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We are passionate followers of JESUS, making disciples by eagerly connecting the community with the faith, hope, and love that transforms. 

WHAT MATTERS? 
Lent is a time of preparation for the most significant 

events of Jesus time on earth—His suffering and death 
on the cross on Good Friday and His resurrection on 
Easter Sunday. It begins with the placing of ashes on 
Ash Wednesday, this year March 6th, and lasts for 40 
days, not including Sundays, which are viewed as mini 
Easter celebrations. The ashes remind us that “from 
dust we came and to dust we will return.” It is a time of 
repentance, remembering our sinfulness, the price God 
paid for our sins, and our restoration through Christ.  
Although it’s not an obligation, many choose to deny 
themselves of something, to remember Christ’s denial, 
even the denial of His own body, for each of us. It’s a 
time to go deeper in our relationship with Christ through 
spending time with Him in His Word and prayer. 

During the Sundays in Lent we will be focused on 
“What Matters?” 

Many today wonder whether they matter, whether 
they matter to God or to others. Many struggle with the 
question, “Why am I here, and do I make any differ-
ence?” Young people struggle with the meaning and 
purpose of life as they are just beginning their journey 
of life and older people struggle as they become more 
frail and limited in their abilities. We will discover again 
the timeless truths of the Bible and be able to the  
question clearly and with genuine conviction: “I know 
what matters and I commit my life to it.” 

To help you in your discovery, I encourage you to 
use the 7-week devotion entitled “What Matters?”  
These grace-filled devotions will show you from God’s 
Word that you matter because: You were made by 
God; You were restored by God; You are called by 
God; You are in the Family business; You work the 
Family business; You get rid of the stuff that gets in the 
way; You are loved by God and you are able to love 
others because of His love for you.  

We have printed copies of the “What Matters”  
devotions that are available at the Welcome Center in 
the church lobby. They are also available electronically 
on our website, www.stpaullakeland.org. For the next 
seven weeks, those who are currently receiving our 
weekly e-news will also receive a weekly email with a 
link to the “What Matters” devotions. If you are not  
receiving our e-news, please contact Becky Howell to 
get on our list, bhowell@stpaullakeland.org. 

During our mid-week lent services we will focus 
on lessons from Jesus’ “Sermon on the Mount.”  

On Ash Wednesday we will see that although we 
are broken because of our sin, we are blessed with 
new life in Christ. During the following weeks we will 
see how we are not to worry but trust in Jesus, how 
we are to leave judgment to God and see others with 
fresh and forgiving eyes, how we are “Salt and Light” 
to our broken world, how we are to build our lives on 
the Rock that cannot be shaken, and finally how we 
grow in our faith through prayer and fasting. 

I pray that your faith, hope and love, because of 
Jesus, will grow during this very special season of 
Lent. 

 
 
 

Upcoming Wednesday 

Lent Services @ 6:30pm 
“SERMON on the MOUNT” 

 

March 6…“Blessed are You”—Rev. Ron Pennekamp 

March 13…“Do not Worry”—Rev. Charles Reich 

March 20…“Judge Not”—Rev. Matthew Bohlmann 

March 27…“Salt & Light”—Rev. Jonathan Horsman 

April 3…“Built on the Rock”—Rev. Shea Pennington 

April 10…“Prayer & Fasting”—Rev. Ron Pennekamp 



Lifetime Journey 
 

Each person’s sojourn has a story line with continuous questions, challenges breakthroughs and 
struggles. The avenues we traverse can be lined with ribbons of joy and sorrow that help us navigate 
the corridors of celebration and pain to offer wisdom.  

Some find romance in the relational furrows of time often steeped in fulfillment’s wonder. Others 
drown in loneliness, where the noise of dark spaces subdue feelings. Human heart’s feelings and our 
brain’s thoughts share common themes while enduring uniquely singular circumstances.  

Many children grow embraced by parents who nurture each life stage of development. Sadly, 
many children live alone too early to connect. While life’s journey progresses, most humans travel with 
encouragement and/or discouragement. Most lifetime journeys mature on a path seeking the balance 
between resistance and reward. Sadly, some don’t find the balance. 

