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We are passionate followers of JESUS, making disciples by eagerly connecting the community with the faith, hope, and love that transforms. 

Senior Pastor Cal l  

The Senior Pastor Call Committee would like to thank the congregation for entrusting such a 
great responsibility to us. We are keenly aware of the task before us and covet your prayers 
for God’s guidance. 
 

Our first meeting was on February 25, 2019 with Pastor Dean Pfeffer, our Circuit Visitor. 
We outlined a flow chart of the process for calling a Senior Pastor. We have two paths. The 
first path would be to propose a Change of Status for Pastor Andy Ritchie from Associate 
Pastor to Senior Pastor. The second path would be to ask the FL-GA District and the  
congregation for names of potential candidates for Senior Pastor. 
 

After our first meeting, Pastor Pfeffer spoke with Pastor Andy who agreed to be considered 
for the Senior Pastor position. The Call Committee reviewed the Senior Pastor’s job  
description and with much prayer and deliberation, we decided to move forward and  
interview Pastor Andy. We met with Pastor Andy on April 1, 2019. We talked with him 
about some very significant questions regarding the Senior Pastor position. Following that 
meeting, we unanimously voted to move forward with the Change of Status process for  
Pastor Andy to transition from Associate Pastor to Senior Pastor. 
 

We are holding two Town Hall meetings in the Fellowship Center.  
—Sunday, May 5th at 4pm— 
—Monday, May 6th at 7pm— 

 

The format will be the same at each meeting, but offered at two different days/times. Each 
meeting will be an hour long and will serve as a forum for you, the congregation, to hear 
from Pastor Andy. Our Circuit Visitor, Pastor Pfeffer will be moderating. There will also be 
a time for questions that you can ask of Pastor Andy and the Call Committee. 
 

�A special Voters’ Meeting to change Pastor Andy’s status from Associate to Senior 

Pastor is anticipated for June 2nd at 4pm. 

 
We have been praying for our Heavenly Father’s guidance throughout this process. We  
pray that we would be able to discern His will for the congregation of St. Paul Lutheran in  
Lakeland, FL. Thank you for keeping us in prayer for the same. 
 

In His Mighty Name, 
 

Committee Members: Randy Andersen, Peter Bennett, Don Diltz, Joe Glossick,  
Jennifer Judge, Lori Lee Joerz, Charisse Pacheco, Richard Saxton 

Advisors: Robert Boyd and Nick Moss 



The Resurrec
on truth glows with the Power of God’s love. Like the waters in Cana’s 

wedding vessels, we, who worship the God who rescued us, see our Lord’s face and blush at 

such radiance.  

The a erglow of Christ’s resurrec
on offers hope to all who sit in darkness. No
ce how 

ancient prophesies reference wealth as a gi  of the Spirit. “In that day the deaf shall hear 

the words of a book, and out of their gloom and darkness the eyes of the blind shall see. The 

meek shall obtain fresh joy in the Lord, and the poor among mankind shall exult in the Holy 

One of Israel.” Isaiah 19: 18-19 

Many stewards respond to God’s gi  and live in the glimmer of Crea
ons’ First-Fruits. 

They make life’s decisions as living icons, seeing the blaze in the empty tomb’s grace, and 

are compelled not to keep it to themselves. (2 Cor. 6:1) 

Yet none of us can withstand life’s tempta
ons like our Savior did. Fears and lack of  

confidence turn us inward, as if the world beyond our homes loses priority. Yet through 

Word and Sacrament God’s Spirit stokes eternity’s embers within us. When it ignites, our 

lives reflect God’s light near and far. 

Many hearts are bound by despair. Yet compelling news promised through Isaiah speaks 

directly to our despair. “Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf 

unstopped; then shall the lame man leap like a deer, and the tongue of the mute sing for 

joy. For waters break forth in the wilderness and streams in the desert.” Isaiah 35:5-6 

The resurrec
ons’ glow enables we who are poor in spirit to exult the One who redeems 

and reconciles slaves. A freedom brought by the giver of life tastes so sweet to people who 

formerly confessed spiritual slavery. As the flames of God’s victory over death shine in a  

cap
ve heart, its miracle of release turns the cap
ve into a light bearer to the world. 

