __________.
▪ We do not define ______________ the same way.

Many don’t understand their ___________ and _______________________.
▪ The pastors have become __________ _____________ and the people have

become the ___________.
▪ The church has become about a ______________ attended

_________________ a month.

As a result, the team loses.
▪ There are great _________________ in a church, but they don’t _________

together.
▪ They spend their time playing the wrong opponent: _______ ________.
▪ The enemy __________ better, so we lose.

It doesn’t have to be that way. If we get the following things right, we are a
________________ _________; an _____________.

John 17:20-23 (ESV)
“I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their word,
21 that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also
may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 The glory that
you have given me I have given to them, that they may be one even as we are one, 23 I
in them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know
that you sent me and loved them even as you loved me.
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What unifies us: This Class is divided into four separate sections.

1. Our Salvation
2. Our Beliefs
3. Our Structure
4. Our Vision, Mission, and Core Value

PART 1
What Unifies Us as a Team? Our Common Salvation Message
_________________________________________________________________
Purpose: The purpose of this section is to clearly convey God’s original plan for
man, man’s choice and resulting sin problem, and God’s solution to that sin
problem – Christ Jesus.

This is important for three reasons:
First, some in this class may not have a good understanding of the message of
salvation and their need for a Savior. For those, we want to give them the
opportunity to accept Christ.
Second, others will benefit from again hearing a clear presentation of the Good
News so that they can more effectively share Christ with those God places in their
lives.
Third, it’s important that as a team we all understand and are in agreement on
what the Bible says about becoming a Christian. We must deliver the same
message throughout the team or we are not really a team.

Searching and Being Found

Galatians 3:26-28 (ESV)
For in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith.  For as many of you as were
baptized into Christ have put on Christ.  There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither
slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.

▪ Remember, there are no ____________________ in Christ.

Figuring out the rules of this game.
▪ Most people live year after year with no idea of why they exist or God’s purpose

for their lives.
▪ The most basic question a person can ask is: “What’s the meaning of life?”

The world tells us that life is all about us and our purpose is to make
ourselves happy. People try many ways to accomplish this:

▪ Some look for happiness by acquiring possessions.
▪ Some look for happiness by experiencing pleasure.
▪ Some look for happiness by gaining prestige and power.

Real joy and peace come from understanding our real ____________ in life.
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Why Am I Here?

1. We were ________ by God in His image. We are not a product of _______.

Genesis 1:27 (ESV)
So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him;
male and female he created them.

2. God created us for a purpose: To be in __________________ with Him.

Jeremiah 31:3 (ESV)
The LORD appeared to him from far away. I have loved you with an everlasting love;
therefore I have continued my faithfulness to you.

Genesis 3:8a (ESV)
And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden

3. God created us for a ________________: His glory and our good.

Colossians 1:16(ESV)
For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth visible and invisible, whether
thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and
for him.

Jeremiah 29:11 (ESV)
For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans for welfare and not for evil,
to give you a future and a hope

4. In the beginning man lived in relationship with God in a sinless world and
everything was ________________. (See Genesis 1:4, 10, 12, 18, 21)

Genesis 1:25 (ESV)
And God made the beasts of the earth according to their kinds and the livestock
according to their kinds, and everything that creeps on the ground according to its kind.
And God saw that it was good.

If this was how it was meant to be, then what happened?

1. God gave us a ____________.

Genesis 2:16-17 (ESV)
 And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of
the garden, but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the
day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”
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2. Man sinned and as a result, ______ men _______.

Romans 3:23 (ESV)
For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.

Isaiah 53:6 (ESV)
All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—everyone—to his own way;
and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.

3. Sin breaks _______________ with God.

Isaiah 59:2 (ESV)
but your iniquities have made a separation
between you and your God,
and your sins have hidden his face from you
so that he does not hear.

4. God is life. Separation from God is _____________.

Romans 5:12 (ESV)
Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and
so death spread to all men because all sinned

5. Sin breaks our relationship with ______________.

Genesis 3:12 (ESV)
The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree,
and I ate.”

6. Sin caused the ______________, even on the world we live in.

Genesis 3:17-19 (ESV)
And to Adam he said,
   "Because you have listened to the voice of your wife and have eaten of the tree of
which I commanded you, 'You shall not eat of it,' cursed is the ground because of you;
in pain, you shall eat of it all the days of your life; thorns and thistles it shall bring forth
for you, and you shall eat the plants of the field. By the sweat of your face you shall eat
bread, till you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; for you are dust, and to
dust you shall return."

Romans 8:22 (ESV)
For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of
childbirth until now.

7. Separation from God has led to a world filled with ______ and despair.
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Romans 1:29-32 (ESV)
They were filled with all manner of unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice. They
are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, and maliciousness. They are gossips, slanderers,
haters of God, and insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents,
foolish, faithless, heartless, and ruthless. Though they know God’s decree that those
who practice such things deserve to die, they not only do them but give approval to
those who practice them.

The Result: a broken, lonely, sinful world.
People know there is a problem. They can feel it and see it.

▪ Some try to find peace with God in their own way.

Proverbs 16:25 (ESV)
There is a way that seems right to a man,
   but its end is the way to death.
“I will just be a good person.”
“I will earn it.”
“I will be better than everyone else.”

▪ Even people who believe in Christ don’t always understand Christianity.
“I will be religious.”
“I will go to church.”
“I was born to a Christian parent.”
“I was born in a Christian nation.”

The problem: God is righteous and holy. God’s standard is perfection. Because
of our sin, we can’t measure up and, on our own, are lost with no way to restore
our broken relationship with God. We need a solution – God’s solution – a Savior!

What is the Solution?
It’s a problem only God can solve. How can God be righteous and just, and
at the same time loving?

1. God had to make a __________.

Romans 5:6-8 (ESV)
For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. For one will
scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare
even to die— but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ
died for us.

2. God showed His ____________ and His _________ in ONE person.

Romans 3:26 (ESV)
he did it to demonstrate his justice at the present time, so as to be just and
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the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus.

Isaiah 53:10-11 (ESV)
Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him; he has put him to grief;
when his soul makes an offering for guilt, he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his
days; the will of the LORD shall prosper in his hand.

3. The Solution is a Person.

John 14:6 (ESV)
Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father
except through me.

Romans 6:23 (ESV) For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life
in Christ Jesus our Lord

4. This Was Always God’s Plan. (The Passion.)

Isaiah 53:4-6 (ESV)
Surely, he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows;
yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted.
But he was wounded for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities;
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his stripes, we are
healed.  All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—everyone—to his own
way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.

If any other way would have worked, Jesus would not have had to come!
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What is Our Part?

The Disciple Makers’ Part:

Matthew 28:18-20 (ESV)
And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given
to me.  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have
commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age

The People’s Part:

Acts 2:37-38 (ESV)
Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of
the apostles, "Brothers, what shall we do?" And Peter said to them, "Repent and be
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins,
and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

The Breakdown of Acts 2:37- 38

Verse 37: They ______________ the message and were pierced to the heart.
John 3:16 (ESV)
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him
should not perish but have eternal life.

Romans 4:3 (ESV)
For what does the Scripture say? "Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as
righteousness."

Verse 38: They were told to ___________, which is a natural result of faith.

2 Corinthians 7:8-11(ESV)
For even if I made you grieve with my letter, I do not regret it—though I did regret it, for I
see that that letter grieved you, though only for a while. As it is, I rejoice, not because
you were grieved, but because you were grieved into repenting. For you felt godly grief
so that you suffered no loss through us.  For godly grief produces a repentance that
leads to salvation without regret, whereas worldly grief produces death.  For see what
earnestness this godly grief has produced in you, but also what eagerness to clear
yourselves, what indignation, what fear, what longing, what zeal, what punishment! At
every point, you have proved yourselves innocent in the matter.

Verse 38: They ______________ Jesus as their Lord. (A natural result of faith.)
▪ The visible confession through baptism.
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Acts 2:41 (ESV)
So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day about
three thousand souls.

Romans 10:9-10 (ESV)
Because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart
that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  For with the heart, one believes
and is justified, and with the mouth, one confesses and is saved.

Verse 38: They were commanded to be _______________. (Baptism is an act of
obedience, which is a natural result of faith.)

Scripture References: Acts 16:29-34; Acts 18:24-26; Acts 19:1-5; Acts 22:16
Matthew 28:18-20 (ESV)
And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given
to me.  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have
commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age

What is Baptism?

The Greek word for baptism is baptizo. The definition is: to be
________________, to be buried in, to be sunken as a ship, to dip, to be put
under. The Bible does speak of a spiritual baptism, which is God’s part. Our part is
the physical baptism in water by immersion.

A Picture in Scripture

Mark 1:9-10 (ESV)
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the
Jordan. And when he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens being
torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove.

The word baptism was changed in about __________ to include sprinkling.

The Denominational Fathers Agree:
▪ Martin Luther: “I would have those who are to be baptized to be entirely

immersed, as the word imports and the mystery signifies.”
▪ John Calvin: “The word ‘baptize’ signifies to immerse. It is certain that immersion

was the practice of the ancient church.”
▪ John Wesley: “Buried with Him, alludes to baptizing by immersion according to

the custom of the first church.”
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Why Should I Be Baptized?

1. To ______________ the example set by Christ.

Mark 1:9 (ESV)
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the
Jordan.

▪ Why was Jesus baptized? _____ __________ ____ ___________________.

Matthew 3:15 (ESV)
But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all
righteousness.” Then he consented.

2. Because Christ and the Apostles __________________ it.

Matthew 28:18-20 (ESV)
And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given
to me.  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have
commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age

Acts 2:38 (ESV)
And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit

3. Because the early church believed it was __________________.
Clement of Alexandria – 1st Century, Irenaeus 110 A.D., Justin Martyr 133
A.D., Tertullian 160 A.D, et al.
In the Book of Acts, when someone believed the message, repented, and
confessed to Christ, they were immediately baptized. We want to respond with the
same sense of urgency as the first-century church had regarding baptism following
a confession of faith.

Acts 8:35-39 (ESV)
Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this Scripture he told him the good
news about Jesus. And as they were going along the road they came to some water,
and the eunuch said, “See, here is water! What prevents me from being baptized?”  And
he commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went down into the water, Philip and
the eunuch, and he baptized him.  And when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of
the Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch saw him no more and went on his way
rejoicing.

4. Because baptism has a great deal of spiritual significance.
▪ It is a picture of Christ’s ____________ and _____________________.
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Romans 6:4 (ESV)
We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ
was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of
life

Colossians 2:12 (ESV)
Having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through
faith in the powerful working of God, who raised him from the dead

▪ It is a picture of a _______ __________; a starting point.

John 3:3-5 (ESV)
Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see
the kingdom of God.”  Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old?
Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born?” Jesus answered,
“Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the
kingdom of God.

5. So that the church has a _____________ message: ____________.

1 Corinthians 1:10 (ESV)
I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree,
and that there are no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and
the same judgment.

Who Should Be Baptized?
Those who ______________and have _______________.

