
The Healing of Aeneas

32 Now as Peter went here and there among them all, he came down also to the
saints who lived at Lydda. 33 There he found a man named Aeneas, bedridden for
eight years, who was paralyzed. 34 And Peter said to him, “Aeneas, Jesus Christ
heals you; rise and make your bed.” And immediately he rose. 35 And all the
residents of Lydda and Sharon saw him, and they turned to the Lord.

Dorcas Restored to Life

36 Now there was in Joppa a disciple named Tabitha, which, translated, means
Dorcas. She was full of good works and acts of charity. 37 In those days she became
ill and died, and when they had washed her, they laid her in an upper
room. 38 Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, hearing that Peter was there,
sent two men to him, urging him, “Please come to us without delay.” 39 So Peter
rose and went with them. And when he arrived, they took him to the upper room.
All the widows stood beside him weeping and showing tunics and other garments
that Dorcas made while she was with them. 40 But Peter put them all outside,
and knelt down and prayed; and turning to the body he said, “Tabitha, arise.” And
she opened her eyes, and when she saw Peter, she sat up. 41 And he gave her his
hand and raised her up. Then, calling the saints and widows, he presented her
alive. 42 And it became known throughout all Joppa, and many believed in the
Lord. 43 And he stayed in Joppa for many days with one Simon, a tanner.



Background:

Peter is now front and center, we have seen the conversion of Paul and the start of
his ministry. Peter was called to Jews but will also take Gospel to the Gentiles.
Paul will carry the Gospel to the Gentiles but always started with Jews in
synagogue

Peter left Jerusalem and has traveled west toward the Mediterranean Sea
First stop is at Lydda – Lod today near the Airport (Tel Aviv)
Sharon – north of Tel Aviv – Valley that runs up toward Haifa
Joppa - Greek(now Jaffa- Hebrew) one of oldest cities in the world (over 7000
years old)
30 miles west of Jerusalem
Port city – Jonah (Jonah 1:1-3) went there to escape God, Solomon (2nd Chronicles
2:8-9) used ports to get timber to build Temple
Simon the Tanner – worked with animal skins to make into leather
Many Christians lived in Jaffa before 1948

Effects of Personal Ministry:

1. Personal Concern Vs. 32-33

Look at your hands – Are they dirty, calloused, worn, tired
Acts 1:8 – Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria Acts 8 , Ends of the World

2nd Peter 1: 5-8  For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your
faith with virtue, and virtue with knowledge, 6 and knowledge with self-control,
and self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, 7 and
godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love. 

“You have not done the job when you have communicated the truth, you have
done the job when somebody else has learned it so that they can reproduce it.”
John MacArthur

We must be involved in people’s lives, requires spending time w/people
Personal discipleship, life on life



2. Personal Urgency vs. 34 -35

Recognized it was Jesus who healed Aeneas

2nd Peter 1:13-15  I think it right, as long as I am in this body, to stir you up by way
of reminder, 14 since I know that the putting off of my body will be soon, as our
Lord Jesus Christ made clear to me. 15 And I will make every effort so that after my
departure you may be able at any time to recall these things.

Peter knew his time would come; Jesus had already revealed how he would die.

“Right Now, Counts Forever” – R.C. Sproul
Make what we do in the here and now echo in eternity

Are we living for the Lord or just Alive!
God makes no accidents – you and I were created for a purpose!
You are not an accident and your life matters

3. Personal Experience – vs. 36 - 40

Peter, James and John had witnessed many miracles and the three had been in
Jesus’ inner circle.

Luke 8.40-42, 49-52  Now when Jesus returned, the crowd welcomed him, for
they were all waiting for him. 41 And there came a man named Jairus, who was a
ruler of the synagogue. And falling at Jesus' feet, he implored him to come to his
house,42 for he had an only daughter, about twelve years of age, and she was
dying….  While he was still speaking, someone from the ruler's house came and
said, “Your daughter is dead; do not trouble the Teacher anymore.” 50 But Jesus on
hearing this answered him, “Do not fear; only believe, and she will be well.” 51 And
when he came to the house, he allowed no one to enter with him, except Peter
and John and James, and the father and mother of the child. 52 And all were
weeping and mourning for her, but he said, “Do not weep, for she is not dead
but sleeping.”



Peter was simply a vessel Jesus used to raise Tabitha – Aramaic
(Dorcas – Greek for gazelle) charitable person who made clothes for the needy
JoAnn – blankets for PRC
Peter had no supernatural power in his own
Tabitha was dead – so were we apart from Christ

The God whom we worship is not a weak and incompetent God. He is able to beat
back gigantic waves of opposition and to bring low prodigious mountains of evil.
The ringing testimony of the Christian faith is that God is able. Martin Luther

In proportion as a church is holy, in that proportion will its testimony for Christ be
powerful. Charles Spurgeon

Jesus doesn’t always heal and restore physical life, in the present but he is always
at work!


