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We are passionate followers of JESUS, making disciples by eagerly connecting the community with the faith, hope, and love that transforms. 

♥  Take Heart ♥  
In the 16th chapter of the Gospel of John, Jesus speaks these words: “Behold, the hour is  

coming, indeed it has come, when you will be scattered, each to his own home, and will 

leave me alone. Yet I am not alone, for the Father is with me. I have said these things to you, 

that in me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have 

overcome the world.” 
 

2020 is here! A new year, yes, but we will still suffer from the same problems as we did in 

2019. I am still going to struggle with my weight. Huff!  
 

I draw back the arrows and let them fly at all my goals for 2020. Some 

of those goals I see clearly (20/20) others not so clearly. Some of those  

arrows will hit dead center on target when it comes to my duties as a  

pastor, a husband, a father and as a friend and other times I will fail in 

those areas to even draw back the arrow, let alone aim the arrow at the 

target ahead in 2020.  
 

When I watch the news in 2020, it will be full of the same things it was full of in 2019. A 

favorite movie from 2019 will be replaced with a new favorite in 2020. I will see a few 

changes in my body as I age over the next year, most of which will not make me happy, like 

an increase in the thickness of my eyeglasses. These are some of the tribulations I know I 

will face in 2020. You may face some of the same things. I hope and pray that you will  

experience less tribulation in your life for 2020, but there is always the possibility that you 

may have to face more. 
 

Jesus says, “Take heart!” Wait, what does that mean? What does Jesus mean by those 

words? To take heart means to be encouraged! Take heart means to have hope. Take heart 

means to be bold and confident. Take heart means to not give up. Take heart means to be of 

good cheer. Take heart means to have courage! Jesus says to take heart, because He has 

overcome the world. That is important because that means we can overcome the world when 

we look to Jesus. It is hard though, to take heart, and Jesus knows we can actually lose heart. 

I can lose heart when I listen to the wrong people or let the problem make itself bigger than 

God or even believe the lies of the devil that tell me God is too busy to care about me.  

1st Peter 5 reminds us: “Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.” Or to put it 

another way: TAKE HEART, Jesus cares and has overcome the world. 
 

As we enter into 2020 remember, Jesus has got this! We will do well in some things and fail 

miserably in others, but Jesus has got this. All things are ultimately in His hands so take 

heart. He who loves you the most knows you the best (and yes, He still loves you!).  
 

So take heart and keep looking to Jesus and looking to see how Jesus continues to work in 

your life and the world around you for He has overcome the world! 
 

Keep your eyes on the target of Jesus and may your vision in 2020 be 20/20! 

         —Pastor Andy 



 January 2020  .   .    .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Connecting at St. Paul 

 
Connecting is  

published monthly by  
St. Paul Lutheran Church 

4450 Harden Blvd. 
Lakeland, FL 33813 

stpaul@stpaullakeland.org 
863-644-7710 

 

♦ 
SENIOR PASTOR 

Andy Ritchie 

♦ 
HMONG PASTOR 

Zong Yang 

♦ 
DIRECTOR OF VISITATION 

Peter Herbert 

♦ 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 

Ken Sherman 

♦ 
DIRECTOR OF  

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Nick Moss 

♦ 
PRINCIPAL 

Robert Boyd 

♦ 
EARLY CHILDHOOD 

Dr. Kelly Oglialoro 

♦ 

 

SERVICES 
Sunday Morning 

8:30am— 

Traditional Worship &  

Children’s Church 

9:45-10:45am— 

Children’s Ministries & Adult 

Bible Studies  

Ten47am— 

Modern Worship &  

Children’s Church 

♦ 
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Sunday Morning 

9am Choir & Bible Study 
10:45am Worship 

♦ 
 

“CONNECTING  
THE COMMUNITY  
TO CHRIST” 

HMONG MINISTRY UPDATE 12-18-19 
Revelation 21:3-4 

And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Now the 
dwelling of God is with them. They will be his people, and God 
himself will be with them and be their God. He will wipe every 
tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or 

crying or pain, for the old of things has passed away.” 
 

