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We are passionate followers of JESUS, making disciples by eagerly connecting the community with the faith, hope, and love that transforms. 

That Clueless  Feel ing 
September 26, 2016, I arrived in Tampa with three kids, a black lab named Yoda, a parakeet 

named Bear, 15 checked bags and 8 carry on bags to begin a new life and ministry in  

Lakeland, as an associate pastor at St. Paul Lutheran Church and School. Three years later, I 

find myself 2 months into the role of senior pastor. I think back three years ago and arriving 

here without my wife, kids in new schools, new job, 

friendly new faces and co-workers and feeling a bit like 

HeiHei, the chicken from the Disney movie Moana, 

which happened to be the first movie we saw in  

Lakeland as well as being the kids very first-ever Drive-In 

theatre experience at Lakeland’s Silver Moon!  

 

If you are not familiar with the movie, HeiHei is one clueless chicken! He has a hard 1me 

telling food from pebbles! That clueless feeling hit pre2y close to home back then and in all 

honesty, I s1ll feel that way some of the 1me. You might think this odd but I am ok with it 

because when God invites us into His kingdom work, He does not always give us a road map 

but asks us to walk with Him by faith.  

 

“Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father's house to 
the land that I will show you. And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make 
your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and him who  
dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” So Abram went, 
as the Lord had told him…” Genesis chapter 12. 

 

In short, the Lord asked Abram to have faith and trust Him. It might seem there are 1mes 

when we feel like HeiHei the clueless chicken but God is unfolding His plan and asking us to 

trust in Him. What might the Holy Spirit be calling you to do? Is the Lord calling you to start 

something new? Jump into an exis1ng ministry? Step into the life of someone and walk  

beside them? Use a talent you have been keeping on a shelf? 

 

There is a lot happening at St. Paul but we s1ll need some women’s ministry op1ons. I  

believe the Holy Spirit is posi1oning us to be a church that can speak into spouse and family 

rela1onships. Our care of shut-ins and those hospitalized need a2en1on. The church  

leadership does a disservice to the priesthood of all believers if we do not support and  

encourage people to use their gi;s in God’s kingdom work. You are not a HeiHei! You are 

God’s child, called and chosen to be at the work of His kingdom here in this place and at this 

1me. God is likely calling you to a land that He will show you if you will just step forward  

in faith. 

 

As always, thank you all for your love and support.       —Pastor Andy Ritchie 



In economic thought, the ‘opportunity cost’ of making decisions connects to planned benefits  
received. This is different than giving up something for preferences we choose. God tells us through the 
Apostle Paul in his epistle to the Galatians 6:7, “Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever 
one sows that will he also reap.” 

When people make determinations related to use of time, allocation of money or development of 
ability, they typically match choices with the driving motivations of behavior. Balancing priorities is not 
only driven by personal characteristics, but by the importance placed on desired outcomes.  

It’s true that hardwired personality traits that make up psychological and social tendencies paired 
with parental influence, along with Spiritual guidance, determine most of the inclinations that motivate us 
on how we approach life’s decisions. Today, options are available for unprecedented selection. 

Beyond mere psychology, we understand our battle with our sinful flesh, recognizing our need to 
repent of inappropriate allocations. Only God’s grace in Christ can sort through the chaos of our poor 
decisions. We replace harmony with our Father for temptations to be like God, which bring disharmony. 
This reality is most obvious in how we often fail to keep God as first among earthly priorities and how 
life’s priorities blur our vision of our Father’s. We fail to balance decisions in faithfulness to the Giver of 
all good things. 

Grace has forgiven our failures through the cross and Christ’s Spirit comforts and empowers us to 
realign priorities to reflect the primary purpose of life; to honor God first and share His kingdom on earth.  

You can reflect this balance in your last will and testament, estate trusts or beneficiary designations. 
Including a witness to faith and support for the Lord’s work in these plans, we validate our priority’s  
balance to honor God, who Created, Redeemed and Sustains our lives, even as we desire to bless our 
children and our children’s children. 

