
 

www.stpaullakeland.org 

Issue 8 – SEPTEMBER 2018 

We are passionate followers of JESUS, making disciples by eagerly connecting the community with the faith, hope, and love that transforms. 

In last month’s newsletter, I focused on the importance of getting the Gospel out immediately to 

the City of Lakeland. John 9:4 says “We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; 

night is coming when no one can work.” The people of our church can do this empowered by the  

Holy Spirit, now. 

Pastors and Churches around Lakeland have committed to doing this together in a very  

coordinated and exciting way. The Saturate Strategy is a local church-based initiative with the  

objective to unite the churches across the city in reaching every home with the message of Jesus 

Christ. It has four components: 
 

1. Adopt: Our church, along with others, adopts our church’s area zip code 33813. This zip 

code has about 13,913 homes. Detailed maps will be provided for us to cover our area. 

2. Receive: Saturate USA will provide and deliver all materials free of charge to an anchor 

church in our area. Saturation Packets include multi-language Jesus Film DVDs, door hang-

ers, Gospel tracts and adopted area maps. We will pick up materials from the anchor church. 

3. Prepare: The churches will prepare packets of Gospel materials to include a printed  

postcard and letter which contains the churches contact information. This preparation period 

will be a season of prayer. 

4. Saturate: The churches will distribute to each home the prepared packets. On average, a 

person can reach 50 homes in an hour. The volunteers will go out from St. Paul in teams on  

prescribed days. If any homes need to be followed up, those homes will be recorded and 

teams will revisit.  
 

The Saturate Strategy is not the end but only the beginning. Saturate is a catalyst. Once every 

home is reached in the city, follow-through in our area begins. A Prayer-Care-Share strategy is  

implemented. I expect we will have many conversations about the love of God and His grace and 

mercy for all people. 

There are real advantages of this strategy. It’s simple and everyone can participate. Everyone can 

pray for the effort, many can assemble the packets, and some can go door to door placing the packets.  

I believe God will use this to lead people to Him, to encourage our people to be more bold in 

sharing the Gospel, and to grow the churches of Lakeland. 

I encourage you to begin praying now that hearts would be open to hear the Gospel and share the 

Gospel. I encourage you to help with assembling the packets. And I encourage you to go out, if you 

are able, to distribute the material in our area. I’m asking God for at least 20 people who will go door 

to door. Specific dates for prayer meetings, material assembly and distribution are not yet set, but will 

be very soon. 

While it is still day, let’s do the work God has set before us to Saturate Lakeland! 
For more info go to https://www.saturateusa.org/. 

 

For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord as the waters cover the sea... 
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Seasons Change as Love EnduresSeasons Change as Love EnduresSeasons Change as Love EnduresSeasons Change as Love Endures    
 

As the cooler Fall temperatures and winds blow in the northern hemisphere, people begin to pre-
pare for the impending seasonal changes. Our closets and our seasonal migrations reflect preparation.  

Closer to the Equator, the changes are subtler. Yet the God-given cycles remind us that the winds 
of change are inevitable.  

These changes remind us that one thing doesn’t change. It’s truth is based in all of Creation.  
History gives evidence of the irrefutable truth of God’s Word; that His love in Jesus Christ endures  
forever. His love is the eternal constant, the only thing that doesn’t change!  

Changing seasons don’t only apply to the weather. It also applies to circumstances where we 
manage life and all of life’s resources. Whatever season of life you are in, God’s love motivates we who 
recognize and believe by faith, that faithful stewardship of material and spiritual blessings cares for 
what is loaned to us for our life’s seasons.  

This stewardship reflects Creation’s First-Fruits. With God as the priority among earthly concerns, 
our decisions reflect how we spend time, use talents and share wealth entrusted to us. During our life 
we give the first-fruits to the Lord in keeping with the gift of faith given to us by God’s Holy Spirit’s Gifts.  

When our earthly life changes from mortality to immortality, we can continue the planting of love 
that endures forever. Our own ‘lifetime plan for giving’, expressed in our estate and financial plans, can 
care for people we love and further ministries we care about.  

Yes, change is a reliable constant in life’s sojourn. But God’s great eternal love in sending His Son 
Jesus to rescue us from being eternally forsaken by God, compels us to not keep His grace to  
ourselves. For guidance to reflect faith in your earthly plans during the seasons of life, contact Jim  
Pennington, SPLC Gift Planning Counselor, at 863-370-0305 or james.pennington@lfnd.org. 

