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We are passionate followers of JESUS, making disciples by eagerly connecting the community with the faith, hope, and love that transforms. 

HOPE� PEACE� JOY� LOVE 
God’s blessings to you during this time 
where we remember and reflect on our 
Savior’s birth!  
 

Christmas time brings forth a 
lot of different emotions 
and memories. For many, 
those memories are  
happy and joy-filled 
but for others, those 
memories might be 
painful and associated 
with a time of tears. 
Advent, a Latin word 
which means coming  
or approaching is a  
special church season of  
preparation and anticipation. 
Preparation and anticipation for the  
coming of Jesus in the past as the baby in 
the manger. Preparation and anticipation 
for the coming of Jesus in the future with 
His promised second coming! We also  
remember that right now Jesus is present 
with us in the Word and Sacraments.  
 

This helps us as followers of Jesus, no  
matter what emotions we feel at  
Christmas time, to rest firmly on His past 
actions on our behalf, His present  
comfort given to us now and in the  
future, promises to set everything that’s 
broken, right.  
 

This advent and Christmas time we will be 
focusing on the Advent wreath where we 
find 5 candles. Those five candles  
represent Hope, Peace, Joy, Love and 

Christ. One is lit each week as we count 
down to Christmas Eve where that last 

“Christ candle” is lit. I pray this  
Advent journey is a blessing to 

you and your family.  
 

As part of a special 
Christmas Eve service 
and as we focus on 
the themes of Hope, 
Peace, Joy and Love 
through Christ, we 
are inviting you to 
consider helping share 
how Jesus has been  

    coming into your life 
and giving you Hope, 

Peace, Joy, or Love.  
We would like you to consider  

writing a one-page statement on how  
Jesus is coming into your life based on 
one of the 4 themes and then reading it 
in front of the congregation at one of the 
3 Christmas Eve services (4pm, 6pm, or 
8pm). If you would like to participate, 
please sign up at the office administration 
desk. Pastor Andy has an instruction  
letter and some samples to guide you. 
 

May this Christmas journey and season be 
one that helps you focus on the promises 
fulfilled, to be fulfilled and lived out in 
the knowledge that Jesus is in our lives 
each and every day.  
 

Pastor Andy 
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SERVICES 
Sunday Morning 

8:30am— 

Traditional Worship &  

Children’s Church 
9:45-10:45am— 

Children’s Ministries & Adult 

Bible Studies  
Ten47am— 

Modern Worship &  

Children’s Church 

♦ 
HMONG SERVICES 
Sunday Morning 

9am Choir & Bible Study 
10:45am Worship 

♦ 
 

“CONNECTING  
THE COMMUNITY  
TO CHRIST” 

The Endowment Fund Board used 

some of its available funds to  

purchase a portable LCD Screen 

smart board for the school. The 

school plans to use these in all of 

the classrooms. The funds given to 

the Endowment Fund con�nue to 

help future genera�ons succeed. 

For more informa�on on how you 

can set up your finances to help the 

future of St. Paul Lutheran Church 

and School please contact Jim Pennington at James.Pennington@lfnd.org. 

Financial Highlights October 2019 
Income and Expense 
• The church’s budget looks good this fiscal year but it 

is due mainly to having one less pastor. 

• The school’s enrollment is up this year and they will 
meet their expenses. 

• Reminder—the church and school operate on a fiscal 
year July to June. 

 

Loan Information 
• Loan balance is $1,439,000. 

• Double Down on Debt matching challenge grant of 
$100,000 has been met!!! 

• Just a reminder, the current loan payment is being 
paid out of capital funds and is not currently part of 
the budget. We will have to absorb this back into the 
church budget in the next fiscal year. Payments are 
$9,000 per month. 

 

WINTER EXTRAVAGANZA 
CONCERT 

Thursday, December 12  
at 7:00pm 

Don’t miss this special night of 

performances by our St. Paul  

Beginning Band, Advanced Band, 

Chorus, Drama and Ringing  

Eagles. What a great way to bring 

in the Holidays!  
 

Come support our  
talented students. 

EGGROLL SALE 

The Hmong congregation will be making 
their delicious homemade eggrolls to 

raise funds to benefit the Hmong  
Ministry of Central Florida.  

Order by December 11. Pick up your 
eggrolls Saturday, December 14, from 

2:00-4:00pm in the Fellowship  
Center. $13 per dozen. Order forms are 

available at the Welcome Center. 

Katie’s Ladies 

It’s that time again for our Christmas Party. 
Bring your husband, invite a friend 

December 8th at 5:00pm at  
Ruby Tuesday’s side room.  