Life’s journey can be empty. Comfort is given in a Spirit sent as a messenger to remind us we are 
not alone.  Our journey’s companion bears our sorrows and carries our pain. Even our celebrations are 
anticipated by angelic forces, who long for our homecoming. 

Life’s journey swirls forward with updrafts and downdrafts. Those who, by grace, have not rebuffed 
the Spirit’s gift of faith, navigate their lifetime journey 
as on the Emmaus Road. The Christian’s journey 
comes with a promise. 

  We do not walk alone. Our end is planned for us 
by the One who formed us. Our journey enjoys the 
protection of salvation on a path that leads back to 
the Garden. God not only gave us the inheritance of 
eternal life, He sealed it with His own lifeblood. He 
sent His Holy Spirit to comfort us along the way. 

  If our lifetime journey were to last 150 years, 
wouldn’t now be a good time for us to start our own 
planning? Our plans encourage others to share in 
the temporal and spiritual blessings of a lifetime 
journey not walked alone. 

  Contact Jim Pennington, SPLC Gift Planning 
Counselor, james.pennington@lfnd.org /863-370-
0305, to learn how a Christian Guide can help you 
plan and direct your passion to give through your 
estate and financial gift plans. 
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“CONNECTING  
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TO CHRIST” 

PICTURE DIRECTORY UPDATE 
On Saturday, March 23rd, Lifetouch 
will be here from 11am-6pm to take 
photos of new members and anyone 
who missed our previous photog-
raphy dates. All participating families 
will receive a FREE 8x10 photo and 
a FREE Updated Pictorial Directory. 

To make an appointment, go online to our website at 
www.stpaullakeland.org and clicking on the scrolling 
Directory Picture which will take you to the Lifetouch 
scheduling site. Or you can call Janet in the office, 
863-644-7710, to make your appointment. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED to be host/hostesses,  

if you can take a shift on this day, please contact  
Janet, 863-644-7710.  

Transfer	The	Blessings	

Eternity Workshop 
Saturday, March 9, 2019 
9:00 AM to 12:00 PM 

 

St. Paul Lutheran - Conference Room 
 

Are these things important to you? 

• That at your death, your family is not  
burdened with questions that you should 
have already answered? 

• That you have a current will/trust that names 
who you want to handle your desires, names 
a guardian for minor children? 

• That you leave a “faith legacy” to family and 
friends that you love? 

• That, if your loved ones (child, spouse, etc.) 
are in a serious accident, that the doctors 
will share information with you? 

• That, after your time on earth is done, you 
leave the very best gifts to the family you 
love and the ministries you care about? 

 

Give your loved ones the gift of  
peace of mind. 

This	workshop	will	help	you	prepare:	

�your medical care at life’s end 
�your burial 
�your will/trust 
�your funeral or memorial service  
�your vital records 

	

Sign	up	to	attend	by	calling	the	church	of-

�ice	(863)	644-7710.		

Refreshments	will	be	provided.	 



MARRIAGE WORKSHOP 
APRIL 5-6, 2019 

The Seven Principles Workshop for Couples is 
based on the internationally acclaimed research of 
Dr. John Gottman as presented in his New York 
Times bestselling book, The Seven Principles for 
Making Marriage Work. This educational workshop 
is designed to help couples improve their friendship 
and conflict management skills. Presenters are John 
and Tracey Crawley from Newport News, Virginia.  

FRIDAY, APRIL 5, 7:00pm-9:00pm 
SATURDAY, APRIL 6, 9:00am-4:00pm 

in the St. Paul Fellowship Center 
Cost is $55 per couple and includes: book,  

workbook, lunch on Saturday, and childcare. 
(Scholarships available upon request) 

 

What will be covered in this weekend… 
• Improve friendship, fondness, and admiration 
• Enhance romance and intimacy 
• Manage conflict constructively 
• Maintain gains throughout a lifetime 
• Gain skills to address perpetual and solvable 

problems 
• Create shared meaning 

 

Registration forms are available at the Welcome 
Center in the church lobby or in the office. 

