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We are passionate followers of JESUS, making disciples by eagerly connecting the community with the faith, hope, and love that transforms. 

      The month of November brings with it our National Day of  

Thanksgiving. Although it is always good and right to give God thanks 

and praise, thanksgiving is a very special time to gather with friends 

and family to count our blessings and give thanks to God.  

     When I think of Thanksgiving, I don’t only think about the turkey and 

all the fixings and a good nap on the couch, my heart and mind goes 

to God who is the giver of all good gifts. I think of the Apostles Creed 

which teaches us about our God who has given us these great gifts. 

     The first Article says, “I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker 

of heaven and earth” with the following explanation in Luther’s small catechism: 
 

“I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me my body and soul, 

eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all my senses, and s�ll takes care of them. He 

also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, wife and children, land 

animals and all that I have. He richly and daily provides me with all that I need to support 

this body and life. He defends me against all dangers and guards and protects me from all 

evil. All this He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or 

worthiness in me. For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey Him.” 
 

Not only has God given us this earthly abundance, but more importantly, He gives us His 

Son Jesus Christ as taught in the second Article of the Apostles Creed. We have salvation 

through Him, the forgiveness of our sins and eternal life.  
 

“He purchased and won me from all sins, from death and from the power of the devil; not 

with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and His innocent suffering and death.” 
 

We have also been given the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the fellowship of the 

body of believers, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body and life everlasting as 

taught in the third Article of the Creed.  
 

“The Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gi&s, sanc�fied and 

kept me in the true faith.”  
 

What an amazing gift to have the Holy Spirit living in me to teach me, guide me and keep 

me in the faith. 

We are blessed beyond measure by the God who loves us fully. God has given us all we 

need while we are here on earth and all we need beyond this earthly life. So I encourage all of 

us to take some time this month to count our blessings and give thanks and praise to our 

God who has given us such abundance. Have a blessed Thanksgiving.  
 

Thanksgiving worship is on Wednesday, November 21
st

 at 6:30pm.  

Please join us as we together to give God thanks.  

Count  Your Blessings  

Pastor Ron Pennekamp 
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God’s Word informs us that ‘from dust we 

were created, and to dust we will return.’ 

This life’s vanity can be quite bleak. The 

Old Testament figure, Job, was faced with 

tough circumstances during his vexed life. 

We too face hollow days, absent of joy. 

However, we are not ever without hope. 

With Job we can declare that, we “know 

that our Redeemer lives, and at the last He 

will stand upon the earth. And a)er our 

skin has been thus destroyed, yet in our 

flesh we shall see God.” (Job 19:25-26) 

Not-with-standing temporal death, the 

wonder of human crea6on is blessed with 

the breath of life and the full life that our 

Creator and Redeemer God offers to all 

mankind. 

Without a doubt, there is much in earthly 

life to be grateful for. St. Paul asks the  

Corinthian Chris6ans, “What do you have 

that wasn't given to you?” (1 Corinthians 

4:7) This ques6on helps us to focus on 

life’s essen6al reality. Indeed, all of life and 

life’s resources are a gi) from the Giver 

and Redeemer of crea6on. 

The gi) of bap6smal faith helps people see 

through a grateful lens. Many think they 

are the masters of their own des6ny. Their 

hopes and despairs are products of organic 

sources with no eternal consequences.  

Not so for people with faith’s gi). Being  

created and redeemed for eternal purpos-

es gives confidence that transcends the 

tangible bounds of intellectual, physical or 

emo6onal limita6ons. Faith opens the 

heart of gra6tude, so people see a full life.  

In Christ, we have every reason to be 

grateful! Given blessings to enjoy during 

the earthly pilgrimage, plus a sense of  

confidence that the journey never ends 

Transfer	The	Blessings	

Eternity Workshop 
Saturday, November 3, 2018 

9:00 AM to 12:00 PM 
 

St. Paul Lutheran - Conference Room 
 

Are these things important to you? 

• That at your death, your family is not burdened 
with questions that you should have already 
answered? 

• That you have a current will/trust that names 
who you want to handle your desires, names a 
guardian for minor children? 

• That you leave a “faith legacy” to family and 
friends that you love? 

• That, if your loved ones (child, spouse, etc.) 
are in a serious accident, that the doctors will 
share information with you? 

• That, after your time on earth is done, you 
leave the very best gifts to the family you love 
and the ministries you care about? 

 

Give	your	loved	ones	the	gift	of		

peace	of	mind. 

This workshop will help you prepare: 
�your medical care at life’s end 
�your burial 
�your will/trust 
�your funeral or memorial service  
�your vital records 

 

Sign	up	to	attend	by	calling	the	church	

of�ice	(863)	644-7710.		

