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We are passionate followers of JESUS, making disciples by eagerly connecting the community with the faith, hope, and love that transforms. 

L       king back and L       king Forward  

And God is able to make all grace And God is able to make all grace And God is able to make all grace And God is able to make all grace 
abound to you, so that having all abound to you, so that having all abound to you, so that having all abound to you, so that having all     
sufficiency in all things at all times, sufficiency in all things at all times, sufficiency in all things at all times, sufficiency in all things at all times, 
you may abound in every good work. you may abound in every good work. you may abound in every good work. you may abound in every good work.     

2 Corinthians 9:8 

Looking Back at the blessings of 2018 and looking 
forward to the opportunities of 2019 is beneficial. It’s 
good to look back over the last year and see how the 
Lord has led our church and empowered us to do His 
work. Here are some highlights: 

• Last January, 23 High School youth participated 
in their first Beach Retreat which focused on  
relationships. It was led by a young couple,  
Kevin and Maggie Pahl. Kevin was active in our 
youth ministry and school. 

• Our Touch-a-truck community event was  
attended by over 500 people. Many wanted more 
information about our church and school. 

• In March, we blessed KidsPACK and VISTE 
ministries with $25,000 worth of food through our 
Feed the Need event. 

• Last summer, 60 volunteers and 280 children 
participated in our VBS “Shipwrecked.” The  
children learned that Jesus carries us through 
life’s storms and rescues us from our sins. 

• In October, during the Saturate Lakeland project, 
over 200 people committed to pray, 165 people 
assembled packets and 87 people delivered 
door to door good news packets that contained a 
Gospel tract, info about St. Paul Lutheran and a 
DVD of three movies about Jesus. 

• Two 13-week sessions of GriefShare ministered 
God’s comfort and healing to over 40 people. 
Many were significantly helped in their journey 
through grief. 

• In 2018, we gave out over 1,800 bags of  
groceries reaching approximately 6,300 people 
and spent over $10,000 to stock the pantry. We 
also collected 2,189 pounds of food at our  
Give-a–Ton food drive in November. 

• 36 new members representing 16 new families 
were welcomed into our church in 2018. Just this 
month we welcomed 38 new members. Also,10 
people were baptized into God’s family. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We must always be praying and Looking Forward 
to anticipate what other blessings, opportunities and 
challenges the Lord has for us. Here are a few coming 
up for 2019: 

• A Music Task Force is searching for new leader-
ship for a Director of Music and leadership for 
our Contemporary Praise Band. 

• A Call Committee is being formed to search for a 
new Senior Pastor as Pastor Ron is retiring at 
the end of June. 

• The Guatemala Community Water Project will 
help with a small town’s school roof replacement, 
repair of bathrooms and placement of a water 
tank. A team will be traveling there in March to 
help with other projects and continue to build 
relationships. $5000 has been pledged to help. 

• In February, we will have a major food giveaway 
event. We expect to help hundreds of people 
from our community with this food. 

• We are hosting the Florida-Georgia Music  
Festival in February where 400 students from 12 
schools will perform and be rated by judges. 

• The men are hosting a retreat in February, the 
women are hosting a retreat in March and in 
April we are hosting a Marriage Retreat. 

• 33 High School youth will attend the LCMS  
National Youth Gathering in Minneapolis,  
Minnesota this summer. The theme is “Real  
Present God.” 

Your support through your prayers, hours of service 
using your talents and generous donations support the 
ministry that allows us to do this work. I am so thankful 
for all the Lord has done and is doing through you. 
One area I will be focused on as I move towards 

retirement is further reducing our debt. Our Moving the  
Mountain campaign will end in April of next year. So 
far, we have received $1,247,000 of the $1,622,000 
pledged. We have paid off one of our two loans in 
September 2018. Our outstanding loan balance is 
$1,642,000.  
Reducing debt will free us to do more ministry and 

mission. Being debt free will allow us to walk through 
more doors to connect people to Christ. I pray that 
God will continue to lead us and we will be obedient to 
follow. 

In His Service, Pastor Ron 
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“CONNECTING  
THE COMMUNITY  
TO CHRIST” 

HMONG MINISTRY REPORT 

“But let all who take refuge in You be glad; let them ever 
sing for joy. Spread Your protection over them that those 

who love Your name may rejoice in You.” Psalm 5:11  
 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, I would like to share a story with you.  
Recently, while I was plowing my garden to plant the new crops for this 

winter, a flock of egrets swooped down around me. They followed the  
tractor wherever I went, hoping to pick up the worms and insects from the 
newly tilled ground. Suddenly, a night hawk swooped down to try and catch 
an egret for his meal. But instead of the birds flying away to escape the 
hawk, they flew toward me and the tractor, staying very close—within a few 
yards, for protection. The hawk just flew away and never came back to 
bother them that day.  