Mark 16:15-16 (ESV)
And he said to them, “Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole
creation. Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe
will be condemned.”

At Gwathmey Baptist Church, we wait until our children are old enough (age of
accountability), to believe and understand the true meaning of baptism before we
baptize them. A baby or a young child cannot understand sin or the need for
Christ. It must be their decision, and their decision must be accompanied by faith
and repentance. At Gwathmey, it’s a requirement that every partner be baptized the way
Jesus demonstrated (immersion), even though some may have been sprinkled as
children.
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When Should I Be Baptized?
As soon as you possibly can!

Acts 2:41 (ESV)
So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day about
three thousand souls.

Acts 16:31-34 (ESV)
And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your
household.”  And they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his
house.  And he took them the same hour of the night and washed their wounds, and he
was baptized at once, he and all his family. Then he brought them up into his house and
set food before them. And he rejoiced along with his entire household that he had
believed in God.

Q: Can I have my friends/small group and family be present?
Many desire to have family and friends/small groups present at their baptism.
That’s great! However, in keeping with the early church’s sense of urgency
regarding baptism, please make these arrangements as soon as you possibly can.

Q: Can my family be baptized together?
Yes! So long as each family member fully understands the meaning of baptism
and they have personally placed his or her trust in Christ for salvation.
It is important to remember that baptism is a personal profession of faith and
obedience. It’s usually not wise to delay your baptism.

Q: What should I wear when I’m baptized?
Please wear something modest. Shorts and t-shirts are fine.
(We will supply you with a baptism t-shirt)

Q: Will I have to say anything?
Yes. We will ask you to confess that you believe that Jesus is the Son of God and
if He is your Lord and Savior.

Q: What if I was baptized in another church?
That’s fine, as long as you were baptized by immersion in the name of the Lord
Jesus, (Acts 19:5) or in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit (Matthew 28).
If that’s the case, you do not need to be baptized again.
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Brief History of the Church
Background
Why is the history of all churches a helpful introduction to the history of this church?
The Early Church

▪ Two great struggles: doctrinal error, persecution.
▪ Constantine (became emperor of Rome in 311).

o The Edict of Milan (313) made Christianity the official religion of the
Roman Empire.

▪ The Great Schism (1054): East breaks with West.
The Reformation

▪ Luther (born 1483).
o The long struggle with how he could be accepted by God.
o Romans 1:17.
o Proposes to debate teaching by the church that was contrary to Scripture.
o Tried before the Diet of Worms (1521) and convicted of heresy.

▪ Other Reformers all over Europe (Zwingli, Calvin, Bucer, Cranmer, and more).
Baptists

▪ Early Protestants were composed of three groups:
o Lutherans, Anabaptists.
o Reformed churches (where Baptists come from).

▪ 18th century: Baptist churches grow quickly in America.
▪ Late 19th century: the rise of theological liberalism.

o Almost every Protestant denomination splits.
o Fundamentalist response: to withdraw.
o Neo-evangelical response: to engage the culture while defending the

Bible.
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PART 2
What Unifies Us as a Team? Our Beliefs
_________________________________________________________________
Purpose: The purpose of this section is to clearly outline what we believe as a
Church – our core doctrine. These beliefs are divided into two distinct camps:
essentials and non-essentials. As a team, we will be unified in the essentials and
will give grace in the non-essentials (agree to disagree).
We cannot be a team if we are divided in our core beliefs and are fighting amongst
ourselves about these things. Moreover, we cannot accomplish God’s plan and
purposes unless we agree and move forward together in unity.
Therefore, if you can’t agree and commit yourself to these beliefs, you cannot play
on this team. However, you need to play on some team, and we’ll be happy to help
you find the right team for you.

_________________________________________________________________
We have made it our mission as a church and a team to be unified in the
essentials. We want to give liberty and grace in the non-essentials and to love
God’s way in everything. We try to be a place of truth and a place of love. We believe
we glorify God by doing this.

John 17:20-22 (ESV)
“I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their word,
that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may
be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me.  The glory that you have
given me I have given to them, that they may be one even as we are one,

I Corinthians 1:10 (ESV)
I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree,
and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and
the same judgment.
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Our Belief Statements, Statement of Faith
(First order Doctrines)

I. Scripture. The Bible is God’s written revelation of Himself to mankind. We
believe the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testament to be the fully verbally
and plenary inspired Word of God.  The Scriptures are inerrant, infallible, and
God-breathed, and therefore are the final authority for faith and life.  The sixty-six
books of the Old and New Testament are the complete and divine revelation of
God to Man.

See Appendix II - Chicago Statement of Biblical Inerrancy

II. God: There is one Triune God who is the creator and ruler of the universe. He
has eternally existed in three persons:  the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
These three are co-equal and one God.

a. The Father: God the Father reigns with providential care over His
universe. He is all-powerful, all-knowing, all-loving, and all-wise.

b. The Son: Jesus Christ is the only Son of God. He is fully God and fully
man. He was born of a virgin, lived a sinless human life, and offered
Himself as the perfect sacrifice for the sins of all by dying on a cross. He
arose from the dead after three days to demonstrate His power over sin
and death and ascended into heaven where he sits at the right hand of
God.

c. The Holy Spirit: The Holy Spirit is present in the world to make people
aware of their need for Jesus Christ. He lives in all Christians from the
moment of salvation, providing them with power for living and guidance in
doing what is right.

III. Man. Man is the special creation of God, made in His own image. He created
them male and female as a crowning work of His creation. The gift of gender is
thus part of the goodness of God’s creation. In the beginning, the man was
innocent of sin and was endowed by his Creator with freedom of choice. By his
choice man sinned against God and brought sin into the human race. Man’s
decision to sin caused a division between Creator and creation leaving the man
in need of a Savior.

a. Complementarianism. Men and women are equal in essence, dignity,
and value but are distinct by divine design. As part of God’s good, created
order, men and women are to have different yet complementary roles and
responsibilities in the home and church. As it relates to the church, men
and women are both expected to lead; however, the office of the
elder/pastor is reserved for qualified men.
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See Appendix III – Danvers Statement

b. The Family: God ordained the family as the foundational institution of
human society. It is composed of persons related to one another by
marriage, blood, or adoption. Marriage is the uniting of one man and one
woman in a covenant commitment for a lifetime. It is God’s unique gift to
reveal the union between Christ and His church and to provide for the man
and the woman in marriage the framework for intimate companionship, the
channel of sexual expression according to biblical standards, and the
means for procreation of the human race. The husband and wife are of
equal worth before God since both are created in God’s image. The
marriage relationship models the way God relates to His people. A
husband is to love his wife as Christ loved the church. He has the
God-given responsibility to provide for, protect, and lead his family. A wife
is to submit herself graciously to the servant leadership of her husband
even as the church willingly submits to the headship of Christ. She is in
the image of God as is her husband and thus equal to him, has the
God-given responsibility to respect her husband and to serve as his helper
in managing the household and nurturing the next generation.

Children from the moment of conception are a blessing and heritage from
the Lord. Parents are to demonstrate to their children God’s pattern for
marriage. Parents are to teach their children spiritual and moral values
and to lead them, through consistent lifestyle examples and loving
discipline, to make choices based on biblical truth. Children are to honor
and obey their parents.

See Appendix IV – Nashville Statement

c. The Total Depravity of Man. We believe that man was created in the
image and likeness of God, but that in Adam’s sin the human race fell,
inherited a sinful nature, and became alienated from God. Man is totally
depraved and, of himself, utterly unable to remedy his lost condition.

IV. Salvation. Salvation involves the redemption of the whole man and is offered
freely to all who accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, who by His own blood
obtained eternal redemption for the believer. In its broadest sense salvation
includes regeneration, justification, sanctification, and glorification. There is no
salvation apart from personal faith in Jesus Christ as Lord.

a. Regeneration, or the new birth, is a work of God's grace whereby
believers become new creatures in Christ Jesus. It is a change of heart
wrought by the Holy Spirit through conviction of sin, to which the sinner
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responds in repentance toward God and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.
Repentance and faith are inseparable experiences of grace.
Repentance is a genuine turning from sin toward God. Faith is the
acceptance of Jesus Christ and commitment of the entire personality to
Him as Lord and Savior.

b. Justification is God's gracious and full acquittal upon principles of His
righteousness of all sinners who repent and believe in Christ. Justification
brings the believer unto a relationship of peace and favor with God.

c. Sanctification is the experience, beginning in regeneration, by which the
believer is set apart to God's purposes, and is enabled to progress toward
moral and spiritual maturity through the presence and power of the Holy
Spirit dwelling in him. Growth in grace should continue throughout the
regenerated person's life.

d. Glorification is the culmination of salvation and is the final blessed and
abiding state of the redeemed.

V. Of Repentance And Faith: We believe that Repentance and Faith are sacred
duties, and also inseparable graces, wrought in our souls by the regenerating
Spirit of God; whereby being deeply convinced of our guilt, danger and
helplessness, and of the way of salvation by Christ, we turn to God with
unfeigned contrition, confession, and supplication for mercy; at the same time
heartily receiving the Lord Jesus Christ as our Prophet, Priest, and King, and
relying on Him alone as the only and all-sufficient Savior.

VI. The Eternal Security and Assurance of Believers.
1. We believe that all the redeemed, once saved, are kept by God’s power

and are thus secure in Christ forever. (John 10:28-29. Ephesians 4:30)
2. We believe that it is the privilege of believers to rejoice in the assurance of

their salvation through the testimony of God’s Word, which, however,
clearly forbids the use of Christian liberty as an occasion to the flesh

VII. The Church: We believe that the local church, which is the body and the
espoused bride of Christ, is solely made up of born-again persons. We believe in
the autonomy of the local churches, free of any external authority and control.
We recognize believer’s baptism and the Lord’s Supper as scriptural means of
testimony for the church

VIII. Ordinances. There are two ordinances for the New Testament church.

a. Baptism: The first, baptism, is the immersion of a believer in water. It is
an act of obedience symbolizing the believer's faith in a crucified, buried,
and risen Savior, the believer's death to sin, the burial of old life, and the
resurrection to walk in the newness of life in Christ Jesus. Being a church
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ordinance, it is a prerequisite to the privileges of church membership and
to the Lord’s Supper. Water baptism is only intended for those who have
received the saving benefits of Christ through the new birth of the Holy
Spirit.

b. Communion/Lord’s Supper: As with water baptism, the Lord’s Supper is
to be observed only by those who have become genuine followers of
Christ. This ordinance symbolizes the breaking of Christ’s body and the
shedding of His blood on our behalf and is to be observed repeatedly
throughout the Christian life as a sign of continued participation in the
atoning benefits of Christ’s death. As we come to the table with an attitude
of faith and self-examination, we remember and proclaim the death of
Christ, receive spiritual nourishment for our souls, and signify our unity
with other members of Christ’s body.

Lord's Supper is a symbolic act of obedience whereby followers
memorialize the death of the Redeemer and anticipate His second
coming.