I urge you to please keep, St. Paul members, Mr. and Mrs. 
James (Mao) Seying in your prayers. They recently went 
through a very difficult time in life. Their son, Pastor Kou Seying, 
who was a professor at Concordia Seminary in St. Louis,  
Missouri, lost his battle with cancer after only five months and then the Lord took him home to heaven on 
November 23, 2019. His funeral was held at the Seminary Chapel on December 6th and 7th. He is  
survived by his wife and four children, parents, one brother and three sisters. 

Pastor Andy and I spent time with them after their return from Missouri. They certainly need words of 
encouragement and prayers from all of us. They shared with us that they have never experienced such 
suffering and pain before. The Hmong members also came together to pray and sing some Christian 
hymns to help strengthen their faith. I shared the Word of God from John 14:1-2. Jesus promised us the 
believers “Do not let your heart be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. In my Father’s house are 
many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you.”  

We know that Pastor Kou has joined the Saints in Heaven. May God bless all of us. 
Pastor Yang, Hmong Mission Pastor In Central Florida 

Seeing Things NewSeeing Things NewSeeing Things NewSeeing Things New    
 

God’s Word often reads somewhat like a last will and testament. Take this final revelation given 
through the Apostle John recorded in Revelations 21: 5-8: “Write this down, for these words are  
trustworthy and true.” 

God’s Word reveals His intentions to us and to the entire world. The One seated on the throne said, 
“Behold, I am making all things new.” Each believer should take a deep interest in the Spirit’s gifts  
provided to His Church. Christ invests in the leadership of our world. The picture of creation, made  
perfect after falling, shows the Creator’s intent for us to live in a perpetual age of blessedness within a 
secured divine relationship.  

With spiritual eyes, newness is not only seen in a different year or a fresh situation. It is recognized in 
the accordion of every breath. Each second is manna that sustains life. Without it, we are dust. Newness 
endures forever because of the one who helps us overcome. 

The spiritual life is sustained by belief in the One who makes all things new. Set apart and given the 
inheritance by faith that produces joy, strength and character, the advantage goes to others. In seeing 
things new, there isn’t any to whom we cannot go with the good news. The power of sin dies in our life, 
having been drowned with Christ in our baptism.  

Just imagine how seeing things new could affect our lifetime journey? God’s Word promises us that 
He dwells with us and He is our God with whom we have intimate communion. We are His ornaments; 
perfect partners without sorrow. We impart blessed satisfaction to others while we foster humility. God’s 
intent is accomplished through us. 

We aren’t required to wait until we die to experience God’s intent. The spring of the water of life  
without payment to the thirsty is His promise. The one who conquers will have this heritage. 

May your lifetime journey reflect this marvelous promise, which is spiritually at work today, in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. “He will be your God and you will be His child. It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, 
the beginning and the end.” 

To learn how to structure your estate and financial gift plans to direct your passion to give, contact Jim 
Pennington, SPLC Gift Planning Counselor, at 863-370-0305 or james.pennington@lfnd.org. 



CUW Band and Orchestra Concert 

The Symphonic Wind Ensemble of Concordia University 

Wisconsin, under the directorship of Dr. Louis A. 

Menchaca and Mrs. Johanna Anderson, will perform a 

concert on January 15th, at 7:00pm in our church. 

On the morning of January 16
th

 the CUW Band &  

Orchestra will give a concert to our SPL school student 

body and will interact with SPL student musicians.  
 

DESSERTS NEEDED - Elsie Augenblick is coordina,ng 

desserts following the concert. Desserts should be  

finger foods (not requiring utensils) and should be at 

the church by 6:30pm on the 15
th

. Contact Elsie 

(elsiejda@gmail.com) for more details on how to be a 

part of that.  

