
Uniting the Divide: Acts 10 

Judges 21:25- In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was 

right in his own eyes. 

Acts is about the mission of the church. What is our mission? It was launched at 

the commissioning of the church. Acts 1:8: The Gospel to Jerusalem, Judea, 

Samaria, and now to the uttermost. God began to open the church to the 

Gentiles. 

1. God is Preparing the S_________: Cornelius- Acts 10:1-8 
Cornelius was a gentile and Roman commander, a centurion who 

commanded 100 men. 

God always gives the light to the one who lives up to the light that he has.- Macarthur 

Being religious and a worshipper is not enough to save a person. 

Cornelius was a devout religious God-fearer, who sought to worship the 

one true God the way he knew how. Yet he still needed to hear the 

gospel and respond to it positively.  

 

2. God is Prompting the S____________: Peter- Acts 10:9-16 
God wanted Peter also to act on faith. God’s mission has always been 

the same. He’s going to change the man for the mission. Peter has a 

vision of his own. 

The Jewish people were engrained with “legalism and super-nationalism.” A patriotic Jew 

of that day would naturally dislike or even hate a man such as Cornelius. 

 

“What God has made clean, do not call common.”- v. 15 

 

Why were some animals unclean? 

God had them eating certain animals and not certain other animals for 

this primary reason: To distinguish them from other Gentile 

peoples.  God gave the Jews such distinct dietary laws that they couldn’t 

get together socially with Gentiles. (Separated unto the Lord) 

Leviticus 20:24-26- But I have said to you, ‘You shall inherit their land, and I 

will give it to you to possess, a land flowing with milk and honey.’ I am 

the LORD your God, who has separated you from the peoples. 25 You shall 

therefore separate the clean beast from the unclean, and the unclean bird from 

the clean. You shall not make yourselves detestable by beast or by bird or by 

anything with which the ground crawls, which I have set apart for you to hold 

unclean. 26 You shall be holy to me, for I the LORD am holy and have separated 

you from the peoples, that you should be mine. 

What defiles a person?  

Mark 4:14- And he called the people to him again and said to them, “Hear me, 

all of you, and understand: 15 There is nothing outside a person that by going into 

him can defile him, but the things that come out of a person are what defile 

him.” 

Jesus is concerned about what comes out of the mouth rather than what 

goes into it. 

Mark 7:20-23- And he said, “What comes out of a person is what defiles 

him. 21 For from within, out of the heart of man, come evil thoughts, sexual 

immorality, theft, murder, adultery, 22 coveting, wickedness, 

deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride, foolishness. 23 All these evil things come 

from within, and they defile a person.” 
 

God made the animals clean? No human being is common or unclean. 

Ephesians 2:11-22- 11 Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the 

flesh, called “the uncircumcision” by what is called the circumcision, which is 

made in the flesh by hands— 12 remember that you were at that time separated 

from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the 

covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 13 But now 

in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood 

of Christ. 14 For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has 

broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility 15 by abolishing the law of 

commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might create in himself 

one new man in place of the two, so making peace, 16 and might reconcile us 

both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility. 17 And 

he came and preached peace to you who were far off (Cornelius) and peace to 

those who were near (Peter). 18 For through him we both have access in one 

Spirit to the Father. 19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you 

are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 20 built 

on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the 

cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a 

holy temple in the Lord. 22 In him you also are being built together into a 

dwelling place for God by the Spirit. 

 

3. God is Planting the S_______: The Gospel- Acts 10:34-43 

Acts 10:36- As for the word that he sent to Israel, preaching good news of peace 

through Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all),  

Acts 10:43-To him all the prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in him 

receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 


