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We are passionate followers of JESUS, making disciples by eagerly connecting the community with the faith, hope, and love that transforms. 

www.stpaullakeland.org 

As you probably know, at the end of June I’m retiring from being 
Senior Pastor of St. Paul Lutheran Church and School. This will be my 
last St. Paul Newsletter article. It is difficult to say goodbye, but I know 
God has led me in this decision, so I will trust and follow Him and I know 
He will bless you with new great leadership. 

The experience of being part of a great leadership team has been a 
wonderful blessing and the people of this church and school, the  
members, the parents, the students and the faculty have constantly  
reflected the love of Christ and been a huge blessing.  

I want to thank all of God’s people in our church and school who 
have been so supportive of Barb and I and our family. I remember all 

Pastor Ron Pennekamp, Senior PastorPastor Ron Pennekamp, Senior PastorPastor Ron Pennekamp, Senior PastorPastor Ron Pennekamp, Senior Pastor    

Farewell & Godspeed 

those who helped us from the time we first moved here in the summer of 2005. We had our youngest daughter  
Hannah, who was in eighth grade, with us. She was quickly welcomed and made new friends.  

We moved from place to place for the first two years. Members offered their vacant homes for us to use 
until we could get settled into our family home near Lake Hollingsworth. Then there were all those who helped 
more recently when we downsized to our current home. 

It has been a real privilege to serve the church especially through the Means of Grace, God’s Word and 
the Sacraments. I’ve baptized many babies, served thousands with the Lord’s Supper, preached many  
sermons, presided over many weddings, funerals and family celebrations. I’ve been with many in small groups 
doing life together using God’s Word as our anchor and guide. I count it all joy to have been able to serve you 
in these ways.  

We’ve had some exciting times of growth in the Word. For the first time in your lives, many of you read 
through the entire Bible and many did this in 90 days. For the first time, many really understood and believed 
God’s great plan of salvation for each person and for the whole world. As we more recently went through The 
Story together, hundreds of these books we personally studied and hundreds were given away. Growth in the 
Word led to closer relationships with God.  

We’ve had many volunteers step up to help in so many ways like visiting the sick, caring for the hungry, 
serving in foreign missions, reaching our neighbors with Gospel packets, assisting in worship services,  
ministering to children and teenagers, caring for our property, and managing our finances and personnel—so 
many have used their gifts in service to others. 

We’ve made huge strides in reducing our debt. During my time here we have had three capital  
campaigns. We paid off our mortgage on the sanctuary and moved much of the mountain of debt. I praise God 
for the generosity of God’s people and the solid financial footing we are now on. 

I have so much to be thankful for. We have so much to be thankful for. 
The Apostle Paul, when he was saying good bye to the people of Ephesus for the last time, said these 

words which I want to repeat to you. This encourages me and makes it easier to say farewell and Godspeed. 
“And now I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and to give 
you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified.” Acts 20:32 

God and His Word will continue to build you up. God and His Word will continue to be the core of this  
ministry and your lives. God and His Word will not fail to give you the inheritance of salvation through faith in 
Jesus Christ.  

“Now may the Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to 
you. The Lord lift up His countenance on you and give you peace.” Numbers 6:23-24 
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      Pentecost’s Promise    
 

Jesus’ resurrection indeed glows with rays of love and hope. Pentecost’s Promise  
inspires every believer with confidence that God is with us, today and forever.  

Our Creator’s consistency is remarkable. He formed the universe and planet for all people. His 
design’s unmatched grandeur and beauty is evident everywhere, as is His infinite kindness. For sure, 
breathing life’s breath in all living things proves a most compelling promise. 

Perfection fashioned humans as the Crown of Creation, caretakers living in freedom. One limitation 
was communicated. “Don’t eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.” The warning’s intent was to 
keep us from the effects of disharmony, loneliness, inequity, immorality, and wickedness. Human  
adherence to this command with every pass of the tree honored the God who had made it. Yet  
disobedience entered the world and with disobedience came death. 