Communion at Gwathmey is defined as Scripture defines it.
1 Corinthians 11:23-26 (ESV)
For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the
night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it,
and said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”  In the
same way, also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in
my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  For as often as you
eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.

▪ Communion is a _______________.
▪ Communion is a ______ _______________.
▪ Communion is a ___________________.

When we take it, we do so in a worthy manner.
1 Corinthians 11:27-28 (ESV)
Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner
will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord.  Let a person examine himself,
then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. We do this by self-examination.

▪ Do I have any sins to confess? (1 John 1:9)
▪ Do I have relationships to repair? (Matthew 5:23-24)
▪ Do I need to recommit my life? (Romans 12:1)

Who should take it?
▪ Only those who believe.
▪ With regard to children, we believe a child should not take communion until they

can understand the concepts of sin and salvation and have accepted Christ.
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However, we do believe communion is a teaching opportunity to explain the
concepts of sin and salvation and our need for Jesus.

IX. The Priesthood of Every Believer: The Bible teaches that every Christian is
called to “full-time” Christian service, regardless of his or her vocation. We
practice the truth that every believer is a minister by encouraging every person to
find a place of service and ministry.
Every believer has direct access to God through Bible reading/study, prayer, and
the leading of the Holy Spirit. Every Christian is to be a disciple developing
relational environments in which they share their faith with those around them by
word and by action.

Revelation 1:6 (ESV)
and made us a kingdom, priests to His God and Father, to him be glory and
dominion forever and ever. Amen.

1 Peter 2:9 (ESV)
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of
darkness into his marvelous light.

X. People: People are made in the image of God to be like Him in character.
Although every person has tremendous potential for good, all of us are marred by
an attitude of disobedience toward God called “sin”. This attitude separates
people from God and causes many problems in life.
Scripture References: Genesis 1:27; Psalms 8:3-6; Isaiah 53:6a; Isaiah 59:1-2;
Romans 3:23

XI. Evangelism and Church Planting. It is the duty and privilege of every follower
of Christ, and of every church of the Lord Jesus Christ, to endeavor to make
disciples of all nations. We believe that disciples are most effectively made in the
context of the local church. Therefore, church planting and missions are of
utmost importance. The Lord Jesus Christ has commanded the preaching of the
gospel to all nations. It is the duty of every Christian to seek constantly to win the
lost to Christ.

XII. Eternity: People will either exist eternally separated from God by sin or eternally
with God through forgiveness and salvation. To be eternally separated from God
is eternal death in Hell. To be eternally in union with Him is eternal life in Heaven.
Heaven and Hell are real places of eternal existence.
Biblical References: John 3:16, 14:17; Romans 6:23; Romans 6:23, 8:17-18;
1 Corinthians 2:7-9; Revelation 20:15

XIII. Stewardship:
At Gwathmey Baptist Church we practice tithing for the support of Christ’s Body –
the church, as God’s Word commands. We recognize that giving 10% of our
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income is the biblical standard of giving to the local church. A tithe of everything
a person produces belongs to the Lord; it is holy to the Lord. To be a good
steward means to use your time, talent, and treasure for God’s goodness and His
glory. Our desire is something for you not from you.

Leviticus 27:30 (ESV)
Every tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land or of the fruit of the trees,
is the LORD's; it is holy to the LORD.

Malachi 3:7-12 (ESV)
From the days of your fathers, you have turned aside from my statutes and have
not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to you, says the LORD of hosts. But
you say, ‘How shall we return?’  Will man rob God? Yet you are robbing me. But
you say, ‘How have we robbed you?’ In your tithes and contributions.  You are
cursed with a curse, for you are robbing me, the whole nation of you.  Bring the
full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And thereby
put me to the test, says the LORD of hosts, if I will not open the windows of
heaven for you and pour down for you a blessing until there is no more need.  I
will rebuke the devourer for you, so that it will not destroy the fruits of your soil,
and your vine in the field shall not fail to bear, says the LORD of hosts.  Then all
nations will call you blessed, for you will be a land of delight, says the LORD of
hosts.

Everything over 10% is an “offering of gratitude” for the great things God does for
us every day. The offering is a privilege to give and is in addition to the tithe. We
believe that the local church wherever you attend is the storehouse and you
should give your tithe there. The offering may be given at your discretion to any
worthwhile ministry, church, or organization. A tithe = 10%.
Scriptures for those who claim tithing is only an Old Testament concept, Jesus
taught about tithing:

Matthew 23:23 (ESV)
“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and
cumin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy
and faithfulness. These you ought to have done, without neglecting the others.
We also recognize that we must be good stewards of our time and our talents –
everything we have, as the Lord has blessed us with these things as well.

Like any other form of obedience, tithing is a matter of the heart:
Mark 12:43-44 (ESV)
And he called his disciples to him and said to them, “Truly, I say to you, this poor
widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to the offering box. For
they all contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty has put in
everything she had, all she had to live on.”
2 Corinthians 9:6-7 (ESV): The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also
reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each one
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must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for
God loves a cheerful giver.

See Appendix V – How Much Should We Give?

Secondary Doctrines
XIV. End Times:

We have people with many views on this issue in our church. Some are
premillennial, others are amillennial, and there are various other differing views.
This is not a salvation issue. We believe there will be a literal return of Christ and
a judgment day. We also believe there will be a literal rapture (a catching up of
the saints). How and when this will happen has been a source of great debate.
We believe the details are in God’s hands and this is not a salvation issue.
Scripture References: Matthew 12:36; John 5:22, 16:8; 2 Corinthians 5:10;
1 Thessalonians 4:16-17; 2 Peter 3:7; Jude 6

XV. Education. Many Christian parents place their children in the public school
system in support of public education. Others believe that private Christian
education or homeschooling is the best decision. The issue should never be a
reason for division and disunity among the body of Christ.

XVI. Spiritual Gifts: Few areas of theology within the church have caused more
division than the subject of spiritual gifts. Some in our church believe all of the
spiritual gifts spoken of in 1 Corinthians 12-14 are for today. Others believe some
of the gifts are for today. And, there are those who believe none of the gifts are
for today. You can see the potential problems.

The Non-Negotiable:
▪ We do not believe that this subject constitutes a salvation issue.

Remember, for those who believe that the gifts are present today, the Spirit of
God does not work contrary to the _______ _____ _______.

Behavior that Unifies:
At Gwathmey, it is okay to believe differently on this issue, but we will act in this way:

▪ Because this is a non-salvation area of contention between believers, we will not
have a place in our church where the gift of tongues is encouraged.

▪ We will not allow the discussion of a non-salvation issue to destroy the Lord’s
work.

▪ We do believe God does miracles and answers our prayer and through the work
of the Holy Spirit, empowers us to serve Him and do good works.

▪ The following are Scripture references for churches where the gift of tongues and
prophecy is used. These are rules for their use:

o If someone speaks in a tongue, it will be one at a time. 1 Corinthians
14:27,33,40

o There must be an interpreter. 1 Corinthians 14:28
o There must be one who discerns whether it comes from God. 1 John 4:1
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o If it is a prayer language, there is a place to pray. Matthew 6:6
o All the gifts must be used to edify the church, not the individual. 1

Corinthians 14:4-5,26
▪ No one has all the gifts, but the church is to be a body. 1 Corinthians 12:27-30
▪ For those who believe prophecy is a gift active today, then the rules of a prophet

apply. Deuteronomy 18:20-22

XVII. Bible Translations. Some Christians believe that the King James Version of the
Bible is the only inspired version in the English language while others prefer
other versions. Still, others mix and match Bible translations depending on the
setting. This is not to say that one translation of the Bible is not better than
another, but that no translation is worth division in the church. We as a Church
have decided to use the ESV (English Standard Version). The English Standard
Version (ESV) Bible is a new, essentially literal Bible translation that combines
word-for-word precision and accuracy with literary excellence, beauty, and depth
of meaning. The ESV is special because it is a “word-for-word” translation. The
Bible says every word was “breathed out by God” (2 Timothy 3:16). For this
reason, the ESV seeks to translate the original Greek and Hebrew words with the
greatest possible accuracy and precision. Check out esv.org

A dusty Bible leads to a dirty life!
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PART 3
What Unifies Us as a Team? Our Structure

A Biblical Case for Church Membership
How does the Bible call Christians to relate within the local church?
Love One Another
1 Peter 2:17 “Love the brotherhood.”
Galatians 6:10 “So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and
especially to those who are of the household of faith.”
Romans 15:1 “We who are strong have an obligation to bear with the failings of the
weak, and not to please ourselves.”
Romans 12:13, 15-16 “Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show
hospitality . . . Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep.  Live in
harmony with one another.”
Encourage One Another
1 Thessalonians 5:11 “encourage one another and build one another up”
Hebrews 10:24-25 “consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not
neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another,
and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.”
Guard One Another
Hebrews 12:15-16 “See to it that no one fails to obtain the grace of God; that no “root of
bitterness” springs up and causes trouble, and by it many become defiled; that no one
is sexually immoral or unholy.
1 Corinthians 5:1-5 “It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you,
and of a kind that is not tolerated even among pagans, for a man has his father's wife.
And you are arrogant! Ought you not rather to mourn? Let him who has done this be
removed from among you. For though absent in body, I am present in spirit; and as if
present, I have already pronounced judgment on the one who did such a thing. When
you are assembled in the name of the Lord Jesus and my spirit is present, with the
power of our Lord Jesus, you are to deliver this man to Satan for the destruction of the
flesh, so that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord.”
Obey Your Leaders
Hebrews 13:17 “Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over
your souls, as those who will have to give an account. Let them do this with joy and not
with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you.
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What is Partnership?

Partnership in this church shall consist of all persons who have met the qualifications for
partnership and are Gwathmey partners.

How can I become a partner of Gwathmey Baptist Church?

Becoming a partner at Gwathmey is a four-step process:

Partnership Class - We offer a class for visitors to learn about what it means to be a
partner at Gwathmey. 

Partner Interview - The prospective partner meets with an elder/pastor to provide basic
biographical information and recount God’s converting work in his or her life. The
prospective partner would then sign the statement of faith and church covenant, and the
application would go to the elders/pastor.

Elder/Pastor Recommendation - At a regularly scheduled elders’/pastor/deacons
meeting, the elders/pastor will review the applicant’s testimony. Upon receiving their
collective approval, the candidate’s application proceeds to the next step:
congregational affirmation.

Congregational Affirmation - During our regular partners' meetings, an elder/pastor
briefly describes how the applicants, who are desiring to be admitted to partnership,
have come to know the Lord.  Questions are fielded, a vote is taken, and with a majority
agreement, candidates are admitted into partnerships.

Qualifications for partnership are:
1. A personal commitment of faith in Jesus Christ for salvation.
2. Baptism by immersion is a testimony of salvation.
3. Completion of the church partnership class.
4. A signed commitment to abide by the Church covenant.

In an effort to properly reflect the partnership of the church, the role shall be maintained
and updated periodically.