Contact Jim Pennington, SPLC Gift Planning Counselor, at james.pennington@lfnd.org or 863- 
370-0305 to learn how a trusted charitable guide can encourage you to plan and direct your passion to 
give to loved ones and cherished ministries so others might know that the rejuvenation is your hope.  
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SERVICES 
Sunday Morning 

8:30am— 

Traditional Worship &  

Children’s Church 
9:45-10:45am— 

Children’s Ministries & Adult 

Bible Studies  
Ten47am— 

Modern Worship &  

Children’s Church 

♦ 
HMONG SERVICES 
Sunday Morning 

9am Choir & Bible Study 
10:45am Worship 
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“CONNECTING  
THE COMMUNITY  
TO CHRIST” 

Eggroll Sale 
September 14 

2:00-4:00pm pick up 
These delicious eggrolls are all  

handmade by members of the Hmong 
congregation. Proceeds go to the 

Hmong Ministry 
$1.25 each or $13 a dozen. 
Pick up an order form at the  

Welcome Center. 
Orders are due by September 11. 

 

CHOIRS BEGIN—Wednesday rehearsals will begin on September 4th. For Bells of 
Joy—5:15-6:10pm in the Worship Center & for Adult Choir—6:30-7:30pm in the Music 
Suite. Come and join us in singing praises and leading our people in worship at the 
8:30am service. New singers & ringers are encouraged & welcome to come.  
Questions contact Kristel Lehmker, 585-315-8935 / kblehmker@hotmail.com 

HMONG MINISTRY NEWS 
 

I would like to thank Pastor Andy Ritchie our senior pastor 
at St. Paul, for taking the time to meet with me regarding the 
Hmong Ministry.  
First, we discussed our goal of assimilating both the St. 

Paul congregation and the Hmong congregation in worship 
once a month sometime in the near future. 
Second, we discussed our Hmong families, who cannot 

afford to send their children to St. Paul Lutheran School, 
utilizing available grants that would make it possible for their 
children to attend our school instead of the public schools.  
Third, we discussed asking our Hmong youth to attend 

confirmation with Mr. Nick Moss’s confirmation group. 
Please continue to keep our Hmong Ministry in your  

prayers.     Pastor Yang 
Hmong Mission Pastor In Central Florida 
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I believe that Luther the Dachshund and Jenny the 
Cat have faith. Not faith in the sense that we think 

about and have in Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior. 
Their faith seems to rest in me as the person who feeds them every 
day at the same time. Being basically indoor animals, they do not have 
to hunt for their food and are not completely self-sufficient. They come 
to me at five in the morning and four in the afternoon every day like an 
alarm goes off in them. 

What about our faith? The faith that comes by the Holy Spirit as 
we accept Jesus Christ as our Lord and follow Him for it is by faith that 
we are saved by Jesus Christ. But how is faith defined? 

Let’s look to the Reformer, Martin Luther, to answer this. “It is the 
peculiar nature of faith to deal with, and to believe, that which is as yet 
not present,” writes Luther. “For what is present need not be believed; 
one feels it and sees it…a man is really a believer who, without  
anything on hand, nevertheless clings to God’s Word, convinced that 
as a Father, God will supply him with sustenance as long as he keeps 
himself in the fear of God and attends to his calling.” 

“Such a faith cannot fail; for it is based on the Word of God which 
is almighty and promises us that if we seek first the kingdom of God 
and then continue to work all these things shall be added unto us.” 

Faith is ever so necessary in our walk with Jesus for as Luther 
points out, “Even God Himself cannot give heaven to the person who 
does not believe.” Powerful, isn’t it? 

If you find yourself in a situation where you think your faith is  
fading, if you think you are losing your faith due to adversity, know that 
your faith is still there. What has changed due to circumstances is your 
perspective. Upset, grief, pressure, all will cause your perspective to 
change making you think you have lost your faith. You haven’t. Pray 
and stay focused on God’s Word. God is there and will continue to lift 
you up. Just have faith! 

As certain as Luther the Dachshund and Jenny the cat know they 
will be fed, know that God, through His Son Jesus, is also feeding and 
caring for you. 

Have the Faith of God which surpasses all understanding this 
month and know God is with you! Be blessed! 

—Chaplain Pete, Luther and Jenny 

MUSIC MINISTRY 
 

Greetings! Thank you for your  
support as I’ve started in the  
Director of Music role this  
summer. This community has 
blessed my family through the 

school for years, and I’m excited for what feels like 
a very natural next step in the “What’s God up to?” 
story of life. 

