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We are passionate followers of JESUS, making disciples by eagerly connecting the community with the faith, hope, and love that transforms. 

Ever hear the saying “Don’t do anything today that you can put off until tomorrow.” I find myself often putting 
things off until another day, especially if they are difficult. Often this leads to more complications, making the task 
even harder and more costly. 

A number of years ago, although I remember it as if it were yesterday, I was putting off car repairs on our 
200,000 mile-plus Honda Civic. Every time I would drive it, the front end would squeak. The noise got worse and 
worse. I continued to put off taking the car to my mechanic.  

So, one morning as I was driving to work, all of a sudden I heard this terrible crashing sound. The front of 
the car dropped to the asphalt and I saw my right front wheel bouncing down the neighbor’s front lawn. It was 
kind of hysterical and terrifying at the same time. It was too late, and now my car had to be towed and the whole 
suspension system replaced instead of just the ball joint. I’m thankful I wasn’t going fast when it happened. 

When you read the Gospels, especially the Gospel of Mark, you see Jesus making the most of every  
moment as he fulfills the work that His Father had given to him. He is purposeful and acts without putting off until 
tomorrow, the work His Father had for Him to do immediately.  

Mark, more than any other book in the New Testament, uses the word “immediately.” He uses it thirty-five 
times in the ESV translation. For example, just in the first chapter he uses this word nine times. 

 
10 And when he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens being torn open and 
the Spirit descending on him like a dove.  

12 The Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness.  
18 And immediately they left their nets and followed him.  
20 And immediately he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired 
servants and followed him. 

21 And they went into Capernaum, and immediately on the Sabbath he entered the synagogue 
and was teaching.  

23 And immediately there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit. And he cried out, 
29 And immediately he left the synagogue and entered the house of Simon and Andrew, with 
James and John. 

30 Now Simon’s mother-in-law lay ill with a fever, and immediately they told him about her. 
42 And immediately the leprosy left him, and he was made clean. 
 

You all know that I have a great concern for those in our community who 
don’t yet know Jesus. They are our neighbors, our family members, our cowork-
ers. Many of them live near our church. I have a great concern for the Church, our 
church and churches across America, that we have lost a sense of immediacy—a 
sense of urgency to get the Gospel out. We should do everything we can to reach 
them, sharing the love of Christ with them while we still have time. Jesus said in 
John 9:4 (ESV) “We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night 
is coming, when no one can work.”  

We have the very best message for the whole world: God loved the whole world, that He gave His only Son 
and that all who believe in Him will have eternal life. Jesus is the light of the world. 

Saturate Lakeland is part of a movement called Saturate USA, (Saturateusa.org) that is being formed by 
many churches across the country. It is an opportunity for our church to be immediately involved with Gospel 
sharing. It will begin in September. More information will be coming. Everyone can be involved at some level with 
prayer, putting the packets together and going door to door to deliver the packets.  

This will be a difficult task, but too important to put off until later. I hope and pray we will all be a part of this 
effort, in Jesus name.  —Pastor Ron Pennekamp 

�  �  �  Saturate Lakeland �  �  �  
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ADVANCEMENT OF THE SPIRIT OF ST. PAUL ENDOWMENT 
FUND GRANT APPLICATION  

KATIE’S LADIES—Our next meeting will be held August 9th at 6:30pm at Ruby 
Tuesdays. All ladies are invited to come and be a part of our group.  
 

KOFFEE KLUTCH—All ladies are invited to join us on Saturday, August 18th from 
12:00-2:00pm (NEW TIME) at the home of Sandy Jones, 6828 Scenic Hills Blvd, 813
-323-2773. Everyone will enjoy an Ice Cream Social and games with appetizers. 

Giving Up ControlGiving Up ControlGiving Up ControlGiving Up Control    
 

Emotional control has constructive and harmful implications. What about giving it up? 
Control can be a virtue associated with good management or stewardship. To manage and control 

expenses, inventory or personnel performance requires discipline and skill that leads to productive 
results. Controlling behavior, for example, can be the difference between protecting or giving fun to 
others, or bringing harm.  

Tendencies to control often manifest character flaws. When people assert themselves to control 
others, or when they attempt to control any situation according to their own interests, such controlling 
can produce undesirable or unintended outcomes. When assertive people are aggressive, dominant or 
even defiant, they demonstrate insecurity or inflexibility; unable to ‘let go’ of their need to control. 

Some people are more passive, submissive or obedient. These people may not want to control 
and often give way to the will of others. They are often peace-makers and can be easier to live with, 
provided they are not passive-aggressive. At times, these people may have difficulty making timely 
decisions and often rely on someone else to determine.  

When people ‘let God’ govern decisions, the fruits of ‘agape’ love fills life.  Human relationships 
require the important of ‘letting others’ control certain situations. Whether we assert ourselves or sub-
mit to others who do, living with such emotional balance can translate into healthy human interaction. 

All mankind will face a time when giving up control will be a common fate for us.  That is why 
Christian stewards confess and receive absolution. That is also why those who live in the ‘here and 
now, live with an eye to eternity.’ We should take time to plan to pass on the earthly grip that we enjoy 
on the wealth we control until others might also share in the blessings of God’s redemptive love. For 
more information, contact Jim Pennington, SPLC Gift Planning Counselor, at 863-370-0305 or 
james.pennington@lfnd.org. 