HOST HOMES NEEDED - Kristel Lehmker is  

coordina,ng host homes for students to spend 

Wednesday night. Students will need to be taken 

home from the concert at 9:15pm Wednesday 

night, the 15
th

, and will need rides back to St Paul, 

arriving at 7:45am. Please contact Kristel to help 

with this detail. (kblehmker@gmail.com or text 

585-315-8935)  

We will be delivering food twice 

this month on 
 
Thursday,  

January 2 & 16, from 5:30-7pm.  

 

Volunteers are needed, sign-up on 

line at https://signup.com/go/ENqTqUL or contact Cheryl 

Taylor, 863-661-6019 / cheryl4tlc@tampabay.rr.com.  
 

«ATTENTION HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS! You can earn  

5 service hours by volunteering.  

«ATTENTION THRIVENT MEMBERS—Moving Hope could 

benefit from a Thrivent Action Team project. Please let us 

know if you would be willing to initiate a Thrivent Action 

Team project for one of our Moving Hope food  

distributions. (contact the office) 

«NEEDED— Gently used children’s books and personal  

hygiene items to hand out along with the food. Please 

drop off donations at the Welcome Center or office.  

 

ST. PAUL NIGHT at LAKELAND MAGIC GAME 
On January 18th, at 7:00pm, the Lakeland Magic Basketball team will 
play the Iowa Wolves at the RP Funding Center here in Lakeland.  
SPL students will participate in pregame activities, our school band 
will play in the stands during the quarter breaks, there will be on 
court photos with players after the game and more. What a fun way 
for our community to learn more about St. Paul Lutheran.  
We have 200 tickets to sell at $10 each with half of the proceeds going 
to benefit Moving Hope. Tickets are available at the Welcome Center 
on Sundays or in the office during the week.     
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Luther the Dachshund and Jenny the Cat made 

it through the year and ended up the best of 

friends. They spent a great deal of ,me alone  

together this summer and at ,mes I wondered if they were 

doing okay in our absence. Turns out yes, they did just fine 

and have, kind of, found each other as buddies. 

When Luther gets up in the morning, when he finally 

drags himself out of bed his rou,ne is, he heads to the kitchen 

to see if anything is cooking and then heads out into the back 

yard. As Luther makes the walk from the kitchen, through the 

family room and out the back door, Jenny usually hides some-

where along the path and pounces on Luther. It is just her 

aDempt to get him to play which he doesn’t have much desire 

to do as he is just trying to make it outside. Luther takes this 

in stride and keeps moving, but it is funny to watch these two 

as they have become friends. 

Mar,n Luther wrote about Chris,an friendship as he  

valued his friends and their rela,onships highly. He wrote that 

it was vitally important to hold fast to your friends. 

“Although we are moved to suspicion and displeasure, we 

should beat these back and remember not to allow them to 

sever the bond of love and ex,nguish its fire; but we should 

cling firmly to our friendship in the face of them. And if  

perchance displeasure and disagreement arise we should  

renew and improve our love and friendship.” 

Luther con,nues, “Throughout life a faithful friend is a 

very great blessing and a very precious treasure. This is true 

not only in view of the ordinary dangerous difficul,es in which 

he can offer help and consola,on but also in the view of  

spiritual tempta,ons.” 

“Even though your heart is thoroughly confirmed by the 

Holy Spirit, there is nonetheless a great advantage in having a 

friend with whom you can talk about religion and from whom 

you may hear words of comfort.” 

As we enter into this New Year 2020, treasure all that we 

have in our family and friend rela,onships. Knowing that 

there may be rough ,mes in our rela,onships, keep in mind 

as Luther wrote, “All of Christ’s friends were once his  

enemies.” 

“What a friend we have in Jesus!” Luther exclaims! “For 

Chris,ans must have humility for they enjoy the high honor 

and glorious dis,nc,on of being called friends of Christ and of 

God and that the Lord gave it to them purely out of grace.” 

Just like Luther the Dachshund and Jenny the Cat,  

treasure your friendships, especially the friend you have in 

Jesus Christ our Lord. For it is by His Grace we can call Him 

who loves us friend. 

