
Peter and John Before the Council 

4  And as they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of the temple 
and the Sadducees came upon them, 2 greatly annoyed because they were teaching the 
people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from the dead.  3 And they arrested them 
and put them in custody until the next day, for it was already evening.4 But many of those 
who had heard the word believed, and the number of the men came to about five 
thousand. 

5 On the next day their rulers and elders and scribes gathered together in 
Jerusalem,  6 with Annas the high priest and Caiaphas and John and Alexander, and all who 
were of the high-priestly family. 7 And when they had set them in the midst, they 
inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?” 8 Then Peter, filled with the 
Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, 9 if we are being examined 
today concerning a good deed done to a crippled man, by what means this man has been 
healed,  10 let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel that by the name of 
Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead—by him 
this man is standing before you well. 11 This Jesus [a ] is the stone that was rejected by you, 
the builders, which has become the cornerstone.[b] 12 And there is salvation in no one else, 
for there is no other name under heaven given among men [c] by which we must be saved.” 

13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were 
uneducated, common men, they were astonished. And they recognized that they had 
been with Jesus. 14 But seeing the man who was healed standing beside them, they had 
nothing to say in opposition. 15 But when they had commanded them to leave the council, 
they conferred with one another,  16 saying, “What shall we do with these men? For that a 
notable sign has been performed through them is evident to all the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it. 17 But in order that it may spread no further among the 
people, let us warn them to speak no more to anyone in this name.”  18 So they called them 
and charged them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. 19 But Peter and John 
answered them, “Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you rather than to God, 
you must judge,  20 for we cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard.”  21 And when 
they had further threatened them, they let them go, finding no way to punish 
them, because of the people, for all were praising God for what had happened.22 For the 
man on whom this sign of healing was performed was more than forty years old. 

 
 

Law vs. Grace 
 

Victor Hugo – Les Misérables 1861 over 2700 pages  
1980 – Musical in London West End  
Jean Valjean – transformed by GRACE vs. Javert – lives under the LAW 
 
Peter and John were preaching in Solomon’s Portico when they are arrested by 
religious leaders  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+4%3A1-22&version=ESV#fen-ESV-27022a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+4%3A1-22&version=ESV#fen-ESV-27022b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+4%3A1-22&version=ESV#fen-ESV-27023c


 
Sadducees – privileged, aristocracy only accepted the Pentateuch – The LAW - denied 
that there was, or would be any resurrection of the dead; and to the Pharisees, who 
though they believed it, yet were highly offended that it should be said, that Jesus was 
risen from the dead 
 
Captain of the Guard – second in rank to high priest  
Seized them by force, and drew them out of the temple  
 
Sanhedrin – Jewish High Court, meet in mornings, 71 members - 70 elders plus the 
High Priest, made up of Sadducees and Pharisees  
Rulers, Elders and Scribes  
Annas the high priest, had been the high priest, A.D. 7-15 
Caiaphas his son-in-law current high priest A.D. 17-37 
John (AD 36-37) & Alexander – Possibly sons of Annas (All were of the high-priestly 
family) 
At the least part of the family – Think Kennedy Family (JFK, Robert, Ted & John Jr.)  
 
Peter & John represent GRACE – Religious Leaders represent the LAW!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. There will always be opposition to the Gospel Vs. 1-4 – The Arrest  
 
 
Luke 21:12-17 But before all this they will lay their hands on you and persecute you, 
delivering you up to the synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings 
and governors for my name's sake. 13 This will be your opportunity to bear 
witness. 14 Settle it therefore in your minds not to meditate beforehand how to 
answer, 15 for I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which none of your adversaries will be 
able to withstand or contradict. 16 You will be delivered up even by parents and brothers 

and relatives and friends, and some of you they will put to death. 17 You will be hated by 
all for my name's sake. 
 
