
Five-Day Devotional on the Necessary Purpose of Missions

Missions are essential to the life and health of a church because they align the church with the very heart of

God, who seeks and saves the lost and desires worshipers from every nation. A church that supports

missions is obeying Christ's Great Commission, participating in the spread of the gospel where it has not yet

been heard, and investing in eternal fruit that far outlasts buildings, programs, or budgets. Missions keep a

church outward-focused, prayer-driven, and dependent on the Holy Spirit rather than inward, stagnant, or

self-absorbed.

When a church sends, gives, prays, and partners with missionaries, it reflects God's character, strengthens

its own spiritual vitality, and joins in God's global redemptive work that will one day be celebrated around

His throne.

The scripture portions are shorter this week in order for you to spend more time praying for our faith-

based missionaries this week. Attached to this study is some recent prayer updates from our faith-based

missionaries. Over the next few weeks, we are taking up offerings to help support their mission endeavor. To

meet our financial pledge of support for them we need to raise over $10,000 dollars. Please be in prayer on

what you could give to this worthy cause.

Remember all Christians are missionaries in the reality we should all be sharing the Gospel where every we

go. But there are also Missionaries sent out from our churches that are working in places were we ourselves

may or may not be able to go and needs our support. This study should emphasize the importance of

mission work and our part in Praying intentionally, Giving sacrificially, Sending joyfully, Partnering

relationally, Going willingly

"Lord, give me Your heart for the nations. Make me faithful to pray, give, send, and go as You lead. Use our

church to advance the gospel to the ends of the earth."



FAMOUS QUOTES ON THE NECESSARY PURPOSE OF MISSIONS

Theological Foundations

David Platt: "We are not an audience to be entertained; we are an army to be mobilized"

. Hudson Taylor: "The Great Commission is not an option to be considered; it is a

command to be obeyed."

John Stott: "We must be global Christians with a global vision because our God is a

global God."

The Urgency of the Gospel

Oswald J. Smith: "No one has the right to hear the gospel twice while there remains

someone who has not heard it once."

C.T. Studd: "Some want to live within the sound of church or chapel bell; I want to run a

rescue shop within a yard of hell."

The Heart of God for the Nations

Charles Spurgeon: "Every Christian is either a missionary or an impostor."

Samuel Zwemer: "The history of missions is the history of answered prayer."

The Cost and Joy of Missions

Elisabeth Elliot: "The will of God is never exactly what you expect it to be, but it is

always good."

David Livingstone: "If a commission by an earthly king is considered an honor, how can a

commission by a heavenly King be considered a sacrifice?"

The Purpose of the Church

Oswald Chambers: "The church that does not evangelize will fossilize."

George W. Peters: "Missions is not the ultimate goal of the church. Worship is. Missions

is for the sake of worship."

Andrew Murray: "The man who mobilizes the Christian church to pray will make the

greatest contribution to world evangelization."



5-DAY DEVOTIONAL: THE IMPORTANCE OF SUPPORTING MISSION WORK

DAY 1 - God's Heart Is for the Nations Scripture:
Genesis 12:1-3; Luke 19:10 

Reflection:
From the beginning, God's plan has always been global. He blessed Abraham so that all nations
would be blessed. Jesus came "to seek and to save the lost" —not just nearby, but everywhere.
Mission work is not a modern invention; it is the unfolding of God's eternal heart.
Supporting missions means aligning ourselves with what God has always cared about: redeeming
people from every tribe, tongue, and nation.

Application:
Identify one missionary or mission partner your church supports.
Learn their story and pray for their specific needs.
Ask God to give you His heart for the nations.

Prayer:
Father, thank You for loving the nations. Give me Your heart for people / may never meet. Shape
my desires to match Your mission. Use me to bless the world as You blessed Abraham.

DAY 2—The Gospel Needs Senders
Scripture: Romans 10:13-15

Reflection: Paul lays out a chain that cannot be broken:
People cannot believe unless they hear.
They cannot hear unless someone preaches.
They cannot preach unless they are sent.
Missionaries are the ones who go-but the church is the one who sends.
When we support mission work, we become part of the gospel's movement into places we cannot
personally go.

Application:
• Write down one way you can strengthen your role as a "sender" (prayer, giving, encouragement).
• Consider setting a weekly reminder to pray for gospel workers.