February Food Giveaway 
Last month we partnered with “Feeding 
Tampa Bay” and offered a Food Giveaway to 
help those in our community who struggle 
to feed their families. Thank you to all who 
helped and for taking  me to help those in 
our community! We were able to bless:  

170 homes, 395 people (not including our 
church members, volunteers, and volun-
teers’ neighbors), 161 kids, 40 volunteers 
(who signed in) 

Marriage Workshop 
Married life is difficult at  mes! There are great joys and great 

struggles that come with two individuals that God has joined to  

become one. Our personali es, likes and dislikes are all unique. There is 

not one book, counselor or program that will solve all the different  

issues a couple will face in their marriage. That does not mean you 

can’t learn and grow from taking part in each opportunity that is  

presented. Consider it “con nuing educa on” credits for married life 

and the more you learn and invest in your marriage the more you will 

see benefits down the line. Dr. John Go:man has a lot of proven  

research he shares in his interna onally acclaimed book, The Seven 

Principles for Making Marriage Work. This research has been put into a 

workshop format for ease of learning and on-site presenta ons. This is 

for couples at any stage of rela onship—contempla on of marriage,  

engaged, newlyweds or celebra ng 50 years of marriage. 

We are blessed to have two of his trained associates coming to  

St. Paul to share with you and your spouse how your marriage can be 

be:er than what you are experiencing now. If your marriage is strong, 

it can be stronger. If your marriage seems to be crumbling away, it can 

be rebuilt. God is in the business of strengthening the strong and  

restoring brokenness! Our presenters are John and Tracy Crawley. John 

and Tracey have been ac ve in church ministry throughout their 39 

years of marriage. Tracey is a Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist 

and John, a re red combat Air Force pilot that currently works in the 

defense industry out of Virginia. They have faced challenges in their 

years of marriage and during his deployments. They have mentored 

scores of couples since they began to do marriage ministry in 1999. 

Don’t miss this opportunity to invest in your rela onship! Sign up 

now, as the deadline is March 25,
th

 in order to get materials for the 

class here on  me.  

God bless and may your marriage grow stronger each day with  

Jesus at the center of it!   —Pastor Andy 

EGGROLL SALE 

March 16 

12pm-2pm 

$13 dozen 
Order forms are available in the 
Welcome Center of the church 

lobby and the office. Please 
note that pick-up this time is in 

the Athletic Center Café. 
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I underestimated the effect of a young cat on our quiet,  

serene household. We have had cats along with dogs for years, but 

as I get older, I appreciate quiet and peace and serenity ever so 

much. That is part of the joy of having Luther. 

He, too, appreciates quiet and peace and serenity. Jenny, the  

terrorist cat, lives for mayhem. I keep thinking as she gets older, she 

will quiet down. No sign as of yet. She is kind of a thug when it 

comes to Luther but bless his little wiener dog heart, he just keeps 

trudging along looking forward to bedtime when he can find relief 

and hide under the blankets. I know the cat likes Luther. I will wake 

up sometimes in the middle of the night to find her asleep next to or 

on top of Luther and he is okay with it. He is a sound sleeper. 

We do have our work cut out for us but we are indeed blessed to 

have these two little companions with us, which brought to mind a 

topic for this month’s edition of Talks with Luther which is work. 

From time to time, I come across someone who really does not 

want to work. I think we all have days like that where we might be 

tired or under the weather and just don’t want to go out there into 

the world outside our home and work. But God wants us to work  

and Luther wrote extensively about this and why we are mandated 

to do so. 

Luther writes, “Christ teaches us that we should not be anxious 

about temporal food and about clothing but should think only of  

daily necessities. So He says in Matthew 6:34, be satisfied with the 

care of each day, and do not add to the care of today that of tomor-

row, for tomorrow will come with its own care, not that one should 

not work for temporal possessions and sustenance, but that one 

should not be anxious, as if we could not be fed unless we worried 

and were anxious.” 

“Work should rather be done to serve God by it, to avoid  

idleness, and to satisfy His commandments, since He says to Adam 

(Genesis 3:19) ‘In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread.’ We 

should not worry and be anxious about how we shall be fed, for God 

will certainly take care of this if in singleness of heart we go about 

our work according to His commandment.” 

Luther concludes with this. “You should keep worrying and  

working apart…worrying is forbidden; working is prescribed, for God 

does not want man to be idle.” 

