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We are passionate followers of JESUS, making disciples by eagerly connecting the community with the faith, hope, and love that transforms. 

OPENING DOORS 
Last month, I wrote about HeiHei the clueless chicken from Disney’s Moana movie. I wrote 

about how we can sometimes feel clueless as we wander around. Yet as God’s children, we 

know He has a plan for each of us. I talked about Abram from Genesis 12 and his experience 

of God telling him to trust and follow without knowing where he was going. I am going to 

explore this a little further this month and encourage you to prayerfully ask God to open your 

eyes to ways you can serve.  

I believe the Holy Spirit opens doors all the time and calls us to trust and walk through those 

doors. The Holy Spirit invites us to be a part of people’s lives and opens ways for us to serve 

His kingdom. Here are some ways I see the Holy Spirit opening doors to connect with people:  
 

1. Sporting Clay Shoot: Not a typical church event. A year ago, we started a guy’s spor�ng clay shoot 
once a month. It is not for everyone but some enjoy it. In a short �me, it moved from mainly guys 

shoo�ng, to guys with kids and, as the season ended, women bring their son or daughter out to 

shoot. We open with prayer, talk firearm safety, and try to make sure everyone has a fun morning. 

We emphasize that guns are not a solu�on to any problem. Mostly, our �me together is about 

ge$ng to know each other. A man from Warner University in Lake Wales heard about our ou�ngs. 

They have a clay target team. Star�ng in January, they would like to team up with us to give lessons 

and help any man, woman or child learn about safe shoo�ng and how to become be*er shots. 

Hope Lutheran in Plant City has also contacted us about coming out to shoot and fellowship with 

us. Do you like shoo�ng sports? Would you be willing to put together a team of people to help set 

up these gathering �mes once a month from September through April? This is your chance to step 

into something you are passionate about and work in God’s kingdom in a different way.  

2. Women’s Night Out: Last year we had two women step forward and host (set up a night once a 
month at a local restaurant) for ladies of similar backgrounds and life-stage, a dinner out  to just 

form friendships. It provided a chance for fellowship, sharing, and bonding. It also allowed a safe 

place to vent and then pray for one another and then check back with each other through the 

month or the next month at dinner. It is simply a group of 4-8 ladies sharing life together once a 

month. Would you consider star�ng a group? Nothing could be simpler. 

3. Moving Hope: By the �me you read this, the first Moving Hope will be in the rear-view mirror as 

well as maybe the 1
st

 one in October. This mission will build and grow. More opportuni�es will 

open as the ministry expands. Our first site will be delivering food twice a month. I have no doubt 

we will have to have two separate teams eventually to serve those two �mes each month. It will 

take a few months to work out the logis�cs and make sure all the needs are met. What skills might 

you have to work beside others to help in this new ministry? Are you an organizer or a doer? Are 

you be*er with people or behind the scenes? 

4. Theology Pub: We are in our 3
rd

 season. I have been leading this most of the �me. I love to a*end 

but it is ge$ng harder to lead due to �me constrains. Are you a guy who looks at the world and 

sees things that we, as Chris�an men, should wrestle with? Can you facilitate some discussion in 

small group chats? Then maybe you need to pray about leading Theology Pub from �me to �me. 

Can you write up and send a text to guys to remind them to come? Then maybe you can take over  

communica�ng with the guys to help them remember we are gathering.  

5. Paw Fun: A new opportunity for people who love dogs to just get together with their 4-legged 

friend and others who have a love of dogs. It’s not always about “doing” the next thing. Some�mes 

life is about si$ng and res�ng. Dogs teach us that some�mes the best thing to do is just “be.” 
 

Look around. That’s right. Just look around and see what else is happening at St. Paul. 

GriefShare? Maybe consider starting a Divorce Care? AA or NA group? Join in with  

something already happening. Our relationship with Jesus is important and so is our  

relationship with each other! 

        God’s peace! Pastor Andy 
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Bible Studies  
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Modern Worship &  
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“CONNECTING  
THE COMMUNITY  
TO CHRIST” 

Saturday, November 16 Saturday, November 16 Saturday, November 16 Saturday, November 16     

9am9am9am9am----1pm1pm1pm1pm    
St. Paul Fellowship Center, St. Paul Fellowship Center, St. Paul Fellowship Center, St. Paul Fellowship Center,     

Sponsored by Katie’s Ladies 
 

CALLING ALL CRAFTERS 
Anyone interested in setting up a booth to sell 

their crafts please contact Sandy Jones, 813-323-
2773 or Barbara Heacock, 863-944-6790 for 

available booth size and cost. Proceeds from the 
booth rental, bake sale, & raffles will be donated 

to MOVING HOPE INC.  

