
Resurrection Sunday: Part 1 The Cross- John 19:28-37 
 

John R.W. Stott wrote, “The essence of sin is man substituting himself for God, while the 

essence of salvation is God substituting Himself for man. 

 
28 After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfill the Scripture), “I 

thirst.” 29 A jar full of sour wine stood there, so they put a sponge full of the sour wine on a 

hyssop branch and held it to his mouth. (Psalm 69:21b)  

The soldiers dip a hyssop branch into the sour wine for Jesus Christ who now hangs on the 

cross. The blood of the lamb on the doorpost saves the Israelites from the death of the first 

born.  It was a sacrifice. The apostle John calling upon the hyssop branch detail when 

writing about the crucifixion of Jesus would take the Jewish people back to that time in 

Exodus, the saving blood of the Passover.  The sacrifice of the first born…Just as the 

hyssop branch was used in the first Passover to provide the saving grace for the Israelites 

from death of the firstborn, here they see the ultimate sacrifice of the first born to provide 

them the everlasting saving grace. 
30 When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is finished,” and he bowed his head 

and gave up his spirit. 31 Since it was the day of Preparation, and so that the bodies would 

not remain on the cross on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high day), the Jews asked 

Pilate that their legs might be broken and that they might be taken away. 32 So the soldiers 

came and broke the legs of the first, and of the other who had been crucified with 

him. 33 But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not break 

his legs. (Psalm 22:14-15) 34 But one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at 

once there came out blood and water. 35 He who saw it has borne witness—his testimony is 

true, and he knows that he is telling the truth—that you also may believe. (Isaiah 53) 
36 For these things took place that the Scripture might be fulfilled: “Not one of his 

bones will be broken.” 37 And again another Scripture says, “They will look on him whom 

they have pierced. (Zechariah 12:10)” 

He shouted, “It is finished!”  Then, He willingly gave up His life. In the 

Greek language there is only one word—the word “Tetelestai.”  This 

word literally means “paid in full.”  This was the same word used by 

Greeks for financial transactions.   

 

What is finished?  

1 Peter 2:24 

 

Luke 19:10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” 

 

John 3:17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order 

that the world might be saved through him.  

 

2 Corinthians 5:21- For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him 

we might become the righteousness of God. 

 

Sin and Death are Conquered. 

 

Did God accept the finished work of Jesus Christ as full payment for man’s sin?   

 

“But He, having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, sat down at the right hand 

of God.” (Heb. 10:12)  

 

Part 2- John 20:1-18-The Resurrection 

20 Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it was 

still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. 2 So she ran and 

went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, 

“They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid 

him.” 3 So Peter went out with the other disciple, and they were going toward the 

tomb. 4 Both of them were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and 

reached the tomb first. 5 And stooping to look in, he saw the linen cloths lying there, but he 

did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw 

the linen cloths lying there, 7 and the face cloth, which had been on Jesus'[a] head, not lying 

with the linen cloths but folded up in a place by itself. 8 Then the other disciple, who had 

reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9 for as yet they did not 

understand the Scripture, that he must rise from the dead.10 Then the disciples went back 

to their homes. 

Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene 
11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept, she stooped to look into the 

tomb. 12 And she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had lain, one at 

the head and one at the feet. 13 They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She 

said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid 

him.” 14 Having said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing, but she did not 

know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are 

you seeking?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried 

him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” 16 Jesus said to 

her, “Mary.” She turned and said to him in Aramaic,[b] “Rabboni!” (which means 

Teacher).17 Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to me, for I have not yet ascended to the 

Father; but go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your 

Father, to my God and your God.’” 18 Mary Magdalene went and announced to the 

disciples, “I have seen the Lord”—and that he had said these things to her. 

 

Two reactions, one immediate the other later that day!  

When Mary Magdalene found the tomb empty, she assumed that someone had 

taken Jesus’ body. She was not looking for a risen Christ, but was preoccupied 

with a dead and missing master, and she did not recognize Jesus until He spoke 

her name. We need to  examine our own presuppositions and recognize that 

Jesus Christ still calls to people by name, still speaks through His Word, and still 

asks, “Who are you looking for?” Peter and John went back to their homes. That 

night Jesus appeared to the disciples and they believed!  

