
The Church in Antioch – Acts 11:19-30

19 Now those who were scattered because of the persecution that arose over
Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word
to no one except Jews. 20 But there were some of them, men of Cyprus and
Cyrene, who on coming to Antioch spoke to the Hellenists also, preaching the Lord
Jesus. 21 And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a great number who
believed turned to the Lord. 22 The report of this came to the ears of the church in
Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. 23 When he came and saw the grace
of God, he was glad, and he exhorted them all to remain faithful to the Lord with
steadfast purpose, 24 for he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith.
And a great many people were added to the Lord. 25 So Barnabas went to Tarsus to
look for Saul, 26 and when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. For a
whole year they met with the church and taught a great many people. And in
Antioch the disciples were first called Christians.

27 Now in these days prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. 28 And one
of them named Agabus stood up and foretold by the Spirit that there would be a
great famine over all the world (this took place in the days of Claudius). 29 So the
disciples determined, every one according to his ability, to send relief to the
brothers living in Judea. 30 And they did so, sending it to the elders by the hand of
Barnabas and Saul.
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The Church in Antioch – Missional Community
Persecution spreads the Gospel
Phoenicia – Lebanon
Cyprus – Island 100 miles off coast west of Syria, south of Turkey
Antioch – 3rd largest city behind Rome & Alexandria – Syria (Antakya)
Hellenists – Greek speaking non-Jews

Church at Jerusalem sent Barnabas – son of encouragement

1. We all need encouragement – Barnabas sent to encourage – exhort the
church – Vs. 23

John 20:21 - Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent
me, even so I am sending you.”

Encouragement is awesome. It (can) actually change the course of another
person's day, week, or life. – Chuck Swindoll

 I would go to the deeps a hundred times to cheer a downcast spirit. It is good for
me to have been afflicted, that I might know how to speak a word in season to
one that is weary. – Charles Spurgeon

Whale Done – Ken Blanchard – “Whales and people perform better when you
accentuate the positive.”

Mental illness is on the rise, Article – A Pandemic within a Pandemic
Encouragement is needed now more than ever. – Young people are confronted
daily with all that’s wrong in our world. They need to know God loves them and be
encouraged.



2. We all need a friend – Vs. 25 – Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul and
when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch.

2nd Timothy 4:9-11

9 Do your best to come to me soon. 10 For Demas, in love with this present
world, has deserted me and gone to Thessalonica. Crescens has gone to Galatia,
Titus to Dalmatia. 11 Luke alone is with me. Get Mark and bring him with you, for
he is very useful to me for ministry
You can’t do life without others.

Genesis 2:18 -  Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be
alone; I will make him a helper fit for him.”

There Is A Brotherhood Within The Body Of Believers, And The Lord Jesus Christ Is
The Common Denominator. Friendship And Fellowship Are The Legal Tender
Among Believers. – J. Vernon McGee

Toy Story –
You've got a friend in me
You've got a friend in me
When the road looks rough ahead
And your miles and miles
From your nice warm bed
You just remember what your old pal said
Boy, you've got a friend in me
Yeah, you've got a friend in me

Many people will walk in and out of your life, but only true friends leave footprints
in your heart. – Eleanor Roosevelt

Acts 23:11 But the following night the Lord stood by him and said, “Be of good
cheer, Paul; for as you have testified for Me in Jerusalem, so you must also bear
witness at Rome.” - NKJV



3. We all need each other  - Vs. 29 – So the Disciples determined, every one
according to his ability, to send relief to the brothers.

House groups, missional communities, etc.

1st Corinthians 12.12-26 12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and
all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with
Christ. 13 For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks,
slaves or free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit.

14 For the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15 If the foot should
say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make
it any less a part of the body. 16 And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an
eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the
body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would be the sense of hearing? If
the whole body were an ear, where would be the sense of smell? 18 But as it
is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. 19 If all
were a single member, where would the body be? 20 As it is, there are many
parts, yet one body.

21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to
the feet, “I have no need of you.”22 On the contrary, the parts of the body that
seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23 and on those parts of the body that we
think less honorable we bestow the greater honor, and our unpresentable parts
are treated with greater modesty, 24 which our more presentable parts do not
require. But God has so composed the body, giving greater honor to the part that
lacked it, 25 that there may be no division in the body, but that the members may
have the same care for one another. 26 If one member suffers, all suffer together; if
one member is honored, all rejoice together.

Teamwork makes the dream work – John Maxwell

Personal Greetings – Romans 16

16 I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a servant of the church
at Cenchreae, 2 that you may welcome her in the Lord in a way worthy of the
saints, and help her in whatever she may need from you, for she has been a
patron of many and of myself as well.



3 Greet Prisca and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus, 4 who risked their
necks for my life, to whom not only I give thanks, but all the churches of the
Gentiles give thanks as well. 5 Greet also the church in their house. Greet my
beloved Epaenetus, who was the first convert to Christ in Asia. 6 Greet Mary, who
has worked hard for you.7 Greet Andronicus and Junia, my kinsmen and my fellow
prisoners. They are well known to the apostles, and they were in Christ before
me. 8 Greet Ampliatus, my beloved in the Lord. 9 Greet Urbanus, our fellow worker
in Christ, and my beloved Stachys. 10 Greet Apelles, who is approved in Christ.
Greet those who belong to the family of Aristobulus. 11 Greet my kinsman
Herodion. Greet those in the Lord who belong to the family of Narcissus.12 Greet
those workers in the Lord, Tryphaena and Tryphosa. Greet the beloved Persis, who
has worked hard in the Lord. 13 Greet Rufus, chosen in the Lord; also, his mother,
who has been a mother to me as well. 14 Greet Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermes,
Patrobas, Hermas, and the brothers who are with them. 15 Greet Philologus, Julia,
Nereus and his sister, and Olympas, and all the saints who are with them. 16 Greet
one another with a holy kiss. All the churches of Christ greet you.

Final Instructions and Greetings

17 I appeal to you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions and create
obstacles contrary to the doctrine that you have been taught; avoid them. 18 For
such persons do not serve our Lord Christ, but their own appetites, and by smooth
talk and flattery they deceive the hearts of the naive. 19 For your obedience is
known to all, so that I rejoice over you, but I want you to be wise as to what is
good and innocent as to what is evil. 20 The God of peace will soon crush Satan
under your feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.

21 Timothy, my fellow worker, greets you; so, do Lucius and Jason and Sosipater, my
kinsmen.

22 I Tertius, who wrote this letter, greet you in the Lord.

23 Gaius, who is host to me and to the whole church, greets you. Erastus, the city
treasurer, and our brother Quartus, greet you.