A huge, and public, “Thank you” to all the ministry  
volunteers and leaders who have served this family so 
well during times of transition in music leadership  
recently, and are now working with me to share the  
routine, and build new! You are wonderful, individually 
and as a group, to work with. Thank you as well for your 
kindness and welcome! 

Katie and I have two school aged children, Ethan 
(9) and Max (6) who are here at St Paul Lutheran 
School. Over the last week, I have seen “routine” take 
shape as we settle into another school year of classes, 
homework and house schedule. I’ve also seen “New” 
start up! Max started piano lessons this year, and 
Katie and I are both beginning new job descriptions. 
That same routine and new theme is echoed at home, 
as our household honey-do list has the “New” of replac-
ing some siding on my house alongside the mowing and 
laundry. There’s fun research and a new power tool! 

I find that same theme at play here at church. I’m 
working with the staff and volunteers to support St. 
Paul’s unique version of normal. There’s been lighting 
maintenance projects, worship planning, etc. We’re also 
working on fun new things—some new instrumentalists 
during communion, building bridges between the music 
programs of the church and school, and more! 

Maybe that theme is my answer to Pastor Andy’s 
question of “What is God doing in your life?”. He’s  
guiding me to enjoy and relax into routine, the healthy 
work of life. He’s also teaching me new skills, guiding me 
to stretch into new challenges, and to be refined into a 
clearer reflection of His nature into the community 
around me. —Ken Sherman, Director of Music 

As a church, we have just placed Pastor Andy Ritchie in the position of Senior Pastor and have also witnessed the retirement of Pastor 
Ron Pennekamp. In light of this, we ask that you give consideration to the fact that at this time, our church is not fully staffed. Pastor Andy 
attends many important church meetings, preaches most of the sermons, and counsels those in need. One of the joys but also difficulties is 
visiting every shut-in, nursing home resident and hospitalized member.  

During Pastor Ron’s time as sole pastor, it quickly became apparent that ministering to the sick and shut-in could no longer be managed 
by a single pastor. For that reason, we hired Peter Herbert to manage the Visitation Ministry. As Lay Ministers, our hope is that you would 
understand that the majority of visitations made, must be handled by the ministry that has assumed responsibility. Pastor Andy will do his 
best to be there during the life and death times and to be present in times of crisis in a member’s life.  

We are also aware that Lakeland Regional has a limited way of identifying hospitalized people to the various churches. This is particu-
larly true when coming through the Emergency Department. If you want visitation while in the hospital, please have a family member call the 
church office, 863-644-7710. For those of you willing to help with visitations, please contact Peter Herbert, pherbert@stpaullakeland.org, 
who will develop a list and schedule of people willing to serve in this important ministry. 

Sincerely, The Lay Ministers of SPLC  

 



MOVING HOPE—is our new Mobile Food Ministry that has replaced our onsite food 

pantry. This is being done to provide healthier fresh foods, allow customers food choices, 

cut costs, and build relationships with people so that the message of Jesus can be shared as 

well as food needs addressed. MOVING HOPE will begin delivering food into neighborhoods 

on September 19
th

 at Carrington Place on Kettles Ave from 5:30-7pm. From now until then, 

you can still bring in canned goods that will be distributed in September or you can give $$ 

donations to help fund this ministry. Please make your check donations to “MOVING HOPE. If you would like to volunteer to 

serve in this ministry, contact Pastor Andy, aritchie@stpaullakeland.org / 907-529-5644.  

You don’t have to go 
through the grieving 
process alone. A 13-
week session will 

begin on Monday, Sept. 9 at 6:30pm in the 
Conference Room. This is a FREE class and 

each session is “self-contained,” so you do not 
have to attend in sequence. Pick up a brochure 
at the Welcome Center in the church lobby. If 

interested, contact Becky:  
bhowell@stpaullakeland.org / 863-644-7710 

or go to www.griefshare.com 

It hurts to     lose someone.  

We are thrilled to present  
SCREENAGERS:  

Growing Up in the Digital Age,  
a documentary about the biggest  
parenting issue of our time. 

SCREENAGERS reveals how tech-time 
impacts kids’ development and also  
offers solutions on how adults can  

empower their kids to best navigate the 
digital world to find balance. 

 

$5 Tickets are on sale at the  
Welcome Center or in the office. 

