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We are passionate followers of JESUS, making disciples by eagerly connecting the community with the faith, hope, and love that transforms. 

Praise God! Praise God from whom all 

blessings flow! The response of our church 

to the request for volunteers for Saturate 

Lakeland is overwhelming. God has  

answered our prayer for “laborers for the harvest 

field.” St. Paul has over 200 people committed to pray, 

165 willing to assemble the packets of information and 

87 people who are willing to go door to door to give 

the packets to 3270 homes. Churches throughout  

Lakeland have adopted as their “areas of Gospel  

responsibility” all of Lakeland and about 80% of Polk 

County. Last time I counted there are over 60 churches 

involved in this effort. It is a movement that is spreading across the whole country. 

We are having a short prayer time in the Worship Center on Friday October 5th at 

6:00 PM, followed by a prayer walk through the areas we will deliver to on Sunday 

October 6th. All are welcome to participate. At 7:15 PM we will return to church to 

share what we experienced during our prayer walk. 

I believe that God will use us as His messengers to share the Gospel and that  

people will believe the Gospel and be saved. We believe the Gospel is the power of 

God for salvation to all who believe in Him. 

May God receive all the glory and honor and praise for what He is 

doing in our day. 

    —Pastor Ron Pennekamp 
 

We have begun a new Sermon Series based on the true story of Bart Millard who wrote “I 

Can Only Imagine.” Using short clips from the movie based on Bart’s life, we will look at 

important biblical truths about life and relationships, especially our relationship with God. 
 

⇒ Sept. 23: We all need a vision for our lives. Without a vision the people perish. What is our 
vision based on? 

⇒ Sept. 30: We all seek approval, often from our parents or other significant people, but who’s 
approval is most important? 

⇒ Oct. 7: Grace comes and changes lives. As we know God’s grace we can extend it to others. 
⇒ Oct 14: Forgiveness leads to restoration. Forgiveness heals broken relationships. 
⇒ Oct. 21: Surrender is important. It is not giving up, it is giving over. 

 

Come join us as we see these truths come alive in Bart Millard and hopefully in us as well. 

Saturate Lakeland  

 

“I Can Only Imagine” Sermon Series 
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“CONNECTING  
THE COMMUNITY  
TO CHRIST” 

Do You See Yourself in the 
‘White Robed Throngs’? 

 

It’s a vast picture of community in the end times, 
provided by the Holy Spirit, through the Apostle 
John’s pen. The image recorded in Revelations 7:9-
16, features our own immortality in these Words: 
“9After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no 
one could number, from every nation, from all tribes and 
peoples and languages, standing before the throne and 
before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm 
branches in their hands, and crying out with a loud voice, 
“10Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, 
and to the Lamb!” 

Interestingly, the throngs were not alone . . . 
11“And all the angels were standing around the throne 
and around the elders and the four living creatures, and 
they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped 
God.” 

The beloved disciple wondered who these people 
were. He received the Spirit’s answer: “. . . And he 
said to me, “These are the ones coming out of the great 
tribulation. They have washed their robes and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb.”  

Do you envision yourself in that ‘white robed 
throng’ described in this immortal destination  
perspective? It is a profound design for all believers 
to anticipate. Sadly, many who claim faith, don’t 
comprehend themselves in that throng. Could this 
shape the way people plan for (or fail to plan for) 
earthly life’s end? 

Listen to how the Spirit describes their/our future?  
15“Therefore they are before the throne of God and serve 
him day and night in his temple; and he who sits on the 
throne will shelter them with his presence. 16They shall 
hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; the sun shall not 
strike them, nor any scorching heat. For the Lamb in the 
midst of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will 
guide them to springs of living water, and God will wipe 
away every tear from their eyes.” 

For us, who realize ourselves in this throng, the 
presence of Christ is again confirmed by this  
inspired revelation. Christ’s presence in His Word 
and in simple elements-Wine-Bread-Water, brings 
the peace that allows us to be still, living life that is 
truly life. Baptized believers have purpose to live 
with the light and preference of praise, on earth’s 
sojourn.  