Termination of Partnership – Partners shall be removed from the church roll for the
following reasons:

1. Death
2. Transfer of membership to another church
3. By personal request of the partner (In writing)
4. Dismissal by a vote of 3/4 of the Elders/Pastor/Deacons with the Church

according to the following guidelines:
a. The member’s life and conduct are not in accordance with the partnership

covenant in such a way that the partner hinders the spirit of unity in the
church and/or ministry influence of the church in the community.
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b. Every effort possible is made to restore the partner based on the
guidelines of Matthew 18:15-17 and Galatians 6:1.

5. The partnership of any individual member can be terminated without notice if the
partner in question has not attended a regular worship service of the church in
the preceding year. Upon good cause being shown to the pastor, this provision
for termination may be waived in the case of any individual partner at the
discretion of the pastor.

6. No partner of this church may hold membership in another church. If any partner
unites in membership with another church, that person can be terminated without
notice from the partnership in this church.

Restoration of Partners – Partners dismissed by the Elders/Pastor/Deacons shall be
restored by the Elders/Pastor/Deacons by a vote of 2/3, according to the spirit of 2
Corinthians 2:7-8, when their lifestyles are judged to be in accordance with the
membership covenant.

See Appendix VI - Church Discipline and the Love of God

This church is built on a biblical foundation.

Our leaders appoint new leaders for Congregational approval. Titus 1:5 (ESV)

This is why I left you in Crete so that you might put what remained into order, and

appoint elders in every town as I directed you.

Scripture References: Acts 20:17-28; 1 Peter 5:2

What are Elders/Pastors?

Number and Term – The Elders shall consist of Lead Pastor, and other such Pastors
and lay leaders as shall be affirmed by the congregation. Pastors that serve as Elders
may serve successive terms. No less than 50% of the Elders shall be laymen from the
congregation.

Duties -
1. Lead the way in modeling evangelism to the congregation.
2. Guide the church forward in priorities, vision, and philosophy of ministry. This

shall include the right doctrine and policies for the church.
3. Assist with the observance of the Lord’s Supper.

Biblical Qualifications of Eldership

1 Timothy 3:1-7 (ESV)
The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of overseer, he desires a noble
task. Therefore an overseer must be above reproach, the husband of one
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wife, sober-minded, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, not a
drunkard, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money.  He must
manage his own household well, with all dignity keeping his children submissive, for if
someone does not know how to manage his own household, how will he care for God's
church?  He must not be a recent convert, or he may become puffed up with conceit
and fall into the condemnation of the devil.  Moreover, he must be well thought of by
outsiders, so that he may not fall into disgrace, into a snare of the devil (See also Titus
1:6)

Based on 1 Timothy 3:1-7, an Elder/Pastor must:
▪ Be male
▪ Desire for the job.
▪ Meet the job description outlined in Scripture.

An Elder/Pastor is a ___________

Matthew 20:25-28 (ESV)
But Jesus called them to him and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it
over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. It shall not be so among
you. But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, and whoever would
be first among you must be your slave, even as the Son of Man came not to be served
but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”

An Elder/Pastor is a __________

2 Timothy 2:2 (ESV)
And what you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful
men who will be able to teach others also.

An Elder/Pastor is a ___________

Ezekiel 34:2-6 (ESV)
“Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel; prophesy, and say to them,
even to the shepherds, thus says the Lord GOD: Ah, shepherds of Israel who have been
feeding yourselves! Should not shepherds feed the sheep? You eat the fat, you clothe
yourselves with the wool, you slaughter the fat ones, but you do not feed the sheep. The
weak you have not strengthened, the sick you have not healed, the injured you have not
bound up, the strayed you have not brought back, the lost you have not sought, and
with force and harshness, you have ruled them. So they were scattered because there
was no shepherd, and they became food for all the wild beasts.  My sheep were
scattered; they wandered over all the mountains and on every high hill. My sheep were
scattered over all the face of the earth, with none to search or seek for them.

Responsibilities of the Elders/Pastor:
▪ Theological doctrine. (Develop and oversee.)
▪ Philosophical direction. (Small Groups, etc.)
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▪ Spiritual direction. (Prayer, church discipline, etc.)
▪ Missions.

How Elders/Pastors are chosen:
▪ Identified through relationships
▪ Interview process – candidate (and spouse) by Elders.
▪ Presentation to congregation – one-week objection period. (Biblical reason why

this person should not be installed as an Elder/Pastor in our church.)
▪ Ordained as an Elder/Pastor (if no biblical objection is found).

WHAT IS A DEACON?

According to the New Testament, a deacon is two things: a shock-absorber and a
servant.

Deacons are shock-absorbers: the seven men chosen by the church in Jerusalem were
to care for widows, and were chosen to preserve unity at a time when poor
administration was creating divisions in the church (see Acts 6:1-7).

And deacons are servants: their very name means servant, and their precursors in Acts
6 were chosen to handle the practical needs of the church.

Selection: It’s notable that, when laying out qualifications for deacons in 1st Timothy 3,
Paul focuses on issues of character rather than administrative skills. Accordingly, our
church will select deacons primarily for their track record of peacemaking, and only
secondarily for administrative expertise.

Deacons: Assume a posture of support without an attitude of “playing second fiddle.”
Use your gift to put down a division and build up Christ’s body.

THE QUALIFICATIONS OF DEACONS

The only passage that mentions the qualifications for deacons is 1 Timothy 3:8–13. In
this passage, Paul gives an official but not an exhaustive list of the requirements for
deacons.

The similarities of the qualifications for deacons and elders/overseers in 1 Timothy 3 are
striking. As the qualifications for elders, a deacon must not be an addict (v. 3,), not
greedy for dishonest gain (v. 3), blameless (v. 2; Titus 1:6), the husband of one wife (v.
2), and an able manager of his children and household well (vs. 4–5). Furthermore, the
focus of the qualifications is the moral character of the person who is to fill the office: a
deacon must be mature and above reproach. The main difference between an elder and
a deacon is a difference of gifts and calling, not character.

Responsibilities of the Deacons:

What are some duties that deacons might be responsible for today? They could be
responsible for anything that’s not related to teaching and shepherding the church. Such
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duties might include:

▪ Care Ministries:  The deacons could be responsible for contacting people, praying
with people, and preparing the elements for communion.

▪ Facilities: The deacons could be responsible for managing the church property.
This would include making sure the place of worship is prepared for the worship
service, cleaning up.

▪ Benevolence: Similar to what took place in Acts 6:1–6 with the daily distribution
to the widows, the deacons may be involved in administrating funds or other
assistance to the needy.

▪ Finances: This would include collecting and counting the offering, keeping
records, and so on with the Stewardship Team.

Deacons should be available to help in a variety of ways including teaching and
shepherding the church.

Financial accountability practices at Gwathmey:
▪ Department budgets. (Developed annually by the ministry head.)
▪ Finances handled by Church Managing Services of the SBCV & Gwathmey

Baptist Church

Biblical Responsibility of a Congregation

Hebrews 13:17 (ESV)
Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as
those who will have to give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with groaning,
for that would be of no advantage.

Records and Reports

Finances – Adequate and accurate records for accounting of income and expenses,
including contributions, shall be kept.  A monthly financial report will be presented by
Innovative Faith Resources.
Minutes – Written reports shall be made of information meetings, Elders/Deacons
meetings, and Leadership Team meetings by their respective persons.

Gwathmey is an autonomous church that cooperates with the Southern Baptist

Convention
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Meet the Southern Baptist Convention

The entities of the SBC:
▪ International Mission Board (Richmond, VA) – The IMB sends missionaries

overseas.
▪ Seminaries – These institutions provide pastoral and theological training for

Southern Baptist churches.
o Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary (Mill Valley, CA)
o Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary (Kansas City, MO)
o New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary (New Orleans, LA)
o Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary (Wake Forest, NC)
o The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary (Louisville, KY)
o Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary (Fort Worth, TX)

▪ North American Mission Board (Alpharetta, GA)–NAMB assists church planting
domestically.

▪ Ethics and Religious Liberty Commission (Nashville, TN)–The ERLC is the public
policy arm of the SBC.

▪ Lifeway Christian Resources (Nashville, TN)–Publishes Christian resources for
individuals and churches.

▪ Guidestone Financial Resources (Dallas, TX)–Provides financial services to
pastors and churches.

▪ Southern Baptist Convention Executive Committee (Nashville, TN)–Coordinates
SBC activities.

Frequently Asked Questions (taken from www.sbc.net):

What is the Southern Baptist Convention?
The SBC is a parachurch organization created by Baptist churches to coordinate and
support international missions and pastoral training.  The term "Southern Baptist
Convention" refers to both the denomination and its annual meeting.

What is the Cooperative Program?
The Cooperative Program is the unified method of supporting SBC mission causes.  It
coordinates the giving of individuals, churches, and state conventions to the SBC, and
the distribution of that money to the various entities of the convention.

What is the SBC’s stance on the autonomy of the local church?
We recognize that in the New Testament there was no centralized ecclesiastical
authority over the churches that forced the churches into any form of compliance. There
was encouragement, exhortation, and admonition, but it was never enforced. We
strongly adhere to that principle. Jesus Christ is the head of the local church - we are
not. Each church is responsible before God for the policies it sets and the decisions it
makes.
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PART 4
What Unifies Us as a Team:
Our Mission and Core Values
____________________________________________________

Purpose: The purpose of this section is to introduce and convey our MISSION and
DISCIPLESHIP PATHWAY so that every member of our team knows
exactly where we are going as a church (what winning is) and exactly how we’re
going to get there (how we will win).

At Gwathmey, our _____________ and _____________ are clear.

Mission:

Our Mission is to make disciples who make disciples!

Vision:

Glorifying Growing Going
Jesus In relationship with Him To share His good news

Discipleship Pathway:

We Abide in Christ through gospel-centered worship as our 
upward expression for discipleship.

 
This takes place weekly as we gather for corporate worship. Within these venues, we

worship Jesus by proclaiming the gospel through preaching, teaching, singing, praying,
and celebrating the ordinances of baptism and communion. Each presents an

opportunity for the church to receive, remember, respond, and rejoice in the work of our
great King Jesus. 

 
We Amplify His Love by an outward expression of discipleship.

Small Groups are where our people can connect to the church body. Groups are not
perfect and those who participate in them will find them messy at times. However, our
hope is that small group partners will be radically committed and challenged that they
will provide encouragement & accountability. This takes time, prayer, effort, patience,
love, trust and hope. Our groups spend time in God’s Word through a sermon-based

curriculum, and each group is encouraged to study the Bible weekly, hang out together
monthly, and serve together quarterly.

We apply His Word in our everyday lives and the church family is the 
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the inward context for discipleship.

Discipleship Groups are an important process for every believer that provides deep
friendships, an environment of accountability, and most importantly, a life rooted deeply
in God’s Word.  A Discipleship Group is a gender-specific, closed group of 3-5 believers
who meet weekly for the purpose of spiritual transformation.

We Align with His Mission by serving and loving one another is
our onward expression of discipleship.