Thursday, September 12th @ 7:00pm 
St. Paul Fellowship Center 

$5 Tickets 

MILESTONE: BIBLE BLESSING & ACTIVITY 

On SEPTEMBER 15 at both services, you will witness one of our 
milestone events as we invite families with 3rd graders to a Bible 
blessing & activity. Bibles will be given out to all 3rd grade students. 
During both services, we will have a special prayer over our 3rd grade 
families. At 9:45am, 3rd grade families are invited to a “Get to Know 
Your Bible Activity” in Room 102 (MS Building). 
 

MILESTONE: CONFIRMATION for 6
th

 and 7
th

 Graders 

Wednesdays, Oct. 9-Nov. 13 from 6-8pm in Youth 
Room. This is a 2-year faith milestone. Parents and their children 
will learn together the basics of our faith in Jesus Christ, spend time 
talking with each other about what is means to grow up in a home 
that is focused on Faith First, and purposefully praying for each other. 

Back in April, we challenged our members with a matching gift  
opportunity to help reduce our church’s debt. Through a generous  
gift from one of our members, every new dollar that was given to the  
Double Down on Debt campaign would be matched up to $100,000.  
Pledges up to date are at $96,413. In order to meet the full match  
challenge we only need $3,587 in additional pledges. If you would like to make a 
pledge, just make out your check to St. Paul and memo DDD or pick up a pledge 
card at the Welcome Center in the church lobby. For more info contact Tracy, 
ttrinklein@stpaullakeland.org / 863-644-7710. 
 

By removing our debt, we will be free to aggressively pursue our mission of  
Connecting the Community to Christ for years to come with the faith, hope and 
love that transforms. 

SPLS AUCTION 2019 ~ October 25, 2019 
On October 25th, at The Club at Eaglebrooke, the SPLS community will  

gather for an evening of fellowship, fundraising, food, and beverages in a  
Candyland-themed setting. Our goal every year is to reach $50,000 to fund all the 
projects that St. Paul students benefit from. This year's major goal, above our 
budget, is to buy SMART Boards for all classrooms.  

HERE’S HOW YOU CAN HELP...to be a sponsor of our auction contact Kim 
Burke at kimberleyburke07@gmail.com / 813-523-6866. Or you can help by 
donating Live Auction items/trips (vacation destinations, hunting/fishing 
trips) or high valued items, also ($20-$30) bottles of wine for our Wine Toss 
or Publix gift cards. Items can be dropped off during the summer months at the 
Welcome Center or office (labeled PTO Auction). Thank you for your support! 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
8:30 WORSHIP 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 BS 
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP 

2 

CLOSED 

LABOR 

DAY 

3 
9am Heritage BS 
6:30 Trustees 

4 
8:25 CHAPEL K-8 
9:15 CHAPEL ECEC 
9:50 CHAPEL PK 

5:15 Bells of Joy 
6:30 Adult Choir 
6:30 AL-ANON 

5 
7:15am Men's Group 
8:15 PTO Meeting 
5:30 Praise Band  

Rehearsal 
5:30 CancerCare @  

Beef O’Brady’s 

6 
7pm MS Dance 

7 
 

8 
8:30 WORSHIP 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 BS & CM  

Begins a new year 
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP 
7-9pm Adult VB 

9 
6-7:30pm FPU 
6:15 SIS 
6:30 GriefShare 

10 
9am Heritage BS 
10:15 Prayer Group 
11:30 Lunch Bunch 
@ Miller’s Ale House 
6:30 Lay Ministers 

11 
8:25 CHAPEL K-8 
Present Bibles to 
3rd Graders 

5:15 Bells of Joy 
6:30 Adult Choir 
6:30 AL-ANON 

12 
7:15am Men's Group 
9:15 CHAPEL ECEC 
9:50 CHAPEL PK 
5:30 Praise Band  

Rehearsal 
6:30 Katie’s Ladies 
7pm Marty’s Men 
7pm Screenagers  
Movie Showing 

13 
 
5:30 College Student  

Night @ Ritchie’s 
6-9pm MS Youth 

14 
 

2-4pm Eggroll 
Sale pick-up 

15 
MILESTONE: 3rd 
Grade Bible Blessing 
8:30 WORSHIP 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 BS & CM  
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP 
7-9pm Adult VB 

