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We are passionate followers of JESUS, making disciples by eagerly connecting the community with the faith, hope, and love that transforms. 

 

Many are using ‘The Big Reveal’ as a way of building excitement for audiences. Wait for it, 

wait for it, wait for it,... now… the bus pulls away so the audience can see the completely 

renovated, remodeled home and everyone cheers and claps. Or, wait for it, wait for it, the 

family, the siblings, the friends, everyone is in suspense and the cake is cut and the plas$c 

$ny baby inside reveals what only the parents have known… it’s pink…it’s a girl or blue…it’s a 

boy and everyone cheers and claps. 

 

Jesus came as a baby and only a few no$ced. Yes it was ‘The Big Reveal’ to the lowly  

shepherds that night as angel choirs announced His birth and they ran to the manger. But no 

one else is men$oned in the story about being there that night. No one else was cheering or 

clapping. 

 

But this baby Jesus didn’t stay hidden. The Savior was soon revealed to two godly older  

people who had been wai$ng, wai$ng, wai$ng in the temple for the deliverance of their 

people. The big reveal was to wise men who followed a star for months, just to pay Jesus 

homage. The miracle worker Jesus, was revealed to some folks at a wedding party who  

wondered where the good wine came from. Jesus was revealed as he was bap$zed by John 

and God the Father said “This is my beloved Son.” Jesus revealed who he was in the  

synagogue as He stood up and said, “Today the Scripture has been fulfilled”, and he  

promptly was thrown out and they tried to kill him. 

 

These and other ‘Big Reveal’ stories will be our preaching series throughout the season of 

“Epiphany,” which ends with the super story of Jesus’ Transfigura$on up on a mountain  

observed by a few disciples. We will come to be2er know the revela$on of God to the world 

and to us personally during this season of Epiphany. I hope you will join us.  

The stories begin on December 30
th

.     —Pastor Ron Pennekamp 

COME JOIN US after Christmas for the 
 

 
—How Jesus reveals Himself to the world— 

 
 
 

S und ay s  @  8 : 30 am  &  t e n47 am  
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“CONNECTING  
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TO CHRIST” 

God’s Invasion 
 

Invasion is a word that recalls huge impact for 
all of us. The thought of ‘invasion’ stamps vivid 
images that etch experiences and memories into 
our lives.  

My father experienced the fear and protection 
of a military invasion when he was not yet 20, as 
his US Army forces pushed across France toward 
the Eastern Block European countries in the  
second major wave against the Evil Axis that was 
formed to end Hitler’s madness. His stories were of 
atrocities, suffering and grace that only a solider 
knows. 

If a home has ever been invaded, the owner 
knows how exposed and fear-filled vulnerability 
such emotions are that few other circumstances 
match. Personal invasion of sexual, physical, or 
emotional boundaries leaves the victim violated in 
ways that are profoundly singular yet, sadly, far too 
common for many.  

Financial language speaks of ‘invasion’ when 
referring to a reduction of principal assets such as 
with a trust or account. Invasion of corpus is  
typically an undesirable objective, unless it is a 
planned occurrence that is managed to handle 
unforeseen ‘what if’’ scenarios. The LCMS  
Foundation was created to determine such  
decisions. The thing about invasions is that they 

Find help at GriefShare with a friendly, 
caring group of people who will walk 
alongside you through one of life’s 

most difficult experiences. You don’t 
have to go through the grieving  

process alone. A 13-week session will 
begin on Wednesday, January 9 at 
6:30pm in the Conference Room. 

This is a FREE class and each  
session is “self-contained,” so you do 

not have to attend in sequence. Pastor 
Ron will facilitate this group. Pick up a  
brochure at the Welcome Center in the 

church lobby. If interested, contact 
Becky: 863-644-7710 ext: 423 /  
bhowell@stpaullakeland.org. 

It hurts to      lose someone.  

RUMMAGE SALE  
FUNDRAISER  
for Youth Gathering 

Saturday, March 16, 2019 

in the Athletic Center 
Drop off items the week before. 
Start saving your treasures now 

and clean out your closets/
garages/sheds for the Youth!  
If there are big items, we can 

pick them up.  

can be initiated to protect and provide!  
A surgeon invades the body to remedy a physical 

issue that requires the medical operation. When such 
invasion is needed, the risks are weighed against the 
benefits. It is determined that the benefits outweigh the 
risks toward the objective of healing.  

Privacy and identity ‘invasion’ is another hot  
button issue for contemporary government, health 
management, and digital worlds. Typically, these  
invasions present risk that creates unwanted  
vulnerability for all consumers and citizens.  