The LCMS Foundation was created by the 
Church-Body in 1958 to help God’s people get 
ready for a glorious future and leave behind a  
witness to the Lamb. For more information or  
guidance begin your journey here. Contact Jim 
Pennington, SPLC Gift Planning Counselor,  
at 863-370-0305 or james.pennington@lfnd.org. 

Transfer	The	Blessings	

Eternity Workshop 
Saturday, November 3, 2018 

9:00 AM to 12:00 PM 
 

St. Paul Lutheran - Conference Room 
 

Are these things important to you? 

• That at your death, your family is not burdened 

with questions that you should have already 
answered? 

• That you have a current will/trust that names 

who you want to handle your desires, names a 
guardian for minor children? 

• That you leave a “faith legacy” to family and 

friends that you love? 

• That, if your loved ones (child, spouse, etc.) 

are in a serious accident, that the doctors will 
share information with you? 

• That, after your time on earth is done, you 

leave the very best gifts to the family you love 
and the ministries you care about? 

 

Give	your	loved	ones	the	gift	of		

peace	of	mind. 

This workshop will help you prepare: 
�your medical care at life’s end 
�your burial 
�your will/trust 
�your funeral or memorial service  
�your vital records 

 

Sign	up	to	attend	by	calling	the	church	

of�ice	(863)	644-7710.		

Refreshments	will	be	provided.	 

THE MUSIC MINISTRY TASK FORCE 
has started the process of determining 

which direction God is leading us with  

regard to music in our church and school. 

The members of our team are Amy Turpin, 

Kristel Lehmker, Jonathan Cartwright, Kris 

Pahl, and Paul Trinklein. Pastor Andy Ritchie 

and Nick Moss are advising for the core 

staff. In the wake of the announcement of 

the retirement of Gloria Klockziem, please 

pray for us as we meet and make  

recommendations regarding the path that 

is God pleasing.  



FALL RUMMAGE SALE CANCELATION 

Due to space issues, we have canceled our Fall 

Rummage Sale. Mark your calendars for our 

Spring Rummage Sale scheduled on March 16, 

2019. The funds from the sale will benefit our 

Anytime is a good time to express appreciation for 
pastors, especially during Pastor Appreciation Month . 
Every October across North America, churches give 
focused attention to appreciating their pastors in  
tangible ways.  

At St. Paul Lutheran we are so very blessed by the 
love, care, teaching and preaching of Pastor Ron, 
Pastor Andy and Chaplain Peter. During this month, 
let’s keep all of them and their families in our daily 
prayers. Let’s encourage them with perhaps a thank 
you card, a homemade goodie, or a gift card for lunch. 
The Apostle Paul wisely encourages us “to respect 
those who work hard among you . . . hold them in the 
highest regard in love because of their work.”  
(1 Thessalonians 5:12-13) 

Thank you, Pastor Ron, Pastor Andy and Chaplain 
Peter, for being faithful servants of the Word and for 
all the time, miles, care, concern, patience and  
prayers you have given all of us. We love you! 

This year, there are 55 area churches 

represented by the 480 students 

a�ending St. Paul Lutheran School. 

We have invited the pastors from 

these churches to visit our beau"ful 

campus on October 10
th

. They will be 

treated to a light breakfast at 7:45am and welcomed by our Principal, 

Mr. Bob Boyd. Then at 8:25am they will join our student chapel "me 

and at 9am they will receive a brief tour of our campus. 

The story, which involved famine and the untimely passing of a 
father and two sons, shows how God turns things that appear awful 
into something good in the lives of those who trust and love Him. 

In short, Bible stories like that of Ruth and Naomi, are able to 
build us up as we examine the lessons they teach about us, about 
our loving Father, and about His plan to bless us. 