16 
6-7:30pm FPU 
6:15 SIS 
6:30 GriefShare 

17 
9am Heritage BS 
10:15 Prayer Group 
1pm Knitting Ministry 
6:30 School Board 

18 
8:25 CHAPEL K-8 

5:15 Bells of Joy 
6:30 Adult Choir 
6:30 AL-ANON 
6:30 Theology Pub @ 
Beef O’Brady’s 

19 
7:15am Men's Group 
9:15 CHAPEL ECEC 
9:50 CHAPEL PK 
5:30 MOVING HOPE 

5:30 Praise Band  
Rehearsal 

20 
 
6-9pm MS Youth 

21 
 

22 
8:30 WORSHIP 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 BS & CM  
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP 
7-9pm Adult VB 

23 
6-7:30pm FPU 
6:15 SIS 
6:30 GriefShare 
 
Pastor’s Conference 

24 
9am Heritage BS 
10:15 Prayer Group 
4pm Endowment Mtg. 
 
Pastor’s Conference 

25 
8:25 CHAPEL K-8 
9:15 CHAPEL ECEC 
9:50 CHAPEL PK 
11:30 SPLS Dismissal 

5:15 Bells of Joy 
6:30 Adult Choir 
6:30 AL-ANON 
Pastor’s Conference 
Teacher’s Conference 

26 
7:15am Men's Group 

NO SCHOOL 
ECEC & EAGLE’S 
CLUB OPEN 

5:30 Praise Band  
Rehearsal 

 
Teacher’s Conference 

 

27 
NO SCHOOL 

ECEC & EAGLE’S 
CLUB OPEN 

 
 
 
 

Teacher’s Conference 

28 
 

29 
8:30 WORSHIP 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 BS & CM  
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP 
7-9pm Adult VB 

30 
6-7:30pm FPU 
6:15 SIS 
6:30 GriefShare 

     

BS = Bible Study 
CM = Children’s Ministry 
ECEC = Early Childhood  
        Enrichment Center 
FPU = Financial Peace  
 University 
HS = High School 
MS = Middle School 
SIS = Sisters in Study 
VB = Volleyball 

OCTOBER 
Newsletter articles due. 

SISTERS IN STUDY (SIS) 
A 10-session study from Jen  

Wilkin, “God of Creation” begins 
September 9, at 6:15pm in  

Room 102. As God reveals Himself 
through Scripture, we can only 
begin to understand ourselves 

when we first glimpse the character, attributes, and 
promises of our Creator. Pick up a registration form 

at the Welcome Center. 

Katie’s Ladies in September 
• Monthly Meeting on Sept. 12 at 

6:30pm in the Conference Room at 
church. 

• Servant Event at Talbot House on 
Saturday, Sept. 21 at 5:15pm to serve 
a dinner to the homeless and on 
Thursday, Sept. 26 at 11:45am to 
serve a lunch to the homeless.  

More info, contact Margie at 863-604-5214 

Saturday, November 16 Saturday, November 16 Saturday, November 16 Saturday, November 16     

9am9am9am9am----1pm1pm1pm1pm    

St. Paul Fellowship Center, St. Paul Fellowship Center, St. Paul Fellowship Center, St. Paul Fellowship Center,     

Sponsored by Katie’s Ladies 
 

CALLING ALL CRAFTERS 
Anyone interested in setting up a 
booth to sell their crafts please  
contact Sandy Jones, 813-323-2773 
or Barbara Heacock, 863-344- 6790 
for available booth size and cost. 
All proceeds raised will be donated to 
MOVING HOPE INC.  

“Being Broke is Normal ~  
Be Weird!”  Dave Ramsey 
New class begins  

September 9th 
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On September 8th we 
will begin another year of 
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY for Sunday mornings!  
PK-K Sunday School & KidZone (grades 1-5) will be offered 
between the worship services 9:45-10:45am. Children’s Church 
takes place during the sermons at both services. Children will 
be divided into 2 age groups (PK3-1st & 2nd-4th grades).  

We are excited about our new adventures and need many 
volunteers to make this happen. Please contact 
Nick Moss for more information on how to serve.  

nmoss@stpaullakeland.org 

 

Youth & Adult Bible Classes  
will also begin on Sunday, September 8th 

from 9:45-10:45am. For locations, 
check the Welcome Center or in the  

Sunday bulletin. 