Serving others means we extend His grace and mercy to unbelievers & the unchurched
for His glory and not our own. It is an expression of love and stewardship of grace
marked by humility, generosity, and hospitality and which is empowered by a passion for
the glory of God. Service can and should be pursued in various ways by all recipients of
grace. Those who have been impacted by the gospel have countless opportunities to
serve others by greeting at the doors of the church, volunteering in one of our ministries,
participating in the worship team, giving financially to the needs of others, opening their
homes to their neighbors, etc.

CORE VALUES (It’s Simple)
Strengthen Families
Intentional Disciple-Making Relationships
Missional Minded
Passionate Worshippers
Living as Faithful Stewards
Equipping for Ministry
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Affiliations: Gwathmey Baptist church is autonomous and maintains the right to govern its
own affairs, independent of any denominational control.  Recognizing, however, the benefits of
cooperation with other churches in world missions, this church voluntarily affiliates with the
Southern Baptist Convention in its national and state conventions.

Key Words: Knowing the Definitions is Important

_____________ Disciples

Matthew 4:19 (ESV)
And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.”

A disciple of Jesus is:
▪ One who is following Christ—has made Jesus ________ of their life.

Luke 9:23; John 8:31
▪ One who is being changed by Christ—is becoming _______ Christ in attitude

and action. John 15:8; Romans 8:29; Galatians 5:22; John 13:35
▪ One who is committed to the mission of Christ. (Christ’s mission is to save a lost

world – ministry of reconciliation.) John 15:8; Matthew 4:19; 2 Corinthians
5:19-20

___________________ Environments

Why Relational Environments? (Small groups & D-Groups)

We make disciples in relational environments because ____________ did it
that way.

Mark 3:14 (ESV)
And he appointed twelve (whom he also named apostles) so that they might be with him
and he might send them out to preach

We need relationships with others because God ____________ us that way.

Genesis 2:18 (ESV)
Then the LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a
helper fit for him

We need relationships with others to ______________ as a Christian.

Hebrews 3:12-13 (ESV)
Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading you to
fall away from the living God.  But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called
“today,” that none of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.
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Ecclesiastes 4:9-10, (ESV)
Two are better than one because they have a good reward for their toil. For if they fall,
one will lift up his fellow. But woe to him who is alone when he falls and has not another
to lift him up!

We need relationship with others because we can _________________ more
together than we can alone.

Romans 12:4-5 (ESV)
For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same
function, so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of
another.

Discipleship must include these components:

▪ __________________ – A person living out their faith in front of others; a living
picture.

▪ ___________________ – Being transparent and real when dealing with others.
▪ ___________________ – Building relationships where the truth is expected and

desired.
▪ ___________________ – Love, care, and support as we do life together.
▪ ___ ________ ____ ________ – A place where you can put into practice what

you’ve been taught. Mission and Ministry opportunities.

Partnership: What it means to “Partner.”

The difference between “Attendees” and “Partners” can be summed up in
one word: __________________.

Expectations of our Partners:
At Gwathmey we never ask our partners to do more than the Bible clearly teaches.
These responsibilities are spelled out in the Partnership Covenant.

What is a Covenant?

A covenant is a promise by which we obligate ourselves to one another in such a way
that the obligation of one party is not dependent on the faithfulness of the other (Ezek.
20:44; 36:22; Ps. 76:11; Hos. 2:19-20; 3:1; 2 Tim. 2:13). Though the covenant does
define the relationship between partners and the church, it is first and foremost a
promise made to God as a commitment to his glory and his bride, the church (Eph.
5:25).

The Gwathmey Partnership Covenant
Having received Christ as my Lord and Savior and been baptized, and being in
agreement with Gwathmey statements, strategy, and structure, I now feel
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led by the Holy Spirit to unite with the Gwathmey family. In doing so, I
commit myself to God and to the other (partners) to do the following:

I will protect the unity of my church by:
▪ Acting in love towards other partners.
▪ Refusing to gossip.
▪ Following the leaders as they follow Christ.

Biblical References: Romans 5:5, 19; Ephesians 4:16; Hebrews 13:17; 1 Peter
1:22

I will share in the mission of our church: “Reaching the whole world for
Jesus” by:

▪ Praying for its growth.
▪ Inviting the unchurched to attend.
▪ Warmly welcoming those who visit.

Biblical References: Luke 14:23; Romans 15:7; 1 Thessalonians 1:2

I will serve the ministry of my church by:
▪ Discovering my gifts and talents and using them. (Ministry service.)
▪ Participating in a discipleship-focused small group.
▪ Being equipped to serve by my leaders.

Biblical References: Ephesians 4:11-12; Philippians 2:3-4, 7; 1 Peter 4:10

I will support the testimony of my church by:
▪ Attending services faithfully.
▪ Living a godly life. (I represent Jesus and the Gwathmey family.)
▪ Giving regularly. I commit to tithing.

Biblical References: Leviticus 27:30; 1 Corinthians 16:2; Philippians 1:27;
Hebrews 10:25

The obligation of Gwathmey to its Partners

▪ We covenant to seek God’s will for our church community to the best of our
ability as we study the Scriptures and follow the Spirit (Acts 20:28; 1 Peter 5:1-5).

▪ We covenant to care for you and seek your growth as a disciple of Christ, in part
by equipping you for service (Eph. 4:11-13) and praying for you regularly,
particularly when you are sick (James 5:14).

▪ We covenant to provide teaching and counsel from the whole of Scripture (Acts
20:27-28; Gal. 6:6; 1 Tim. 5:17-18).

▪ We covenant to be on guard against false teachers (Acts 20:28-31).
▪ We covenant to exercise church discipline when necessary (Matt. 18:15-20)
▪ We covenant to set an example and join you in fulfilling the duties of church

partnership. (1 Cor. 11:1; Phil. 3:17; 1 Tim. 4:12).
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My obligation to Gwathmey as a Partner

▪ I have read and understood the Gwathmey doctrinal statements and will not be
divisive to its teaching. I also understand the importance of submission to church
leadership and will be diligent to preserve unity and peace (Eph. 4:1-3; Heb.
13:7, 17).

▪ I covenant to submit to the authority of Scripture as the final arbiter on all issues
(Ps. 119; 2 Tim. 3:16-17).

▪ I will maintain a close relationship with the Lord Jesus through regular Bible
reading, prayer, fellowship, and practice of spiritual disciplines. My relationship
will be evident through my participation in weekly worship services, communion,
Small Group, service, and a life that glorifies Jesus (Ps. 105:1-2; Ps. 119:97; Acts
2:42-47; Heb. 10:23-25; 2 Peter 1:3).

▪ I will steward the resources God has given me, including my time, talents, and
treasure (Prov. 3:9-10; Rom. 12:1-2; Gal. 5:22-26; Eph. 4:1-16; 5:15-18). This
includes regular financial giving, service, and participation in community that is
sacrificial, cheerful, and voluntary (Rom. 12:1-8; 2 Cor. 8-9; 12:7-31)

▪ I will not function in leadership or as a member of another church family (Heb.
13:17).

▪ I covenant to submit to discipline by God through his Holy Spirit, to follow biblical
procedures for church discipline in my relationships with brothers and sisters in
Christ, to submit to righteous discipline when approached biblically by brothers
and sisters in Christ, and to submit to discipline by church leadership if the need
should ever arise (Ps. 141:5; Matt. 18:15-17; 1 Cor. 5:1-5; 2 Cor. 2:5-8; Gal. 6:1-5
8; 1 Tim. 5:20; 2 Tim. 2:25; Titus 1:9; 3:10-11; Heb. 12:5-11; Rev. 2:5-7, 14-25).

▪ I agree, by God’s grace, to walk in holiness as an act of worship to Jesus Christ,
who has saved me from my sin that I could live a new life (2 Cor. 5:17); I will
practice complete chastity before marriage and complete fidelity in heterosexual
marriage by abstaining from practices such as cohabitation, pornography, and
fornication (Job 31:1; Prov. 5; Rom. 13:12-14; 1 Cor. 6:9-7:16; Heb. 13:4); I will
refrain from illegal drug use, drunkenness, and other sinful behavior as the Bible,
my pastors, and my conscience dictate (1 Cor. 8:7; Gal. 5:19-21). Should I sin in
such a manner, I agree to confess my sins to Christian brothers or sisters and
seek help to put my sin to death (Rom. 8:13; Col. 3:5; 1 John 1:6-10)

Voting Rights of Partnership – All partners, without respect to age, shall have an
equal opportunity to express opinions on business matters. Every partner,
recommended age eighteen (18) or older, shall have the right to vote (voting by proxy is
prohibited) on the following matters:

1. Annual Financial Ministry Plan
2. Dissolving of all, or substantially all, of the church assets
3. Capital Purchases, building or indebtedness activities where the value exceeds

10 percent of the annual financial ministry plan
4. Amendments to the Bylaws of the church
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5. Affirm new partners/ dismissal of partners/ church discipline
6. Appoint New Elders/Deacons

Partnership Meetings

Place – Member meetings of the partners shall be held at the church.

Meeting – A once a quarter member meeting of the partners shall be held to affirm new
partners, dismissal of partners, practice church discipline, appoint new Elders/Deacons,
and report on missions and the budget.

Special Meetings – These special meetings can be called at any time by the
Pastor/Elders or Deacons for any purpose, by giving notice to the members in
accordance with the notice requirements for partner meetings. There are quarterly
member meetings to pray and praise the work God is doing amongst us. These
meetings will consist of information reports from each ministry team leader.

Notice Requirements for Information Meetings – Whenever partners are required or
permitted to take action at a meeting, notice shall be given to partners no less than two
(2) Sundays prior to a meeting. The notification shall be given in one or more of the
following manners, which shall be deemed to be a reasonable method of calling a
business meeting:

1. Distribution of written material to the congregation in attendance at a weekend
service.

2. Announcement of the meeting in the church newsletter.
3. Oral announcement to the congregation at a Sunday service.
4. Delivery by US mail to each member as identified on the membership roll if no

email.
5. By e-mail to the membership. (This can only be done in conjunction with one of

the above methods).

Moderator – The Moderator shall help guide and direct partner meetings.

Quorum – Those partners present and voting at a meeting duly noticed and called shall
constitute a quorum of the membership for the transaction of business.
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Gwathmey Baptist Church Partnership Application
Please complete a separate form for each
First Name: _________________ Last Name: ___________________

   Birthdate: ______/ ______/ ______

Email ________________________________________________________

Street Address: _____________________________________________________

            City: _____________________ Home Phone: (____) _______________

          State: _____________________ Cell Phone: (____) _________________

             Zip: _____________________

Marital Status:

□ Single

□ Married   Spouse’s Information

□ Divorced First Name: ___________________

□ Separated Last Name: ___________________

□ Widowed Marriage Date: ______/______/______

Children Living at Home: Name, Age, Birthday

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

PERSONAL INFORMATION

Have you trusted Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior?           Yes       No        Not Sure

Have you been baptized by immersion since you trusted in Christ?      Yes       No

If yes, what was the date and location of your baptism?