In a similar way, when we face life’s challenges, we seek the protection 
of our Heavenly Father who daily preserves and defends us against all evils 
and misfortunes. May the Lord be your refuge and strength throughout this 
coming year.  —Pastor Zong Yang 

PICTURE DIRECTORY UPDATE—On Saturday, March 23rd, Lifetouch will be here 
from 11am-6pm to take photos of new members and anyone who missed our previous 
photography dates. All participating families will receive a FREE 8x10 photo and a 
FREE Updated Pictorial Directory. To make an appointment, go online to our website 
at www.stpaullakeland.org and clicking on the scrolling Directory Picture which will take 
you to the Lifetouch scheduling site. Or you can call Janet in the office, 863-644-7710, 
to make your appointment. Not available on March 23rd? There is another option at  

  Christ Lutheran Church on Monday, March 11. Contact Janet for more info. 

Greed or Trust 
 

An under-appreciated aspect of the  
Christian faith is that it encourages people to 
move away from a self-indulgent appetite of 
tight-fistedness to conviction that carries a  
responsibility for the needs of others.  

Greed however, thrives within all humans. 
The desire to have more, driven by an  
insatiable longing is one of the prevalent  
motivators in our culture. For proof, simply 
watch the lottery purchases from week to week.  

Just like sin in general most people, even 
Christians, are not fully aware of how greed 
lives within, nor how it affects our thinking and 
decision making. If you ask most participants 
who partake in the lottery, they will tell you that 
it’s ‘just entertainment.’ Greed casts a longing 
passion for what we don’t have.  

God thought it was important enough to 
focus two of the ten commandments specifically 

on this Greed tendency. Other commandments  
dealing with stealing, killing or adultery have their 
origins in greed.  

Martin Luther used the word ‘trust’ often in his 
instructional catechisms. He states in the  
explanations of the commandments, ‘we should 
fear, love and TRUST in God so that . . .  (we live 
according to His Will).” 

Trust is the response of faith, believing in what 
we have not seen. Trust gives hope and increases 
reliance on the object of our trust.  

When people number their days, they will  
typically have one of two reactions. Either they will 
avoid the thought of death, longing for more and 
more enjoyment of this life, or they will rely on the 
promise of this life turning to immortality. 

Less than half of Americans prepare their estate 
plan before their death. We encourage people who 
know and trust in God, to move forward with  
confidence that our future is under God’s protection. 
He cares for us and promises to give all good things 
for our well-being. Trust today! 

Contact Jim Pennington, SPLC Gift Planning 
Counselor, james.pennington@lfnd.org or 863-370-
0305, to learn how a Christian Guide can help you 
plan and direct your passion to given through your 
estate and financial gift plans. 

MISSIONARIES 
THANK YOU 
Al (Panz) and Nancy  

Alvarez, missionaries with 
Story Runners, sent a thank 
you note to St. Paul for our 
generous support. The  
students of SPLS held a 
uniform buyout day raising 
$532.95 in support of the 
Alvarez mission of bringing 
God’s stories to unreached 
people. Currently, they are 
in Nepal, training leaders to 
use Oral Bible Storying as a 
way of spreading the  

Gospel from one person to 
another. 



Swan Restoration Story 
by Jeff Miller 

On December 19, 2015, I noticed that our 
worn down, faded and very sad swan called “A 
Wing and A Prayer,” had been thrown into the 
dumpster, so I took it with the desire to fix it up 
and set it in front of my house. I quickly realized 
that I had bit off more than I could chew. This was 
going to be a lot of work. I scraped about 100 
pounds of stone, plaster, concrete and other really 
icky stuff off of her. Over the last few years, I had 
to keep putting off working on her for other  
projects and then Deb & I moved to northern  
Virginia. This past May, I moved the swan from 
Florida to Virginia to finish working on her. I  
managed to cut her out of her boat shell and she 
began to blossom. When I finished painting her, I 
realized how much she had touched my life. My 
neighbors in Virginia fell in love with her as I 
striped and painted her in front of my house there. 
Well, I became torn between putting her in front of 
my Lakeland house or returning her to St. Paul. It 
really wasn’t until I got back to Lakeland that I 
decided to drop her off on her old slab. Several of 
my friends were against my decision but I felt she 
needed to be home. I can only hope that the St. 
Paul family appreciates her and all the love and 
emotions that went into restoring her. Many of you 
have seen her progress on my Facebook page so 
please feel free to go there and look up the  
videos. 