The Book of Acts presents Barnabas as an evangelizing apostle and 
church leader who was a model of integrity and character. He is called a, 
“good man,” a “prophet and teacher,” an “apostle” and “one who through 
God worked miracles.” 1 Corinthians affirms his character by noting he 
worked while serving congregations in order not to burden them. The 
apostles nicknamed him, “Barnabas – Son of Encouragement.”  
 

By God’s grace, pastors who are strong partners in their congregation’s 
school ministry, make a profound impact on what the school ministry 
team is able to accomplish. In 2015, Educators in the FL-GA District 
established the, “Barnabas - Son of Encouragement Award,” to honor 

pastors for their support and partnership in the Gospel through school ministries. We are very proud 
and honored to announce that Pastor Andy Ritchie received this award at the 2019 Educators  
Conference last month. Below is the letter that was submitted to the District by one of our SPL staff. 
Congratulations, Pastor Andy! 
 

St. Paul Lutheran is fortunate to have our very own Barnabas on our campus. Pastor 
Andy constantly works at building and improving relationships with not only our  
congregation but also with school staff and students’ families. He sends out emails of 
encouragement at just the right time, walks our halls not only to be visible but to also 
pray over our campus. He leads chapels and is quick to act when he sees a need whether 
it’s something as small as helping with a meal or as big as collecting and distributing 
items for those impacted by hurricanes. Another specific example is, one of our 8th grade 
students was struggling both academically and with making all-around good choices. 
Pastor Andy noticed, stepped in, and began to meet this child for lunch each week to 
counsel and for accountability purposes.  

For the 3 years he has been here, Pastor Andy has implemented groups to 
appeal to various types of people: a Theology Pub for mainly men of drinking 
age to bond over God’s Word and a brew, Clay Shooting day for the outdoors 
type, and a mobile food pantry called Moving Hope to benefit members of our 
city in need. He even teamed up with a church within our city which helps 
bridge community relationships. 

I know Pastor Andy personally notices and reaches out to congregation 
members and staff when he feels led. He is truly a people’s pastor and we are 
extremely blessed to have him as ours!  

At St. Paul Lutheran we are so very 
blessed by the love, care, teaching and 

preaching of Pastor Andy Ritchie,  
Pastor Zong Yang and Chaplain Peter  
Herbert. During this month, let’s keep 
them and their families in our daily 
prayers. Let’s encourage them with  

perhaps a thank you card, a homemade 
goodie, or some kind of treat that says, 

we love and appreciate you. 



Moving Hope launched its first food distribution event last month. It started slow but 
then got very busy. During the event, we provided food for 547 people. Also, we did 8 
blood pressure checks and had a number of people ask for prayer including a few younger 
girls who wanted to know Jesus more and wanted prayer for their moms and dads. People 
of every skin color, nationality and age were talking to each other, smiling, and being  
polite to each other. Kids were everywhere, running around and having fun. There was a 
sense of awe, disbelief and hope when these people found out that we would be coming 
back twice in October and thankful this was not just a “one and done deal.” Thank you to 
all of the volunteers who came out and showed the love of God and to our SPLS kids and  
parents for their food donations.  

Our distribution dates for October are the 3rd & 17th at Carrington Place on Kettles 
Ave. from 5:30-7pm (or when the food runs out). Moving Hope needs more volunteers to 
serve in this ministry, contact Pastor Andy, aritchie@stpaullakeland.org / 907-529-5644.  

MILESTONE: PK & K SERVE @ VISTE 

“Serving Christ as we Serve Others.” We have partnered with VISTE in Polk County to offer an opportunity to show our 
children how to impact the lives of some of our area seniors. PK & K families will take a school bus trip on Sunday,  
October 13 after the ten47 service to VISTE where they will eat lunch, have a devotion, make birthday cards for senior 
clients turning 90 or older, take a tour of the facility and learn how they help meet the needs of over 3,000 citizens. 
 

MILESTONE: CONFIRMATION for 6th and 7th Graders 

Wednesdays, Oct. 9-Nov. 13 from 6-8pm in Youth Room. This is a 2-year faith milestone. Parents and 

their children will learn together the basics of our faith in Jesus Christ, spend time talking with each other about what is 
means to grow up in a home that is focused on Faith First, and purposefully praying for each other. 

