
Praying for the Hand and Plan of God- Acts 4:23-31 

How do we change the world? How do we do this in an environment that is 

increasingly hostile to us and our message? 

 

Context: Acts 4:13-17 

• Uneducated 

• Untrained 

• Spirit-filled 

• Powerful and Bold  

• They had been with Jesus.   

 

Early believers had to be commanded to be quiet about Jesus, modern 

believers have to be commanded to say something about Jesus.- MacArthur 

 

How did the church respond?  

 

1. Respond in F________________- vv. 13-22 

v. 20- “we cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard.”  

 

• Persecution is p___________________ by God for your g_________.  

James 1:2-5- Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of 

various kinds, 3 for you know that the testing of your faith produces 

steadfastness. 4 And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may 

be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. 5 If any of you lacks 

wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, 

and it will be given him. 

 

• Persecution is purposed by God for the good of o________________.  

2 Cor. 1:5:-6- For as we share abundantly in Christ's sufferings, so 

through Christ we share abundantly in comfort too. 6 If we are afflicted, it 

is for your comfort and salvation; and if we are comforted, it is for your 

comfort, which you experience when you patiently endure the same 

sufferings that we suffer.  

 

• We are carrying the persecution of C____________ in our bodies. 

Colossians 1:24- Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my 
flesh I am filling up what is lacking in Christ's afflictions for the sake of 
his body, that is, the church,  

• J_____________ and the greater weight of glory awaits us. 

1 Peter 4:12-13- Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it 

comes upon you to test you, as though something strange were 

happening to you. 13 But rejoice insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, 
that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed.   
 

• We have a higher a________________. 

Acts 5:27-29- And the high priest questioned them, 28 saying, “We strictly 

charged you not to teach in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem 

with your teaching, and you intend to bring this man's blood upon 

us.” 29 But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather 

than men.  

Acts 4:24- “Lord”- The Word means absolute m___________ and ruler.  

 

2. Respond with P_______________- vv. 23-31 

 

• The Sovereign L______________- v. 24 

Matthew 28:18- All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 

me. 

If we forget the authority of the Lord, we will forget the mission. 

 

• The S_______________ of the Christian Community- vv. 25-28 

The Question: Why did the authorities of the earth set themselves 

up and plot against the true Author and Owner of all life? 

o To K____________Jesus 

o To Persecute the Prophets 

o To Reject t______________ in willing ignorance 

The Answer: He shifts off of Psalm 2:1-2 to answer the question in 

the current context. Herod, Pilate, Gentiles raging 

 

• The S____________ of Truth- v. 28 

Why is it happening the way it is happening? Our prayers affirm the 

sovereign will of God. We can trust the hand of God.  

 

• S_________________ for Boldness- vv. 29-30 

 

They prayed: 

o For God to S____________ the Threats 

o For the Believers to S_________ the Word of God Boldly 



o For S_______________ and Wonders Performed 

Acts 4:22- 40 year old man had been healed. 

  

Acts 14:3- So they remained for a long time, speaking boldly for the 

Lord, who bore witness to the word of his grace, granting signs and 

wonders to be done by their hands.  

 

God will demonstrate that His Word is true. 

 

• The S_______________ of the Gathering Place 
 

 