We spend time in the Bible every day at SPLS because we firmly 
believe that it builds up. Not with gushing fawning about how good 
looking or smart we are. That kind of talk never really encourages. It 
stifles us the first time we figure out we are not the smartest or best 
looking. 

It builds us up by recognizing our flawed human nature and our 
existence full of successes and failures. He knows us as we are. 

It builds us up by reminding us that God loves us anyway, not 
because of what we possess or are able to do, but simply because 
we are His. And that He showed that love in an amazing way. 

In light of the ability of God’s Word to build up, we must ask our-
selves if that is the message we send when we apply God’s Word. 

—In His Children’s Service, Robert C. Boyd 

Have you ever overheard a parent saying, “God does not 
like it when you do that. He is mad at you. You had better watch 
out!” I have. And it drives me crazy. The Bible is never meant to 
be just a tool that strikes fear into the heart of people to change 
their behavior. It is never meant to be a tool to manipulate or 
intimidate. 

Does God hate sin? You bet. But His Word makes it clear 
that pointing out sin and its consequence never changes a heart 
when separated from the truth that He also bought forgiveness 
for everyone through His Son, Jesus. 

The Old Testament story of Ruth and Naomi reminds us of 
God’s love for all of his people. In it we learn of His ability to use 
seemingly insignificant people and events for His purposes. 
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Luther the Dachshund has had a stressful couple of weeks. 
A big event happened in our house and it is one that has 

challenged Luther, who apparently is not big on change. We 
adopted from Animal Control a very sweet, loving kitten who 

moved right in and found her place, much to Luther’s dismay. 
Things are improving as the two, Luther and Jenny, are getting more and 

more used to each other. Jenny is no longer ambushing Luther as he walks 
through the house. She’s loving up on him more. So things are improving and 
Luther is becoming more accepting and less stressed. 

I have found that when we leave for work, if I put music on, they both seem 
to settle down and will actually curl up on the bed in the sunlight together. It is a 
very sweet thing to see. 

Music is a big part of our lives and it is also a big part of our worship as  
Lutherans. Martin Luther, who gave us some of our greatest hymns, loved music 
and actually wrote at length about music as a gift from God the Father. 

“I am not satisfied with him who despises music, as all fanatics do” wrote 
Luther, “for music is an endowment and a gift of God, not a gift of men. It also 
drives away the devil and makes people cheerful; one forgets all anger,  
unchasteness, pride, and other vices.” 

Luther continued, “I place music next to theology and give it the highest 
praise. And we see how David and all saints put their pious thoughts into verse, 
rhyme and songs, because music reigns in times of peace.”  

Many times in this life, we find ourselves in situations where we know Satan 
is trying to drag us down and cause us despair, grief and suffering. It is what the 
evil one does and that is why it is so important that we turn to the cross of Jesus 
in all things and at all times. One of the ways Luther recommended opposing 
Satan and sadness was with music. 

“When sadness comes to you and threatens to gain the upper hand, then 
say ‘Come I must play our Lord Christ a song on the organ for Scripture teaches 
me that He loves to hear joyful song and stringed instruments,” writes Luther. 
“Strike the keys with a will, and sing out until the thoughts disappear.” 

And disappear they will. Even if you do not play an instrument…if you are 
only listening. It is working for Luther and Jenny and will most certainly work for 
you. May you find peace and joy in the weeks ahead through God’s wonderful  
gift of music. Let it fill your minds and hearts. Find joy in knowing it is pleasing to 
our Lord and is driving away the devil at the same time. 

Until next time, make a joyful noise! 

—Chaplain Pete & little Luther & Jenny 

 

 
VIRTUAL FLIGHT TO HONOR 
Polk County veterans who are physically unable 

to travel are invited to partici-

pate in the 3rd Annual “Virtual 

Flight to  

Honor” to be held on Saturday, 

October 6th at 10:30am. The Polk County Veterans 

Council and Cornerstone Hospice and Palliative 

Care will host the event at St. Paul Lutheran 

Church.  