Men! We are starting a fun opportunity for you 

(and your kids if you desire) to join in fellowship out at 
Tenoroc Sporting Clays course. We will meet once a 
month, September through May, for a morning of  
shooting clay targets. It's fun and all levels of experience 
are welcome. At the end of the year, awards will be given 
for most improved, best average and of course a fun 
prize to the one who consistently is the poorest shot!  
Our first day will be September 22nd at 9am. You must sign up so we can set teams up even if you 
can't make this first shoot. Bring your own shotgun, shells, and safety gear or you can rent a shotgun 
and buy shells from Tenoroc. Questions? Contact Pastor Andy, aritchie@stpaullakeland.org.  

Clay Target 

Shoot  

HMONG MINISTRY  

REPORT 

Colossians 3:23-24 

Paul said to the believers in  

Colossians “Whatever you do, 

work at it with all your heart, as 

working for the Lord, not for men, 

since you know that you will  

receive an inheritance from the 

Lord as a reward. It is the Lord 

Christ you are serving.” 

On Saturday morning, August 4th, I was thrilled to see the numbers of Hmong men, 

women and children who showed up for clearing the overgrown brush and weeds around the 

fire-pit east of the playground. Now it looks wonderful. We thank our members for their  

effort to accomplish this project. —Pastor Yang 



Gloria Klockziem’s 

Retirement Coming 

November, 2018! 
 
It is with great JOY that I announce 
a change in my service to my Lord 
and Savior, Jesus Christ! In 1995, 

the Lord called me from teaching fulltime in a 5th 
grade classroom to fulltime Minister of Music here at 
St. Paul. I began here on Jan. 1, 1996, almost 23 
years ago. Now, He has directed me to retire and to 
seek His guidance for the next stage of my life. Our 
CORE Staff has been praying about this since last 
November. The Voters were informed in June; 
Board of Trustees chose a ‘sustainability’ committee 
in August. God tells us clearly in His Word to live 
each day to His glory; PRAY, TRUST, WATCH, and 
WAIT to see what He will do. I plan to continue to 
serve the Lord and I know that He will show me 
what that looks like!  

As I look back at my years here, I am in awe of 
all that has been accomplished and blessed by our 
amazing God. In 1996, we were still at the old 3020 
campus, our school had just been built on the new 
campus and was in its first year here. I was  
privileged to be a part of designing new buildings, 
decorations, organs, pianos, raising funds,  
celebrating with special music and services, several 
years of dramas and Boar’s Head productions—all 
to the glory of God! I know without a doubt that He 
will bless our future if we but seek Him and trust in 
His guidance. The future of music here will look 
different than the past and that’s a good thing! This 
will bring freshness, vitality, and life to our worship 
and praise. I can’t wait to see what God will do next. 

At this time, I don’t plan to move anywhere. I’ve 
been asked to volunteer in many areas of Lakeland 
and to be a leader in Bible Study Fellowship here. I 
will be free to travel and can help as needed at the 
organ in many area churches. I will also have the 
chance to visit other churches and enjoy worship in 
so many ways, without being ‘on duty’. Leading you 
all in worship has been my joy and delight. Now, I’ll 
be able to sing with you from the pew. We will 
praise God together here on earth as we practice for 
singing in the heavenly choir. And I know that I’ll be 
singing there, hopefully standing right next to YOU!  

Thank you, St. Paul, with love,  

Food Ministry Update: 
Our onsite Food Pantry con�nues to receive record usage. This ministry 

will con�nue and is a blessing. We are expanding our reach to provide 

more. As has been shared in the voters’ mee�ng, we are in the process of 

looking at providing fresh foods via a mobile food bank to neighborhoods 

we have iden�fied through our onsite Food Pantry. In doing so, we have 4 

pillars we desire to accomplish:  

1. Dignity:Dignity:Dignity:Dignity: Helping people to have dignity and not be seen or feel like a 

failure or powerless to effect posi�ve change in their life. This gives 

people the opportunity to have hope. 

2. Convenience:Convenience:Convenience:Convenience: Helping people with transporta�on / job issues that do 

not allow them to u�lize other food banks, by coming to them. 

3. Financial Help:Financial Help:Financial Help:Financial Help: Helping them to stretch their dollar a li1le further each 

month by purchasing less food. 