So, those of you who have young people coming up, feel free to 

look up some Luther and read this to them. If you are at a point in 

your work life where you want to walk away from everything, which 

we all do from time to time, read Luther who reminds us of God’s 

will and desire for us—that God wants no idleness. Find the work 

God wants you to do and you will never again see work as something  

unpleasant. You will rejoice and thank Him who guided you to the 

work you do! 

May God’s Peace and Spirit lead you each and every day!  

Until next month!  

—Chaplain Pete, Luther the Dachshund & Jenny the cat 

RUMMAGE SALE  
Saturday, March 16, 2019 

in the Athletic Center 
The Church Rummage Sale benefiting the high 

school youth going to the LCMS Youth Gathering 

is on Saturday, March 16
th

. The youth will be  

accepting donations starting March 3
rd

. The youth 

will be in the Athletic Center from 8:00am-noon 

on both Sundays (March 3
rd

 and 10
th

) to unload 

any donations you bring and will also pick up big 

items. To schedule a pick-up time, please contact 

Nick Moss at 863-608-0475. 

Thank you to all who supported the youth of St. 

Paul by attending the Dinner and Auction last 

month. We raised just over $10,000! This gets us 

halfway to our goal of $20,000. Special thanks to 

Mission BBQ and Steve Debats, our auctioneer, 

for a great night! The 31 high school youth that 

will be attending the LCMS Gathering this summer 

THANK YOU for your support! 
 

SYNOD  
CONVENTION 
NEEDS VOLUNTEERS 

We have a very unique, once in a lifetime opportunity 
this year. The 67th National Convention of the Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod will be held in Tampa, FL,  
July 20-25, under the theme “JoyFully Lutheran.” It is 
quite a privilege and an honor, and we certainly want to 
be a welcoming and accommodating District for this 
event! The organizers from the LCMS are looking for 
individuals who may have time and availability to  
volunteer for the convention. If you are interested, go to 
our website, www.stpaullakeland.org and click on the 
scrolling “JoyFully” logo. You will find a sign-up with  
descriptions of volunteer needs. If you have a question 
about any of these opportunities, contact our local  
coordinator, Mrs. Liz Pfeffer epfeffer@HNTB.com /  
813-477-8758. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  
 

 
 

  
1 

7pm MS Dance 

2 
9-12 Genesis BB 
9-4 Family Faith  

Summit 

10am Don Smith  
Memorial Service 

3 
8:30 WORSHIP 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 CG & CM 
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP 
12:30 LCMS Youth 
Gathering Meeting 
2pm Family Faith  

Summit 

7pm Adult VB 

4 
5pm Spring VB 
6:15 SIS 
6:30 Trustee  
Nominating Mtg. 

5 
9am Heritage 
10:15 Prayer Group 

6:30 Trustees 

6 
ASH WEDNESDAY 
8:25 CHAPEL K-8 
9:15 CHAPEL ECEC 
9:45 CHAPEL PK 
5pm Bells of Joy 
6-8pm Confirmation 
6:30 AL-ANON 
6:30 GriefShare 
6:30 LENT WORSHIP 
7:45 Adult Choir 
8:30 YAG 

7 
7:15am Men's Group 
8:15 PTO Meeting 
5:30 CancerCare 
6pm Church Properties 

8 
7:30am Donuts for 
Dads 
6-9pm MS Youth  

9 
9am-12pm Eternity  

Workshop 

9-12 Genesis BB 
 
 
 
Move  
Clocks 
Ahead 

10 
8:30 WORSHIP 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 CG & CM 
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP 
7pm Adult VB 

11 
5pm Spring VB 
6:15 SIS 

12 

9am Heritage 
10:15 Prayer Group 
11:30 Lunch Bunch 

@ Highland City 
Diner 

6:30 Lay Ministers 

13 
8am Sale Set-up 
8:25 CHAPEL K-8 
5pm Bells of Joy 
6-8pm Confirmation 
6:30 AL-ANON 
6:30 GriefShare 
6:30 LENT WORSHIP 
7:30 Adult Choir 
8:30 YAG 

14 
7:15am Men's Group 
8am Sale Set-up 
9:15 CHAPEL ECEC 
9:45 CHAPEL PK 
6:15 Katie’s Ladies 
7pm Marty’s Men 