The LCMS Na�onal Youth Gathering is in  

Minneapolis, Minnesota, this summer. St. Paul's 

High School Youth Ministry is now registering 

high school students. Below is a list of those that 

have signed up. Please keep these young people 

and their adult leaders in your prayers as they 

prepare for this event! High School students can s�ll sign up. Contact Jon Klockziem, 

jek6x6@gmail.com or Nick Moss, nmoss@stpaullakeland.org, for more informa�on. 

 

 

SENIORS 

Emily Aqui 
Logen Balestreri 
Jacob Barnett 
Daniel Djankhah 
Emily Foppe 
David Ritchie 

JUNIORS 

George Elliott 
Michael Flores 
Ryan Horsman 
Lane McRae 
Agnes Smith 
Luke Southmayd 
Madeline Umscheid 
Brenden Vern 

SOPHOMORES 

Grace Aqui 
Corbin Balestreri 
Anna Foppe 
Daniel Marra 
Grace Ritchie 
Jonas VanWinkle 

FRESHMEN 
Quinn Blain 
Giovanni Burke 
Andrew Cheyne 
Madison Crouthamel 
Logan Dame 
Henry Elliott 
Carol Gardner 
Marianne Holt 
Michaela Pierson 
Bre Raymond 
Jack Smith 
Rachel Southmayd 
Spencer Willey 

ADULTS: Jason Harris, Jon Klockziem, Wil Lehmker,  
             Ashley Pridgen, Lyndi Smith, Lea Tolzmann 

MENU: Hand-Pulled Pork and Chicken with fresh baked Slider Rolls, Maggie's 

Mac & Cheese and Baked Beans with Brisket along with home-made desserts. 

@ St. Paul Lutheran, 4450 Harden Blvd. 

( L ive  & Si lent )  (Miss ion BBQ) 

Tickets o
n 

sale TO
DAY 

CHURCH  
RUMMAGE SALE  

Saturday, March 16, 2019 
in the Athletic Center 

TO BENEFIT HS Youth attending NYG 

Drop off items the week before. Start 

saving your treasures now. Clean out 

your closets/garages/sheds for the 

Youth! Got big items? We can pick 

them up. *Big items can also be dropped 

off by appointment and put in the stor-

age pod on campus. Contact Nick Moss, 

863-644-7710, x409. 

Voters’ Meeting 
Sunday, February 17th at 4pm  

in the Worship Center  
This meeting will include the following items to be voted on: 
• The Board of Trustee nomination committee search for 

new board members. The committee will be chaired by 
Kris Pahl and will include if ratified Vernon Southmayd, 
Greg Wilhelm, Carson Judge, Jodi or James Tucker.  

• The other item on the agenda will be voting on mem-
bers for the Senior Pastor Call Committee. If ratified by 
the voting members will be chaired by Joe Glossick 
and members will include Richard Saxton, Don Diltz, 
Jennifer Judge, Randy Anderson, Charisse Pacheco, 
Kathy Ammon and Lori Lee Jorez. Non-voting mem-
bers will be Nick Moss and Bob Boyd.  

We hope everyone will join us to have a voice in the future 
of St Paul Lutheran. 
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For the past three years, I have come to you with the 
continuing saga of Luther the Wonder Dachshund. In 

spite of his faults, as we all have, he is a wonderful little guy to 
have around. He is kind, sweet and gentle. If he were a person, 
he would be one of those people who never speaks an unkind 
word about anyone or anything. I really don’t think I have even 
heard him bark more than ten times in the almost seven years he 
has been with us. He is that peaceful. Jenny the cat is always 
trying to goad him into playing or chasing around, but nope,  
Luther just likes it quiet. He truly is a dog of peace and joy. 

So what is the subject of our column this month? Joy! It is 
such a simple small word but it has large meaning in our lives as 
Christians and is a word that Martin Luther wrote about at length. 
I have preached on joy both here at church and in the prison 
chapel. It was one of the sermons God the Father gave me that 
the inmates appreciated. After all, how do you find joy in a prison 
setting? You find joy through God the Father. 