Invasions usually are associated with circum-
stances that involve important and critical issues; often 
life or death. When God planned to invade a world that 
He created with His Goodness but had gone rogue. 
This plan of invasion required not only a sacrificial 
lamb without blemish, but it would fulfill the only  
spiritual promise of immortality ever given with an  
unbreakable seal.  

God’s invasion penetrated and conquered the 
thresholds of evil with good; darkness with light; death 
with life! Bitterness, envy, malice, and hatred were 
covered up with compassion, love, peace, and  
forgiveness. The Good News for all mankind is that 
God, in Christ, has invaded His Creation to reconcile it 
(and us) back to the God who made it.  

God’s invasion brought the Savior. His Holy Spirit 
continues to sustain faith daily in the Word and  
Sacraments of the Church. Having been so invaded by 
God, we also can direct and plan His love for the  
people and ministries we care about, that they might 
spread the news. For more information, contact Jim 
Pennington, SPLC Gift Planning Counselor, at  
863-370-0305 or james.pennington@lfnd.org. 

Youth  

Dinner &  

Auction 
February 10  
5:00pm 

at St. Paul Lutheran 
Silent and Live  
Auction items 

More info coming! 



A Quiet Chamber 
by Gloria Klockziem 

The 'presto furioso' pace of the last weeks getting ready for 
retirement is now beginning to fade, and at long last I have the 
time to meditate on the words of the beautiful Christmas hymn 
verse, 
 

Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child, 
Make Thee a bed, soft undefiled, 
Within my heart, that it may be, 
A quiet chamber kept for Thee. 
 

A quiet chamber...be still and know that I am God....I hope 
that you didn't get so wound up with the shopping, presents, 
wrapping, programs, dinners etc., that you didn't give the Lord a 
chance to capture you with the serenity of a quiet stable in  
Bethlehem. 

That stable where one can find a small, crying child braving 
the elements of nature for the first time, a stable where the  
mother and father are filled with questioning minds over the  
immensity of the situation; because this was no ordinary child... 
this was the Son of God, and they knew it!! Did you meet the 
Babe of Bethlehem and worship God in the Flesh? If some of the 
true mystery of Christmas has eluded you and you are tired and 

worn out; take a long evening walk alone and ponder the  
wonderfully strange things that happened in Bethlehem that 
night many years ago...and touch the feet of God... 

Having touched His precious feet, our hearts are filled with 
love for all people, since God took time to show His love for us 
by sending His Son into the world. We too, now show our love in 
exchanging gifts or by simply being together. This spreads the 
message of Salvation to our sin-sick world. It gives us a hope, 
peace, and joy that only Jesus can give us. 

My heart is full of thankfulness and joy because of your love 
shown to me in my ministry at St. Paul Lutheran. It has been a 
journey of JOY as the Holy Spirit directed my leadership. There 
have been many things for which to celebrate—I listed as many 
as I could think of at my wonderful retirement dinner. Those are 
the 'Shout to the Lord' moments. In addition, I have had  
countless moments of a 'quiet chamber kept for Thee.' As the 
new year, 2019 begins, may we all have quiet moments with the 
Lord—alone—simply watching a sunrise or sunset, taking a 
walk, sitting in our favorite chair, and just 'be' with the Lord. For it 
is in those moments that Jesus talks to us to tell us how He 
loves us, to tell us of the hope we have in Him, and to tell us to 
get going and share this news with everyone that He puts in our 
path. God's blessings on the future, St. Paul!  

Love and prayers, Gloria 

HMONG MINISTRY REPORT 
By Pastor Yang 

Deuteronomy: 20:1—Before going to battle,  
Moses gave the Word of God to encourage the 
Israelites “When you go to war against your 
enemies and see horses and chariots and an 
army greater than yours, do not be afraid of 
them, because the Lord your God, who brought 
you out of Egypt, will be with you.” 
 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, 
Soon, we will leave 2018 behind and 

will welcome the new year of 2019. 
We give thanks to our Heavenly Father 

for His protection, guidance, and His  
provision for our daily lives from year to 
year. And we believe that He will also  
provide the necessities of life for us in the 
coming year and beyond. 

When the New Year arrives, everyone 
is very happy to greet one another with the 
best wishes for our loved one and friends. 
But we live in a hostile world and we do not 
know what lies ahead of us so we have the 
tendency to worry about our future. 

The Word of God in Deuteronomy  
reminds us that God will abide with us no 
matter what the challenges or obstacles that 
lie ahead. Don’t panic, just fix our eyes on 
Jesus and He will carry us through our  
journey into the future. 