Sadly, we eat the forbidden fruit like our first parents did. Willfully disregarding the promises God 
gave, we fail to recognize the utter depravity in our nature. Rescue could not come from within us. Our 
deliverance had to be in our Savior, Jesus, given to us. 

A promise of deliverance was given just as humans were banished from that temporal Paradise.  
Perfect Love couldn’t allow His Crown (humans) to live forever in horrible conditions of death. The history 
of God’s plan to rescue the world in Jesus is the purpose for which the universe was made. 

No other God among gods entered human form to live among us, suffer the sacrifice of death to pay 
the price demanded of perfection gone wrong, fulfilling all prophesies and promises. Easter is documented 
proof that Jesus is God in flesh. His power over sin, death and the devil opened the way for us to live in 
the knowledge and doing of His will. That power comes to us by the Spirit. 

Pentecost’s Promise gives comfort that God is with us always. Pentecost’s Promise gives us power 
from the Spirit of our Living God and the gift of faith to believe. We can now reflect His image, so others 
will know too. Does your life, and end of life planning, reflect Pentecost’s Promise? 

Contact Jim Pennington, SPLC Gift Planning Counselor, 863-370-0305 / james.pennington@lfnd.org, 
to learn how a trusted guide can encourage you to plan and direct your passion to give to loved ones and 
cherished ministries so others might know that the Promise of Pentecost is real. 

WELCOME  
KEN SHERMAN 
The Music Task Force 

is pleased to announce 

that the position of 

Director of Music has 

been filled by Ken 

Sherman. His starting 

date is June 24th.  

We are very happy that he has taken the position and 

the people of St Paul Lutheran are blessed to have him 

as the Director of Music. We look forward to seeing 

Ken, Katie (his wife) and their two sons Max and Ethan 

as part of our congregation in the coming weeks.  

Thank you for the prayers along the way and for the 

great attendance at all the Town Hall meetings. We are 

blessed to have a supportive congregation. Please  

continue to pray for Ken as he transitions into this new 

part of his ministry.  

—Paul Trinklein, Music Task Force Chairman 

SPECIAL VOTERS’  

MEETING JUNE 2 

A special Voters’ Meeting will be held on 
Sunday, June 2nd at 4pm in the  
Worship Center to vote on Pastor Andy’s 
change of status from Associate Pastor 
to Senior Pastor. All members are  
encouraged to attend. 
 

VOTERS’ MEETING JUNE 23 
At the June 23rd Voters’ Meeting, voters 
will be asked to elect individuals to the 
Board of Trustees. The Board of  
Trustees Nominations Committee has 
identified 3 candidates. They are: Bill 
Elliott, Richard Saxton (currently serving 
on the board and completing his 1st 
term) and Chuck Snavely (currently 
serving on the board and completing his 
1st term). Bios on these candidates are 
available at the Welcome Center.  



 

SPLS AUCTION 2019 ~ October 25, 2019 
On October 25th, at The Club at Eaglebrooke, the SPLS community will  

gather for an evening of fellowship, fundraising, food, and beverages in a  
Candyland-themed setting. This event is the one and only PTO fundraiser and 
your participation will allow us to raise the funds needed for the 2019-2020 school 
year. Our goal every year is to reach $50,000 to fund all the projects that St. Paul 
students benefit from. This year's major goal, above our budget, is to buy SMART 
Boards for all classrooms.  

Each year, local businesses, school families and individuals partner with us 
to underwrite the cost of our school auction. There are many benefits to  
becoming a sponsor, including complimentary auction tickets and several forms 
of advertising. Sponsorship levels are:  

Platinum $4,000, Gold $2,500, Silver $1,000, Bronze $500 
Interested in sponsorship? Contact Kim Burke at kimberleyburke07@gmail.com / 
813-523-6866. If you are unable to be a sponsor, please consider helping by 
donating Live Auction items/trips (vacation destinations, hunting/fishing 
trips) or high valued items, also ($20-$30) bottles of wine for our Wine Toss 
or Publix gift cards. Items can be dropped off during the summer months at the 
Welcome Center or office (labeled PTO Auction). Thank you for your support! 

