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We are passionate followers of JESUS, making disciples by eagerly connecting the community with the faith, hope, and love that transforms. 

Thank God! 

Philippians, chapter 1 starts with this greeting:  

   “I thank my God every time I remember you.” 

As we enter the month of November, I believe we are more aware of our  

relationships with people. It’s a time where the probability of people gathering  

together increases: Thanksgiving, Christmas, Needs of others, Charity,  

Remembering, Reminiscing. It is a time of “firsts,” like the baby’s first Thanksgiving 

and Christmas, or “firsts” like the first Thanksgiving without a loved one who 

passed in the last year. Good and bad memories. Joys and sorrows. How do we 

deal with our relationships or lack of them?  

Paul gives us an insight for us to consider. Every time you remember a person, 

living or dead, a solid relationship or a bad relationship—give thanks. Paul had  

issues with these people from Philippi. He was thrown into prison when he was 

there (Acts 16). In fact, he likely writes this letter to them from prison in Rome. 

Yet, he chooses to live in the present and not the past. He chooses to not let his 

current conditions or his outlook of the present define him.  

So, from prison he thanks God every time he remembers the people God has 

brought into his life. What a life-changing view this would be for each of us if, with 

the Holy Spirit’s help, we could just stop and thank God for each person that 

comes to mind. Put the past behind us, forgive, let hurts and pains go and simply 

thank God even for the painful events and for the people in our life.  

There is freedom in turning things over to God. The past does not control you. 

The present circumstance of your life does not define you. By allowing God to take 

what you are currently holding close, by thanking God for the memory of that 

person, you are allowing God to deal with what you are feeling. He will not let you 

down. The Apostle Paul was not that tough of a guy. The only way he was able to 

let go of his past hurts and pains as well as deal with being imprisoned once again, 

was to start by thanking God.  

May each of you be given the Holy Spirit’s strength to thank God and feel the 

sense of freedom that comes with that action.  

 

God Bless and Happy Thanksgiving! Pastor Andy 
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“CONNECTING  
THE COMMUNITY  
TO CHRIST” 

Gathering is a natural activity often 
accomplished without much thought to 
the effort. The ‘grasp reflex’ of humans 
is alive and well. The evidence of  
harvest is obvious, whether gathered for 
others or for self.  

Reaping, on the other hand is more 
of a consequence, not easily gathered. 
For sure, what a person sows, they 
reap. What is important in sowing to 
obtain joy, meaning, or blessing? 

Inheritance is something that  
another person gives to, or for, another. 
For some it’s a birthright. For others it’s 
heirlooms with special meaning. For 
many it’s a natural inclination of familial 
love. God’s Word informs us that ‘God 
Himself is our inheritance.’ 

A plentiful harvest is a reoccurring 
reminder of God’s desire to give yields 
that produces sustenance among the 
living. Around the world, it’s a material 
ingathering that is enjoyed by the  
righteous and the wicked alike. Harvest 

THEOLOGY PUB 

Guys 21 and older meet with 

Pastor Andy at Beef O’Brady’s on 

S. FL Ave., on Wednesday,  

November 20
th

 at 6:30pm. 

Come, have a drink if you wish 

and some food or just join in the 

conversa$on as we look at what 

it means to be a Chris$an man in 

the world today. 

reminds us of the spiritual legacy as well! 
In collecting harvests from labor, Christian stewards 

return a portion to the One who provides all for use and  
enjoyment. Believers give their first-fruits to God as evidence 
of a 1st Commandment faith. When earthly life is complete, 
this giving can return a portion of the substance of a  
Christian steward’s harvest, so the Lord’s work is  
strengthened. A joyful tradition during biblical ages, it  
continues as a tradition in ours.  

Truly an undeserved heritage is given in God’s yields! 
St. Peter wrote under inspiration, “Jesus Christ has caused 
us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance that is  
imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for 
you. (1 Peter 1:3b-4) 

The gift of eternal life has been endowed on the Cross 
as an inheritance waiting for all who are called by the Holy 
Spirit. Consider reflecting such inheritance in your own 
plans. For more information contact Jim Pennington, SPLC 
Gift Planning Counselor, james.pennington@lfnd.org /  
863-370-0305. You can discover that your congregation has 
a trusted charitable guide available to encourage you to plan 
and direct your passion to give to family and beloved  
ministries, so others might know that your own heart is  
reformed and wholly devoted to God. 