May God bless you in this New Year, 

—Chaplain Pete, Luther the Dachshund and Jenny the cat 

 

FEBRUARY 1, 2020,  

10AM-12PM 
We're looking for people with interesting, cool, interactive 
modes of transportation to come and show off their vehicle!  
What we need:  
? Willing to talk and interact with children and family to tell 
about your vehicle  

? Some sort of interactive piece (let children touch, walk 
through, turn on siren, honk horn, etc)  

? Vehicles can include: old car/truck, monster truck, dune 
buggy, helicopter, horse, train, tractor, 4 wheeler, electric 
company truck, SWAT, first responder vehicles  

If you or someone you know would be interested in sharing 
their vehicle for this special event please let us know. Thank 
you for helping make Touch a Truck possible!  
Email: Kelly at kvalk@outlook.com to reserve your spot!  

Discover How God Orchestrates Everything for His Glory 
There are no minor characters in the story of God. Beginning with 
Genesis 12, walk alongside the fathers of our faith—Abraham, 
Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph—to discern Jesus in the stories of His 
people. Over 10 sessions, discover how God orchestrates every-
thing for His glory and the good of His people, and see how the God 
of creation and covenant is the same yesterday, today, and forever. 

Monday Women’s Bible Study 
starting January 13, 2020 

@ 6:15pm Middle School building, Room 102 
Registration forms are available at the Welcome Center. 

GOD OF 
COVENANT 

 
A STUDY OF GENESIS 12-50 

 

JEN WILKIN 

Welcome 
New School Admissions Counselor 

We are glad to welcome Mrs. Becky Bearden to our staff as 
our new Admissions Counselor. Mrs. Bearden is new to SPLS 

but not to Lutheran schools. She is a graduate of Good  
Shepherds Lutheran School in Collinsville, IL and Metro-East 
Lutheran High School in Edwardsville, IL. Both are St. Louis 

suburbs. She graduated from our denomination's Concordia - 
Chicago University in River Forest, IL with a music education 
degree. After a stint as an educator she began a long career 

with Disney as well as leading a home business. She is  
married to Jeremy and has Samuel (3B) and Grace (PK4B) 

here at SPLS. Mrs. Bearden will begin her duties on January 7.  
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 
HAPPY NEW YEAR 

 
OFFICE CLOSED 

 
6:30 AL-ANON 
 

2 
7:15am Men's Group 
8:30 Chess Camp 
5:30 MOVING HOPE 

5:30 PB Rehearsal 
5:30 CancerCare @  

Beef O’Brady’s 

3 
 
8:30 Chess Camp 

4 
 

5 
8:30 WORSHIP 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 BS 
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP 
 

6 
Teachers &  

Students Return 

7 
9am Heritage BS 
10:15 Prayer Group 

6:30 Trustees 

8 
8:25 CHAPEL K-8 
9:15 CHAPEL ECEC 
9:50 CHAPEL PK 

5:30 Bells of Joy 
6:30 AL-ANON 
6:30 Adult Choir 

9 
7:15am Men's Group 
8:15 PTO Meeting 
5:30 PB Rehearsal 
6:30 Katie’s Ladies 
7pm Marty’s Men 

 

10 
 
6-9pm MS Youth 

11 
8:30am Clay Shoot 

 
10am Red Nuss 
Memorial Service 

 

12 
8:30 WORSHIP 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 BS & CM 
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP 
 

13 
 
 
8am Coffee with  

Pastor Andy 
6:15 SIS 

14 
9am Heritage BS 
10:15 Prayer Group 
11:30 Lunch Bunch 

@ Beef O’Brady’s 
6:30 Lay Ministers 

15 
8:25 CHAPEL K-8 
9:15 CHAPEL ECEC 
9:50 CHAPEL PK 

5:30 Bells of Joy 
6:30 AL-ANON 
7pm CUW Band & 
Orchestra Concert 

16 
7:15am Men's Group 
9AM CUW Concert 
5:30 PB Rehearsal 
5:30 MOVING HOPE 

17 
7-9PM Girl Scout’s  

Father Daughter 
Dance 

18 
10am Koffee Klutch 
7PM St. Paul Night 
at the Lakeland 
Magic game 

19 
8:30 WORSHIP 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 BS & CM 
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP 
 

