
Seven Chosen to Serve 

6 Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint by 
the Hellenists arose against the Hebrews because their widows were being 
neglected in the daily distribution. 2 And the twelve summoned the full number of 
the disciples and said, “It is not right that we should give up preaching the word of 
God to serve tables. 3 Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you seven men of 
good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this 
duty. 4 But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the 
word.”5 And what they said pleased the whole gathering, and they chose 
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, and 
Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch.6 These 
they set before the apostles, and they prayed and laid their hands on them. 

7 And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the disciples 
multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient 
to the faith. 

 
 
 
 
Hellenists – Greek speaking Jews that had been spread out during the diaspora  
 
Diaspora - the dispersion of the Jewish people beyond Israel. 
 
Serve Tables – diakonos – Deacon 1st Timothy 3:8-13 Qualifications of a Deacon 
  

A. the servant of a king 
B. a deacon, one who, by virtue of the office assigned to him by the church, 
cares for the poor and has charge of and distributes the money collected for their 
use 
C. a waiter, one who serves food and drink 
 
 
 
 
 



Disciple: Learner - Disciples are not merely learners but fruit-bearing disciple-
makers; they multiply themselves. Think of Family  
 
Dawson Troutman – If your disciple is not making disciples then you’re NOT 
making disciples.  
 
Matthew 28:19-20 - Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in[a] the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching 
them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age.” 
 
Jim Downing - Maturity	is	measurable.	In	zoology,	when	an	animal	is	mature,	it	
reproduces.	In	botany,	when	a	fruit	tree	is	mature	when	it	reproduces.	So,	the	
end	result	of	all	parental	care	is	that	they	will	reproduce.	
	
 
Matthew 13:23 - As for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the 
word and understands it. He indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a 
hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 
 
The first word for Christians was not “Christians” but “disciples.”  
 
https://www.navigators.org/resources/  
 
The Hand Illustration – Navigators  
 
“Cheap grace is the grace we bestow on ourselves. Cheap grace is the preaching 
of forgiveness without requiring repentance, baptism without church discipline, 
Communion without confession…. Cheap grace is grace without discipleship, 
grace without the cross, grace without Jesus Christ, living and incarnate.” 
— Dietrich Bonhoeffer (The Cost of Discipleship) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MARCS of a Disciple 
 

1. M - Missional vs. 2 – summoned  
 
Psalm 96:3 - “Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous works among all 
the peoples 
 
“Worship is the goal and the fuel of missions: Missions exists because worship 
doesn’t. Missions is our way of saying: the joy of knowing Christ is not a private, 
or tribal, or national or ethnic privilege. It is for all. And that’s why we go. Because 
we have tasted the joy of worshiping Jesus, and we want all the families of the 
earth included.” John Piper – Let the Nations be Glad  
 
These seven men were already disciples and serving!  
 
Disciples should be living out the Gospel in their homes, workplaces, and 
communities! Make disciples where you live, work and play!  
 
The church has been sent to join the most important mission in the Scriptures. 

Jesus Christ embodied that mission; the Holy Spirit empowers for that mission; 
the church is the instrument of that mission; and the culture is the context in 
which that mission occurs – Daniel Im 
 
 

2. A – Available (Accountable) – vs. 3  
 

Isaiah 6:1-8 -  In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a 
throne, high and lifted up; and the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him 
stood the seraphim. Each had six wings: with two he covered his face, and with 
two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. 3 And one called to another and 
said: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; 
the whole earth is full of his glory!”  

4 And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, 
and the house was filled with smoke.5 And I said: “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I 



am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for 
my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!” 

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning coal that he 
had taken with tongs from the altar. 7 And he touched my mouth and said: 
“Behold, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned 
for.” 

Isaiah's Commission from the Lord 

8 And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go 
for us?” Then I said, “Here I am! Send me.” 

God is not looking for our ability but our availability! 
 
It was easy to find men because they were already available! Serving  
 
Disciples are available and accountable to Christ and fellow believers. 
 
Romans 12:1 - I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to 
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your 
spiritual worship.  
 
What gets you excited, passionate! 
 
 

3. R – Reproducible – vs. 7 
 
The seven men were already committed to cause 
 
Discipleship is not complete until the mentee becomes the mentor 
  
Matthew 4:19-20 - And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers 
of men.” 20 Immediately they left their nets and followed him. 
 
 
“The Church changes the World not by making converts but by making 
disciples.” John Wesley  



Colossians 1:27-28  To them God chose to make known how great among the 
Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the 
hope of glory. Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all 
wisdom, that we may present everyone mature in Christ. 
 
If the Church is not Making Disciples, then all the cathedrals, clergy, missions, 
sermons, even the Bible, are a waste of time. – C.S. Lewis 
 
Remember the end game is making fully devoted followers of Christ. 
 

4. C – Commissioned (Communal) – vs. 6 
 

They were “picked out: and sent! 
 
John 20:21 - Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent 
me, even so I am sending you. 
 
Disciples live and thrive in community with other believers 

Romans 10:14-15 - How then will they call on him in whom they have not 
believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard?  
And how are they to hear without someone preaching? 15 And how are they to 
preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those 
who preach the good news!” 

Some wish to live within the sound of church and chapel bell. I want to run a rescue 
shop within a yard of hell!” C.T. Studd  
 
If a commission by an earthly king is considered an honor, how can a commission by a 
Heavenly King be considered a sacrifice?” David Livingstone 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



5. S – Steward (Scriptural) – vs. 5 
 
They had been stewards – natural progression  
 
Disciples are rooted in God’s Word through study, journaling and memorizing 
Scripture 
 
Steward all we are and all we have for the Glory of God!  
 
1st Corinthians 4:1-2 - This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ 
and stewards of the mysteries of God. 2 Moreover, it is required of stewards that 
they be found faithful. 

“If sinners will be damned, at least let them leap to Hell over our bodies.” 
Charles Spurgeon 

 
Are we living as true disciples?  
Let’s me about our Father’s Business!  
 
John 4:34-36 - 34 Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me 
and to accomplish his work. 35 Do you not say, ‘There are yet four months, then 
comes the harvest’? Look, I tell you, lift up your eyes, and see that the fields are 
white for harvest. 36 Already the one who reaps is receiving wages and gathering 
fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together. 
 