The glow of resurrec
on offers a light to our path of fruiAul service. It guides our  

journey and illuminates good works to honor and glorify ‘Our Father.’ In this Glow, His will is 

done on earth, even as it is in Heaven. 

For more informa
on, contact Jim Pennington, SPLC Gi  Planning Counselor, at 863-370

-0305 or james.pennington@lfnd.org, to learn how your trusted guide can encourage you to 

plan and direct your passion to give to loved ones and cherished ministries, to design your 

estate and financial gi  plan in the Glow of the Resurrec
on. 
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♦ 
ASSOCIATE PASTOR 
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♦ 
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Zong Yang 

♦ 
DIRECTOR OF  
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Nick Moss 

♦ 
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♦ 
PRINCIPAL 
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♦ 
EARLY CHILDHOOD 
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SERVICES 
Sunday Morning 

8:30am—Worship &  

Children’s Church 

9:45-10:45am— 

Children’s Ministries & Adult 

Bible Studies  

Ten47am—Contemporary  
Worship & Children’s Church 

♦ 
HMONG SERVICES 
Sunday Morning 

9am Choir & Bible Study 
10:45am Worship 

♦ 
 
 

“CONNECTING  
THE COMMUNITY  
TO CHRIST” 

In the Glow of Resurrection 

ESSAY CONTEST WINNERS  

On April 17th, Karaline Oglialoro, Ava Peck 

and Megan Rosa were awarded a $50 gi  

card and a tui
on credit from the SPL  

Advancement Fund. Second place winners 

received a $25 gi  card. The students  

par
cipated in an essay contest wri
ng 

about this school year's theme, "Building 

Up." The teachers of the three winning 

students will be receiving a $300 

academic/ enrichment grant to u
lize for 

their students and classrooms.  

The Advancement Fund was established to provide an orderly way to manage legacy gi s 

from donors and encourage the confidence of donors to consider such gi s to the various 

Fund accounts, such as the Tui
on Assistance and Academic Enrichment accounts." 



GETTING TO KNOW MICHELLE 
Many of you know Pastor Andy but the 
same can’t be said for his wife, Michelle. 
Please consider coming to hear Michelle 
talk about her ministry as a crisis and  
disaster response coordinator for the  
Minnesota North and South district of the 
LCMS as well as her work with LCMS 
World Relief and Human Care in places 
like Haiti after the earthquake. She will be 
speaking on May 5th in the Fellowship 
Center during the normal Bible class hour 
at 9:45am. 

ARTS IN THE AFTERNOON 
MAY 5, 2019 @ 3 PM 

 

The students of our Fine Arts 
School of Central Florida (FASCF) 

are preparing for their year-end 
recital. You are invited to come 

and enjoy these talented students 
perform on the piano, drums, and 

guitar, on  
Sunday, May 5 at 3:00pm  

in the Worship Center.  
SPLS student’s art work will also 
be on display for your enjoyment.  

Director of Music Candidate: Ken Sherman 
Thursday, May 9th @ 7pm 

TOWNHALL 

MEETING 
With much prayer and deliberation, 
the Music Task Force would like to 

present to you, the following  
candidate and offer you the  
opportunity to hear from this  

candidate at a Town Hall meeting 
held in the Fellowship Center.  

 

JOIN-US! 

YOUR IMPACT! 
Dollar for dollar, your new donation to  

The Capital Campaign 
(memo on your check: Double Down on Debt) 

 

will be matched up to 

$100,000 
Commitment Sunday, May 5 

8:30am & ten47am 
or give online at www.stpaullakeland.org 

HELP US DOUBLE DOWN ON DEBT 
Through a bequest of one of our members, we are able to offer a matching 

challenge to our five year Moving the MountainMoving the MountainMoving the MountainMoving the Mountain Capital  

Campaign that began in 2015. For every dollar newly given or newly pledged 
to the campaign there will be a dollar for dollar match, up to $100,000.  
A letter was mailed out to all our members explaining this exciting match  
opportunity. Sunday, May 5th is Commitment Sunday and we will collect 
commitment cards (these are also available at the Welcome Center) during 
our worship services and celebrate what the Lord has done. 