 

Luke 8:1-2 - Soon afterward he went on through cities and villages, proclaiming 

and bringing the good news of the kingdom of God. And the twelve were with him, 2 and 
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also some women who had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities: Mary, called 

Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out, 

  

Immanuel, God with us in our nature, in our sorrow, in our lifework, in our 

punishment, in our grave, and now with us, or rather we with Him, in 

resurrection, ascension, triumph, and Second Advent splendor. 

– Charles H. Spurgeon 

1.    Are we reminded of who we are?  

  

Mary Magdalene is overcome and wept.  

Apostle Paul – The greatest of ALL Sinners  

  

The closer we get to Jesus the more overcome we are by His Holiness 

and thus our sinfulness!  

  

What is our reaction to Jesus?  

A Sinful Woman Forgiven 
36 One of the Pharisees asked him to eat with him, and he went into the Pharisee's house 

and reclined at table.37 And behold, a woman of the city, who was a sinner, when she 

learned that he was reclining at table in the Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster flask of 

ointment, 38 and standing behind him at his feet, weeping, she began to wet his feet with 

her tears and wiped them with the hair of her head and kissed his feet and anointed them 

with the ointment. 39 Now when the Pharisee who had invited him to saw this, he said to 

himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would have known who and what sort of woman 

this is who is touching him, for she is a sinner.”40 And Jesus answering said to 

him, “Simon, I have something to say to you.” And he answered, “Say it, Teacher.” 
41 “A certain moneylender had two debtors. One owed five hundred denarii, and the other 

fifty. 42 When they could not pay, he cancelled the debt of both. Now which of them will 

love him more?” 43 Simon answered, “The one, I suppose, for whom he cancelled the larger 

debt.” And he said to him, “You have judged rightly.” 44 Then turning toward the woman 

he said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave me no water 

for my feet, but she has wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 45 You 

gave me no kiss, but from the time I came in she has not ceased to kiss my feet. 46 You did 

not anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with ointment. 47 Therefore I tell 

you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven—for she loved much. But he who is forgiven 

little, loves little.” 48 And he said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 49 Then those who were 

at table with him began to say among[h] themselves, “Who is this, who even forgives 

sins?” 50 And he said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.” 

A.   The woman washed Jesus’ feet with tears – Simon did not offer 

water to wash Jesus’ feet.  

B.    The woman kissed Jesus’ feet – Simon offered NO kiss. A kiss was 

an expression of welcoming!  

C.    The woman anointed Jesus’ feet with ointment – Simon did not 

anoint Jesus’ head with ointment!  

Pharisees: 

By age 12 – Rabbinical school – memorized 1st 12 books of O.T. 

By age 15 – Entire O.T.  

Knows the prophetic verses but misses the Messiah sitting right in front of him.  

We are adopted into God’s family through the resurrection of Christ from the 

dead in which he paid all our obligations to sin, the law, and the devil, in whose 

family we once lived. Our old status lies in his tomb. A new status is ours 

through his resurrection. 

– Sinclair B. Ferguson  

  

2.    Are we reminded of who Jesus is?  

Proper reaction – overwhelmed and excitement!  

  

Matthew 10:26-27  

Have No Fear 
26 “So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered that will not be revealed, or 

hidden that will not be known.27 What I tell you in the dark, say in the light, and 

what you hear whispered, proclaim on the housetops.  

When was the last time we were overwhelmed and wept?  

  

How great a Salvation we have, not by our works but by the grace of God!  

  

Our Lord has written the promise of resurrection, not in books alone but in every 

leaf of springtime. 

– Martin Luther 

1st Peter 1:3-9- Born Again to a Living Hope 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great 

mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an inheritance that is 

imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who by God's 

power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the 

last time. 6 In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you 

have been grieved by various trials, 7 so that the tested genuineness of your 

faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be 

found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus 

Christ. 8 Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now 

see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled 

with glory, 9 obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

When we remember who Jesus is, it changes everything!  
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