RSVP by December 2nd;  
Norma, 314-537-4008 or Linda, 863-248-9839 



CUW Band and Orchestra Concert 

Please make plans to be here on Wednesday,  

January 15
th

 at 7:00 PM for a concert presented by our 

brothers and sisters in Christ, our friends from  

Concordia University, Wisconsin, under the direc�on of 

Dr. Louis A. Menchaca. This is a wonderful opportunity 

to hear and be blessed by this wonderful program in 

the larger body of the Missouri Synod. There will be 

light refreshments a0er the concert as well. We've also 

coordinated for this group to play for, and  

subsequently work with the band students under Mr. 

Bates' tutelage at St Paul Lutheran School.  

Housing is needed that night for these musicians. 

If you are interested in having some college students 

stay at your home, please contact Kristel Lehmker, text 

585-315-8935 or email, kblehmker@gmail.com. 

On behalf of the students of St Paul Lutheran 

School and Concordia University, Wisconsin, thank you 

in advance for your support and for providing such a 

wonderful opportunity. 

HABITS 

Every night, my kids have the same 

rou�ne, or habit. They bath, brush, 

floss, fluoride, and then we put them 

to bed with a special song. Recently, 

one of them was distracted during 

the song, and, contrary to all a>empts to correct him, was 

convinced that we'd skipped the song. He was inconsolable 

un�l I was willing to sing it again, then he went to sleep 

peacefully. Habits can bring comfort and peace, they set our 

expecta�on and bring familiarity and structure to our life. 

Imagine walking into a new church, new habits,  

unknown expecta�ons! That period of learning habits is 

very much a barrier to integra�ng into the local family of 

God, and feeling like you're part of the "in" crowd. One 

thing I'm working on to help with that, is that I've asked our 

tech team to start puBng the "Standing" and "Seated" up 

on the screen recently, to help our guests have a li>le more 

clarity on those pre>y visible habits. My prayer is that as we 

get that ironed out, we can help new family members feel 

like part of the family that much faster. 

What is something you can do, to help turn the  

welcomed into welcomers? 

—Ken Sherman, Director of Music 

BLESS THEIR CHRISTMAS! 
 

The SPL staff has identified about 10 families 
that would benefit from some Christmas 
Blessings! Please consider helping us. What 
do we need? We need gift cards from grocery 
or department stores. We need cash  
donations. We want to bless the families with 
Christmas Dinners. What can you do? Purchase 
gift cards and bring them to the St. Paul office. Note on the envelope 
it’s for “Christmas families.” Make your checks payable to St. Paul 
and in the memo section note “Christmas families.” Put the checks in 
the offering plate or bring them to the church office. Questions?  

Contact the church office, 863-644-7710. 
If you are interested in purchasing gift cards, why not 
buy them from our school SCRIP program. You will 
not only bless a struggling family but will be blessing 

our school children as well. Look for Debby Erdmann on Sunday 
mornings or come to the office during the week. 
 

Deadline for your donations is December 13 

Lakeland Christmas Parade, Thursday, December 5 
St. Paul Lutheran School's PTO is again sponsoring 
a float in the Lakeland Christmas Parade. Look for 
us on a float featuring representatives of our  
wonderful student body. The parade starts at 7pm 
in downtown Lakeland. Hope to see you there! 

We will be delivering food only 

once this month on 
 
Thursday, 

December 19
th

, from 5:30-7pm. 

Volunteers are needed, sign-up 

on line at https://signup.com/

go/ENqTqUL or contact Cheryl 

Taylor, 863-661-6019 / cheryl4tlc@tampabay.rr.com.  
 

����ATTENTION HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS! You can 

earn 5 service hours by volunteering.  

����ATTENTION THRIVENT MEMBERS—Moving Hope 

could benefit from a Thrivent Action Team project. 

Please let us know if you would be willing to initiate 

a Thrivent Action Team project for one of our  

Moving Hope food distributions. (contact the office) 

����NEEDED— Gently used children’s books and  

personal hygiene items to hand out along with the 

food. Please drop off donations at the Welcome 

Center or office.  

����NO MOVING HOPE on December 5
th

 due to the 

Lakeland Christmas Parade. 

 



NEIGHBORHOOD CHRISTMAS STORE 
We have the opportunity once again to give the gift of giving 
by donating new unwrapped toys for ages 0-18 or donating 
money to purchase toys for Parker Street Ministries  
Christmas Store. Parents from an under-resourced  
neighborhood receive the dignity of selecting and purchasing 
gifts for their children at 75% off the retail price. Toys can be 
dropped off in the collection boxes located in the church  
lobby. Gift ideas are at the Welcome Center or you can go 
online to: www.psmlakeland.org/ChristmasStore.  
  