HMONG MINISTRY MESSAGE 
      by Pastor Yang 
Acts 14:21-22 

The disciples preached the Good News in the city of 
Derby and won a large number of followers. Then they 
returned to Lystra, Iconium and Antioch, strengthening 
the disciples and encouraging them to remain true to the 
faith. “We must go through many hardships to enter the 
kingdom of God,” they said. 

Paul and Barnabas were persistent in their preaching 
of the Good News, considering the cost to themselves to 
be nothing in comparison with obedience to Christ. They 
had just narrowly escaped being stoned in Iconium, but 
the Jews from Antioch and Iconium tracked Paul down, 
stoned him and left him for dead. But Paul got up and 
went back into the city to preach the Good News. That’s 
true commitment! Being a disciple of Christ requires  
total commitment.  

As Christians, we no longer belong to ourselves but 
to our Lord, for whom we are called to suffer in this  
temporal life. 

High School  
SUMMER MISSION TRIP! 
JULY 11-18, 2020 
Panama City Beach, FL &  

Montgomery, AL 
$425 

Registration starts November 1st! 



Our mission for St. Paul Lutheran 
School is: Providing comprehensive 
educational excellence that nurtures 
the spirit, engages the mind and 

Concordia University Wisconsin 
CUW is a Lutheran higher education community committed to helping students develop in mind, body, and spirit for 
service to Christ in the Church and the World. Founded in 1881, Concordia University Wisconsin's main campus is 
located on 200 acres of beautiful Lake Michigan shoreline at 12800 N. Lake Shore Drive, Mequon. The university and 
its 10 educational centers and classroom locations are home to 7,618 undergraduate and graduate, traditional, as 
well as non-traditional students from 46 states and 28 foreign countries. The University offers 65+ undergraduate 
majors, 14 master's degree programs, and doctoral degrees in Physical Therapy, Pharmacy, and Nursing Practice. 

The University also offers a variety of adult learning opportunities. The university is affiliated with The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. 
For more information contact the university at (262) 243-4300 APPLY AT: https://www.cuw.edu/apply/  
 

November 17, 2019 is Concordia Sunday. The president of CUW, Rev. Dr. Roy Peterson, will be our guest 
speaker and will give a special message at both services that morning. 
 

COMING JANUARY 15, 2020 
The CUW Band & Orchestra will be on our campus to give the St. Paul community a concert at 7:00pm in our 
sanctuary. Light refreshments will follow the concert. Housing will be needed that night for these musicians.  
More details and a sign up sheet will be coming soon. Kristel Lehmker will be organizing this effort. If you would like to house some 
college students please contact her via email kblehmker@gmail.com or text 585-315-8935. On the morning of January 16th the CUW 
Band & Orchestra will give a concert to our SPL school student body and will interact with SPL student musicians.  

Mark your calendars now for this special event! 

GIFT CARDS  
Be sure to order $CRIP cards for your 
Christmas shopping! The prepaid Visa 
debit card comes in $50, $100 and $250 amounts and is 
accepted everywhere.  
♦ We have Honey Baked Ham gift cards on our list! 

No holiday table is complete without that honey 
baked ham.  

♦ Check out the 'Big List' of $CRIP cards to find your  
favorite places. You will find this 'Big List' at Ms. 
Jackie's front desk weekdays and at the Welcome 
Center Desk on Sunday mornings. 

♦ For those traveling over the Christmas break be 
sure to check our American Airlines, Delta, &  
Southwest for your flights; you may need a hotel for 
a few nights - Best Western, Embassy Suites,  
Hilton, Hotels.com are all available thru $CRIP's. 

♦ Cruising: check out the Disney cards and Royal  
Caribbean 13% rebate! 

♦ Driving to your destination? Check out all of our gas 
cards: BP, Kwik Start/Trip, Marathon, Pilot Flying J, 
Shell, Speedway, Sunoco, Super America and  
Wawa - use $CRIP gift cards and never any fear of 
identity theft. 