Luther said, “The quest for happiness is common to all  
mortals, and there is no one who would not wish himself well and 
would not hate to have things go ill with him. And yet all men, as 
many as are alive, have lost the understanding of true happiness, 
and those who, like the philosophers, have inquired most about it 
have lost it more than others have.” 

We are all looking for happiness and joy in life whether in our 
family relationships and those with other people including co-
workers, church family and so on, or just in our own minds and 
hearts. We all are seeking joy, peace and happiness. But Luther 
tells us something vitally important. “God wants us to be cheerful, 
and He hates sadness. For had He wanted us to be sad, He 
would not have given us the sun, the moon and the various fruits 
of the earth…all of these He gave us for our good cheer.” 

The question comes to mind then, how do we achieve this 
joy in a world full of hate and untrustworthy people? Luther tells 
us, “To achieve this joy we must cling wholeheartedly to the Word 
and find comfort in the thought that Christ has so solemnly  
promised to be with us, together with the Father, and to protect 
us, so that no misfortune will harm us, no power of the devil and 
the world will crush us or tear us away from Him. In this way, we 
constantly find comfort and joy and we become increasingly  
happy as time goes on, allowing no suffering or adverse  
circumstance to make us depressed or despondent.” 

And this from Luther really hits home. “In fact, bearing all 
manner of suffering for the love of Christ actually becomes  
pleasant and delightful…the joy of the Christian endures forever.” 
Life in Christ is where true joy lies. You will find true joy and true 

peace there in His arms. Go to Him who 
loves you so. Peace, joy and comfort are 
there with Him!  
And like Charles M. Schulz, the creator of 
Peanuts, told us, “happiness is a warm 
puppy,” just like little Luther! Blessings! 
  

—Chaplain Pete, Luther the Dachshund 
& Jenny the cat 

THE MUSIC MINISTRY TASK FORCE  
is pleased to inform you that we have been approved to 

begin the search for the new Director of Music. A job  

description has been developed and is available at the  

Welcome Center. We will now begin the search for the  

person that we know God has already chosen for this new 

position. For full details, please attend the February 17th 

Voters’ Meeting at 4:00pm for the formal announcement.  

FA-GA District  
Music Festival  

February 22, 2019 
Over 400 students, from 12 different FL-GA district 

Lutheran Schools will be on our campus to participate at 

this year’s Music Festival. Bands, Choirs and Handbell 

Choirs will perform and be rated by judges. 

Volunteers are needed to park cars, direct visitors, 

set-up lunch and hospitality. Contact Denise Bates, 

dbates7@gmail.com. 

STAFF CHANGES 
Pastor Ron Pennekamp has announced 

that he will retire as Senior Pastor of  

St. Paul on June 30, 2019. The Board of  

Trustees is now gathering a call committee  

for a Senior Pastor.  

Gloria Klockziem, our former Minister of Music,  

retired in November 2018 and Nick Herbert, our Modern 

Worship Leader, has taken another music leader position 

in Plant City as of February 10, 2019. A music task force has 

been working to define the future music ministry at SPL 

and is currently seeking applicants for a Music Director 

position. A job description is available at the Welcome  

Center. For more info contact the church office.  

We thank God for the service of these faithful servants. 

Please pray as we begin our search for new staff. 

MARRIAGE RETREAT ~ APRIL 5-7, 2019! 
The Seven Principles Workshop for Couples is based on the interna-
tionally acclaimed research of Dr. John Gottman as presented in his 
New York Times bestselling book, The Seven Principles for Making 
Marriage Work. This educational workshop is designed to help  
couples improve their friendship and conflict management skills. 
Presenters are John and Tracey Crawley from Newport News,  
Virginia. What will be covered in this weekend… 

• Improve friendship, fondness, and admiration 
• • Enhance romance and intimacy 
• • Manage conflict constructively 
• • Maintain gains throughout a lifetime 
• • Gain skills to address perpetual and solvable problems 
• • Create shared meaning 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
  

 

 
 

  
1 

6-9pm MS Youth  

2 
 

3 
8:30 WORSHIP 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 CG & CM 
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP 
 

4 
5pm VB Skills 

5 
9am Heritage 
10:15 Prayer Group 
6pm Pre-K Open 
House 

6:30 Trustees 

6 
8:25 CHAPEL K-8 
9:15 CHAPEL ECEC 
9:45 CHAPEL PK 
5pm Bells of Joy 
6:30 AL-ANON 
6:30 GriefShare 
6:30 Adult Choir 
8:30 YAG 