Volunteers are needed to work the store on  
Dec. 13, 6:30-9:00pm. Please contact Nick if  
you would like to help, 863-608-0475 / 
nmoss@stpaullakeland.org. 
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Is it possible for a dog, a chubby little Dachshund to  
be specific, to show humility? We are told in the Scriptures that we 
should be humble, display humility and Luther the Dachshund  
actually does that. How do I know this? I compare Luther to a basset 
hound we had prior to Luther by the name of Magnolia. This dog was 
so full of herself that I actually caught her admiring herself in a mirror 
one day. 

Luther is not that way. As I have said before, Luther hardly ever 
even barks or growls or raises any kind of ruckus. He is a kind little 
spirit that loves his people and tries real hard to do right. He falls 
short sometimes, but don’t we all? Jenny the cat on the other hand, 
being a cat, is not always the picture of humility as we think of it. She 
is every bit as loving as Luther, just more spirited. 

Martin Luther, the Reformer, wrote a great deal about humility 
and what he observed as a Christian is quite interesting in that we 
always think of humility in terms of putting ourselves lower than  
others. 

“The truly humble look not to the result of humility but with a  
simple heart, regard things of low degree and gladly associate with 
them. It never enters their minds that they are humble.” 

Luther continues, “Job 22:29 says ‘He who has been humbled 
shall be in glory; and he who bows down his eyes shall be saved.’ 
Hence honors always come unexpectedly to them, and their exalta-
tion is a surprise; for they have been content with their lowly station 
and have never aspired to the heights. But the falsely humble wonder 
why their glory and honor are so long in coming.” 

And here Luther drives home this concept. “True humility never 
knows that it is humble. For if it knew, it would turn proud from  
contemplation of so fine a virtue. Humility is so tender and so  
precious that it cannot bear to look at its own face. True humility is 
bound to follow where faith is real.” 

“A truly humble man turns into the sort of person who is false to 
no one but has an honest, pure, and sincere heart, approved by faith 
and without hypocrisy before God. He is content with Christ and His 
blessings. He does all his work for nothing; merely to serve others.” 

So when you read in God’s Word about humility, this is what is 
meant. It is all about service to our Father in Heaven. 

If I find I am getting a little too full of myself, all I have to do is 
remember Luther the Dachshund…my little humble buddy. God gave 
him to us for a reason.   

Praise be to God! Have an excellent and blessed Christmas!! 

—Chaplain Pete, Luther and Jenny 

CHRISTMAS CARDS 
For those interested in participating in the church 
Christmas card exchange, look for the BIG red 
mailbox in the Welcome Center. The deadline to 
bring in your cards to church family and friends is 
December 12. We will sort the cards on Friday, Dec. 13 
at 9am in the Conference Room. (Come and help us.) 

 

FEBRUARY 1, 2020,  

10AM-12PM 
We're looking for people with interesting, cool, interactive 
modes of transportation to come and show off their vehicle!  
What we need:  
? Willing to talk and interact with children and family to tell 
about your vehicle  

? Some sort of interactive piece (let children touch, walk 
through, turn on siren, honk horn, etc)  

? Vehicles can include: old car/truck, monster truck, dune 
buggy, helicopter, horse, train, tractor, 4 wheeler, electric 
company truck, SWAT, first responder vehicles  

If you or someone you know would be interested in sharing 
their vehicle for this special event please let us know. Thank 
you for helping make Touch a Truck possible!  
Email: Kelly at kvalk@outlook.com to reserve your spot!  

Discover How God Orchestrates Everything for His Glory 
There are no minor characters in the story of God. Beginning with 
Genesis 12, walk alongside the fathers of our faith—Abraham, 
Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph—to discern Jesus in the stories of His 
people. Over 10 sessions, discover how God orchestrates every-
thing for His glory and the good of His people, and see how the God 
of creation and covenant is the same yesterday, today, and forever. 

Monday Women’s Bible Study 
starting January 13, 2020 

@ 6:15pm Middle School building, Room 102 
Registration forms are available at the Welcome Center. 