Refreshments	will	be	provided.	 

captures death as a nap of peace. Hope 

illuminates internal joy that present  

circumstances can’t restrain. We have 

much to give thanks for! 

When we are given an opportunity to put 

our gra6tude on display as a tes6mony for 

others, most behave as if God is completely 

forgoDen. Let that not be the testament of 

your life or will. Make your last will and 

testament an exclama6on for the eternal 

and temporal gi)s that you have been  

given by God. Direct your thanksgiving to 

support His purposes and exalt the  

Creator’s praise now and in the future. For 

more informa6on, contact Jim Pennington, 

SPLC Gi) Planning Counselor, at 863-370-

0305 or james.pennington@lfnd.org. 



NEIGHBORHOOD CHRISTMAS STORE 
We have the opportunity once again to give the gift of giving by 

donating new unwrapped toys for ages 0-18 or donating money to 

purchase toys for Parker Street Ministries Christmas Store. Parents 

from an under-resourced neighborhood receive the dignity of  

selecting and purchasing gifts for their children at 75% off the retail 

price. Toys can be dropped off in the 

collection boxes located in the church 

lobby until December 2nd. Gift ideas are 

at the Welcome Center or you can go to 

www.psmlakeland.org/ChristmasStore. 

Volunteers are needed to work the 

store on Dec. 7, 6:30-9:00pm. Please 

contact Nick if you would like to help, 

nmoss@stpaullakeland.org 

863-608-0475. 

This month we are having a food drive called “Give a TON!” We are asking our church members to 

bring in food items each Sunday to help keep our pantry shelves stocked through the holidays. For 

the month of November, a scale and table will be set up in the church lobby for you to weigh your 

donations as you drop them off. We will keep track of the number of pounds of food donated. If you 

would prefer to make a monetary donation, each dollar you give will count as 1 pound of food. 

Please memo your check “Pantry.” Let’s see if we can collect a ton/2,000 pounds of food! Here are 

some pantry item suggestions: Pasta, pasta sauce, mac & cheese, cereals, peanut butter, jelly, 

canned ravioli/meats, soups, rice, boxed meals, canned fruits, canned vegetables. (Paper  

grocery bags are also needed.) Thank you for helping feed the hungry in our community! 
  

In conjunction with this food drive effort, we are asking for donations to purchase 200 hams  

($8 each) for a Food Give Away that we are planning in February. If you would like to help, please 

memo your check “Hams.” Thank you! 

Mark Your Mark Your Mark Your Mark Your     
CalendarsCalendarsCalendarsCalendars    
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8TH 

St. Paul Fellowship Center 
5:00-6:00pm Cocktails & Hors d’oeuvre 
6:00-7:00pm Dinner & Program 
  

Gloria has served as our Minister of Music for 

22 years. Plan to come and help us celebrate her 

faithful years of musical service. No gifts please.  

If you like, just bring a       note (card) of thanks 

and your well wishes.  

So we can plan for the right amount of food, 

please RSVP to our office receptionist Jackie, at 

863-644-7710, by December 3rd. (limited seating) 

Gloria’s last day to play the organ as our  

Minister of Music will be at the Thanksgiving Eve 

service on Wednesday, November 21st, 6:30pm. 
  

To God be the gloryTo God be the gloryTo God be the gloryTo God be the glory! 

 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

For 25 years, Samaritan’s Purse has been bringing 
great joy and the Good News of Jesus Christ to millions 
of children across the globe through its Operation 

Christmas Child project. God is using this exciting project to transform 
lives—and even entire communities! YOU have an opportunity to partner in 
this project to bring the gospel to boys and girls in more than 100 countries. 
In the Welcome Center, is an Operation Christmas Child display, including 
boxes for you to take. In each box is a list of suggested items to include for 
various age categories. On display is a copy of “The Greatest Journey,” a 
beautiful picture presentation of the great Bible stories, how Jesus came to 
earth as a baby, His message to the people, ultimate sacrifice for our sins 
and the offer of eternal life. Many children enroll in this follow-up disciple-
ship program, learn to follow Christ and share Him with others. If you do 
not wish to fill a box, perhaps you’d like to make a $9 donation to cover 
shipping expenses. (Make checks payable to St. Paul and write OCC in the 
memo line.) Bring your filled boxes to St. Paul by Nov. 11.  

May God bless you! 
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In last month’s installment of the continuing saga of 
Talks with Luther, I told you about little Luther the 
Dachshund’s stressful time dealing with the new fur 

baby in the house…four month old Jenny the Cat. My 
Luther is a very sensitive, gentle spirit (which is quite  

unusual for a dachshund as they all usually have really big attitudes!) and 
he has faced the new addition in our house with quiet indignation.  