Place your Christmas orders now. 

"It May Look Like I'm Surrounded, But...""It May Look Like I'm Surrounded, But...""It May Look Like I'm Surrounded, But...""It May Look Like I'm Surrounded, But..." 
Sometimes setting words to music just make it that much more  

meaningful. 
Two weeks in a row, as I was heading to church early to prepare to 

lead Bible class, I had a radio station on that plays Gospel music. Not just 
Christian music. Gospel music of the kind that is very connected to African
-American church life. Both weeks the same song, “Surrounded (Fight My 
Battles),” was playing and, if you are familiar with Gospel music, you would 
not be surprised that the song lasted the entire length of my trip from home 
to church. 

The words were simple but profound. And it had extra meaning this 
week as our Bible study was tackling the Biblical accounts of the news that 
Mary would give birth to God's Son. We could imagine Mary saying, "It 
may look like I’m surrounded..." Think about her getting news that as a 
virgin, God had chosen her to carry His Son. Her position meant she 
risked divorce from her future husband. She risked terrible social stigma 
being pregnant before being married. She faced a very unknown future. 
Events of life looked like they surrounded her. 

But the Word says that the Holy Spirit encompassed her. In simple 
terms, it meant that God was covering her. Protecting her. Assuring her 
safety. We can picture her saying to her Lord, "It may look like I'm  
surrounded, but I'm surrounded by You.” 

The only other words of the song are these. "This is how I fight my 
battles." Mary fought her battles surrounded by her God. It may seem like 
you’re surrounded by life, by the challenges of parenting, by work...or lack 
thereof, by relationships, by doubts and fears. But you are surrounded by 
a God who loves you every bit as much as Mary. And you can fight those 
battles surrounded by that love. 

In His Children's service, Robert C. Boyd 
SPLS Principal 

 
P.S. The song apparently was written by the wife of Michael W. Smith and is 
also performed by him. For some reason I like the Gospel version even better. 
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Dachshunds, from what I understand, can be rather formidable 
little characters. They were originally bred to hunt badgers. They go 
down the hole that the badger lives in, capture the beast and bring it 
out. This makes for a pretty cantankerous little companion at times. 

But my dachshund, Luther, is not at all that way. He is a very 
sweet, kind spirit that just wants to be quiet, sleep and eat every 
chance he gets. In fact, I think I have heard him bark maybe five 
times in seven years. He’s just very peaceful. 

Jenny the Cat is also quite the kind spirit. She is just more active 
and at a year old, still kind of a challenge. She loves to get after  
Luther, especially if he is asleep on the bed with us. But she also 
shows a lot of love for Luther. She will curl up and sleep with him 
which Luther really can’t stand but he puts up with it.  

Neither one is evil or displays any wicked tendencies. Thank you, 
Lord Jesus, for that! 

Luther wrote about so many different things. One of the many 
subjects he touched on was wicked people. Having just gone through 
the season of Halloween, this caught my eye as I was reading Luther. 
In my years of ministering to inmates, most of them were basically 
misguided people but there were a few that truly scared me and 
haunted me after dealing with them. There was just a wickedness 
or evil in them.  

What causes this? Martin Luther looked at wickedness this 
way, “The wicked are the unbelievers. They are ungodly peo-
ple who have no faith in Christ. “ 

Luther believed wickedness is as much a matter of the 
heart as holiness. 

“No one suffers more from his wickedness and unbelief 
than he himself. The world delights to stay in darkness and 
suffer great unrest. The devil has greater martyrs than Christ 
has. They work harder to earn hell than Christians do to earn 
heaven. The godless do greater and tougher work than the 
godly do.” 

Martin Luther also cautions us not to envy the wicked. 
“Even if the godless enjoy very delightful times, I do not envy 
them; for nothing happens to them but that which happens to 
the pig, which is thrown into the pen and will soon be  
slaughtered.” 

Delight in the Lord Jesus and thank Him for loving each 
and every one of us as He does. Believe in the Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit and know that Christ the Savior gave His life 
so that we may have it abundantly. 

May God bless you through the holiday season ahead…
Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year’s. May all your days 
be peaceful and filled with the Joy and Hope of Him who loves 
you so much that He died on the Cross for you. Be as kind as 
Luther the Dachshund is. 

