
 

www.stpaullakeland.org 

AUGUST 2019 

We are passionate followers of JESUS, making disciples by eagerly connecting the community with the faith, hope, and love that transforms. 

What i s  Jesus  Up To? 
A couple weeks ago, the Old Testament text from Genesis posed the question to Sarah the wife of 
Abraham, “Is anything too hard for the LORD?” What are you seeing Jesus do in your life? How is 
Jesus moving in the life of your spouse, kids, grandkids, friends and neighbors? This month’s  
newsletter article is going to be bullet points of what I see “Jesus is up to” here at St. Paul.  
 

• An incredible faith-building experience for 31 of our youth at the 2019 National Youth Gathering 
in Minnesota, alongside 25k other youth. The theme was Real. Present. God. And from all  
accounts, the speakers and breakout sessions were so impactful, addressing the issues youth face 
and reminding them that God is real and present right now in their life, the Holy Spirit was  
working amazing things at that event. Ask them about “Carl”! 

• 53 New Members (or as I like to say, DISCIPLES!). 53 new people seeking to know Jesus better, 
sitting at the feet of their Savior and working in God’s kingdom through this place and at this time. 
Another 5 family households have contacted us about becoming members. 

• Baptisms - young’uns and adults! No need to say more!  

• New faces showing up at St. Paul every week. Praise God! 

• Ministry staff working on personal goals for the coming year and charting out ministry paths. 

• Board of Trustees will meet in August to identify and set goals for the ministry staff. It is always 
good to understand what a “win” is and how to measure a win. It helps us all see God at work in a 
clearer manner. 

• Moving Hope, INC Ministry. We have an ever-growing coalition of churches and a few outside 
agencies coming together to help serve people and bring a renewed sense of HOPE and Jesus to 
their life. We have one site set here in Lakeland (funded for a year) to deliver to twice a month and 
a second site ready to go as soon as we have funding. We need about $400 a month to deliver 
twice a month to that area. I had a call from a Haitian pastor in Haines City that reminded me of 
the time Paul had a dream and a man called out to him: "Come over to Macedonia and help us." 
This Haitian pastor said he did not know how he heard of us, but they need food there to help  
people in need. For about $600 a month we could deliver food to the people in Haines City twice  
a month. God is on the move!!! 

• A great VBS program this summer! Lots of kids(308 registered) took advantage of the program 

but also the youth and adult volunteers(70+) were blessed by the experience.  

• Kids from China used our campus and stayed with St. Paul families who brought them to church 

where many, for the first time, heard about Jesus.  

• Parker Street ministry needed us to purchase backpacks and fill them with school supplies and 
supply two uniforms for each backpack recipient. The generosity of this congregation filled 24 
backpacks and provided 48 uniforms after one Sundays announcement! 

• We are working hard at redoing our shut-in and hospital care process to better serve those in need. 
 

Jesus is good. There have been small and big things, but they are all Jesus things! May you look 
around and see clearly how Jesus is working in your life and share with us what you see.  
Nothing is too hard for Jesus!    
          —Pastor Andy Ritchie 



Throughout our world, winds of restlessness bring change to cultural landscapes. 

These conditions are captive to corrupt hearts, leaders or cultural circumstances  

dictating the plight of masses.  

Within the U.S., the debate seems centered on whether ingenuity and capital 

markets are just, or whether the government is obligated to intercede and reallocate 

wealth according to social expediency. Political transformation causes resulting  

innovation that is hotly debated. Does such struggle result in progress or regression? 

Meanwhile, the daily patterns and responsibilities of home-life, work, social,  

emotional and spiritual concerns continue in a dynamic reconstruction cycle. Our 

lives circulate through a daily loop of replenishment or depletion. Although our  

bodies are subjected to the curse of our own refusal to follow God’s will, opportuni-

ties for regeneration and restoration are available from an infinitely kind Spirit. 

Thanks to the work of Jesus Christ in God who formed and redeemed all creation, 

the ever-present comfort of the Holy Spirit is ours. Those who live by faith in God’s 

Word, know that renewal and rebirth result in repair and restoration of the mind, 

body and soul. 

Despite differing motivations, people of faith recognize the undeserved favor  

given to reform their wayward tendencies. This miracle adds luster to the manna of 

time that transforms life’s experience with an inner conversion. Only when God’s  

reinvigoration occurs does a person find the restitution and revitalization that awaits 

in freedom’s Jubilee. 

As summer vacations also provide a time to rejuvenate, it’s also time to consider 

renovating your own plans for when life’s final renewal transforms us to eternal life.  