Honorees will include World War II and  

Korean War veterans as well as any veteran with 

a condition that makes him or her unable to  

participate in the Yellow Ribbon Flight to Honor, a 

daylong tour of military monuments in  

Washington, D.C.  

During the event, the veterans will watch a 

video of a previous Flight to Honor, professionally 

shot from the veterans’ perspective, which tours 

the various military monuments in our nation’s 

capital. Additionally, the veterans will be  

honored with a Cornerstone SALUTES! and  

treated to a delicious lunch. 

Veterans can apply to attend the Virtual 

Flight to Honor by contacting Cornerstone  

Hospice Volunteer Specialist and St. Paul  

member, Pat Gruber at (863) 291-5567 / 

pgruber@cshospice.org.  
—Applications are available at the Welcome Center— 

MILESTONE: SERVE AS A FAMILY 
On Sunday, October 7th all PK4 & Kindergarten  

children along with their parents are invited to a serving 

event that begins with our ten47 service followed by a trip 

 

FRESH WREATH  
FUNDRAISER 
Our SPL Youth are  

selling fresh Balsam Fir 

Christmas Wreaths  

ranging in price from $28 

to $33. Proceeds will go  

toward the MS & HS youth gatherings, mission 

trips and NYG 2019. Order forms are available 

at the Welcome Center. All orders and money 

must be in by October 28. Delivery of your 

wreath is expected the week of November 26.  

MILESTONE: LORD’S SUPPER RETREAT & 1ST COMMUNION for all 5th-6th Graders  

Saturday, October 27th 9am-5pm. Parents to attend from 3-5pm. 

Sunday, October 28th (Reformation) 1st Communion at both services for those that attended the retreat.  
  

MILESTONE: CONFIRMATION for 6th and 7th Graders 

Wednesdays, Oct. 3-24 from 6-8pm in Youth Room. This is a 2-year faith milestone. Parents and their 

children will learn together the basics of our faith in Jesus Christ, spend time talking with each other about 

what is means to grow up in a home that is focused on Faith First, and purposefully praying for each other.  
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 
 
6-7:30 FPU 
6:15 SIS 

2 
9am Heritage 
10:30 Prayer Group 

6:30 Trustees 

3 
8:25 CHAPEL K-8 
9:30 CHAPEL ECEC 
9:45 CHAPEL PK 
5:15 Bells of Joy 
6pm Confirmation 
6:30 Adult Choir 
6:30 GriefShare 
6:30 AL-ANON 
8:30 YAG 

4 
7:15am Men's Group 
8:15 PTO Auction 
5:30 CancerCare 
@ Beef O Brady’s 
6pm Church Properties 

 

5 
 
 
6-7:30 Saturate  

Prayer Meeting & 
Walk 

6-9pm MS Youth  

6 
 
 
8:30-12pm Saturate 

Assembly 
 

10:30 Virtual Flight 
to Honor Vets 

7 
8:30 WORSHIP 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 CG & CM 
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP 
PK-K MILESTONE 
6:30 New Member Cls. 
7pm Adult VB  

8 
 
6-7:30 FPU 
6:15 SIS 

9 
9am Heritage Begins 
10:30 Prayer Group 

11:30 Lunch Bunch 
@ Catfish Country 

6:30 Lay Ministers 

10 
8:25 CHAPEL K-8 
5:15 Bells of Joy 
6pm Confirmation 
6:30 Adult Choir 
6:30 GriefShare 
6:30 AL-ANON 
7:30 Music Task Force 
8:30 YAG 

11 
7:15am Men's Group 
9:30 CHAPEL ECEC 
9:45 CHAPEL PK 
6:30 Katie’s Ladies 
@ Ruby Tuesdays 
7pm Marty’s Men 

12 
11:30 SPL Dismissal 
 
 

Escape Room  
Fundraiser 

13 
8am-5pm CFLAA 

Soccer Tournament 
 

Escape Room  
Fundraiser 

14 
8:30 WORSHIP 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 CG & CM 
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP 
6:30 New Member Cls. 
7pm Adult VB  