__________________________________________________________________________

Are you presently - or were you previously - either a member or a regular attender of another

church? Yes   No

PREVIOUS CHURCH INFORMATION
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Church Name: ________________________________________________________________

Street Address: _______________________________________________________________

                 City: _____________________                 Church Phone: (____)______________

               State: _____________________                       Zip: ____________________

When did you attend that church and what was your reason for leaving? _____/ _____/

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Are you currently - or were you when you attended - a member in good standing?  Yes   

No

Do we have permission to contact the leadership of that church to confirm your standing with

them? Yes      No

PERSONAL TESTIMONY

How did you become a Christian?

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Give a brief description of your life since you’ve come to know Christ as your Savior and Lord.

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

WAYS I AM INTERESTED IN SERVING AT GWATHMEY BAPTIST CHURCH
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The purpose of this list is to let the church leadership know of ways you might be able and

willing to serve in ministry within our church body. Please check all the boxes of any area in

which you are willing to volunteer. 

Ministries to Children and Students May include teaching.

Note: The nursery and toddler room classes are for female teachers and assistants only.

□ Nursery

□ Toddler Room

□ Children’s Sunday School

□ Children’s Church

□ Middle School (11-13)

□ High School (14-18)

Ministries to Others  

□ Missions

□ Outreach

□ Hospitality

□ Security

Worship Ministry

□ Worship Team (vocals)

□ Worship Team (instruments)

□ Tech

Discipleship Ministry

□ Hosting Fellowship Groups

□ Men’s Ministry

□ Women’s Ministry

Building and Ground Maintenance

□ Grounds Care □ Maintenance □ Cleaning
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My Gwathmey Baptist Church Covenant

Having received Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior and having been baptized as a
Believer, and being in agreement with Gwathmey Baptist Church’s mission, vision,
strategy, and structure, I now feel led by the Holy Spirit to unite with the Gwathmey
Baptist Church family.  In doing so, I commit myself to God and to the other members to
do the following:

1. I WILL PROTECT THE UNITY OF MY CHURCH.
▪ By acting in love toward other members.
▪ By refusing to gossip.
▪ By following the leadership.

2. I WILL SHARE IN THE RESPONSIBILITY OF MY CHURCH.
▪ By praying for the church, its members, leaders, and its future growth
▪ By inviting the unchurched to attend
▪ By warmly welcoming those who visit
▪ by intentionally building relationships within the church family

3. I WILL SERVE IN THE MINISTRY OF MY CHURCH.
▪ By discovering my gifts and talents
▪ By being equipped to serve
▪ By developing a servant’s heart
▪ By being a member of a ministry team

4. I WILL SUPPORT THE TESTIMONY OF MY CHURCH.
▪ By attending regularly
▪ By living a godly life
▪ By joyously giving regularly

Partner Signature: __________________________ Date: ____________

Printed Names: __________________________________________

Pastor/Elder Signature/Printed Name: ___________________________________

Appendix I
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STATEMENT OF BASIC BELIEF

(1) Statement of Biblical Authority

At the center of Christian faith and practice stands the belief that God has spoken
to the world in the person and work of Jesus Christ, which is accurately and
authoritatively revealed in the Christian Bible (“the Bible,” “Scripture” or “the
Scriptures”). The Bible is the inspired, inerrant, and sufficient Word of God and is thus
the ultimate authority for life, faith and morals. Though the various theological
statements of the Church reflect succinct summaries of Biblical boundaries, it is the
Bible itself to which we are in ultimate submission. Partners have the responsibility and
opportunity to engage Elders and Church staff on areas of theological disagreement.
However, partnership carries with it the implicit understanding that the Elders shall
function as the interpretive authority on Biblical meaning and application for the purpose
of Church doctrine, practice, policy, and discipline.

(2) Statement of Basic Belief

The following Statement of Basic Belief represents the core orthodox beliefs of
the Church from a Biblical and historical perspective. While Church Partners are not
required to fully understand or articulate all aspects of the Statement of Basic Belief, the
explicit rejection of any part of it disqualifies one from partnership at Gwathmey Baptist
Church.

We believe . . .

(a) The Scriptures are true, authoritative, and sufficient (Psalm 19:7-11; 2 Timothy 3:16;
2 Peter 1:20-21).

(b) There is only one God (Deuteronomy 6:4; Isaiah 46:9-10; John 17:3, 1 Corinthians
8:4: -6; 1 Timothy 2:5).

(c) The Father is God. The Son is God. The Holy Spirit is God. The Father is neither the
Son nor the Holy Spirit. The Son is neither the Father nor the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit
is neither the Father nor the Son (Genesis 1:26; Psalm 45:6-7; Psalm 110:1; Matthew 3:
13-17; Matthew 28: 17-20; 1 Corinthians 12:4-6).

(d) I am, along with all humanity (Christ excluded), by birth and action a sinner (Genesis
6:5; Psalm 51:5; Jeremiah 17:9; Romans 3:23; 5:8, 12-21, 7:18; Ephesians 2:1-3).

(e) The deserved penalty for sin is death, both physical and spiritual (Genesis 2:15-17;
Genesis 3:19, Romans 5:12; 6:23, James 1:14-15).

(f) Jesus Christ is the eternal Son of God, was born of a virgin, and is both fully God and
fully human (Matthew 1:20; Luke 2:52; John 1:1-4, 14; Colossians 1:15-20; Hebrews
1:1-3).
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(g) Jesus Christ died as my substitute to pay the penalty for my sin (John 1:29; 10:1-18,
Romans 5:8, 1 Corinthians 15:1-4; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Galatians 1:4; 1 Peter 3:18).

(h) Jesus Christ physically rose from the dead (Matthew 28:1-20; Mark 16:1-8; Luke
24:1-53; John 1:20-21:25; 1 Corinthians 15:12-34).

(i) Jesus Christ physically ascended into heaven and will one day physically return
(John 14:3; Acts 1:11; 1 Thessalonians 4:16; Hebrews 9:28; 1 John 3:2; Revelation 1:7).

(j) There will be a future physical resurrection of the dead. Those who trust in Jesus
Christ alone will be raised to eternal reward. Those who have not trusted in Jesus Christ
will be raised to eternal punishment (Matthew 25:31-46; John 5:28-29; Acts 24-15).

(k) Only by trusting in the person and work of Jesus Christ alone can I be reconciled to
God and experience true life and joy (John 3:18, 14:6; Acts 4:12; Romans 3:21-26; 1
Timothy 2: 5-6).

(3) Statement on Marriage and Sexuality
It is the Biblical position that marriage involves the union of one man and one

woman in permanent sacred fidelity. Though various cultures and customs have
evolving definitions of marriage, it is God alone who has the ultimate authority to
prescribe and describe the marital relationship (Genesis 2:24, Matthew 19:1-9, Mark
10:1-12).

Furthermore, sexual intimacy is only properly exercised and pursued within the
confines of this marital relationship. Sexual immorality, defined as any sexual activity
outside of the boundaries of the sacred marital relationship between one man and one
woman, is clearly and expressly prohibited by the Lord (Matthew 15:19, 1 Corinthians
6:9-11, 1 Thessalonians 4:3, Hebrews 13:4).

As a consequence, the Church regards all forms of sexual immorality, including
adultery, fornication, homosexual behavior, bisexual conduct, bestiality, incest,
pornography, or even lustful intent toward such, as sinful and ultimately unsatisfying.
Moreover, the Church also regards as sinful the intent or desires to surgically alter one’s
biological sex to a different sex. Since the body is a creation of God, the Church holds
sexual identity to be biologically determined, and associated gender norms are to be
observed as appropriate to Biblical standards. Disagreement with one’s biological sex
only leads to spiritual confusion and emotional chaos (Genesis 1:27, Romans 1:26-32, 1
Corinthians 6:9-11).

In order to preserve the function and integrity of the Church as the local Body of
Christ, and to provide a Biblical example to the Church Partners and the community, it is
imperative that all persons employed by the Church in any capacity or united to the
Church in partnership should abide by and agree to this “Statement on Marriage and
Sexuality” and conduct themselves accordingly.

Though the sinful sexual expression is egregious (as is all sin), the gospel
provides redemption and restoration to all who confess and forsake their sin, seeking
mercy and forgiveness through Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 6:9-11, Ephesians
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2:1-10, Titus 3:3-7).
Furthermore, there is a difference between temptation and unrepented sin. Jesus

was tempted in all ways as we are, yet He never sinned. Members, partners,
employees, volunteers, and attendees of the Church wrestling with all manner of sexual
temptation will find a Church ready to point them to Jesus and join with them to fight for
their obedience to Christ. Jesus called the weary and heavy-laden to Himself. As a
Church desiring to follow Christ fully, the Church will be a safe place for men and
women fighting sexual temptations of all kinds. For those fighting temptation and
repenting of sin, the Church will provide love, care, and direction (Matthew 11:28-30, 1
Corinthians 10:13, Hebrews 2:17-18, Hebrews 4:14-16).

The Church’s Statement on Marriage and Sexuality does not provide grounds for
bigotry, bullying, or hate, as we fully believe that every person must be afforded
compassion, love, kindness, respect, and dignity, regardless of his or her lifestyle.
Hateful and harassing behavior or attitudes directed toward any individual are to be
repudiated as sinful and are neither in accordance with the Scriptures nor the doctrines
of the Church.

This specifically gives the Elders/Pastor the right and authority to prohibit acts or
omissions, including but not limited to (a) permitting any Church assets or property,
whether real property, personal property, intangible property, or any property or asset of
any kind that is subject to the direction or control of the Church, to be used in any
manner that would be—or, in the sole determination of the Elders/Pastor, could be
perceived by any person to be— inconsistent with this Statement on Marriage and
Sexuality; and (b) permitting any Church facilities to be used by any person,
organization, corporation, or group that would or might use such facilities to convey,
intentionally or by implication, what might be perceived as a favorable impression about
any definition of marriage other than that contained in this Section.

The Church’s Statement on Marriage and Sexuality is based upon God’s will for
human life as conveyed to us through the Scriptures, upon which this Church has been
founded and anchored, and this shall not be subject to change through a popular vote;
referendum; prevailing opinion of partners or the general public; the influence of or
interpretation by any government authority, agency, or official action; or legal
developments on the local, state, or federal level.

(4) Statement on the Sanctity of Human Life

We believe that all human life is sacred and created by God in His image. Human
life is of inestimable worth in all dimensions, including pre-born babies, the aged, the
physically or mentally challenged, and every other stage or condition from conception
through natural death. We are therefore called to defend, protect, and value all human
life. (Psalm 139.)
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Appendix II

Chicago Statement on Biblical Inerrancy (1978)

A SHORT STATEMENT

1. God, who is Himself Truth and speaks truth only, has inspired Holy Scripture in order thereby to
reveal Himself to lost mankind through Jesus Christ as Creator and Lord, Redeemer, and Judge.
Holy Scripture is God's witness to Himself.

2. Holy Scripture, being God's own Word, written by men prepared and superintended by His Spirit,
is of infallible divine authority in all matters upon which it touches: it is to be believed, as God's
instruction, in all that it affirms; obeyed, as God's command, in all that it requires; embraced, as
God's pledge, in all that it promises.