Volunteers in Service to the Elderly is a community-based, non-profit organization serving Lakeland, Bartow, Mulberry 

and Ft. Meade. Established in 1983, the primary goal of VISTE is to enable frail and elderly persons to continue living independently 
and safely in their own home. We are currently seeking a Volunteer & Events Manager to support the overall organization in the 
recruitment, management, and development of volunteers that assist in the delivery of VISTE programs and services. A passion for 
service to the elderly is a must as is a minimum of 2 years related experience in working with volunteers. Send resumes  
electronically to Steve@viste.org. (A full position description is available at the Welcome Center.) 

SATURDAY, JUNE 29, 2019! 
Our Senior Pastor Ron Pennekamp is retiring at the end of June.  

We are planning an “Adventure Awaits” Retirement Celebration on Saturday, June 29th  
from 5:00-7:00pm in our Athletic Center. Come and help celebrate Pastor Ron & Barb and what 

a blessing they have been to all of us and to this Ministry.  
 

RSVP by June 19, either: call 863-644-7710 or email jjackson@stpaullakeland.org or go to 
www.stpaullakeland.org and click on Pastor Ron’s Retirement.  

 

We have a special gift in mind for them; if you would like to contribute  
please make a check to SPL and memo Retirement Gift (place in Sunday offering  

or send to office) or you can donate by credit card online at  
www.stpaullakeland.org and click on  

Pastor Ron’s Retirement.  

We have had a great first response to our 

new initiative for reducing our debt. The 

Double Down on Debt campaign matches 

$1 for $1 on any new dollars pledged or 

new dollars given to this campaign. As of 

May 20th, we have $84,000 pledged  

towards our goal of $100,000. If we  

receive $100,000 in new campaign  

money we can match it with the gift of 

$100,000 and put $200,000 towards the 

principal of our existing loan. If you have 

any questions or want to know how to 

participate, please contact Tracy Trinklein 

in the church office, 863-644-7710 or 

ttrinklein@stpaullakeland.org. 
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Luther the Dachshund had a very hard month this past month. 
As you may know, my wife Martha spent most of the month of 
April and into May in the hospital due to, as her doctor put it, “the 

worst case of diverticulitis he had seen in twenty-five years.” This 
meant that every bit of time I could take was spent with Martha. 

What this meant for Luther was that he was alone in the house day and night 
for all of this time, stuck there with Jenny the Cat. Dachshunds are quite devoted 
to their humans and do not handle separation well at all. What I did notice was 
that in our absence, Luther and Jenny have become close. They sleep together 
now. They have found comfort in each other. 

So how do we find comfort in times such as this? Moreover, how do we help 
our loved ones who are hurting and sick find comfort. Leave it to Martin Luther.  
So many of his God inspired writings were of the overall human condition and the 
subject of comfort was one. 

Luther tells us, “God speaks comfort to the soul in the Word. It certainly is not 
possible to comfort a soul unless it hears the Word of God….no other book than 
Scripture is able to comfort us. Scripture alone bears the title which St. Paul gives 
it, a “Book of Comfort” which can sustain the soul in all tribulations so that it does 
not despair but keeps on hoping.”  

“This is why God had Scripture recorded: that we may learn this fact from it, 
as Paul says in Romans 15:4: Whatsoever things were written aforetime were 
written for our learning that we through patience and comfort of the Scriptures 
might have hope,” said Luther.  

We, in times of trouble, sickness or despair, ask for others to pray for us. This 
is a wonderful thing that God allows us to come to Him praying for the healing and 
comfort of others. Our church family here at St. Paul has prayed unceasingly for 
Martha. Even for me. I am so thankful for this. It is wonderful to be part of the  
family of God. But in God’s Word, our hope is for healing and comfort. This is 
what Luther is telling us. 

If you are battling illness, have your family of believers pray for you, but don’t 
forget to go to God’s Holy Word. God has said it, it is written, and you can  
believe in it. Find the hope and comfort in His Word that only God the Father can 
give. It is there for all. 