A ‘Lifetime Plan for Giving’ with a will, trust or beneficiary designations can communi-

cate your intent clearly, signaling a renaissance to rebuild the future.  

Family gifts well planned can regenerate their lives for God’s purposes.  

Renovation that remembers the Lord’s work gives opportunity to leave assets to  

advance the Kingdom of Grace. 

Contact Jim Pennington, SPLC Gift Planning Counselor, at 863-370-0305 or 

james.pennington@lfnd.org, to learn how a trusted charitable guide can encourage 

you to plan and direct your passion to give to loved ones and cherished ministries so 

others might know that the rejuvenation is your hope. 
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SERVICES 
Sunday Morning 

8:30am— 

Traditional Worship &  

Children’s Church 

9:45-10:45am— 

Children’s Ministries & Adult 

Bible Studies  

Ten47am— 

Modern Worship &  

Children’s Church 

♦ 
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Sunday Morning 

9am Choir & Bible Study 
10:45am Worship 
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“CONNECTING  
THE COMMUNITY  
TO CHRIST” 

BABY BOTTLES 

Thank you for participating in the 
Baby Bottle Campaign earlier this 
Spring. There were 22 churches 
who partnered with A Woman’s 

Choice, raising $17,941, of that amount, St. Paul 
raised $3,652. Praise God! If you still have a baby 
bottle at home, please return it to the Welcome 
Center so we can get them back to A Woman’s 

Choice. By returning the bottles, you help keep 
their costs down. 

WORK DAY  
SATURDAY, AUGUST 3 

We NEED you! Getting ready for a new 
school year is an enormous task. While we 
worked all summer on those preparations 
there are still some things that we rely on 
volunteers to assist with. We really need 

another strong contingent of people to get 
things ready for this the 56th year of  

Christian education at SPLS. If you can 
help, come to the office starting at 

8:00am. 



(This ar	cle was emailed to us by Rev. Bill Woolsey, President 

and Founder of FiveTwo Network) 
 

St. Paul Lutheran Church in Lakeland, Florida knew they needed to 

start something new for their brick-and-mortar food bank.  
 

“Grocery chains are not storing a lot of boxed and canned goods  

anymore,” explains Pastor Andy Ritchie.” But there is an abundance 

of fresh food available. … The problem is how you store it at brick 

and mortar.”  
 

That food storage problem drove St. Paul to their solu+on—a  

mobile food bank called Moving Hope which launches in  

September 2019. Taking perishable produce, meats, and dairy  

products directly from the food source to impoverished neighbor-

hoods saves money, helps people who may not have transporta�on 

… and makes an eternal difference!  
 

“We want to be able to form rela	onships that will lead to an  

opportunity, as the Spirit gives, to be able to share Jesus.”  

Having worked with FiveTwo before, Pastor Andy knew he and his 

team needed the StartNew Incubator to successfully launch. And as 

they near the end of training, they’re already seeing fruit!  
 

“It was our team’s first three-day 

training event in StartNew that 

we had to write our elevator 

pitch,” remembers Pastor Andy. 

“And then about nine months 

ago, a guy asked me how’s the 

whole food pantry going. A0er I 

shared, he said, ‘Well, I want to buy you a truck.’” Through that  

elevator pitch, God provided the most crucial part of Moving 

Hope’s ministry that they needed to be mobile—a diesel truck.  
 

One faith-based business, one church, and one ministry at a �me, 

God-given dreams are growing His Kingdom. And He makes miracles 

happen through mission-minded friends like you. Thank you.  
 

Making an eternal difference together,  

   Rev. Bill Woolsey 

HMONG MINISTRY NEWS 
 

Dear St. Paul family, 

As we all know, the first day of school is just 

around the corner. On Saturday, August 3
rd

 at 

8:00am-12:00pm, members from the Hmong 

congrega�on will help clean up and get ready for 

the new school year just as we’ve done in  

previous years. I will also ask Marty’s Men to join 

us if they are available! The areas we will focus 

on cleaning is behind the Athle�c Center, along 

the fence and the camp fire area.  

May God bless our Church and School with a 

frui9ul Year.   Pastor Yang,  

Hmong Mission Pastor in Central Florida 

“You must gain control over your 
money or the lack of it will forever 
control you.” ~ Dave Ramsey 

New class begins  

September 9th 

Sign up at www.daveramsey.com  

College Student Mailing Address 
Please send addresses to Nick Moss 

(nmoss@stpaullakeland.org). 
Even if your college student's address has not 

changed, please send in their address so we can 

confirm. Last year we had over 40 college  

students on our list! We send out 3-4 mailings 

during the school year! In each package we  

include snacks, notes of encouragement, and a 

devotional written by Nick Moss. 
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Have you ever wondered how wise dogs and cats 
are? Our pets seem to have a certain sense about 

things. They can tell when bad weather is coming. They seem to be 
able to tell when we are feeling low and blue. I know they can tell when 
we are sick. They have kind of a sixth sense about them. 