4. Rela�onshipsRela�onshipsRela�onshipsRela�onships: Build rela�onships with these neighborhoods to bring 

the hope of Christ to them.  

a. People are not a project or a mission, we want to be passionate 

about serving them as Jesus was passionate for us and served 

us all. 

b. Build rela�onships between us and them so we become a “we.” 

c. Build rela�onships between neighbors so that trust and care for 

one another develops. 

d. Build a rela�onship with Jesus. Jesus came to fix brokenness 

and invites us to love our neighbor. 

To do this, we will collaborate with other churches and community-based 

organiza�ons to build partnerships. That means crossing denomina�onal 

lines on the church level and partnering with local groups and local  

businesses to meet the needs of people. Therefore, we have chosen the 

name “Moving Hope” for this new ministry. We move to them. We walk 

with them and together we see there is hope for a be1er and stronger 

future as Jesus enters through the rela�onships and as we serve one  

another.  

God bless, Pastor Andy 

FALL RUMMAGE SALE CANCELATION 
Due to space issues, we have canceled our Fall Rummage 

Sale. Mark your calendars for our Spring Rummage Sale 

scheduled on March 16
th

. The funds from the sale will 

benefit our High School Youth attending the LCMS Youth 

Gathering in Minneapolis, MN, next summer.  

Note from Parker 
Street Ministries 
Thank you for contributing to our 
annual backpack and uniform drive! Because of your generosity our students 
were able to start the school year with all the supplies they need. Students, 
parents, teachers, and even donors were blessed.  
 

• 143 students in grades K-12 received unique backpacks. 
• Each backpack contained customized supplies requested by school 
• 2 new sets of school uniforms were sized and provided to students 
• Items were personally given to student or parent by our staff 

 

Thank you for loving this neighborhood well! We love because He loved us. 
—Tim Mitchell, Executive Director PSM 
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Summer is not Luther the Dachshund’s favorite 
time of year. He doesn’t like the heat and can’t 
tolerate the rain. Not uncommon with the breed 
from what I understand, especially the rain. I  
attempt to take Luther out in the backyard to do his 
business holding an umbrella over him, but this 
rarely is successful. The umbrella scares him 
which keeps him from accomplishing his mission. 
This in turn, leads to problems in the house  

because he eventually has to complete his mission. 
The funny thing is that when he does have an accident in the house, if 

we are home, he comes and finds me and starts crying to me. It would 
seem he has come to confess his sin. He hangs his head, the whites of his 
eyes show and he whines. Then he turns to walk away, head hanging low. 
Of course, this does not stop him from having the accident in the future….a 
short memory for a short dog? Maybe. 

What about us? When we fall short, hurt others, say, think and do 
things we shouldn’t, do we turn our backs, hang our heads and walk away? 
Or do we come to the cross and ask for forgiveness of our sins? 

Martin Luther wrote at great length about confessing our sins. Every 
week in service, both early and late, we confess our sins to God the Father. 
We ask forgiveness knowing that because our Risen Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ died on the cross, defeated death by rising from the grave, we are 
indeed forgiven. Luther’s insight to sin and confession makes for eye-
opening reading. 

Luther tells us, “Do not try to deny your sin. Human 
nature does not want to give the glory to God. Instead it 
wants to ascribe glory to itself. Even when human nature 
recognizes that it is in error, it nevertheless does not want 
to appear to have erred. But, dear Lord, what harm is done 
if we confess? Very well, we have committed this crime; 
that is now a fact. Let us just freely confess: Dear God, I 
am such a one (sinner) and not deny it.”  

Luther urges us not to flee from God but to flee to Him 
who loves us so. Flee to him with “a humble confession of 
guilty and a plea for pardon”. Luther cautions us that the 
farther you try to flee from God by the denial and excuse of 
our sin, the closer God will follow and press you. 

“Therefore,” Luther says, “nothing is better and safer 
than to come before God with a confession of guilt so it 
comes to pass that while God conquers us, we also  
conquer through Him.” 

“God wants to forgive sins to those who acknowledge 
them…those who do not He does not want to forgive.” 
Luther writes. “This promise is the sole reason and the 
first, intermediate, and ultimate reason, that is, it is every-
thing in justification.” 

And just as we are forgiven, Luther the  
Dachshund is also forgiven! Amen! 
 