3. The Holy Spirit, Scripture's divine Author, both authenticates it to us by His inward witness and
opens our minds to understand its meaning.

4. Being wholly and verbally God-given, Scripture is without error or fault in all its teaching, no less
in what it states about God's acts in creation, about the events of world history, and about its own
literary origins under God, than in its witness to God's saving grace in individual lives.

5. The authority of Scripture is inescapably impaired if this total divine inerrancy is in any way
limited or disregarded or made relative to a view of truth contrary to the Bible's own; and such
lapses bring serious loss to both the individual and the Church.

ARTICLES OF AFFIRMATION AND DENIAL
Article I

We affirm that the Holy Scriptures are to be received as the authoritative Word of God.
We deny that the Scriptures receive their authority from the Church, tradition, or any other human
source.

Article II
We affirm that the Scriptures are the supreme written norm by which God binds the conscience
and that the authority of the Church is subordinate to that of Scripture.
We deny that Church creeds, councils, or declarations have authority greater than or equal to the
authority of the Bible.

Article III
We affirm that the written Word in its entirety is revelation given by God.
We deny that the Bible is merely a witness to revelation, or only becomes revelation in encounter
or depends on the responses of men for its validity.

Article IV
We affirm that God who made mankind in His image has used language as a means of
revelation.
We deny that human language is so limited by our creatureliness that it is rendered inadequate
as a vehicle for divine revelation. We further deny that the corruption of human culture and
language through sin has thwarted God's work of inspiration.

Article V
We affirm that God's revelation in the Holy Scriptures was progressive.
We deny that later revelation, which may fulfill earlier revelation, ever corrects, or contradicts it.
We further deny that any normative revelation has been given since the completion of the New
Testament writings.
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Article VI
We affirm that the whole of Scripture and all its parts, down to the very words of the original, were
given by divine inspiration.
We deny that the inspiration of Scripture can rightly be affirmed of the whole without the parts, or
of some parts but not the whole.

Article VII
We affirm that inspiration was the work in which God by His Spirit, through human writers, gave
us His Word. The origin of Scripture is divine. The mode of divine inspiration remains largely a
mystery to us.
We deny that inspiration can be reduced to human insight, or to heightened states of
consciousness of any kind.

Article VIII
We affirm that God in His Work of inspiration utilized the distinctive personalities and literary
styles of the writers whom He had chosen and prepared.
We deny that God, in causing these writers to use the very words that He chose, overrode their
personalities.

Article IX
We affirm that inspiration, though not conferring omniscience, guaranteed true and trustworthy
utterance on all matters of which the Biblical authors were moved to speak and write.
We deny that the finitude or fallenness of these writers, by necessity or otherwise, introduced
distortion or falsehood into God's Word.

Article X
We affirm that inspiration, strictly speaking, applies only to the autographic text of Scripture,
which in the providence of God can be ascertained from available manuscripts with great
accuracy. We further affirm that copies and translations of Scripture are the Word of God to the
extent that they faithfully represent the original.
We deny that any essential element of the Christian faith is affected by the absence of the
autographs. We further deny that this absence renders the assertion of

Article XI
We affirm that Scripture, having been given by divine inspiration, is infallible, so that, far from
misleading us, it is true and reliable in all the matters it addresses.
We deny that it is possible for the Bible to be at the same time infallible and errant in its
assertions. Infallibility and inerrancy may be distinguished, but not separated.

Article XII
We affirm that Scripture in its entirety is inerrant, being free from all falsehood, fraud, or deceit.
We deny that Biblical infallibility and inerrancy are limited to spiritual, religious, or redemptive
themes, exclusive of assertions in the fields of history and science. We further deny that scientific
hypotheses about earth history may properly be used to overturn the teaching of Scripture on
creation and the flood.

Article XIII
We affirm the propriety of using inerrancy as a theological term with reference to the complete
truthfulness of Scripture.
We deny that it is proper to evaluate Scripture according to standards of truth and error that are
alien to its usage or purpose. We further deny that inerrancy is negated by Biblical phenomena
such as a lack of modern technical precision, irregularities of grammar or spelling, observational
descriptions of nature, the reporting of falsehoods, the use of hyperbole and round numbers, the
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topical arrangement of material, variant selections of material in parallel accounts, or the use of
free citations.

Article XIV
We affirm the unity and internal consistency of Scripture.
We deny that alleged errors and discrepancies that have not yet been resolved vitiate the truth
claims of the Bible.

Article XV
We affirm that the doctrine of inerrancy is grounded in the teaching of the Bible about inspiration.
We deny that Jesus’ teaching about Scripture may be dismissed by appeals to accommodation
or to any natural limitation of His humanity.

Article XVI
We affirm that the doctrine of inerrancy has been integral to the Church's faith throughout its
history.
We deny that inerrancy is a doctrine invented by Scholastic Protestantism, or is a reactionary
position postulated in response to negative higher criticism.

Article XVII
We affirm that the Holy Spirit bears witness to the Scriptures, assuring believers of the
truthfulness of God’s written Word.
We deny that this witness of the Holy Spirit operates in isolation from or against Scripture.

Article XVIII
We affirm that the text of Scripture is to be interpreted by grammatical-historical exegesis, taking
account of its literary forms and devices and that Scripture is to interpret Scripture.
We deny the legitimacy of any treatment of the text or quest for sources lying behind it that leads
to relativizing, dehistoricizing, or discounting its teaching, or rejecting its claims to authorship.

Article XIX
We affirm that a confession of the full authority, infallibility, and inerrancy of Scripture is vital to a
sound understanding of the whole of the Christian faith. We further affirm that such confession
should lead to increasing conformity to the image of Christ.
We deny that such confession is necessary for salvation. However, we further deny that inerrancy
can be rejected without grave consequences, both to the individual and to the Church.

The original document is located in the Dallas Theological Archives.
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Appendix VI

“Know that the LORD Himself is God; It is He who has made us, and not we
ourselves…” -Psalm 100:3

Preamble
Evangelical Christians at the dawn of the twenty-first century find themselves living in a period of
historic transition. As Western culture has become increasingly post-Christian, it has embarked upon
a massive revision of what it means to be a human being. By and large, the spirit of our age no
longer discerns or delights in the beauty of God’s design for human life. Many deny that God created
human beings for his glory and that his good purposes for us include our personal and physical
design as male and female. It is common to think that human identity as male and female is not part
of God’s beautiful plan, but is, rather, an expression of an individual’s autonomous preferences. The
pathway to full and lasting joy through God’s good design for his creatures is thus replaced by the
path of shortsighted alternatives that, sooner or later, ruin human life and dishonor God.
This secular spirit of our age presents a great challenge to the Christian church. Will the church of
the Lord Jesus Christ lose her biblical conviction, clarity, and courage, and blend into the spirit of the
age? Or will she hold fast to the word of life, draw courage from Jesus, and unashamedly proclaim
his way as the way of life? Will she maintain her clear, counter-cultural witness to a world that seems
bent on ruin?
We are persuaded that faithfulness in our generation means declaring once again the true story of
the world and of our place in it—particularly as male and female. Christian Scripture teaches that
there is but one God who alone is Creator and Lord of all. To him alone, every person owes
glad-hearted thanksgiving, heart-felt praise, and total allegiance. This is the path not only of
glorifying God but of knowing ourselves. To forget our Creator is to forget who we are, for he made
us for himself. And we cannot know ourselves truly without truly knowing him who made us. We did
not make ourselves. We are not our own. Our true identity, as male and female persons, is given by
God. It is not only foolish but hopeless, to try to make ourselves what God did not create us to be.
We believe that God’s design for his creation and his way of salvation serve to bring him the greatest
glory and bring us the greatest good. God’s good plan provides us with the greatest freedom. Jesus
said he came that we might have life and have it in overflowing measure. He is for us and not
against us. Therefore, in the hope of serving Christ’s church and witnessing publicly to the good
purposes of God for human sexuality revealed in Christian Scripture, we offer the following
affirmations and denials.

Article 1
WE AFFIRM that God has designed marriage to be a covenantal, sexual, procreative, lifelong union of one man
and one woman, as husband and wife, and is meant to signify the covenant love between Christ and his bride
the church.
WE DENY that God has designed marriage to be a homosexual, polygamous, or polyamorous relationship. We
also deny that marriage is a mere human contract rather than a covenant made before God.

Article 2
WE AFFIRM that God’s revealed will for all people is chastity outside of marriage and fidelity within marriage.
WE DENY that any affections, desires, or commitments ever justify sexual intercourse before or outside
marriage; nor do they justify any form of sexual immorality.
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Article 3
WE AFFIRM that God created Adam and Eve, the first human beings, in his own image, equal before God as
persons, and distinct as male and female.
WE DENY that the divinely ordained differences between male and female render them unequal in dignity or
worth.

Article 4
WE AFFIRM that divinely ordained differences between male and female reflect God’s original creation design
and are meant for human good and human flourishing.
WE DENY that such differences are a result of the Fall or are a tragedy to be overcome.

Article 5
WE AFFIRM that the differences between male and female reproductive structures are integral to God’s design
for self-conception as male or female.
WE DENY that physical anomalies or psychological conditions nullify the God-appointed link between biological
sex and self-conception as male or female.

Article 6
WE AFFIRM that those born with a physical disorder of sex development are created in the image of God and
have dignity and worth equal to all other image-bearers. They are acknowledged by our Lord Jesus in his words
about “eunuchs who were born that way from their mother's womb.” With all others, they are welcome as faithful
followers of Jesus Christ and should embrace their biological sex insofar as it may be known.
WE DENY that ambiguities related to a person’s biological sex render one incapable of living a fruitful life in
joyful obedience to Christ.

Article 7
WE AFFIRM that self-conception as male or female should be defined by God’s holy purposes in creation and
redemption as revealed in Scripture.
WE DENY that adopting a homosexual or transgender self-conception is consistent with God’s holy purposes in
creation and redemption.

Article 8
WE AFFIRM that people who experience sexual attraction for the same sex may live a rich and fruitful life
pleasing to God through faith in Jesus Christ, as they, like all Christians, walk in purity of life.
WE DENY that sexual attraction for the same sex is part of the natural goodness of God’s original creation, or
that it puts a person outside the hope of the gospel.

Article 9
WE AFFIRM that sin distorts sexual desires by directing them away from the marriage covenant and toward
sexual immorality— a distortion that includes both heterosexual and homosexual immorality.
WE DENY that an enduring pattern of desire for sexual immorality justifies sexually immoral behavior.

Article 10
WE AFFIRM that it is sinful to approve of homosexual immorality or transgenderism and that such approval
constitutes an essential departure from Christian faithfulness and witness.
WE DENY that the approval of homosexual immorality or transgenderism is a matter of moral indifference about
which otherwise faithful Christians should agree to disagree.