God will bless you and yours through the days and weeks 
ahead! Amen. 

—Chaplain Pete, Luther and Jenny 
 

OPERATION  
CHRISTMAS CHILD 
We will again participate in the 

Samaritan’s Purse annual project for children 2-14 
years old throughout the world. Start purchasing 
items to fill a shoe box.  

The deadline to fill a box is November 17.  
Pick up a shoebox and info. in the church lobby or 
office this month. Gift suggestions: 
  

● School supplies: pens, pencils, crayons, etc. 

● Toys: small cars, balls, dolls, stuffed animals, 
yo-yo’s  

● Hygiene items: toothbrush, comb, etc. 

● Other: T-shirt, socks, ball cap, watches,  
personal note 

● $9 for shipping 
  

PLEASE DO NOT INCLUDE: Candy; toothpaste; gum; 
used or damaged items; war-related items such as toy 
guns, knives, or military figures; chocolate or food; 
seeds; fruit rolls or other fruit snacks; drink mixes 
(powdered or liquid); liquids or lotions; medications or 
vitamins; breakable items such as snow globes or glass 
containers; aerosol cans.  

NEIGHBORHOOD CHRISTMAS STORE 
We have the opportunity once again to give the gift of 
giving by donating new unwrapped toys for ages 0-18 or 
donating money to purchase toys for Parker Street  

Ministries Christmas Store. Parents from an under-resourced neigh-
borhood receive the dignity of selecting and purchasing gifts for 
their children at 75% off the retail price. Starting next week, toys can 
be dropped off in the collection boxes located in the church  
lobby. Gift ideas are at the Welcome Center or you can go to 
www.psmlakeland.org/ChristmasStore. Volunteers are needed to 
work the store on Dec. 13, 6:30-9:00pm. Please contact Nick if you 
would like to help, 863-608-0475 / nmoss@stpaullakeland.org. 

Christ Lutheran Church’s 8
th

 Annual  

Christmas Bazaar & Craft Sale 

2715 Lakeland Hills Blvd. 

Saturday, December 7, 2019 8am-1pm 
  

Handcrafted items: wood bowls & stained glass, embroidered items, hand 
sewn items, handcrafted cards, cross stick & crochet, Christmas crafts & 

décor, knitted shawls, jewelry, quilts, wooden crafts,  
scrubbies & more 

  

Food, Drinks, Bake Sale, Drawings, Door Prized 

Proceeds donated to VISTE 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     
1 

FL-GA District MS 
Retreat—Nov. 1-3 

 

2 
9am Walk for Life @ 

1st Presbyterian 
Move Clocks Back 

3 
8:30 WORSHIP 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 BS & CM  
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP 
12:30-3pm HS Youth 
7-9pm Adult VB 

4 
8am Coffee with 
Pastor Andy 

5pm Fall VB League 
6:30 GriefShare 

5 
9am Heritage BS 
10:15 Prayer Group 

6:30 Trustees 

6 
8:25 CHAPEL K-8 
9:15 CHAPEL ECEC 
9:50 CHAPEL PK 
11:30 SPLS Dismissal 

5:15 Bells of Joy 
6pm Confirmation 
6:30 Adult Choir 
6:30 AL-ANON 

7 
7:15am Men's Group 
5:30 PB Rehearsal 
5:30 MOVING HOPE 

5:30 CancerCare @  
Beef O’Brady’s 

8 
 

9 
 

10 
8:30 WORSHIP 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 BS & CM  
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP 
7-9pm Adult VB 

11 
8:30 Circuit Pastor’s 
5pm Fall VB League 
6:30 GriefShare 

12 
9am Heritage BS 
10:15 Prayer Group 
11:30 Lunch Bunch 

@ Olive Garden 
4pm Endowment Bd. 
6:30 Lay Ministers 

13 
8:25 CHAPEL K-8 

5:15 Bells of Joy 
6pm Confirmation 
6:30 Adult Choir 
6:30 AL-ANON 
 

14 
7:15am Men's Group 
9:15 CHAPEL ECEC 
9:50 CHAPEL PK 
5:30 PB Rehearsal 
6:30 Katie’s Ladies 
7pm Marty’s Men 