SPLS 8TH GRADE  
GRADUATION  

    THURSDAY, MAY 23 
@ 7:30pm  

Our guest speaker is  

Lt. Col. Edmund A. Torraca,  

Deputy Regional Disaster Officer 

at American Red Cross, Greater 

New York Region. (He is a  

product of Lutheran education and 

a former student of Mrs. Joerz) 

NOTE FROM WINTER FRIENDS 

Bob & Nancy Holden want to thank St. Paul for the 20 years of Worship, Bible  

classes, lunches, for the ‘fact’ the Spirit used St. Paul in furthering our growth in 

Him, for the laughter, the Joy, the kindnesses “you” have blessed us with! St. Paul 

will continue in our prayers in Michigan. ‘You’ will continue to have a special place in 

our hearts! We will never/could never; forget the 20 winters we spent with ‘YOU’!  

Hugs and Love to All! 



CAREMATS 
Barbara Devault, from our 
SPL Knitting & Crocheting 
Ministry has started a  
project for the homeless. 
 

Caremats are made from approximately 600 grocery bags 
which have been cut into 3” wide strips and then joined. The 
product is called Plarn. The plarn is crocheted to make a 36” X 
72” mat and a 50” carrying strap. Only plastic grocery bags are 
usable for this purpose. Bags from other stores 
are too stiff and heavy to blend well. The 
mats are non-absorbent and provide 
some cushioning from a hard  
surface. They can be washed with 
a hose and dry quickly. The Plarn 
is pretty much indestructible and 
does not support life so the mat 
will not become moldy. It took 
about 2½ months to collect and 
process the bags into one mat 
by one person.  
If you would like to learn more 
about making these mats for the 
homeless, contact Barbara at 
badevault42@gmail.com. If you 
would like to donate clean, dry bags it 
is very helpful if they are flattened and 
folded rather than scrunched. Drop bag 
donations off at the Welcome Center or office. 

 

PLANNING FOR  
SUMMER BREAK 
St. Paul Lutheran School offers summer 
programming for children 15 months 
through 5th grade. Camps provide  
adventure and fun in a spiritual environ-
ment from June 3 through August 2.  
Go to our school website under the  
Programs and Clubs tab for more info 

and registration, www.splslakeland.org or stop by the school office 
during the week. 

 

LAKELAND 
THE NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER | MAY2, 2019 

 
 
 

Unite in Prayer 
Lake Mirror Promenade 6-8 pm 

& City Hall 12-1 pm 
 

� PRAY for AMERICA � 

LOVE ONE ANOTHER 
LOVE ONE ANOTHER JUST AS I HAVE LOVED YOU. JOHN 13:34 

EASTER FEEDBACK 
Easter is such a wonderful time of year 
when we see so many visitors at our 
church services. All three services were very well attended: 
7:00am = 193, 9:00am = 503 & 11:00am = 230, total of 926.  
Hmong service 55. Here are several of comments we received: 
 

My children and I came to Easter Service. Let me just say I 

was impressed and overwhelmed with the amount of Love that 

was shown to my children and I. I did not feel like an outsider 

at all. —Marilyn (visitor) 
 

Just a note to express appreciation for our Easter morning 

Worship experience at SPLC. We intentionally attended the 

more formal service. So glad we did. It was a soul enriching 

experience—depth, wide, height, light, truth, beauty, mystery, 

Presence. Thank you and all those who contributed to the  

worship. —Blessings, Philip (visitor) 
 

It was the absolute biggest and most exciting Easter Sunday 

service I have ever had the opportunity to participate in, and I 

give all the glory to God for helping all of us to bring the  

Easter message to so many. —Barbara (organist) 

Our Senior Pastor Ron Pennekamp is retiring  
at the end of June. We are planning an “Adventure Awaits”  

Retirement Dinner on Saturday, June 29th from 5:00-7:00pm in our  
Athletic Center. Please save this date and plan to come and help  

celebrate Pastor Ron & Barb and what a blessing they have been to all 
of us and to this Ministry. We have a special gift in mind for them; if 

you would like to contribute, contact the church office.  
More info coming, but for now  

SAVE: JUNE 29, 2019! 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

 
 

 
 

1 
8:25 CHAPEL K-5 
9:15 CHAPEL ECEC 
9:45 CHAPEL PK 
6:30 AL-ANON 
8:30 YAG 

2 
NATIONAL DAY OF 

PRAYER 
7:15am Men's Group 
5:30 CancerCare 
6pm Church Properties 

3 
 

4 
8am Spring VB  

Tournament 
10am Girl Scouts  

Bridge Ceremony 

5 
COMMITMENT  

SUNDAY 
8:30 WORSHIP 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 CG & CM 
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP 
3pm FASCF Recital 
4pm Town Hall Mtg. 

