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They Had Everything in Common 

32 Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no 
one said that any of the things that belonged to him was his own, but they had 
everything in common. 33 And with great power the apostles were giving their 
testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them 
all. 34 There was not a needy person among them, for as many as were owners of 
lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold 35 and laid 
it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need. 36 Thus 
Joseph, who was also called by the apostles Barnabas (which means son of 
encouragement), a Levite, a native of Cyprus,37 sold a field that belonged to him 
and brought the money and laid it at the apostles' feet. 

Ananias and Sapphira 

5 But a man named Ananias, with his wife Sapphira, sold a piece of property, 2 and 
with his wife's knowledge he kept back for himself some of the proceeds and 
brought only a part of it and laid it at the apostles' feet. 3 But Peter said, “Ananias, 
why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back for 
yourself part of the proceeds of the land? 4 While it remained unsold, did it not 
remain your own? And after it was sold, was it not at your disposal? Why is it that 
you have contrived this deed in your heart? You have not lied to man but to 
God.”5 When Ananias heard these words, he fell down and breathed his last. 
And great fear came upon all who heard of it. 6 The young men rose and wrapped 
him up and carried him out and buried him. 

7 After an interval of about three hours his wife came in, not knowing what had 
happened. 8 And Peter said to her, “Tell me whether you[a] sold the land for so 
much.” And she said, “Yes, for so much.” 9 But Peter said to her, “How is it that 
you have agreed together to test the Spirit of the Lord? Behold, the feet of those 
who have buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry you 
out.” 10 Immediately she fell down at his feet and breathed her last. When the 
young men came in, they found her dead, and they carried her out and buried her 
beside her husband.11 And great fear came upon the whole church and upon all 
who heard of these things. 



 
The Generosity Effect! 

 
Generosity is the quality of being kind and unselfish, especially as it pertains 
to sharing money and other valuables with others 
 
Proverbs 22:9 “The generous will themselves be blessed, for they share their food 
with the poor.”  
 
God is generous, and He expects us to follow His example 
 

God made all of His creation to give. He made the sun, the moon, the stars, the 
clouds, the earth, the plants to give. He also designed His supreme creation, man, 

to give. But fallen man is the most reluctant giver in all of God's creation. 
- John MacArthur 

 
The measure of a life, after all, is not its duration, but its donation. 

- Corrie Ten Boom 
 
 
Proverbs 11:24-25- 24  One gives freely yet grows all the richer.  
another withholds what he should give, and only suffers want. Whoever brings 
blessing will be enriched, and one who waters will himself be watered. 
 
Luke 11:11-13 What father among you, if his son asks for a fish, will instead of a 
fish give him a serpent; 12 or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13 If you 
then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more 
will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1. Generous People give JOYFULLY  
 

2nd Corinthians 9:6-15 6 The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap 
sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7 Each one 
must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, 
for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to make all grace abound to you, 
so that having all sufficiency  in all things at all times, you may abound in every 
good work. 9 As it is written, 

“He has distributed freely; he has given to the poor; 
    his righteousness endures forever.” 

10 He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply 
your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness. 11 You will be 
enriched in every way to be generous in every way, which through us will produce 
thanksgiving to God. 12 For the ministry of this service is not only supplying the 
needs of the saints but is also overflowing in many thanksgivings to God. 13 By 
their approval of this service, they will glorify God because of your submission 
that comes from your confession of the gospel of Christ, and the generosity of 
your contribution for them and for all others, 14 while they long for you and pray 
for you, because of the surpassing grace of God upon you. 15 Thanks be to God for 
his inexpressible gift! 

The word translated "cheerful" is the Greek hilaros, and means joyous. 
But it also has a sense of readiness. It means to be ready to act at a 
moment's notice, to be prepared. 
 
Barnabas was ready and willing, Ananias and Sapphira were reluctant  
Barnabas “Son of Encouragement or “Son of Exhortation” was probably given to 
him because of his inclination to serve others and his willingness to do whatever 
church leaders needed. 
 
Acts 11:22-24 22 The report of this came to the ears of the church in Jerusalem, 
and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. 23 When he came and saw the grace of God, 
he was glad, and he exhorted them all to remain faithful to the Lord with 
steadfast purpose, 24 for he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. 
And a great many people were added to the Lord.  



Barnabas vouched for Paul Acts 9 and was sent with Paul from the Church at 
Antioch.  
 
James 1:17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down 
from the Father of lights 
 
God is a GOOD, GOOD FATHER! We are always the child when it comes to our 
Heavenly Father!  
 
 

2. Generous People Give of Themselves – TIME!  
 
How do children spell LOVE = TIME! 
 
Psalm 31:15 “My times are in your hand” 
 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote, “Everything has its time, and the main thing is that we 
keep step with God, and do not keep pressing on a few steps ahead—nor keep 
dawdling a step behind. It’s presumptuous to want to have everything at once… 
Everything has its time.” 
 
Ephesians 5:15-17  Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as 
wise, 16 making the best use of the time, because the days are evil. 17 Therefore do 
not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is 
 

God is always trying to give good things to us, but our hands  
are too full to receive them.- Augustine 

 
What do we do with our TIME? Is it used for the Kingdom or selflessly?  
 
We are by nature selfish; we have to be diligent in order to use our time wisely  
 
We are the sea gulls in Dory  
 
 
 
 



3. Generous People Serve - TALENT 
God wants us to use our talents for Him? Two ways: blessing others and building 
His kingdom by serving! What are you passionate about? How can you leverage it 
for the Kingdom!  
 
Colossians 3:23-25 Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for 
men, 24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your 
reward. You are serving the Lord Christ. 25 For the wrongdoer will be paid back for 
the wrong he has done, and there is no partiality. 
 

It's what you sow that multiplies, not what you keep in the barn. 
- Adrian Rogers 

 
He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose. 

- Jim Elliot 
 
1st Peter 4:10-11  As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good 
stewards of God's varied grace: 11 whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of 
God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that God supplies—in 
order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong 
glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

4. Generous People Give Sacrificially – TREASURE  
 

 The only things we can keep are the things we freely give to God. 
- C.S. Lewis 

 
 
Matthew 6:19-33 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth 
and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, 20 but lay up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do 
not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

24 “No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the 
other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve 
God and money.  



33 But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will 
be added to you.” 
 
 
 
Hebrews 13:16 “Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for 
such sacrifices are pleasing to God.” 
 
You can’t outgive God! -Greene Hollowell - https://vachristian.org 
 
 

 In all of my years of service to my Lord, I have discovered a truth that has never 
failed and has never been compromised. That truth is that it is beyond the realm 
of possibilities that one has the ability to out give God. Even if I give the whole of 
my worth to Him, He will find a way to give back to me much more than I gave. 

- Charles Spurgeon 
 
 
Luke 21:1-4 Jesus looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the offering 
box, 2 and he saw a poor widow put in two small copper coins. 3 And he 
said, “Truly, I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all of them. 4 For they 
all contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all she 
had to live on.” 
 
 
Romans 8:32 He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how 
will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 
 
https://www.daveramsey.com 
 
https://www.iwasbrokenowimnot.com 
 
 