7 
7:15am Men's Group 
8:15 PTO Meeting 
5:30 CancerCare 
6pm Church Properties 

8 
 

9 
10am Koffee Klutch  
@ Theresa Wilhelm’s 

home 

10 
8:30 WORSHIP 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 CG & CM 
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP 
5-7pm Youth Dinner & 
Auction Fundraiser 

7pm VB Open Gym 

11 
5pm VB Skills 

12 

9am Heritage 
10:15 Prayer Group 
11:30 Lunch Bunch 
@ Ovation Bistro 
4pm Endowment 
6:30 Lay Ministers 

13 
5pm Bells of Joy 
6:30 AL-ANON 
6:30 GriefShare 
6:30 Adult Choir 
8:30 YAG 

14 
7:15am Men's Group 
9:15 CHAPEL ECEC 
9:45 CHAPEL PK 
6:15 Katie’s Ladies 
7pm Marty’s Men 

15 
8-1pm Grandparent’s 

Day 
8:25 CHAPEL K-8 
11:30 SPLS Dismissal 
6-9pm MS Youth  

16 
FOOD GIVE-AWAY 

9-11am 
 

 

17 
 
8:30 WORSHIP 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 CG & CM 
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP 
4pm VOTERS’ MTG. 
7pm Adult VB 

18 
PRESIDENT’S DAY 
SPLS in session 

 
5pm VB Skills 
6:15pm SIS 

19 
9am Heritage 
10:15 Prayer Group 
6:30 School Board 
 

 

20 
8:25 CHAPEL K-8 
9:15 CHAPEL ECEC 
9:45 CHAPEL PK 
5pm Bells of Joy 
6:30 AL-ANON 
6:30 GriefShare 
6:30 Adult Choir 
8:30 YAG 

21 
7:15am Men's Group 
6:30 Theology Pub at 

Beef O’Brady’s 

22 
Men’s Retreat @ 
Luther Springs 

Music Festival 

23 
Men’s Retreat @ 
Luther Springs 

 
9-11 Sport Clay Shoot 
@ Fishhawk, Lithia 
 

24 
Men’s Retreat @  
Luther Springs 

8:30 WORSHIP 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 CG & CM 
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP 
7pm Adult VB 

25 
5pm VB Skills 
6:15pm SIS 

26 
9am Heritage 
10:15 Prayer Group 
 

27 
8:25 CHAPEL K-8 
5pm Bells of Joy 
6:30 AL-ANON 
6:30 GriefShare 
6:30 Adult Choir 
8:30 YAG 

28 
7:15am Men's Group 
9:15 CHAPEL ECEC 
9:45 CHAPEL PK 

  

CG = Community Group 
CM = Children’s Ministry 
ECEC = Early Childhood Enrichment Center 
HS = High School 
MS = Middle School 
SIS = Sisters in Study Bible Study 
VB = Volleyball 

MEN’S RETREAT - “FISHERS OF MEN” 
February 22-24, 2019 at Luther Springs Retreat Center 
(Hawthorne, FL). Marty’s Men and St. Paul Lutheran invite 

men, ages 16 and up, to a weekend retreat. Pastor Ron Pennekamp 
will be our speaker. Here’s your chance to get away for a weekend at a 
place where men can be men and Christian brotherhood abounds. For 
more info and registration, contact Richard Saxton, 863-559-6691 / 
RSAXTON@CHRISTYREPS.COM. 

(Registration forms are at the Welcome Center) 

BAKE SALE 

FEBRUARY 17 
Get ready from some 
delicious homemade 

treats made by our Katie’s Ladies 
group. Proceeds will benefit the 
Women’s Retreat March 29-31. 

j j j j omen’s eeee    etreat ~ March 29-31, 2019  

at Cedarkirk Camp, Lithia, FL 
Wishing you could sneak away to the mountains? Need  
to slow down, savor a warm beverage while chatting  
with friends, and enjoy time with God? Then join us at 
Cozy Mountain Lodge! It’s a mountain lodge themed  
retreat you won’t want to miss! 

 
More info & registration will be available on Feb. 17. 

Teacher Appreciation Week 
MARCH 

Newsletter articles due. 

"We love because he first loved us."  
1 John 4:19 
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FOOD GIVEAWAY EVENT 

Saturday, February 16, 2019 
9:00-11:00am  

Volunteers are needed starting 8:00am 
Contact Kelly Oglialoro, 863-644-7710  

koglialoro@stpaullakeland.org 