This led me to thinking about our lives and the things we face, the  
afflictions that come before us and challenge us emotionally and spiritually. 
It is these very afflictions and challenges that shape us and give us strength 
or bring out our weaknesses. This, in turn, led me to look at what Luther 
wrote about afflictions. 

Luther brings up some vitally important points. “When some bodily 
affliction presses heavily on us, our conscience soon speaks up. Always 
pressed and whipped by the devil, who gathers up all the circumstances, 
our hearts anxiously look about and tries to determine in what way we have 
offended God the most.” We all have tendency to do this, don’t we? Is God 
mad at me? What have I done to offend God? Is this punishment? 

No. Luther explains, “When a Christian feels the cross, he should not 
permit himself to be weakened so that he is inclined to do nothing but weep 
and lament. He should think: I have a gracious God in heaven; He treats 
me as He treats all His children and through such temptations, troubles and 
adverse experiences He wants to remind me of my sins and admonish me 
to repent that I may become more pious and guard myself against sins and 
remain His child.” 

“Whoever acts like this is using the cross aright and does not become 
impatient in suffering; nor does he permit his impatience to move him to 
seek forbidden remedies and help. Rather he waits for God’s help and 
prays for it,” Luther points out. “Afflictions are actually proof of God’s love 
for us. The fact that Christians are exercised by the cross and by afflictions 
is a proof that divine Grace and benevolence rest on them.”“For when they 

persevere in faith in the promise and hold out, very great 
and incredible blessings follow,” summed up the Reformer. 

Please always try to keep this in mind, especially in 
times of stress and adversity. When problems and  
challenges weight us down, God the Father is with us  
always…always. He never, ever leaves us nor forsakes 
us! Take comfort! 

Now, how do I get this across to Luther the  
Dachshund? Wonderfully, Luther and Jenny are starting to 
become close. I woke up yesterday morning to find them 
asleep together on the bed between us. 

God is so good! May your month be truly wonderful 
with the blessings of the Thanksgiving holiday! 

May peace through Jesus Christ be yours. Amen and 
amen!!! 

—Chaplain Pete & little Luther & Jenny 
 

The LCMS National Youth Gathering is in  

Minneapolis, Minnesota, next summer.  

St. Paul's High School Youth Ministry is now 

registering high school students. Below is a 

list of those that have signed up. Please keep 

these young people and their adult leaders in 

your prayers as they prepare for this event! High School students can still sign 

up. Contact Jon Klockziem, jek6x6@gmail.com or Nick Moss, 

nmoss@stpaullakeland.org, for more information. 

SENIORS 

Emily Aqui 
Logen Balestreri 
Jacob Barnett 
Daniel Djankhah 
Emily Foppe 
David Ritchie 

JUNIORS 

George Elliott 
Michael Flores 
Ryan Horsman 
Lane McRae 
Agnes Smith 
Madeline Umscheid 
Brenden Vern 

SOPHOMORES 

Grace Aqui 
Corbin Balestreri 
Anna Foppe 
Daniel Marra 
Grace Ritchie 
Jonas VanWinkle 

FRESHMEN 

Quinn Blain 
Giovanni Burke 
Andrew Cheyne 
Madison Crouthamel 
Logan Dame 
Henry Elliott 
Marianne Holt 
Michaela Pierson 
Bre Raymond 
Jack Smith 
Rachel Southmayd 
Spencer Willey 

ADULTS: Jason Harris, Jon Klockziem, Wil Lehmker,  
             Ashley Pridgen, Lea Tolzmann 

 

High School Youth fundraiser 
  
  
  
  

has been extended through the month 
of November. Make your reservations 

with Nick Moss, 863-644-7710 / 
nmoss@stpaullakeland.org. 
—$15 pp or $40 family— 

Thank you for 
participating in Saturate 
Lakeland. We are almost done covering our 3300 homes 
with the gift of the Gospel packets that we placed on the 
doorknobs. We had some great personal encounters with 
people sharing the hope that we have in Christ. Please pray 
for the other churches participating that they would have the 
same kind of success. We may have some more opportuni-
ties to help them in the days ahead. If you would like to be 
part of that let me know. Pastor Ron, 863-644-7710 / 
rpennekamp@stpaullakeland.org. 