Article 11
WE AFFIRM our duty to speak the truth in love at all times, including when we speak to or about one another as
male or female.
WE DENY any obligation to speak in such ways that dishonor God’s design of his image-bearers as male and
female.
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Article 12
WE AFFIRM that the grace of God in Christ gives both merciful pardon and transforming power and that this
pardon and power enable a follower of Jesus to put to death sinful desires and to walk in a manner worthy of
the Lord.
WE DENY that the grace of God in Christ is insufficient to forgive all sexual sins and to give power for holiness
to every believer who feels drawn into sexual sin.

Article 13
WE AFFIRM that the grace of God in Christ enables sinners to forsake transgender self-conceptions and by
divine forbearance to accept the God-ordained link between one’s biological sex and one’s self-conception as
male or female.
WE DENY that the grace of God in Christ sanctions self-conceptions that are at odds with God’s revealed will.

Article 14
WE AFFIRM that Christ Jesus has come into the world to save sinners and that through Christ’s death and
resurrection forgiveness of sins and eternal life are available to every person who repents of sin and trusts in
Christ alone as Savior, Lord, and supreme treasure.
WE DENY that the Lord’s arm is too short to save or that any sinner is beyond his reach.
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Appendix V

How Much Should We Give?
Jamie Dunlop – Capitol Hill Baptist

When the offering plate passes you by on Sunday morning, how much does
Jesus expect you to give?

Giving in the Old Testament

In the Old Testament, God commands his people to give 10 percent of their
income to support the Levites—the religious teachers of the day. Plus, there
were a couple more required offerings, all three of which added up to roughly
23 percent of an Israelite’s annual income, to say nothing of the temple tax
and voluntary offerings. 
Yet how much more have we received from Christ than the Old Testament
saints could have imagined! Giving for the Christian is one way we use our
money to invest for an eternal return. Giving helps us lose the chains that
money can wrap around our hearts. Giving says, “God is sufficient.”

Giving in the New Testament

Christians sometimes assume their responsibility starts and ends with giving
10 percent to a favorite charity. But that’s not quite right. Ten percent may be
a good starting point based on Old Testament precedent. Think of Abraham
giving that much to Melchizedek. But nowhere does the New Testament tell
Christians to give a “tithe” (which means 10 percent).
Instead, Paul instructs each Christian to give “in keeping with his income” (1
Cor. 16:2), which is to say, as much as one is able. Elsewhere he commands,
“Let the one who is taught the word share all good things with the one who
teaches” (Gal. 6:6; see also 1 Cor. 9:14). And he commends one church
forgiving “with rich generosity” and “beyond their ability” (2 Cor. 8:2,3).
Yet the Bible also teaches that what we give to the church must be balanced
with our other financial obligations. Paul says that a man who does not
provide for his family’s basic needs “has denied the faith and is worse than an
unbeliever” (1 Tim. 5:8).
Money is just one of many stewardships God has given to us, like time or
relationships. And just as we should make “the best use of the time” (Eph.
5:16) for God’s glory, so we should with our money.
Our elders recommend that you start by giving 10 percent of your income to
the church (or less if biblical constraints such as 1 Tim. 5:16 so required). But
more importantly, we would encourage you to remember that every dollar in
your bank account is an opportunity to bring glory to God. So, would that next
dollar best be used for extra needs at the church? Or to hire a babysitter so
you can disciple a younger Christian? Or to give your family rest and
intentional time together on a family vacation? Or to buy this house versus
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that house because it allows you to do hospitality? You are utterly free in
Christ to decide! The point is, use all your money for the Lord.
If you have no income, still work to give from what you do have (money, time,
relationships, etc.) so that the first day you have an income it feels
second-nature to give again.

Some Practical Counsel
1) Give to your local church first. Since the local church is the primary source

of teaching, it should be the primary recipient of your giving (see Gal. 6:6;
1 Cor. 9:14).

2) Give regularly and deliberately. Paul told the Corinthians to set aside
money on the first day of every week (1 Cor. 16:2). Giving to the church
should not be a spontaneous decision. Plan ahead. Build it into your
budget.

3) Give sacrificially and cheerfully. God loves a cheerful giver and he calls all
of us to take up our cross and follow him (2 Cor. 9:7; Luke 9:23). Our
entire lives should be lived in sacrificial obedience, including our giving.
Remember that whatever you give pales in comparison to what you are
receiving in Christ.

4) Seek wise counsel. We should not give to impress others (Matt. 6:2), and
yet it’s foolish to make decisions about money alone (Prov. 15:22, 1 Tim.
6:10). Be transparent with at least someone at your church about your
whole life—including how much and where you give.

56



Appendix VI

Church Discipline and the Love of God
Jonathan Leeman

Do the words “church discipline” seem like they don’t belong together, like
“painful friendship” or “conditional grace”? Church discipline builds healthy
churches and vibrant gospel witnesses.
What Is Church Discipline?
Broadly, church discipline is one part of the discipleship process. As in many
areas of life, Christian discipleship involves both instruction and discipline, just
like soccer practice or math class.
Narrowly, church discipline is correcting sin. It begins with private warnings. It
ends, when necessary, with removing someone from church membership and
participation in the Lord’s Table. The person will generally be free to attend
public gatherings, but he or she is no longer a member. The church will no
longer publicly affirm the person’s profession of faith.
Several sins might call for loving warnings in private. But formal public
discipline typically occurs only in cases of sin that meet three further criteria.
Sin must be outward—it can be seen or heard (unlike, say, pride). It must be
serious—serious enough to discredit the person’s verbal profession to be
following Jesus. And it must be unrepentant—the person has typically been
confronted but refuses to let go of the sin.
Is Discipline Biblical?
Church discipline first shows up in Matthew 18, where Jesus says concerning
the person in unrepentant sin, “If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the
church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a
Gentile and a tax collector” (v. 17). That is, treat him as outside the covenant
community. The person has proven uncorrectable. His life does not match his
Christian profession.
Another well-known passage on discipline, 1 Corinthians 5, helps us see the
purpose of discipline. First, discipline is exposed. Sin, like cancer, loves to hide.
Discipline exposes cancer so that it might be cut out (see 1 Cor. 5:2). Second,
discipline warns. A church does not enact God’s judgment through discipline.
Rather, it stages a small play that pictures the great judgment to come (v. 5).
Third, discipline saves. Churches pursue it when they see a member taking the
path toward death, and none of their arm-waving causes him or her to stop. It’s
the device of last resort (v. 5). Fourth, discipline protects. Just as cancer
spreads from one cell to another, so sin quickly spreads from one person to
another (v. 6). Fifth, discipline preserves the church’s witness. Strange to say, it
serves non-Christians because it keeps churches distinct and attractive (see v.
1). After all, churches are to be salt and light. “But if salt has lost its taste…”
Jesus said, “It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and
trampled under people's feet” (Matt. 5:13).
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Is Discipline Loving?

Church discipline at its core is about love. The Lord disciplines those he loves
(Heb. 12:6). The same is true for us.
The problem is, many people today have a sentimentalized view of love: love
as being made to feel special. Or a romanticized view of love: love as being
allowed to express yourself without correction. Or a consumerist view: love as
finding the perfect fit. In the popular mind, love has little to do with truth and
holiness, and authority.
But that’s not love in the Bible. Love in the Bible is holy. It makes demands. It
yields obedience. It doesn’t delight in evil but rejoices in the truth (1 Cor. 13:6).
Jesus tells us that if we keep his commandments, we will abide in his love
(John 15:10). And John says that if we keep God’s word, God’s love will be
perfected in us (1 John 2:5). How do church members help one another abide
in Christ’s love and show the world what God’s love is like? Through helping
one another obey and keep his word. Through instruction and discipline.
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Answer Key

1. Our goal for this class is that you will commit yourself to Christ and to
Gwathmey Baptist Church.

2. God’s definition of the word “church” (Greek: Ecclesia) is: the called out
ones.

3. The church is a body or a team.
4. The church is a family.
5. The church’s purpose is to make disciples.
6. A Christian who is not joined to a body or team, and is without a church

family, does not understand the Christian faith.
7. This class is about philosophy and information.
8. We have changed the rules of the game.
9. We are not shooting for God’s goals. Rather, we’re concerned with

personal agendas and comfort.
10.Those that do play aren’t running the same play at the same time.
11. We do not define success the same way.
12.Many don’t understand their role and responsibilities.
13.The pastors have become paid players and the people have become the

fans.
14.The church has become about a performance attended 1.6 times a

month.
15.There are great individuals in a church, but they don’t work together.
16.They spend their time playing the wrong opponent: each other.
17.The enemy plays better, so we lose.
18. It doesn’t have to be that way. If we get the following things right, we are a

launching pad; an army.
19.Remember, there are no divisions in Christ
20.Real joy and peace come from understanding our real purpose in life.
21.We were created by God in His image. We are not a product of chance.
22.God created us for a purpose: To be in relationship with Him.
23.God created us for a purpose: His glory and our good.
24. In the beginning man lived in relationship with God in a sinless world and

everything was good.
25.God gave us a choice.
26.Man sinned and as a result, all men fell.
27.Sin breaks relationship with God.
28.God is life. Separation from God is death.
29.Sin breaks our relationship with others.
30.Sin caused the curse, even on the world we live in.
31.Separation from God has led to a world filled with pain and despair.
32.God had to make a way.
33.God showed His justice and His love in ONE person.
34.They believed the message and were pierced to the heart.
35.They were told to repent, which is a natural result of faith.
36.They confessed Jesus as their Lord.
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37.They were commanded to be baptized.
38.The definition is: to be immersed, to be buried in, to be sunken as a ship,

to dip, to be put under.
39.The word baptism was changed in about 400 AD to include sprinkling.
40.To follow the example set by Christ.
41.Why was Jesus baptized? To fulfill all righteousness.
42.Because Christ and the Apostles commanded it.
43.Because the early church believed it was important.
44. It is a picture of Christ’s death and resurrection.
45. It is a picture of a new birth; a starting point.
46.So that the church has a common message: team.
47.Those who believe and have repented.
48.Communion is a memorial.
49.Communion is a new covenant.
50.Communion is a proclamation.
51.Remember, for those who believe that the gifts are present today, the Spirit

of God does not work contrary to the Word of God.
52.An Elder/Pastor is a servant
53.An Elder/Pastor is a coach
54.An Elder/Pastor is a shepherd
55.At Gwathmey, our Vision and Mission are clear.
56.Biblical Disciples
57.One who is following Christ—has made Jesus Lord of their life.
58.One who is being changed by Christ—is becoming like Christ in attitude

and action.
59.Relational Environments
60.We make disciples in relational environments because Jesus did it that

way.
61.We need relationships with others because God created us that way.
62.We need relationships with others to grow as a Christian.
63.We need relationship with others because we can accomplish more

together than we can alone.
64.Modeling – A person living out their faith in front of others; a living picture.
65.Authenticity – Being transparent and real when dealing with others.
66.Accountability – Building relationships where the truth is expected and

desired.
67.Shepherding – Love, care, and support as we do life together.
68.A Place to Play – A place where you can put into practice what you’ve

been taught. Mission and Ministry opportunities.
69.The difference between “Attendees” and “Partners” can be summed up in

one word: Commitment.
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