John, the Baptist differentiated himself from Jesus, saying “He will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit and with fire.” John’s purpose was to make straight the paths and encourage us to “Bear 
fruits in keeping with repentance” (Luke 3:8). Similarly, St. Paul proclaimed that “God wants us 
to turn to God and perform deeds in keeping with our repentance” (Acts 26:20). Reforming our 
ways is not about outward alterations or a political viewpoint. Indeed, “God has granted  
repentance that leads to life” (Acts 11:18)!  

In his famous 95 theses, Martin Luther wrote, “When our Lord and Master Jesus Christ said, 
`Repent’ '' (Mt 4:17), he willed the entire life of believers to be one of repentance.” Repentance is not simply a recognition of wrong-doing but 
being set free from sin itself. Repentance is acknowledging that all we can find about ourselves is sin, and that our rescue comes from Jesus who 
alone could rescue us through His life, death, and resurrection. The reformers discovered the Jubilee of forgiveness, and it caught fire.  

Many in our times equate God’s kindness with prosperity, good looks, health, or strong ability. However, if our ways aren’t reformed in the 
heart, where sin emulates, then it’s not likely to be a reformation that leads to Jubilee or eternal life. Paul asked the Romans, “Do you not know 
that God's kindness is meant to lead you to repentance?” (Romans 2:4b).  

Is repentance reforming your ways? When our ways are reformed by the Holy Spirit, we recognize our spiritual depravity before God. In the 
freedom of God’s grace received, we notice the things we manage are not ours to manipulate for our dark purposes, but are opportunities given 
by God so that we might show His Son Jesus through our lives. The way we plan to distribute the worldly wealth we manage for Him will  
characterize blessings rather than curses. 

For more information, contact Jim Pennington, SPLC Gift Planning Counselor, james.pennington@lfnd.org / 863-370-0305. You can  
discover that your congregation has a trusted charitable guide available to encourage you to plan and direct your passion to give to family and 
beloved ministries, so others might know that your own heart is reformed and wholly devoted to God. 
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One of the things Luther the Dachshund loves is 
his comfort. He apparently finds great peace in 

getting on our bed, wrapping himself up in a blanket and sleeping for 
long periods. If you have ever had the experience of having a  
dachshund, you know this. Luther has steps that he walks up to get in 
our bed because it is kind of high and he is kind of short. But he does 
love comfort. So does Jenny the Cat. When Luther gets snuggled up in 
bed, Jenny always shows up, waits for him to get settled and then she 
lays down with him, usually resting her head on his back. 

How do you find comfort? Do you wrap yourself up in a blanket 
and get snuggled? Most of us have our own way to find comfort and 
peace, especially during special times like bed time, rainy days, cold 
days and cold and rainy days! Is there anything better than being all 
snuggled up?  

Actually, yes there is. Although when we think of comfort we think 
the blanket, the couch or bed and cup of coffee or tea, there is one 
thing above all else that offers the greatest comfort and peace and that 
is snuggling up with Jesus Christ. 

Martin Luther actually addressed the subject of comfort in a  
number of writings and sermons and always pointed out the Word of 
God as the source of comfort for all occasions and reasons. 

According to Luther, “It certainly is not possible to comfort a soul 

unless it hears the Word of God. But where in all the books is 
God’s Word except Scripture? What are we doing by reading 
other books and letting this one lie?” 

He continues, “Other volumes may indeed trouble and kill 
us, but no other book than Scripture alone bears the title 
which St. Paul gives it, a “Book of Comfort” which can sustain 
the soul in all tribulations so that it does not despair but keeps 
on hoping.” 

We all know that the Holy Bible is God’s Word for us. It is 
actually our guide for living life according to God’s will and 
that is what we all strive for, isn’t it? There is an answer for 
absolutely everything that is going on in your life and it is all 
right in front of you offering you comfort and peace. 

So, if you are seeking comfort on a rainy day, or need a 
word of hope during times of despair, pick up your Bible and 
snuggle up with Jesus. Include your dachshund (or other dog 
or cat), have a cup of freshly brewed coffee (tis the season for 
pumpkin spice) as all good Lutherans do, and spend time 
listening to God talk to you by His written word. There you will 
find comfort and peace!  

Come on Luther and Jenny, time to catch up on our  
reading! God bless you this and every month throughout the 
year! 