 

ST. PAUL STUDENTS SERVING 

Every Wednesday, after Chapel, our 5th grade students take 
time to straighten and stock our pews as a way to serve the 
church. We thank them for their time and efforts in helping 
keep our Worship Center tidy and neat.  
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  
 

 
 

 
 

1 
7:15am Men's Group 
5:30 CancerCare 
6pm Church Properties 

 

2 
7:30am SPLS  

Donuts for Dads 
 

MS FL-GA Youth 
Gathering 

3 
9am Eternity Workshop 

MS FL-GA Youth 
Gathering 

5pm Katie’s Ladies 
serve @Talbot House 

4 
MS FL-GA Youth 

Gathering 
8:30 WORSHIP 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 CG & CM 
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP 
7pm Adult VB  

5 
5pm Fall VB League 
6-7:30 FPU 
6:15 SIS 

6 
9am Heritage Begins 
10:15 Prayer Group 

6:30 Trustees 

7 
8:25 CHAPEL K-8 
9:30 CHAPEL ECEC 
9:45 CHAPEL PK 
5:15 Bells of Joy 
6:30 Adult Choir 
6:30 GriefShare 
6:30 AL-ANON 
8:30 YAG 

8 
7:15am Men's Group 
6:30 Katie’s Ladies  
7pm Marty’s Men 

9 
 

 

10 
10am Katie’s Ladies 
delivery of Hero bags 

11 
8:30 WORSHIP 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 CG & CM 
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP 
12:30-3pm LCMS 
Youth Gathering Mtg. 

12 
High School Youth 

Server Event 
 

5pm Fall VB League 
6:15 SIS 

13 
9am Heritage Begins 
10:15 Prayer Group 
11:30 Lunch Bunch 

@ Jason’s Deli 
4:30 Endowment 
6:30 Lay Ministers 
6:30 Food Bank Mtg 

14 
8:25 CHAPEL K-8 
5:15 Bells of Joy 
6:30 Adult Choir 
6:30 GriefShare 
6:30 AL-ANON 
8:30 YAG 

15 
7:15am Men's Group 
9:30 CHAPEL ECEC 
9:45 CHAPEL PK 
6:30 Theology Pub at 

Cob & Pen 

16 
6-9pm MS Youth  

17 
8-12pm CPR Training 
9-11 Sport Clay Shoot 

 
  

18 
Katie’s Ladies  
BAKE SALE 

8:30 WORSHIP 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 CG & CM 
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP 
 

19 
NO SCHOOL 

ECEC & Eagle’s Club 
Open 7am-6pm 

5pm Fall VB League 
6:15 SIS 
 

 

20 
NO SCHOOL 

ECEC & Eagle’s Club 
Open 7am-6pm 

9am Heritage 
10:15 Prayer Group 
6:30 School Board 
 

 

21 
NO SCHOOL 

ECEC & Eagle’s Club 
Open 7am-6pm 

6:30 Thanksgiving 
Eve Worship 

6:30 AL-ANON 
8:30 YAG 

22 
CLOSED 

THANKSGIVING 
DAY 

23 
CLOSED 

24 
 

25 
8:30-1pm  

Blood Mobile 
8:30 WORSHIP 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 CG & CM 
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP 
12pm Hmong Potluck 

26 
5pm Fall VB League 
6:15 SIS 

27 
9am Heritage 
10:15 Prayer Group 

 

28 
8:25 CHAPEL K-8 
5:15 Bells of Joy 
6:30 Adult Choir 
6:30 AL-ANON 
8:30 YAG 

29 
7:15am Men's Group 
9:30 CHAPEL ECEC 
9:45 CHAPEL PK 

30 
6-9pm MS Youth  

 

DECEMBER 
Newsletter articles due. 

CG = Community Group 
CM = Children’s Ministry 
ECEC = Early Childhood  
          Enrichment Center 
FPU = Financial Peace  
           University 
HS = High School 
MS = Middle School 
SIS = Sisters in Study 
VB = Volleyball 
YAG = Young Adult  
            Gathering 

KATIE’S LADIES—On November 3rd, we will go to Talbot House to 

serve dinner at 5:00pm. Please wear your purple shirt. All ladies are invited 
to come and be a part of our group.  

BAKE SALE - SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 18TH 
Get ready for some delicious homemade treats made by our  
Katie’s Ladies group just in time for the Thanksgiving holidays. 

SAVE THE DATE! APRIL 5-7, 2019! 
The Seven Principles Workshop for Couples  

This educational workshop is designed to help couples 
improve their friendship and conflict management skills. 
Presenters are John and Tracey  
Crawley from Newport News, Virginia.   

CLAY SHOOT GROUP—Join us for our next Clay Shoot event on  

November 17, at Tenoroc Shooting Range, 3755 Tenoroc Mine Rd, Lakeland, 
at 9:00am. Optional lunch to follow. There are shotguns 
for rent or you can bring your own (need at least 30 
shotgun shells). Guys are welcome to bring their sons or 
daughters to shoot. The course takes about an hour and 
a half for 15 stations, shooting 2 clays per station.  
Sign up at the Welcome Center. 
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Thanksgiving Eve Worship 

Wednesday, November 21st 

at 6:30pm 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Bring an offering of canned goods  
for our food pantry 

“Give thanks to the Lord, for His love endures forever.” 1 Chronicles 16:34 