Luther the Dachshund and Jenny the Cat have been staying close 
to my wife Martha as she heals. They seem to keep track of her and 
how she is doing. It’s like God gave these little pets of ours wisdom 
and that might be why dogs especially are called “man’s best friend.” 

As I visit and pray with people, or pray with them on Sunday  
mornings during communion, one of the things I pray for each and 
every person is wisdom. Wisdom to know the answer they are seeking 
from God. Wisdom for those involved in their situations, whether it is 
doctors and nurses or family and friends.  

We so often pray for God to just simply handle our situations and 
He certainly is, but it is in our best interest to also pray for wisdom and 
discernment to know what God’s will is for us. 

Luther tells us, “All the wisdom of the world justly retires before the 
Knowledge of Christ. For what is more wonderful than to have a  
thorough knowledge of Christ? Wonderful and unspeakable is the fact 
that the Son of God assumed a human nature and so lowered Himself 
to be “found in fashion as man.” 

“The Lord, who is Wisdom, that is, God’s Son, who was destined 
to become man, was with him (Joseph). For in his Proverbs, Solomon 
without a doubt calls the Son in Divine essence Wisdom,” adds Luther. 

And then Luther comes to the heart of the matter where man and 
our sin get in our way. “Without Christ your wisdom is twofold folly, 
your holiness and righteousness a twofold sin and blasphemy against 
God.” 

So know that as you are praying for your situation or someone 
else’s, pray also for wisdom for all involved that you might know and 
understand better the ways of God our Father. His ways are not are 
ways and it is to our good that we seek to understand Him who loves 
us so. 

Okay, Luther and Jenny are here with me and I am looking at 
them. I am not seeing great wisdom but I do see sweetness and  
kindness…seems like that is a good start. 

God bless you in the month ahead and thank you for all of the 
prayers, cards and gifts for Martha. She is healing and back at work. 
God has blessed us greatly with our family here at St. Paul. 

Peace,  

—Chaplain Pete, Luther and Jenny 

Back 2 School Bash 
St. Paul Lutheran School Parent-Teacher Organization (PTO) has 
been very busy preparing for our amazing Back to School Bash. It 
will be on Tuesday, August 6th, starting at 5pm until 7:00pm at the 
Athletic Center. Our B2SB gives our St. Paul families an opportunity 
not only to meet each other but also preview and sign up for activities 
offered at St. Paul. It is a great time to learn about each other and 
what our school has to offer. 

Staffing News 
Welcome, Mrs. Michelle Taylor  
We are excited to welcome Mrs. Michelle Taylor 
to the staff here at SPLS. She will be teaching 
Kindergarten across from Mrs. Julie VanWinkle. 
Mrs. Taylor is a veteran teacher who most  
recently taught Kindergarten for seven years at South McKeel 
Academy. We are excited and thankful to have another great 
teacher join our staff. 
 

Mrs. Horsman moves to 2nd 

Grade Level 
Mrs. Leah Horsman started as a teacher aide, 
worked up to PK teacher while completing her 
undergraduate work, and has served the last two years as KA 
teacher. She has done an exceptional job with Kindergarten. 
This spring, we had our best Kindergarten test scores of the 
last nine years under the leadership of Mrs. Horsman and 
Mrs. VanWinkle.She recently successfully completed another 
step in her education and personal growth through the teach-
er colloquy post-graduate course work for Lutheran educa-
tors. This fully qualifies her to be a Commissioned Minister of 
Religion in our denomination. She joins eight other SPLS 
teachers who have this specialized training. 
 

Dr. Oglialoro to Fill Some  

Assistant Principal Roles 

This year, Dr. Kelly Oglialoro, our Early  
Childhood Director, will be assuming some as-
sistant principal duties, including guiding teacher  
in-service, curriculum development, and helping with  
teacher supervision and support. This will be in addition to 
her director duties. 
 

Piano Lab  
It took over a year from start to finish, but we 
have our piano lab set up and ready to go. Mrs. 
Katie Sherman is moving from teaching 2nd 
grade to instructing Piano Lab to elementary 
grades and as an elective for middle school. Mrs. Sherman 
will also be using the new classroom for early intervention 
work with primary level readers. 