Prayer.
Lord, thank You for those who go. Make me faithful as one who sends. Let my prayers, generosity,
and encouragement carry the gospel farther than my feet ever could.



DAY 3 — Supporting Missions Is Worship

Scripture: Philippians 4:15-18

Reflection:

Paul describes the church's missionary support as:

a fragrant offering

an acceptable sacrifice

well-pleasing to God

Mission support is not a donation—t is worship.

When we give, pray, send, and encourage, we are offering something directly to God Himself.

Application:

Reflect on your giving: Is it worshipful or leftover?

Choose one missionary to encourage with a message, card, or gift.

Prayer:

Jesus, make my support of missions an act of worship. Purify my motives. Let my giving, praying,

and encouraging rise to You as a pleasing offering.

DAY 4-Supporting Missions Is Obedience

Scripture: Matthew 28:18-20; Acts 1:8

Reflection:

The Great Commission is not optional.

Jesus commands His church to make disciples of all nations.

Some go.

Some send.

But no one is called to be a spectator.

Supporting mission work is obedience to Christ's final command.

Application:

Ask God where He wants you to obey more boldly-going, sending, giving, or praying.

Consider joining or helping lead a missions initiative at your church.

Prayer:

Lord Jesus, You have all authority. Help me obey Your command to make disciples of all nations.

Show me my role, and give me courage to walk in it.



DAY 5-Mission Support Is an Eternal Investment

Scripture: Matthew 6:19-21; John 4:35-38 

Reflection:

Jesus tells us to store up treasures in heaven.

Mission work is one of the clearest ways to do that.

When we support missions:

Souls are saved

Churches are planted

Bibles are translated

Leaders are trained

Darkness is pushed back

You may never meet the people you impact-until eternity.

Application:

Evaluate your time, talents, and treasure: What eternal investments are you making?

Commit to one long-term step in supporting missions (monthly giving, prayer partnership,

short-term trip, etc.).

Prayer:

Father, fix my eyes on eternity. Let my life count for what lasts forever. Use my resources, prayers,

and obedience to bring people into Your kingdom.



Dear Friends,

February 2026

What a great March!! Yes, my March Madness bracket is in the trash can, but Tami is ruling our
family pool, and she is in the top 1% of all 26,500,000 brackets. I know its meaningless, but as
a missionary you try to stay connected to home and family as much as you can. :)
But it was a truly great month for us. Four years ago God opened the door into the Haitian
immigrant population in our city, La Vega. We have seen God touch a number of hearts with
the Gospel. It can be risky for the Haitians to congregate openly due to immigration authorities
looking to deport them. Most of our people have been legal in the past, but approximately 2
years ago, the Dominican government stopped granting VISA's to Haitians, and halted all VISA
renewals as well.

Some of these dear brothers and sisters in Christ have been in country for more than 10 years.
Our family is here to reach those with whom we cross paths and allow Jesus Christ to change
their lives.

For the last 3 months, we have been praying and searching for a house to rent in order to move
the Haitian ministry into their community, where the lost Haitian population would feel more
comfortable worshipping and learning about the risen Lord. This week God directed us to what
appears to be a pertect place. It's smack dab in the center of a mixed Dominican and Haitian
barrio or housing area. The house has 2 large rooms for bible studies/meetings and 3
bedrooms to accommodate our ministry leader Benel and his family. It even has a large
cement slab in the back where we could host outside meetings if needed, along with a large
number of Plantain trees. Free food is always a good attractor for believers!! :) Our rent is
$300 a month, and we have already received a commitment from a church in Chattanooga, for
$100 each month to help. Our Haitian new believers are so very excited. The first service will
be held Easter Sunday. Thank you for your role in what God is doing!!

I asked for prayers last month for our Bible Institute course over Dispensationalism. We had
the best attendance ever for a 1 week intensive class. Many of those attenders have
committed to participate in our regular Wednesday night courses. We begin the class on the
book of Acts next week. The Bible Institute is the key to our long term effectiveness here, and
it's exactly what God called us to do back in 2010 when we first embraced His call to the DR.
We told you that 2 Tim. 2:2 was our mandate from God, and we are so excited to see God's
blessing here in La Vega. Thank you for being part of our team! I believe we are just beginning
to see what God will do here. Love you
+
Living the Dream, Gary, Tami, & Haley
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