—Chaplain Pete, Luther and Jenny 

at Christ Lutheran Church,  
2715 Lakeland Hills Blvd., Lakeland, 863-682-7802 

WORSHIP SERVICE @ 4:00 PM  
(Pre-service music begins at 3:30pm) 

    

Speaker: Rev. Dr. John Nunes,  
President of Concordia University, Bronxville, New York 

 

GERMAN STYLE MEAL  

@ 5:15–7:00 PM  
in Fellowship Hall 

Winter Haven LCMS Circuit Churches gather for Winter Haven LCMS Circuit Churches gather for Winter Haven LCMS Circuit Churches gather for Winter Haven LCMS Circuit Churches gather for OPERATION  
CHRISTMAS 

CHILD 
We will again par�cipate in the Samaritan’s 

Purse annual project for children 2-14 years old 

throughout the world. Start purchasing items to 

fill a shoe box.  

The deadline to fill a box is November 17.  

Pick up a shoebox and info. in the church lobby 

or office this month. Gi& sugges�ons: 
 

● School supplies: pens, pencils, crayons, etc. 

● Toys: small cars, balls, dolls, stuffed animals, 

yo-yo’s  

● Hygiene items: toothbrush, comb, etc. 

● Other: T-shirt, socks, ball cap, watches,  

personal note 

● $9 for shipping 
 

PLEASE DO NOT INCLUDE: Candy; toothpaste; 

gum; used or damaged items; war-related items 

such as toy guns, knives, or military figures;  

chocolate or food; seeds; fruit rolls or other fruit 

snacks; drink mixes (powdered or liquid); liquids 

or lo�ons; medica�ons or vitamins; breakable 

items such as snow globes or glass containers; 

aerosol cans.  



Connecting at St. Paul   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  October 2019 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  
1 

8am SPLS Pics 
9am Heritage BS 
10:15 Prayer Group 

6:30 Trustees 

2 
8am SPLS Pics 
8:25 CHAPEL K-8 
9:15 CHAPEL ECEC 
9:50 CHAPEL PK 

5:15 Bells of Joy 
6:30 Adult Choir 
6:30 AL-ANON 

3 
7:15am Men's Group 
8:15 PTO Meeting 
5:30 MOVING HOPE 

5:30 PB Rehearsal 
5:30 CancerCare @  

Beef O’Brady’s 

4 
7:30am Donuts for Dads 
6-9pm MS Youth 

5 
10:30 Virtual Flight 
to Honor Event 

6 
8:30 WORSHIP 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 BS & CM  
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP 
12:30-3pm HS Youth 
7-9pm Adult VB 

7 
6-7:30pm FPU 
6:15 SIS 
6:30 GriefShare 

8 

9am Heritage BS 
10:15 Prayer Group 
11:30 Lunch Bunch 

@ Catfish Country 
6:30 Lay Ministers 

9 
8:25 CHAPEL K-8 

5:15 Bells of Joy 
6pm Confirmation 
6:30 Adult Choir 
6:30 AL-ANON 

10 
7:15am Men's Group 
9:15 CHAPEL ECEC 
9:50 CHAPEL PK 
5:30 PK Fam Picnic 
5:30 PB Rehearsal 
6:30 Katie’s Ladies 
7pm Marty’s Men 

11 
11:30 SPLS Dismissal 

7pm MS Dance 

12 
8am-5pm CFLAA VB 
& Soccer Tournament 

 

13 
MILESTONE: PK & K 
Serve Event @ VISTE 
8:30 WORSHIP 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 BS & CM  
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP 
7-9pm Adult VB 

14 
6-7:30pm FPU 
6:15 SIS 
6:30 GriefShare 

15 
9am Heritage BS 
10:15 Prayer Group 
1pm Knitting Ministry 
6:30 School Board 

16 
8:25 CHAPEL K-8 
9:15 CHAPEL ECEC 
9:50 CHAPEL PK 

5:15 Bells of Joy 
6pm Confirmation 
6:30 Adult Choir 
6:30 AL-ANON 
6:30 Theology Pub @ 
Beef O’Brady’s 

17 
7:15am Men's Group 
11:30 SPLS Dismissal 
Parent/Teacher Conf. 
5:30 MOVING HOPE 

5:30 PB Rehearsal 

18 
NO SCHOOL 

ECEC & EAGLE’S 
CLUB OPEN 

Parent/Teacher Conf. 