15 
8am Sale Set-up 
11:30 SPLS Dismissal 
6-9pm MS Youth  

16 
8am Rummage 
Sale in GYM 

12-2pm Eggroll Sale 

17 
FEED the NEED 
8:30 WORSHIP 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 CG & CM 
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP 
7pm Adult VB 

18 
 

5pm Spring VB 
6:15pm SIS 

19 
9am Heritage 
10:15 Prayer Group 
1pm Knitting Ministry 
6:30 School Board 
 

 

20 
8:25 CHAPEL K-8 
9:15 CHAPEL ECEC 
9:45 CHAPEL PK 
5pm Bells of Joy 
6-8pm Confirmation 
6:30 AL-ANON 
6:30 GriefShare 
6:30 LENT WORSHIP 
7:30 Adult Choir 
8:30 YAG 

21 
7:15am Men's Group 
9am Musical Rehearsal 
6:30 Theology Pub at 

Beef O’Brady’s 
 
 
 

7pm School Musical 

22 
 
 

3-6pm School 
Family Fun Fair 

23 
9-11 Sport Clay Shoot  

@ Tenoroc 
11am-6pm LifeTouch 
Photograph Update 

24 
8:30 WORSHIP 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 CG & CM 
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP 
 

25 
5pm Spring VB 
 

26 
9am Heritage 
10:15 Prayer Group 
 

27 
8:30 Chess Camp 
5pm Bells of Joy 
6:30 AL-ANON 
6:30 GriefShare 
6:30 LENT WORSHIP 
7:30 Adult Choir 
8:30 YAG 

28 
7:15am Men's Group 
8:30 Chess Camp 

29 
8:30 Chess Camp 
Women’s Retreat @ 
Cedarkirk Camp 

30 
 
Women’s Retreat @ 
Cedarkirk Camp 

31 
Women’s Retreat @ 
Cedarkirk Camp 
8:30 WORSHIP 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 CG & CM 
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP 
 

    
  

CG = Community Group 
CM = Children’s Ministry 
ECEC = Early Childhood Enrichment Center 
HS = High School 
MS = Middle School 
SIS = Sisters in Study Bible Study 
VB = Volleyball 

SPLS Spring Break 

APRIL 
Newsletter articles due. 

j j j j omen’s eeee    etreat ~ March 29-31, 2019 @ Cedarkirk Camp, Lithia, FL 

Wishing you could sneak away to the mountains? Need to slow down, savor a warm 
beverage while chatting with friends, and enjoy time with God? Then join us at Cozy 
Mountain Lodge! It’s a mountain lodge themed retreat you won’t want to miss! More 
info & registration are available at the Welcome Center.  
Contact: Kyle Glossick, 863-797-5278 or Margie Grauer: 863-604-5214 

Lutheran’s Schools Week 
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Time: 8:30am & ten47am8:30am & ten47am8:30am & ten47am8:30am & ten47am    
Why:    To help stock the shelves To help stock the shelves To help stock the shelves To help stock the shelves 

of local food banksof local food banksof local food banksof local food banks    
Where:    St. Paul Lutheran ChurchSt. Paul Lutheran ChurchSt. Paul Lutheran ChurchSt. Paul Lutheran Church 

    
Want to help? Contact Tracy, 863Want to help? Contact Tracy, 863Want to help? Contact Tracy, 863Want to help? Contact Tracy, 863----644644644644----7710 /7710 /7710 /7710 /

ttrinklein@stpaulakeland.orgttrinklein@stpaulakeland.orgttrinklein@stpaulakeland.orgttrinklein@stpaulakeland.org    

The purpose of FEED the NEED Lakeland is: 
To create an annual opportunity for the Lakeland community to  

dramatically impact the food pantries of local charities. March 17th is 
our 6th year for Feed the Need. Everyone who attends our 8:30 and 
ten47 services will be given the opportunity, as part of their worship, 

to go to a designated grocery store and shop for food from a  
pre-determined list. Trucks will be on location to take the groceries to 
the local charities. We at St. Paul consider this a great opportunity to 
have a big impact on the local community—to Go and Do. This is an 
inter-generational event where all ages can participate and it makes 

a difference when we go together as a large group.  