6 
7pm Town Hall Mtg 

7 

9am Heritage 
10:15 Prayer Group 

5:30 Trustees 

8 
8:25 CHAPEL K-8 
6:30 AL-ANON 
6:30 Adult Choir 
8:30 YAG 

9 
7:15am Men's Group 
9:15 CHAPEL ECEC 
9:45 CHAPEL PK 
6:15 Katie’s Ladies 
7pm Marty’s Men 
7pm Town Hall Mtg 

10 
6-9pm MS Youth 

 

11 
 

12 
MOTHER’S DAY 
8:30 WORSHIP 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 CG & CM 
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP 
12pm Hmong Potluck 

13 
 

 

14 
9am Heritage 
10:15 Prayer Group 

11:30 Lunch Bunch 
@ Olive Garden 

5:30 Sports Awards 
6:30 Lay Ministers 

15 
8:25 CHAPEL K-8 
9:15 CHAPEL ECEC 
9:45 CHAPEL PK 
6:30 AL-ANON 
6:30 Adult Choir 
8:30 YAG 

16 
7:15am Men's Group 
2pm Drama Program 
7pm Drama Program 

17 
7pm MS Dance 

 

18 
10am Koffee Klatsch 
@ Panera’s Northside 

19 
HS BLESSING 
8:30 WORSHIP 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 CG & CM 
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP 

20 
 
 

21 
9am Heritage 
10:15 Prayer Group 
1pm Knitting Ministry 
6:30 School Board 

22 
6:30 AL-ANON 
8:30 YAG 

23 
7:15am Men's Group 
8:30 K-Celebration 
9am MS Awards 
7:30 8th Grade 

Graduation 
 

24 
LAST DAY OF 
SCHOOL 

8:25 Elem Awards 
10:30 CHAPEL K-7 
11:30 SPLS Dismissal 

25 
 

26 
8:30 WORSHIP 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 CG & CM 
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP 
 

27 
MEMORIAL DAY 

CLOSED 
 

28 
9am Heritage 
10:15 Prayer Group 
 

29 
6:30 AL-ANON 
8:30 YAG 

30 
7:15am Men's Group 

31 
6-9pm MS Youth 

 

CG = Community Group 
CM = Children’s Ministry 
ECEC = Early Childhood  

Enrichment Center 
HS = High School 
MS = Middle School 
VB = Volleyball 
YAG = Young Adult  

Gathering 

JUNE/JULY 
Newsletter articles due. 

SPL BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
At the June Voters’ Mee
ng, voters will be asked to elect individuals to the 

Board of Trustees. The Board of Trustees Nomina
ons CommiPee has  

iden
fied 3 candidates. They are: Bill EllioP, Richard Saxton (currently serving 

on the board and comple
ng first term) and Chuck Snavely (currently serving 

on the board and comple
ng first term). The congrega
on is invited to  

submit addi
onal nomina
ons to Kris Pahl at krispahl@tampabay.rr.com. 

Nomina
ons must be submiPed by May 26, 2019. 

THRIVENT DAY AT BALLPARK 
Mark your calendar for Thrivent Day at the 

Lakeland Flying Tigers on Sunday, June 2nd at 
12:00pm at Joker Marchant Stadium. RSVP at 

http://TMNFlyingTigers.eventbrite.com.  
Adult tickets are $12 which includes lunch. 

Only 70 tickets available. 
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Get ready for an African adventure that engages the whole herd! Life is sometimes wild,  

but God is always good! Roar is a VBS experience where kids discover a ferocious faith that 
powers them through this wild life. Vacation Bible School is less than 2 months away!  

We need a team of passionate, focused individuals who will help us share the Gospel of  

Jesus Christ with over 300 children. 
 

To register your child or to volunteer, go to our website: 

www.stpaullakeland.org 
click on the ROAR picture or contact Nick Moss at nmoss@stpaullakeland.org. 