20 
MLK HOLIDAY 

 
 
 
 

6:15 SIS 

21 
9am Heritage BS 
10:15 Prayer Group 
1pm Knitting Ministry 
6:30 School Board 

22 
8:25 CHAPEL K-8 
9:15 CHAPEL ECEC 
9:50 CHAPEL PK 

5:30 Bells of Joy 
6:30 AL-ANON 
6:30 Adult Choir 

23 
7:15am Men's Group 
5:30 PB Rehearsal 

24 
6-9pm MS Youth 
 

25 
 

26 
8:30 WORSHIP 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 BS & CM 
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP 
 

27 
 
6:15 SIS 

28 
9am Heritage BS 
10:15 Prayer Group 

29 
8:25 CHAPEL K-8 

5:30 Bells of Joy 
6:30 AL-ANON 
6:30 Adult Choir 

30 
7:15am Men's Group 
9:15 CHAPEL ECEC 
9:50 CHAPEL PK 
5:30 PB Rehearsal 

31 
 

FEBRUARY 1 
10am-12pm 
Touch a Truck 

Event 

BS = Bible Study 
CM = Children’s Ministry 
ECEC = Early Childhood Enrichment Center 
HS = High School 
MS = Middle School 
PB = Praise Band 
SIS = Sisters In Study 

FEBRUARY 
Newsletter articles due. 

 

CLAY SHOOT GROUP 

Join us for our next Sporting Clay Shoot event on  
Saturday, January 11, at Tenoroc Shooting Range, 

3755 Tenoroc Mine Rd, Lakeland, at 8:30am until  
finished (10:30-11am). Optional lunch to follow. There 
are shotguns for rent or you can bring your own (need 
at least 30 shotgun shells). Mark these future Sporting 

Clay Shoot dates on your calendar:  
February 8, March 28, April 18, May 2, 2020 

NO SCHOOL 
ECEC & EAGLE’S 
CLUB OPEN 

NO SCHOOL—ECEC & EAGLE’S CLUB OPEN 

HIGH SCHOOL BEACH RETREAT Jan. 3-5 

KATIE’S LADIES 
Come and join us for Fellowship and Serving in the 

church and community. Our next meeting is  
January 9, at 6:30pm, in the Conference Room.  

 

KOFFEE KLUTCH 
Join us on January 18, from 10am-12pm at Sandy 
Jones home, 6828 Scenic Hills Blvd, 33810. Please 

RSVP to Sandy (813-323-2773). 

COFFEE WITH PASTOR ANDY ON JANUARY 13COFFEE WITH PASTOR ANDY ON JANUARY 13COFFEE WITH PASTOR ANDY ON JANUARY 13COFFEE WITH PASTOR ANDY ON JANUARY 13    

Want to get to know Pastor Andy? He wants to 

get to know you. Stop in the church lobby and 

have a cup of coffee. Let’s chat about life, 

sports, Jesus…whatever! Starts at 8:00am 

until 9:00ish or when we’re done!  

NATIONAL LUTHERAN SCHOOL’S WEEK 
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It is our commitment and privilege to provide a faith-based  

education to students from PreK-8th grade as well as early child-

hood enrichment for ages 15 months to 2 years. Our mission is  
 

“Providing comprehensive educational excellence that nurtures the  

spirit, engages the mind and equips learners to transform their  

community through Christ.”  
 

We would be delighted to have you and your children  

join our school family! For admission information or to schedule a 

tour, contact Becky Bearden at bbearden@stpaullakeland.org /  

863-644-7710. Also, check us out at www.splslakeland.org. 