Modern day persecution 2020 numbers  
 
 
Voice of the Martyr’s - https://www.persecution.com/about/ 
Open Door International – https://www.opendoorsusa.org  
World Watch List - https://www.opendoorsusa.org/2021-world-watch-list-report/ 

https://www.opendoorsusa.org/


● Over 260 million Christians living in places where they experience high 
levels of persecution 

● 2,983 Christians killed for their faith 
● 9,488 churches and other Christian buildings attacked 
● 3,711 believers detained without trial, arrested, sentenced or imprisoned 

Joshua Project - https://joshuaproject.net 
 

● Overview of the people groups of the world 

 
 
There has always been persecution and there will always be persecution until Jesus 
returns!  
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. The Gospel will always go forth – Vs. 5-8 – The Trial  
 
Matthew 16:13-18 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he 
asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, 
“Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the 
prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter 
replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus answered 
him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to 
you, but my Father who is in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I 
will build my church, and the gates of hell[b] shall not prevail against it.  
 
 
Peter is filled with the Holy Spirit – many of us are full of something but is it the Spirit of 
God. It is not enough to have made a profession of Faith! Do we have a Possession of 
Faith by and through the Spirit! Examine the Evidence. 
 

People Groups: 17,440 
Unreached Groups: 7,414 
% Unreached 
Groups: 

42.5% 

 
Population: 7.75 

Billion 
Unreached People: 3.23 

Billion 
% People Unreached: 41.6% 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+16%3A+13-20&version=ESV#fen-ESV-23690b
https://joshuaproject.net/resources/articles/what_is_a_people_group
https://joshuaproject.net/filter
https://joshuaproject.net/help/definitions#unreached
https://joshuaproject.net/filter


We have all we need in Jesus; we have been equipped with all we need. Ephesians 6 – 
Put on the Whole Armor of God! Not select pieces.  
 
Ephesians 5:17-20 - Therefore do not be foolish but understand what the will of the Lord 
is. 18 And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with the 
Spirit, 19 addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and 
making melody to the Lord with your heart, 20 giving thanks always and for everything to 
God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. No other name – JESUS – The Power Vs. 9-12  
 
1st Corinthians 3:11 - 11 For no one can lay a foundation other than that which is 
laid, which is Jesus Christ.  
 
 
 
Salvation in no other name,  
 
“I know the resurrection is a fact, and Watergate proved it to me. How? Because 12 
men testified, they had seen Jesus raised from the dead, then they proclaimed that truth 
for 40 years, never once denying it. Everyone was beaten, tortured, stoned and put in 
prison. They would not have endured that if it weren't true. Watergate embroiled 12 of 
the most powerful men in the world-and they couldn't keep a lie for three weeks. You're 
telling me 12 apostles could keep a lie for 40 years? Absolutely impossible.”  
― Charles Colson 
 
“The Bible- banned, burned, beloved. More widely read, more frequently attacked than 
any other book in history. Generations of intellectuals have attempted to discredit it; 
dictators of every age have outlawed it and executed those who read it. Yet soldiers 
carry it into battle believing it is more powerful than their weapons. Fragments of it 
smuggled into solitary prison cells have transformed ruthless killers into gentle saints. 
Pieced together scraps of Scripture have converted whole villages of pagan Indians.”  
― Charles Colson 
 
Chuck Colson – Nixon admin 1969 – 1970 know as Nixon’s hatchet man", 
Saved in 1973 sentenced to federal prison for Watergate formed Prison Fellowship and 
Breakpoint Ministries Wrote – “Born Again”  
 
Power in the Word of God – The living Logos – Greek for WORD  
 



John 1:1 - In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. 
 
Philippians 2:9-11 - Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the 
name that is above every name,10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father 
 
 
 

4. They had been with Jesus vs. 13-22  
 
Boldness – Parresia – depicts Spirit-inspired courage and confidence  
Uneducated and common – nonprofessional religious people – untrained  
Spending time with Jesus is never in vain  
 

Colossians 1:28 - Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all 
wisdom, that we may present everyone mature in Christ. 
 
 
E.M.Bounds – Chaplin during Civil War  
 

 
 

 
 

 
TRIALS by E. M. BOUNDS  
Trials must and will befall, 
but with humble faith to see; 
LOVE inscribed upon them all 
This is blessing to me. 
 
Trials make grace so sweet, 
Trials give new life to prayer; 
Bring me to my Savior’s feet 
Lay me low and keep me there. 