—Chaplain Pete & little Luther 

VIRTUAL FLIGHT TO HONOR 
Polk County veterans who are 

physically unable to travel are in-

vited to participate in the 3
rd

 

Annual “Virtual Flight to  

Honor” to be held on Saturday, October 6
th 

at 

10:30am. The Polk County Veterans Council and 

Cornerstone Hospice and Palliative Care will host 

the event at St. Paul Lutheran Church.  

Honorees will include World War II and  

Korean War veterans as well as any veteran with 

a condition that makes him or her unable to  

participate in the Yellow Ribbon Flight to Honor, a 

daylong tour of military monuments in  

Washington, D.C.  

During the event, the veterans will watch a 

video of a previous Flight to Honor, professionally 

shot from the veterans’ perspective, which tours 

the various military monuments in our nation’s 

capital. Additionally, the veterans will be  

honored with a Cornerstone SALUTES! and  

treated to a delicious lunch. 

Veterans can apply to attend the Virtual 

Flight to Honor by contacting Cornerstone  

Hospice Volunteer Specialist and St. Paul  

member, Pat Gruber at (863) 291-5567 / 

pgruber@cshospice.org.  

—Applications are available at the Welcome Center— 

MILESTONE: 
BIBLE BLESSING & ACTIVITY 

 

On Sunday, September 9th at both services you 

will witness one of our milestone events as we invite  

families with 3
rd

 graders to a Bible blessing & acCvity.  

Bibles will be given out to all 3
rd

 grade students.  

During the services, we will have a special prayer over 

our 3
rd

 grade families and then at 9:45am in the Media 

Center, we will have a “Get to Know Your Bible  

AcCvity” for these families, along with some yummy  

breakfast refreshments. 

THANKS LCEF!  
Wow! Look what St. Paul has received 
over the past 5 years from LCEF! 
$24,958.79! Our latest check of $6,386.51 
brought the total to just under $25,000! 
These shared blessings were made  
possible by those of you who opened 
LCEF investment accounts, like the Y.I. 
Club for young investors. You still have 
until Sept. 7th to join and benefit from the $25 St. Paul match for new investors. 
Pick up a brochure in the office or Welcome Center of the church lobby. 
Thanks to all our LCEF investors and to LCEF for 5 years of Shared Blessings 
where investments build ministry. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    
 

  
 

1 
11am Memorial  
Service for Sarah Klein 

2 
8:30 WORSHIP 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 CG & CM 
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP 
7pm VB Open Gym 

3 
CLOSED 

LABOR DAY 

4 
9am Heritage Begins 
10:30 Prayer Group 

6:30 Trustees 

5 
8:25 CHAPEL K-8 
Present 3rd grade Bible 
9:15 CHAPEL ECEC 
9:45 CHAPEL PK 
5:15 Bells of Joy 
6:30 Adult Choir 
6:30 GriefShare 
6:30 AL-ANON 
8:30 YAG 

6 
7:15am Men's Group 
8:15 PTO Auction 
5:30 CancerCare 
@ Beef O Brady’s 
6pm Church Properties 

 

7 
 
7pm MS Dance 
 

8 
HS Serve Day  

off Campus 
 

9 
8:30 WORSHIP 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 CG & CM 
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP 
Milestone: 3rd grade 

Bible Blessing 
7pm VB Open Gym 

10 
 
6-7:30 FPU 
6:15 SIS 

11 
9am Heritage Begins 
10:30 Prayer Group 
11:30 Lunch Bunch 

@ Peking House 
6:30 Lay Ministers 

12 
8:25 CHAPEL K-8 

5:15 Bells of Joy 
6:30 Adult Choir 
6:30 GriefShare 
6:30 AL-ANON 
8:30 YAG 

13 
7:15am Men's Group 
9:15 CHAPEL ECEC 
9:45 CHAPEL PK 
6:30 Explore SPL 
6:30 Katie’s Ladies 
@ Ruby Tuesdays 
7pm Marty’s Men 

14 
 
6-9pm MS Youth  

15 
9am Trustee Retreat 
 
 

 
 

10-12pm Koffee Klutch  
2-4pm Eggroll Sale 

16 
8:30 WORSHIP 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 CG & CM 
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP 
7pm Adult VB  