GIVING JESUS 
You have seen the boxes in the lobby 
of our church. They are big and green 
and filled with toys. This time of year, 
lots of organizations ask for toys and 
money and volunteers. For the past 
10 years, St. Paul has been doing 
this for Parker Street Ministries. We 
have asked for toys to fill up their 
Christmas Store, which is really a store. It costs money to buy the gifts that are donated—
sounds weird doesn't it? There is a reason behind this method of "giving" away toys. The 
leaders at Parker Street Ministries have found a way to bring dignity into the neighbor-
hood that they serve. Residents that live in the area that Parker Street Ministries serves, 
must provide proof that they live in the neighborhood and that the children they are  
shopping for are under their care. Then they are free to shop in the store for their children/
grandchildren. The toys are marked down at 75% of the retail cost. Those that shop are 
able to use the money they have earned, usually working minimum wage jobs, to buy 
presents for their family.  
 

The picture above shows my two youngest daughters helping me price toys at the set-up 
event this year for the Parker Street Christmas Store. This is the second year that I 
brought my girls to help and wasn’t sure how it would go. I was worried that all they would 
want to do was look at the toys and ask if they could get them for Christmas. It truly is a 
"kid in a candy store" experience. While they did get excited over the toys and show me 
the ones they wanted for Christmas, they mostly worked hard at sorting and organizing 
the toys to be priced. 
 

God gave us the greatest gift at Christmas, His son, Jesus Christ. By supporting the work 
of Parker Street Ministry, we are helping the people in Lakeland hear and experience 
God's greatest gift, JESUS! Thank you to all who donated gifts and to the 25+ people 
from St. Paul who helped set up the Christmas store this year. Happy New Year!  

—Nick Moss, Director of Christian Education 
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Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!  

I hope and pray that this was a good year for 

you and that 2019 will be even be"er and more 

blessed. I am sure you had your moments and your  

challenges over this year, but through God’s Grace, you 

made it! On to the next year! 

My mind just flashed to how special it is to be able to 

get up every morning and thank our Father for the day 

ahead. I am at the age where I consider just ge.ng up a gi/ 

from God. Things don’t always want to work in the  

morning…the legs are a touch unsteady un2l I get going. 

The fingers are a li"le harder to straighten out because of 

arthri2s. The mind doesn’t start hi.ng on all cylinders un2l 

the coffee hits the system. And my li"le buddy Luther is 

showing the same signs.  

I had to wake him up last Sunday morning so he could 

go start his day out back. He wouldn’t wake up. I gently 

shook him a couple of 2mes and he opened his eyes so I 

figured he was good to go. Wrong! 

I picked him up and set him on the floor. He proceeded 

to fall over on his le/ side and just laid there for a few  

seconds. He didn’t have far to fall, but I think it came as a 

real surprise to him. He opened his eyes again, looked at 

me and started wagging his tail. All I could do was laugh. So 

by God’s Grace we were both up and going one more 2me.  

So what is this Grace we hold so dear? Let’s look at 

what Mar2n Luther tells us about Grace. 

Luther first off, defines Grace for us. “Grace signifies 

that favor with which God receives us, forgiving our sins 

and jus2fying us freely through Christ. It freely grants us the 

faith which alone jus2fies us.” Luther felt that God’s Grace 

was His greatest gi/ to us. He tells us, “For God indeed 

gives to some many good things and richly adorns them, as 

He did Lucifer in heaven. He sca"ers His gi/s broadcast 

among the mul2tude; but He does not therefore regard 

them. His good things are merely gi/s, which last for a  

season; but His Grace and regard are the inheritance which 

lasts forever…in His Grace, God gives us His very Self.” 

“In the gi/s of God, we touch His hand: but in His Grace 

we receive His heart, spirit, mind and will.” Think about this 

statement of Luther’s for a moment. It is by God’s Grace 

that we have his favor or good will. It is by God’s Grace we 

receive His Son Jesus Christ who died on the cross for us. It 

is by God’s Grace that we live! It is by God’s Grace that we 

are forgiven! Praise to God the Father and His Son Jesus 

Christ! 

So as we enter in to 2019, I encourage you to meditate 

on this incredible gi/ of God’s Grace. For it is by His Grace 

we live! May God bless you and yours through the season 

and the year ahead! 

 

—Chaplain Pete, Luther the Dachshund & Jenny the 
cat, who is showing signs that she thinks she is a Dachshund! 