Thank you for the prayers for Martha. She is on the road to recovery and 
wellness knowing that through Jesus Christ, she is healed. She is now home and 
this makes Luther the Dachshund and Jenny very happy because for them, as 
well as me, our house is not a home without Martha there. 
Blessings in the Name of Jesus, 

—Chaplain Pete, Luther and Jenny 

Our Sunday Children’s Ministry hour (9:45-10:45) has taken a break  

during the summer months of June, July and August. Children’s Church, 

however, will continue during both Sunday services.  

  

Our Children’s Ministry Kickoff event will be on Sunday, August 25th from 

9:30am-10:45am in the Athletic Center. It will be a time for all families to 

share a breakfast, have some fun (bounce houses and games) and to get 

info on all our Children and Youth Ministry events/programs for the year. 

Please mark your calendars and plan to be there! 

St. Paul Lutheran 
School offers summer 
programming for  
children 15 months 
through 5th grade. 
Camps provide  
adventure and fun in a 

spiritual environment from June 3 - August 2. Go 
to our school website under the Programs and 
Clubs tab for more info and registration, 
www.splslakeland.org or stop by the school office 
during the week. 
  

Summer Volleyball 
Camps 2019  
for Girls Ages 5-15 
Play some volleyball and have lots of fun! These 
camps focus on learning and improving funda-
mental skills (serving, passing, digging, attacking, 
blocking, offensive and defensive team play) via 
unique teaching and training methods. Athletes 
will have the opportunity to apply the skills 
learned in competition throughout the camp.  
Players of all levels and positions are encouraged 
to attend. We group players by experience and 
age. We'll have prizes and awards! Snacks and  
T-shirt included for Camps! For additional  
information pick up a Volleyball form at the  
Welcome Center or in the School Office or you 
can go online, www.StPaulVolleyball.com.  
  

2019 CO-ED BASKETBALL CAMP 
Open to students entering grades 5-9 in 
Aug. 2019. Students do not have to attend 
St. Paul Lutheran School. Camp will be held 
Mon. June 3 - Fri. June 7, 8:30am-12:00pm. 
Cost $85 ($10 discount for more than one child). 
The camp will focus on basketball skills and drills 
along with fun, competitive games to utilize skills 
being taught. Our goal is to create a fun environ-
ment while improving your skill and knowledge 
about the game of basketball. Have questions or 
want to sign up? Email Ruth Smith SPLS  
Athletic Director at rsmith@stpaullakeland.org. 
Flyers also available at the Welcome Center. 
  

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN SCHOOL 
PreK-8th grade as well as early childhood  
enrichment for ages 15 months to 2 years  

School begins August 8, 2019. For admission 

information or to schedule a tour, contact Lisa 

McRae at lmcrae@stpaullakeland.org / 863-644-

7710. Also, check us out at www.splslakeland.org 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
      

1 
12-6pm Youth Event 
“Summer Fun in the 

Son” 
2pm Wedding 

2 
8:30 WORSHIP  
9:30 Hmong BS/Worship 

9:45-10:45 CG 
ten47 WORSHIP 
4pm VOTERS’ MTG. 

3 
SUMMER CAMP 

BEGINS 
8:30-12pm BB Camp 

4 
8:30-12pm BB Camp 
9am Heritage 
10:15 Prayer Group 
6:30 Trustees 

5 
8:30-12pm BB Camp 
6:30 Choir Practice 
6:30pm ALA-NON 
8:30pm YAG 

6 
7:15am Men's Group 
8:30-12pm BB Camp 
5:30 CancerCare @  

Beef O’Brady’s 

7 
8:30-12pm BB Camp 

8 
 

9 
8:30 WORSHIP  
9:30 Hmong BS/Worship 

9:45-10:45 CG  
ten47 WORSHIP 

10 
 

11 
11:30 Lunch Bunch @  

Beef O’Brady’s 
6:30 Lay Ministers 

12 

6:30pm ALA-NON 
8:30pm YAG 

13 
7:15am Men's Group 
6:30 Katie’s Ladies 
7pm Marty’s Men 
 

14 
 

15 
 

16 
8:30 WORSHIP 
9:30 Hmong BS/Worship 

9:45-10:45 CG  
ten47 WORSHIP 
12:30 Hmong Potluck 

17 
 

 

18 
1pm Knitting Ministry 
6:30 School Board 

 

19 
6:30 Choir Practice 
6:30pm ALA-NON 
8:30pm YAG 

 

20 
7:15am Men's Group 

 

2921 
 
 

 

22 
11am Memorial  

Service for  
Horst Kuhlmann 

23 
8:30 WORSHIP 
9:30 Hmong BS/Worship 

9:45-10:45 CG  
ten47 WORSHIP 
4pm VOTERS’ MTG. 