17 
 
6-7:30 FPU 
6:15 SIS 

18 
9am Heritage Begins 
10:30 Prayer Group 
6:30 School Board 

19 
8:25 CHAPEL K-8 
9:15 CHAPEL ECEC 
9:45 CHAPEL PK 

5:15 Bells of Joy 
6:30 Adult Choir 
6:30 GriefShare 
6:30 AL-ANON 
8:30 YAG 

20 
7:15am Men's Group 
6:30 Theology Pub at 

Cob & Pen 

21 
 
6-9pm MS Youth  

 

22 
 

9-4pm Family Faith  
Summit 

 

 

23 
BLOOD MOBILE 
8:30 WORSHIP 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 CG & CM 
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP 
2-7pm Family Faith  

Summit 
7pm Adult VB  

24 
12pm Esther Circle 
6-7:30 FPU 
6:15 SIS 
 

Pastor’s Conf. in 
Daytona Beach 

25 
9am Heritage 
10:30 Prayer Group 
5:30 Endowment 
 

Pastor’s Conf. in 
Daytona Beach 

26 
8:25 CHAPEL K-8 
9:15 CHAPEL ECEC 
9:45 CHAPEL PK 

11:30 Dismissal 
5:15 Bells of Joy 
6:30 Adult Choir 
6:30 GriefShare 
6:30 AL-ANON 
8:30 YAG 

27 
7:15am Men's Group 

NO SCHOOL 
ECEC & EAGLE’S 

CLUB OPEN 
Teacher’s Conf. in 

Daytona Beach 
 

28 
 

NO SCHOOL 
ECEC & EAGLE’S 

CLUB OPEN 
Teacher’s Conf. in 

Daytona Beach 
 

29 

30 
8:30 WORSHIP 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 CG & CM 
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP 
12:30-2pm LCMS Youth 

Gathering Meeting 
7pm Adult VB  

 
     

OCTOBER 
Newsletter articles due. 

CG = Community Group 
CM = Children’s Ministry 
ECEC = Early Childhood Enrichment Center 
FPU = Financial Peace University 
HS = High School 

MS = Middle School 
SIS = Sisters in Study 
VB = Volleyball 
YAG = Young Adult Gathering 

CHOIRS BEGIN—Wednesday rehearsals will begin on 

September 5th. For Bells of Joy—5:15-6:10pm in the Worship 
Center & for Adult Choir—6:30-7:30pm in the Music Suite. 
Come and join us in singing praises and leading our people 
in worship at the 8:30am service. New singers & ringers are 
encouraged & welcome to come. 

FPU CLASS—Are you ready to be debt free? Sign up for the Financial Peace University class which 
begins Monday, September 10 @ 6:00pm. Order your FPU kit now by going to www.daveramsey.com. 
It’s a lifetime membership. Let Debby know you intend to come to this 9-week class, 
derdmann@stpaullakeland.org. Childcare will be available.  

SISTERS IN STUDY (SIS) 
An 11-session study from Beth 

Moore, “David—Seeking a Heart Like 
His” begins September 10, at 6:15pm 
in Room 102. If you’ve ever experi-

enced doubts, temptations, losses, or 
personal inconsistencies then come 
explore the depths of God’s love in 

this study. Pick up a registration form 
at the Welcome Center. 
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Family Faith Summit 
Do you ever ask yourself if you will have enough time to impart to your 

children all of the things that are truly meaningful to you? How is that 

even possible in a world where our children’s lives are increasingly 

crowded? If you feel like God might be tugging on your heart to spend some time searching for a focused path 

for your family, please consider joining us for our Family Faith Summit. Space will be limited due to the  

personal attention of this workshop.  
  

Session One: Saturday, September 22nd from 9-12pm  
• Identify a mission statement for your family.  

• Identify your core values.  

• Lunch will be served. 

Session Two: Saturday, September 22nd from 1-4:30pm 
• Identify goals for your children; spiritual as well as secular. 

Session Three: Sunday, September 23rd—1 hour personal meetings 
• A personal one hour, one-on-one meeting scheduled throughout the day with one of our church leaders.  

• A time for questions and reflection.  
  

THE FIRST 12 FAMILIES12 FAMILIES12 FAMILIES12 FAMILIES TO REGISTER WILL BE ABLE TO TAKE PART IN THIS UNIQUE EXPERIENCE.  
Please contact: Becky Howell at bhowell@stpaullakeland.org or (863) 644-7710, ext:423. 

�Childcare is provided. 