15 
 
6-9pm MS Youth 

16 
8:30am Clay Shoot 
 

 
 
9am-1pm Craft Fair 
6:30 College Night @  

the Ritchie’s 

17 
8:30 WORSHIP 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 BS & CM  
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP 
12:30-3pm HS Youth 
 

18 
5pm Fall VB League 
6:30 GriefShare 
 
 

19 
9am Heritage BS 
10:15 Prayer Group 
1pm Knitting Ministry 
6:30 School Board 

20 
8:25 CHAPEL K-8 
9:15 CHAPEL ECEC 
9:50 CHAPEL PK 

5:15 Bells of Joy 
6:30 Adult Choir 
6:30 AL-ANON 
6:30 Theology Pub  

21 
7:15am Men's Group 
5:30 PB Rehearsal 
5:30 MOVING HOPE 

22 
10:30 Kindergarten  

Thanksgiving  
Play & Feast 

23 
 

24 
8:30 WORSHIP 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 BS & CM  
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP 
12pm Hmong Potluck 
12pm Decorate church  

for Christmas 

25 
 
 
8:30am Chess Camp 
5pm Fall VB League 
6:30 GriefShare 

26 
 
 
8:30am Chess Camp 

9am Heritage BS 
10:15 Prayer Group 

27 
 
 
8:30am Chess Camp 

5:15 Bells of Joy 
6:30 AL-ANON 
7pm Thanksgiving  

Worship 

8pm Adult Choir 

28 
CLOSED 

THANKSGIVING 
DAY 

29 
CLOSED 

30 

BS = Bible Study 
CM = Children’s Ministry 
ECEC = Early Childhood Enrichment Center 
HS = High School 
MS = Middle School 
PB = Praise Band 
VB = Volleyball 

DECEMBER 
Newsletter articles due. 

CLAY SHOOT GROUP 

Join us for our next  

Sporting Clay Shoot event on  

Saturday, November 16,  

at Tenoroc Shooting Range,  

3755 Tenoroc Mine Rd, Lakeland, at 

8:30am until finished (10:30-11am). 

Optional lunch to follow. There are 

shotguns for rent or you can bring your 

own (need at least 30 shotgun shells). 

Thanksgiving Eve Worship 

Wednesday, November 27th 

at 7:00pm 
 

Bring an offering of  
personal hygiene items (deodorant,  
toothpaste, toothbrush, shampoo,  

bars of soap, etc.) for Moving Hope Ministry 

Thanksgiving Break: NO SCHOOL - ECEC & EAGLE’S CLUB OPEN 

COFFEE WITH PASTOR ANDY—MONDAY NOVEMBER 4TH 
Stop in and have a cup of coffee. Purpose? Do you need one? If so, 

let’s just say, to get to know each other better and chat about life, 
sports, Jesus…whatever! Starts at 8:00am until 9ish or when we’re 

done! Find pastor Andy in the church lobby! He promises no leftover 
coffee from Sunday morning will be served! 
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Saturday, November 16  @  9amSaturday, November 16  @  9amSaturday, November 16  @  9amSaturday, November 16  @  9am----1pm1pm1pm1pm    

St. Paul Fellowship Center 
Sponsored by Katie’s Ladies 

 
CALLING ALL CRAFTERS 

Anyone interested in setting up a booth to sell their crafts please contact 
Sandy Jones, 813-323-2773 or Barbara Heacock, 863-944-6790 for  
available booth size and cost.  
 

Proceeds from the booth rental, bake sale, & raffles will be donated to 
MOVING HOPE INC. whose mission is to provide hunger relief and other  
social services to people in need in Polk County. MOVING HOPE INC. stands 
on four pillars: Hope, Dignity, Relationships and Serving. 
 

Come and enjoy some of Katie’s Ladies baked goods and door prizes. 

THRIVENT FINANCIAL will  
provide a Shredding Truck  
between the hours of  

10am-12pm  
on the day of the Craft Fair,  

November 16th.  
Here’s your chance to dispose of 

unwanted documents and  
info-sensitive papers.  

�Please bring personal hygiene 
items to donate to  

 


