
12/13/20                                  The Response to Christmas  
 
The Apathy of the religious leaders! 
 
Matthew 2:4-6 and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, 
he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 5 They told him, “In 
Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: 
6 “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
    who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 
 
Quote Micah 5:2: 
But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
    who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me 
    one who is to be ruler in Israel, 
whose coming forth is from of old, 
    from ancient days. 
 
 
Chief Priests (24 divisions - 2 Chronicles 23:8)  - Represent Jewish Worship 
(Levitical Priests)  
Responsible for Temple duties – religious politicians  
 
Scribes – Represent Jewish Law  
lawyers skilled in the Mosaic Law and interpreting the law, transcribe copies of 
the O.T. & N.T.  
 
John 8:3 - The scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman who had been 
caught in adultery, and placing her in the midst 
 
People don’t care how much you know until the know how much you care! 
“Nobody ever outgrows Scripture; the book widens and deepens with our years.” 
-Charles Spurgeon 

 
The Word of God I think of as a straight edge, which shows up our own 
crookedness. We can’t really tell how crooked our thinking is until we line it up 
with the straight edge of Scripture.” -Elisabeth Elliot 



 
The Bible is the cradle wherein Christ is laid.” -Martin Luther 
 

1. Apathy leads to complexity - Chief priests and the scribes know the 
Scriptures 

 
Many people have read the Bible but missed Jesus  
 
Bart Ehrman – Chair of the religion depart. at UNC – N.T Scholar who is a agnostic 
atheist 
 
CRU at UNC trains students how to respond to Ehrman – God’s Not Dead  
 
Dan Wallace – The gospel according to Bart  
Peter J. Williams – Can we trust the Gospels  
 
Matthew 22:29 - But Jesus answered them, “You are wrong, because you know 
neither the Scriptures nor the power of God. 
 
John 5:39 - You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have 
eternal life; and it is they that bear witness about me 
 
 

2. Complexity leads to Complacency  
 
Religious Leaders refuse to respond to the truth – went about business as 
usual. Natural man will always move this direction on our own 
 
Gospel is difficult because it is so simple.  
 

Mark 10:15 - Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God 
like a child shall not enter it.”  
 
 

3. The Anecdote  
 
Bill Bright prayer he would never lose his first love! 



 
Revelation 2:2-4 I know your works, your toil and your patient endurance, and 
how you cannot bear with those who are evil but have tested those who call 
themselves apostles and are not and found them to be false. 3 I know you are 
enduring patiently and bearing up for my name's sake, and you have not grown 
weary. 4 But I have this against you, that you have abandoned the love you had at 
first.  
 
No one can remain apathetic!  