I was recently challenged AGAIN about the 
whole “on-line” idea of relationships in an 
article I read looking at on-line church  
worship as a replacement for coming to 
church. Facebook and other social media 
have been through many studies by  
sociologist and psychologist. Facebook is 
coming up on 15 years since its launch back 
in 2004. Our country is huge and it does 

seem to connect people together. Studies show something very different. 
People report they are lonely, suffer from depression, sad at the lack of real 
friendships and report other issues that are connected to these feelings.  
Wasn’t social media going to fix this?  

Don’t get me wrong, I believe social media has its place. When my  
family was in Alaska and it took 5k or better and up to two days travel to get 
back and see family, Facebook was a great way for my mom to see the 
grandkids. Skype was a blessing because the kids would walk grandma 
through the house and show her school projects, awards, and of course the 
snow outside our windows. We could drop in to the family Christmas in Ohio 
and chat with cousins, siblings and other grandparents. It was a blessing and 
we miss the ability now to communicate with her via social media. There is a 
genuine sadness in not being able to talk to my mom now as she is in a  
nursing home and unable, most days, to recognize us due to dementia. As 
nice as it was, I know it was not perfect. Today I realize how imperfect social 
media really is. 

My kids do not have many memories of my mom and the conversations 
with her. They were younger and time has passed, so that is part of the lack 
of memories, but I challenge that as “the answer.” My kids remember all 
kinds of things we did as a family from that same time period of life. They 
very clearly remember going out fishing. They remember picking up sand 
dollars on black sand beaches in Alaska. They remember low tide and slosh-
ing through tidal beds seeing the most amazing variety and colors of starfish. 
They remember buckets of berries we picked. They remember the awards 
they showed their grandma, the parent-torturing science fair projects that 
seemed to take endless hours to complete and is part of the reason I have so 
little hair on my head. I believe that they do not remember their grandma very 
well because of the lack of real face to face interaction and the act of sharing 
life together. 

I also think this is key for us to remember as the Christmas season drifts 
into the past for 2018 and we enter into 2019. Jesus came and lived among 
us to have face to face interaction and to share life with us. 

I have been blessed to perform a lot of weddings over the years. Many 
of those couples met online. No couple who meets online wants to stay 
online; the goal is to meet in person and hopefully start a life together. So the 
point of this article is this: Should Christians be any different? If we see how 
social media has not fulfilled the feeling of loneliness and we see how Jesus 
came from heaven to seek out face to face interaction with us and we know 
people who meet online eventually want to meet face to face, why would we 
think that we don’t need time out of our schedules to come and be a part of 
the body of Christ in a face to face environment of worship? Let’s be honest, 
when I listen to a pod cast or watch a you-tube video, most of the time I am 
multi-tasking doing something else. It might be cooking dinner or doing some 
paperwork. If I wanted to lie, I would say I work out and watch sermons 
online, but I don’t work out.  

A true relationship where growing closer and being truly connected  
develops best when it is face to face and living daily life together would be 
great to have as a norm not the exception. As we enter the new year,  
consider the importance of being present in worship and becoming involved 
so that along with fellow believers and most importantly Jesus, we form and  
develop deep meaningful relationships that support and carry us all through 
our life and every circumstance we encounter.  

God bless and happy New Year. —Pastor Andy 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  
 

1 
CLOSED 

Happy New Year 

 
 

2 
NO SCHOOL 

ECEC & Eagle’s Club 
Open 7am-6pm 

8:30-5:30 Chess Camps 

3 
NO SCHOOL 

ECEC & Eagle’s Club 
Open 7am-6pm 

7:15am Men's Group 
8:30-5:30 Chess Camps 
5:30 CancerCare 
6pm Church Properties 

4 
NO SCHOOL 

ECEC & Eagle’s Club 
Open 7am-6pm 

8:30-5:30 Chess Camps 

5 
 

6 
8:30 WORSHIP 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 CG & CM 
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP 
 

7 
Teachers &  

Students return from 
Christmas break 

8 
11:30 Lunch Bunch 
@ The Rib House 

6:30 Lay Ministers 
6:30 Trustees 

9 
8:25 CHAPEL K-8 
9:15 CHAPEL ECEC 
9:45 CHAPEL PK 
5pm Bells of Joy 
6:30 AL-ANON 
6:30 GriefShare 
6:30 Adult Choir 
8:30 YAG 

10 
7:15am Men's Group 
8:15 PTO Meeting 
6:30 Katie’s Ladies 
7pm Marty’s Men 

11 
7:30am Donuts for  

Dads 
6-9pm MS Youth 

12 
 

13 
NEW MEMBER  
WELCOME 
8:30 WORSHIP 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 CG & CM 
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP 
7pm VB Open Gym 