GOD OF 
COVENANT 

  
A STUDY OF GENESIS 12-50 

  

JEN WILKIN 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
ADVENT 1 

8:30 WORSHIP 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 BS & CM  
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP 
12:30-3pm HS Youth 

2 
5pm Fall VB League 
6:30 GriefShare 

3 
9am Heritage BS 
10:15 Prayer Group 

6:30 Trustees 

4 
8:25 CHAPEL PK-8 
9:15 CHAPEL ECEC 

5:15 Bells of Joy 
6:30 Advent  
Worship 

6:30 AL-ANON 
7:30 Adult Choir 

5 
7:15am Men's Group 
5:30 PB Rehearsal 
5:30 CancerCare @  

Beef O’Brady’s 
7pm Christmas 

Parade 

6 
 
6-9pm MS Youth 

7 
8am-5pm  

VB Tournament 

8 
ADVENT 2 

8:30 WORSHIP 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 BS & CM  
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP 
5pm Katie’s Ladies 

9 
 

10 
9am Heritage BS 
10:15 Prayer Group 
11:30 Lunch Bunch 

@ Mission BBQ 
6:30 Lay Ministers 

11 
8:25 CHAPEL PK-8 
9:15 CHAPEL ECEC 

5:15 Bells of Joy 
6:30 Advent  
Worship 

6:30 AL-ANON 
7:30 Adult Choir 

12 
7:15am Men's Group 
5:30 PB Rehearsal 
7pm Marty’s Men 

7pm Winter 
Concert 

13 
9am Christmas  

Card Sort 
 
7pm MS Dance 

14 
8:30am Clay Shoot 
 
2-4pm Eggroll 

Pick up 

15 
ADVENT 3 

8:30 WORSHIP 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 BS & CM 
9:45 NEW MEMBER  

WELCOME 
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP 
12:30-3pm HS Youth 

16 
 

17 
9am Heritage BS 
10:15 Prayer Group 
1pm Knitting Ministry 
6:30 School Board 

18 
8:25 CHAPEL PK-8 
9:15 CHAPEL ECEC 

5:15 Bells of Joy 
6:30 Advent  
Worship 

6:30 AL-ANON 
7:30 Adult Choir 

19 
7:15am Men's Group 
5:30 PB Rehearsal 
5:30 MOVING HOPE 

20 
End of 2nd Term 
11:30 SPLS Dismissal 

21 
 

22 
ADVENT 4 

8:30 WORSHIP 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 BS  
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP 
 

23 
 

24 
OFFICE CLOSED 

Christmas Eve  
Worship 

4pm, 6pm, 8pm 
 

25 
OFFICE CLOSED 
Merry Christmas 
10am WORSHIP 

 
 
 
6:30 AL-ANON 

26 
 

27 
6-9pm MS Youth 

28 
 

29 
8:30 WORSHIP 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 BS 
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP 
12:30-3pm HS Youth 

30 
8:30am Chess Camp 
 

31 
8:30am Chess Camp 
 

JANUARY 1 
2020 

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 
CLOSED 

 
6:30 AL-ANON 

2 
7:15am Men's Group 
8:30am Chess Camp 
5:30 MOVING HOPE 

5:30 PB Rehearsal 
5:30 CancerCare @  

Beef O’Brady’s 

3 
8:30am Chess Camp 

4 

JANUARY 
Newsletter articles due. 

CLAY SHOOT GROUP 
Join us for our next Sporting Clay Shoot event on 
Saturday, December 14, at Tenoroc Shooting 

Range, 3755 Tenoroc Mine Rd, Lakeland, at 
8:30am until finished (10:30-11am). Optional lunch 

to follow. There are shotguns for rent or you can 
bring your own (need at least 30 shotgun shells). 
Mark these future Sporting Clay Shoot dates on 

your calendar: January 11, February 8, March 28, 
April 18, May 2, 2020 

NO SCHOOL 
ECEC & EAGLE’S 
CLUB OPEN 

NO SCHOOL—ECEC & EAGLE’S CLUB OPEN 

NO SCHOOL—ECEC & EAGLE’S CLUB OPEN 

Sunday Children’s 
Ministry  

will be on break  
December 22, 29 &  

January 5.  
Classes will resume on  

January 12, 2020. 

NO SCHOOL—ECEC & EAGLE’S CLUB OPEN 

HIGH SCHOOL BEACH RETREAT Jan. 3-5 

Sponsor a poinsettia in honor or 
memory of a loved one. Pick up a 
sponsor sheet at the Welcome 

Center. Cost is $10. Forms due by  
Dec. 15. Poinsettias will be  
displayed in the church  

Dec. 22-29. 
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Christmas at  

St. Paul Lutheran 
 

 

Advent Wednesday Worship 
Dec. 4 – 6:30 PM ~ led by St. Paul Middle Schoolers  
Dec. 11 – 6:30 PM ~ led by Elementary Students  
Dec. 18 – 6:30 PM ~ led by Pre-K & Kindergarten classes  

Advent offerings will go to Moving Hope Inc.  
 

Christmas Eve – Candlelight Services 
Tuesday, December 24 – 4:00 PM & 6:00 PM & 8:00 PM 

 

Christmas Day Worship with Communion 
Wednesday, December 25 – 10:00 AM 

 