24 
 

25 
 

26 
6:30pm ALA-NON 
8:30pm YAG 

27 
7:15am Men's Group 
7pm EF Orientation 

28 
4pm Wedding 

29 
5-7pm Pastor Ron’s 
Retirement Dinner 

MUST RSVP 

30 
Pastor Ron’s last service 

10am WORSHIP 

1 
 

2 
6:30 Trustees 

3 
6:30pm ALA-NON 
8:30pm YAG 

4 
 

 

CLOSED 

5 
 

6 
 

7 
8:30 WORSHIP  
9:30 Hmong BS/Worship 

9:45-10:45 CG  
ten47 WORSHIP 

8 
8-5:30 Chess Camps 
8:30-12pm VB Camp 
 

9 
8-5:30 Chess Camps 
8:30-4pm VB Camps 
6:30 Lay Ministers 
 

10 
8-5:30 Chess Camps 
8:30-4pm VB Camps 
6:30 ALA-NON 
8:30 YAG 

11 
7:15am Men's Group 
8-5:30 Chess Camps 
8:30-4pm VB Camps 
7pm Marty’s Men 

12 
8-5:30 Chess Camps 

13 
 

14 
8:30 WORSHIP  
9:30 Hmong BS/Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP 

15 
 

16 
1pm Knitting Ministry 
6:30 School Board 

17 
6:30 ALA-NON 
8:30 YAG 

18 
7:15am Men's Group 
4:30-8:30pm Chinese  
Exchange Welcome 
 

19 
Chinese Exchange 
Students July 19-26 

 

20 
 

21 
8:30 WORSHIP  
9:30 Hmong BS/Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP 

22 
Chinese Exchange 
Students July 19-26 

1-5pm VB Camp 

23 
Chinese Exchange 
Students July 19-26 

1-5pm VB Camp 

24 
Chinese Exchange 
Students July 19-26 

6:30 ALA-NON 
8:30 YAG 

25 
Chinese Exchange 
Students July 19-26 

7:15am Men's Group 

26 
Chinese Exchange 
Students July 19-26 

27 
 

28 
8:30 WORSHIP  
9:30 Hmong BS/Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP 
12:30 Hmong Potluck 

29 
8:30-12pm VB Camp 

30 
8:30-12pm VB Camp 

31 
8:30-12pm VB Camp 

6:30 ALA-NON 
8:30 YAG 

   

AUGUST 
Newsletter articles due 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL        JUNE 10-14         9:00AM-12:00PM 

CG = Community Group 
CM = Children’s Ministry 
ECEC = Early Childhood Enrichment Center 
HS = High School 
MS = Middle School 
VB = Volleyball 
YAG = Young Adult Gathering 

LCMS Nat’l Youth Gathering in MN July 11-15 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR...ONE SERVICE ON JUNE 30TH @ 10AM 
Please join us for Pastor Ron Pennekamp’s last service as  

Senior Pastor of St. Paul Lutheran.    

31 of our youth & 6 adults will be 
attending the LCMS National Youth 
Gathering in Minneapolis, MN, July 
11-15. Please keep them in prayer. 
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Get ready for an African adventure that engages the whole herd! Life is sometimes wild,  

but God is always good! Roar is a VBS experience where kids discover a ferocious faith that 
powers them through this wild life. Vacation Bible School is less than 2 months away!  

We need a team of passionate, focused individuals who will help us share the Gospel of  

Jesus Christ with over 300 children. 
 

To register your child or to volunteer, go to our website: 

www.stpaullakeland.org 
click on the ROAR picture or contact Nick Moss at nmoss@stpaullakeland.org. 