14 
 

 

15 
6:30 School Board 

16 
8:25 CHAPEL K-8 
5pm Bells of Joy 
6:30 AL-ANON 
6:30 GriefShare 
6:30 Adult Choir 
8:30 YAG 

17 
7:15am Men's Group 
9:15 CHAPEL ECEC 
9:45 CHAPEL PK 
6:30 Theology Pub at 

Beef O’Brady’s 

18 
6-9pm MS Youth  

19 
9-11 Sport Clay Shoot 
10am Koffee Klutch @  

PicassoZ 

20 
8:30 WORSHIP 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 CG & CM 
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP 
7pm Adult VB 

21 
MLK HOLIDAY 
NO SCHOOL 

ECEC & Eagle’s Club 
Open 7am-6pm 

 
 

22 
9am Heritage 
10:15 Prayer Group 
 

 

23 
8:25 CHAPEL K-8 
9:15 CHAPEL ECEC 
9:45 CHAPEL PK 
5pm Bells of Joy 
6:30 AL-ANON 
6:30 GriefShare 
6:30 Adult Choir 
8:30 YAG 

24 
7:15am Men's Group 

 

25 
 

26 
9am-12pm  

TOUCH A TRUCK 
Community Event 

27 
BLOOD MOBILE 
8:30 WORSHIP 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 CG & CM 
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP 
12:30 LCMS Youth 
Gathering Meeting 
7pm Adult VB 

28 
5-7pm Spaghetti 
Dinner Fundraiser 

29 
9am Heritage 
10:15 Prayer Group 
6pm Kindergarten 
Open House 

30 
8:25 CHAPEL K-8 
5pm Bells of Joy 
6:30 AL-ANON 
6:30 GriefShare 
6:30 Adult Choir 
8:30 YAG 

31 
7:15am Men's Group 
9:15 CHAPEL ECEC 
9:45 CHAPEL PK 

  

FEBRUARY 
Newsletter articles due. 

CG = Community Group 
CM = Children’s Ministry 
ECEC = Early Childhood Enrichment Center 
FPU = Financial Peace University 
HS = High School 
MS = Middle School 
VB = Volleyball 
YAG = Young Adult Gathering 

HS Retreat Jan. 4-6  

KATIE’S LADIES—It’s a New Year, come and join us for Fellowship 

and Serving in the church and community. Our next meeting is  
January 10, 2019, in the church library. In March 2019, we will gather for 
a well deserved weekend Retreat. More info coming. 
 

KOFFEE KLUTCH—January 19, from 10am-12pm at PicassoZ  

Pottery, 4632 Cleveland Heights Blvd. Cost is $20. Please RSVP by  
January 3 to Charisse (863-669-8379) or Linda (863-248-9839). 

SAVE THE DATES 
 

MEN’S RETREAT 
February 22-24, 2019 

 

WOMEN’S RETREAT 
March 29-31, 2019 

 

MARRIAGE RETREAT 
April 5-7, 2019 

SPAGHETTI DINNER 

Marty’s Men will host a Spaghetti  
Dinner on Monday, January 28, from 
5:00-7:00pm in the Fellowship Center. 
Enjoy tossed salad, breadsticks,  
spaghetti with meat sauce, dessert 
and beverage. Adult tickets are $10; 
Child tickets are $5 (10 yrs. & under) 
or $30 for a whole family. Take-out will 
begin at 3:00pm. Proceeds will go for 
scholarships to the Men’s Retreat 
at Luther Springs (Hawthorne, 
FL), February 22-24.  
Tickets are available at 
the Welcome Center  
starting January 6. 



NON-PROFIT 

ORGANIZATION 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

LAKELAND, FL 

PERMIT NO. 85 
4450 Harden Boulevard, Lakeland, FL  33813 

JANUARY 26, 2019, 9AM-12PM 
We're looking for people with interesting, cool,  
interactive modes of transportation to come and 
show off their vehicle!  
    

If you or someone you know would be interested in 
sharing their vehicle for this special event please let 
us know. Thank you for helping make Touch a Truck 
possible!  

What we need:  
? Willing to talk and interact with children 
and family to tell about your vehicle  
? Some sort of interactive piece (let children 
touch, walk through, turn on siren, honk 
horn, etc)  
? Vehicles can include: old car/truck, monster 
truck, dune buggy, helicopter, horse, train, 
tractor, 4 wheeler, electric company truck, 
SWAT, first responder vehicles  

Email: kvalk@outlook.com to reserve your spot!  