 
6-9pm MS Youth 

19 
8:30am Clay Shoot 
 
1pm Kaffee Klatsch  
@ Twisted Teapot 

 
5:30 Wedding 

20 
8:30 WORSHIP 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-State of Church 
9:45-10:45 CM  
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP 
12:30-3pm HS Youth 
7-9pm Adult VB 

21 
6pm VB Clinic 
6-7:30pm FPU 
6:15 SIS 
6:30 GriefShare 
 
 

22 
9am Heritage BS 
10:15 Prayer Group 
 
 

23 
8:25 CHAPEL K-8 

5:15 Bells of Joy 
6pm Confirmation 
6:30 Adult Choir 
6:30 AL-ANON 
 

24 
7:15am Men's Group 
9:15 CHAPEL ECEC 
9:50 CHAPEL PK 
5:30 PB Rehearsal 
 

25 
6pm PTO AUCTION 
@ Eaglebrooke 

 
 

 

26 
MILESTONE:  
9am Lord’s Supper 
Retreat for 5th grade 

27 
5th Grade 1st Comm. 

8:30 WORSHIP 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 BS & CM  
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP 
3:30 Reformation 
@ Christ Lutheran 
7-9pm Adult VB 

28 
6pm VB Clinic 
6-7:30pm FPU 
6:15 SIS 
6:30 GriefShare 

29 
9am Heritage BS 
10:15 Prayer Group 

30 
8:25 CHAPEL K-8 
9:15 CHAPEL ECEC 
9:50 CHAPEL PK 

5:15 Bells of Joy 
6pm Confirmation 
6:30 Adult Choir 
6:30 AL-ANON 

31 
7:15am Men's Group 
5:30 PB Rehearsal 

  

BS = Bible Study 
CM = Children’s Ministry 
ECEC = Early Childhood Enrichment Center 
FPU = Financial Peace university 
HS = High School 
MS = Middle School 
PB = Praise Band 
SIS = Sisters in Study 
VB = Volleyball 

NOVEMBER 
Newsletter articles due. 

STATE OF OUR CHURCH MEETINGS 
In a Townhall style meeting, Pastor Andy and other church 
leaders will present info on current and future ministry  
opportunities within our church. This will be a casual forum 
for conversations and questions. The first of these meetings 
will be held on Sunday, October 20th, between services 
(9:45-10:45am) in the Fellowship Center. All Adult Bible 
Classes will be suspended on this Sunday. 

CLAY SHOOT GROUP 
Join us for our next Sporting Clay 
Shoot event on Saturday, Oct. 19, 
at Tenoroc Shooting Range, 3755 
Tenoroc Mine Rd, Lakeland, at 
8:30am until finished (10:30-11am). 
Optional lunch to follow. There are 
shotguns for rent or you can bring 
your own (need at least 30 shotgun 
shells). Sign up at the Welcome 
Center. Mark these future Sporting 
Clay Shoot dates on your calendar: 
 November 16, 2019 
 December 14, 2019 
 January 11, 2020 
 February 8, 2020 
 March 28, 2020 
 April 18, 2020 
 May 2, 2020 

KAFFEE KLATSCH 

Ladies are invited to the Twisted  
Teapot in Winter Haven on Saturday, 
October 19th at 1pm. Join us for 

tea and some relaxing conversation. 
RSVP to Linda Letourneau, 

tlk4752@gmail.com / 863-248-9839. 
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SPLS AUCTION 2019 ~ October 25, 2019 
6:00 pm @ the Club at Eaglebrooke 

Join us as we gather for an evening of fellowship, fundraising, food, and beverages in a Candyland-themed 
setting. Our goal is to reach $50,000 to fund all the projects that St. Paul students benefit from. This year's 
major goal, above our budget, is to buy LCD Touch Screens for all classrooms.  

HERE’S HOW YOU CAN HELP... 

• be a sponsor of our auction contact Kim at 813-523-6866/kimberleyburke07@gmail.com.  
• donate Live Auction items/trips (vacation destinations, hunting/fishing trips) or high valued items, also ($20-$30) 

bottles of wine for our Wine Toss or Publix gift cards. Items can be dropped off at the Welcome Center or office 
(labeled PTO Auction).  

TICKETS ARE NOW AVAILABLE (in the office)—$75 per person 
• If you can’t come to the Auction please consider making a donation by writing your check out to SPLS and 

memo “SPLS Auction.” Thank you for your support! 