Escape Room  
Fundraiser 

15 
 
6-7:30 FPU 
6:15 SIS 

16 
8am School Picture  

Day 
9am Heritage Begins 
10:30 Prayer Group 
6:30 School Board 

17 
8:25 CHAPEL K-8 
9:30 CHAPEL ECEC 
9:45 CHAPEL PK 
5:15 Bells of Joy 
6pm Confirmation 
6:30 Adult Choir 
6:30 GriefShare 
6:30 AL-ANON 
8:30 YAG 

18 
7:15am Men's Group 
11:30 SPL Dismissal 
Parent/Teacher Conf 
6:30 Theology Pub at 

Cob & Pen 

19 
NO SCHOOL 

Parent/Teacher Conf 
6-9pm MS Youth  

Escape Room  
Fundraiser 

20 
10-12pm Koffee Klutch 

 
Escape Room  

Fundraiser 
  

21 
8:30 WORSHIP 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 CG & CM 
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP 
7pm Adult VB  

Escape Room  
Fundraiser 

22 
12pm Esther Circle 
6-7:30 FPU 
6:15 SIS 
 

 

23 
9am Heritage 
10:30 Prayer Group 
 

 

24 
8:25 CHAPEL K-8 
5:15 Bells of Joy 
6pm Confirmation 
6:30 Adult Choir 
6:30 GriefShare 
6:30 AL-ANON 
8:30 YAG 

25 
7:15am Men's Group 
9:30 CHAPEL ECEC 
9:45 CHAPEL PK 
6:30 Food Bank Mtg. 

26 
6pm PTO Auction @ 

Rocking H Ranch 

27 
 

MILESTONE: 
Lord’s Supper  

Retreat 

28 
8:30 WORSHIP 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 CG & CM 
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP 
1st Communion 

3:30 Reformation @ 
Grace, Winter Haven 

7pm Adult VB  

29 
5pm Fall VB League 

6-7:30 FPU 
6:15 SIS 

30 
9am Heritage 
10:30 Prayer Group 
6:30 Lutheranism  

Class 

31 
8:25 CHAPEL K-8 
9:30 CHAPEL ECEC 
9:45 CHAPEL PK 
5:15 Bells of Joy 
6:30 Adult Choir 
6:30 GriefShare 
6:30 AL-ANON 
8:30 YAG 

   

NOVEMBER 
Newsletter articles due. 

CG = Community Group 
CM = Children’s Ministry 
ECEC = Early Childhood  
          Enrichment Center 
FPU = Financial Peace  
           University 
HS = High School 
MS = Middle School 
SIS = Sisters in Study 
VB = Volleyball 
YAG = Young Adult  
            Gathering 

SPLS AUCTION 2018 
OCTOBER 26 @ 6:30PM 

at The Rocking H Ranch 

KATIE’S LADIES—Our next meeting will be held  

Thursday, October 11th at 6:30pm at Ruby Tuesdays.  

All ladies are invited to come and be a part of our group. 

Our mission statement is: “Women of faith demonstrating 

Christ’s love in our family, church and community through 

education, service and prayer.”  

KOFFEE KLUTCH—All ladies are invited 

to join us on Saturday, October 20th, 10am-

12pm at the home of Barbara Heacock, 

Beacon Terrace: 2425 Harden Blvd. #261, 

863-944-6790 (RSVP).  



NON-PROFIT 

ORGANIZATION 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

LAKELAND, FL 

PERMIT NO. 85 
4450 Harden Boulevard, Lakeland, FL  33813 

 

Prayer Meeting & Walk 
Friday, October 5, 2018 @ 6:00-7:30pm 

meet in the Worship Center 
 

Workday to Assemble Bags 
Saturday, October 6, 2018 @ 8:30-Noon 

Athletic Center 
 

Distribution of Bags 
Sunday, October 7, 2018 after each service 