Back to School Worship Service  
On Sunday, August 4, we will kick off the new school year 
with a time of worship and praise. Please join us at, our 
ten47am service, as we remember to look back at God's 
blessings while looking forward to his hand guiding and di-
recting during the coming year. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 1 
7:15am Men's Group 
8:30-4pm Teacher  

Meetings 
12pm PTO Teacher  

Lunch 
5:30 CancerCare 

2 
Last Day of Summer 

Camp 
8:30-4pm Teacher  

Meetings 

3 
8am-Noon WORKDAY 
Classroom Clean up 

4 
8:30 WORSHIP 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 Opening 
School WORSHIP 
3-6pm Freshman  

Welcome & HS Kickoff 

5 
8:30-12:30 CPR & 
First Aid Training 
12:30 Staff Lunch 
1pm Staff Meeting 

6:30 Trustees 

6 
10:15 Prayer Group 
5-6pm ECEC & PK 

Open House 
5-7pm B2SB / MS  

Showcase 

 

7 
6:30 AL-ANON 
8:30 YAG 

8 
7:15am Men's Group 

FIRST DAY OF 
SCHOOL 

MS Retreat 
6:30 Katie’s Ladies 
7pm Marty’s Men 
 

9 
MS Retreat 

 
 

10 
 

11 
8:30 WORSHIP 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 NYG  
Thank You Breakfast 

10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP 

12 
 

 

13 
9am Heritage Begins 

11:30 Lunch Bunch 
@ Lings Buffet 

6:30 Lay Ministers 

14 
8:25 CHAPEL K-8 
9:15 CHAPEL ECEC 
9:45 CHAPEL PK 
6:30 AL-ANON 
8:30 YAG 

15 
7:15am Men's Group 
6:30 Theology Pub 
@ Beef O’Brady’s 

16 
 

17 
 

18 
8:30 WORSHIP 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 Berean BS 
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP 

19 
8:30 PTO Auction Mtg. 

 

20 
9am Heritage 
6:30 School Board 

21 
8:25 CHAPEL K-8 
6:30 AL-ANON 
8:30 YAG 

22 
7:15am Men's Group 
9:15 CHAPEL ECEC 
9:45 CHAPEL PK 

23 
6-9pm MS Youth  

Kick-off 

24 
 

25 
 
8:30 WORSHIP 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:30-10:45 TAKE-OFF 

EVENT 
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP 
 

26 
 

27 
9am Heritage 
 

28 
8:25 CHAPEL K-8 
9:15 CHAPEL ECEC 
9:45 CHAPEL PK 
6:30 AL-ANON 
8:30 YAG 

29 
7:15am Men's Group 

30 
8:30am Room  

Parent Coffee 
6-9pm MS Youth 

31 

BS = Bible Study 
CG = Community Group 
CM = Children’s Ministry 
ECEC = Early Childhood  

Enrichment Center 
HS = High School 
MS = Middle School 
YAG = Young Adult Gathering 

SEPTEMBER 
Newsletter articles due. 

UPCOMING BIBLE STUDIES 
The Tuesday morning Heritage Bible Class will 
resume a new study of the “Epistle of James” 
on Tuesday, August 13 at 9:00am.  
 

The Sunday morning Berean Class which  
concluded the study of “Acts of the Apostles” 
will resume a new study on Sunday, August 
18, entitled “Faith Lessons on the Prophets & 
Kings of Israel.”  
 

Both classes are led by Pastor Trinklein and 
meet in the Conference Room. Plan to join us.  

THANK YOU BREAKFAST!  
We want to thank you, our congregation, for supporting 
our High School Youth who attended the National Youth 
Gathering last month in Minnesota.  

We are planning a “Thank You Breakfast” on Sunday, August 11th, between  

services, in the Fellowship Center. At this breakfast you will hear from our youth 
about their experiences.  
Please help us plan for food by indicating on your connect card at church, if 
you plan to attend the “NYG Thank You Breakfast” on Sunday, August 11th 

by writing “NYG Breakfast - #” (how many). Thank you! 
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TAKE-OFF EVENT 
Plan now to take-off with us and learn more about faith growth 
opportunities for you and your family here at St. Paul.  
Be sure to put this special event on your itinerary now.  

Our departure date is  

    (between services) in the Athletic Center.  
 

You will be treated to a sampling of resources and offerings for the 
whole family. Information and sign-ups will be available for 
our Milestones (Baptisms, 3rd Grade Bibles, 1st Communion, 
etc.) as well as Bible Study opportunities. A complimentary 
in-flight breakfast will be served. Come enjoy the Bounce 
Houses as well! This event is geared for all ages, so come help 
us “take flight” into the new school year! 