The Advancement Fund was established to 
provide a source of income beyond the  
operating budget to ensure our congregation’s 
ministries remain strong and effective for many 
years to come. 

The provisions of the Endowment Fund set 
aside up to 5% of the value of specific ministry 
accounts within the Endowment Fund to be 
available for grants during a given year. For 
2018, funds will be available for grants that fulfill 
the purpose of the fund in the amount of $1,000 
from the Academic Enrichment sub-fund  
account. According to the Advancement Fund  
by-laws, the purpose of this sub-fund account is 
to provide financial support of specific academic 
and enrichment programs of the school in order 
to offset the costs for all families. 

The Endowment Fund Board, which was 

established to manage and grow the fund, has 
developed procedures for soliciting and  
processing these grant requests.  

The Board is currently seeking grant  
applications that conform with the purpose of the 
Advancement Fund. If you wish to apply for a 
grant, please submit a completed application 
to the church office by September 15, 2018. 
An application is available at the St. Paul  
Lutheran Church office. The Endowment Fund 
board will review grant applications and forward 
their recommendations to the Church Board of 
Trustees for review and action. Grants will be 
awarded by October 3, 2018. 

This is the first round of grant solicitations. 
In 2017, the Endowment Fund Board awarded a 
total of $1,725 in grants to three recipients for 
tuition assistance.  



Staffing News 
God has been good. We ask and pray for people to 
come our way and they do.  

1st Grade - Mrs. Amber Conner will teach the 1A 
homeroom. Mrs. Conner served us last year as a 
part-time teacher working with Dr. Melody Dobbs. 
When Dr. Dobbs took a position on the faculty at 
Southeastern University, it was a natural thing to 
move Mrs. Conner to the position. We are very  
excited to have her aboard. Mrs. Conner previously 
taught at McKeel Academy and will partner with 
Mrs. Lorie Flores in the other 1st grade room. 

5th Grade - Mrs. Perris Davidson is moving from the 
ECEC 15-month classroom to 5th grade. She is a 
degreed teacher with experience teaching 2nd and 5th 
grade in Polk County Schools. We had long  
expected she would move to the K-8 program when 
an opening occurred and are thrilled for her to 
begin. She will work alongside veteran teacher,  
Mrs. Stephanie Finley. 

Middle School Math - We are happy to announce 
that Mrs. Deena Roberts Porter is excited to serve 
as middle school math teacher this year. She has 
taught math and science in middle school and a 
variety of other courses over the last 10 years at  
St. Joseph Academy in Lakeland. Before that she 
had 10 years of experience working in education 
related fields. 

Other staff news... 
Mrs. Amy Smith has moved from 5th to 2nd grade. 
Mrs. Lorie Flores has moved from 2nd grade to 1st. 
Mrs. Laura Miller will serve as teacher aide to Mrs. 
Leah Horsman. Mrs. Kelley Souther will return as an 
aide to Mrs. VanWinkle. Mrs. Andrea Goodman will 
again be an aide in 1st grade. 

Jackie Jackson is our new front receptionist,  
replacing Debby Erdmann who retired at the end of 
the school year. 

Remaining Need: We are still seeking a qualified 
Christian teacher who will work part-time with our 
piano lab. 

Working on a home improvement project has been tough for me. I could 
do work on the ceiling and walls, but I know I really should start at the bottom. 
And that is something I have been waiting on until a needed part arrives. It is 
tough waiting, but I know if I do other things and then there is a problem at the 
floor level it will get messy and complicated really quickly. So I have to be  
patient. 

This year we are working with children on the process of building up. In 
particular, we want the brotherhood and sisterhood in classrooms and play 
fields to be one filled with encouragement and helpfulness. But with kids, just 
like all other stages of life, asking for something requires some preliminary 
work. You might call this starting at the bottom. 

So, before we expect children to bless each other with kind words and 
encouraging thoughts, we need to help them understand why we do this. We 
need to help them understand how to do this. We need to help them under-
stand that it is not all about them and that we encourage and build up even if 
we feel we are not "getting something" in return. You see, being an encourager 
is not a natural thing for us human beings. Seeing the positive and pointing it 
out is not always our forte. 

So we have to be patient as the Word of God and the wonderful news of 
His grace fills the lives of these children and gives them the why and the how 
of building up. But God is good. And He will work His work in our lives and the 
lives of those around us if we are patient and persistent. 

—In His Children's Service, Robert C. Boyd  
  

Back 2 School Bash 
St. Paul Lutheran School Parent-Teacher  
Organization (PTO) has been very busy preparing for our amazing Back to 
School Bash. It will be on Tuesday, August 7th, starting at 5pm for our new in-
coming parents and 5:30pm for returning parents until 7:30pm at the Athletic 
Center. Our B2SB gives our St. Paul families an opportunity not only to meet 
each other but also preview and sign up for activities offered at St. Paul. It is a 
great time to learn about each other and what our school has to offer. 

  

LET'S HAVE A LUAU! 
Our yearly PTO Auction finances opportunities for our students that 
we would not otherwise be able to provide, including our fun and 
informative B2SB. So, let's BUILD UP our support for this year's 
auction. Consider donating a $20 bottle of wine to our auction “Wine 
Pull” or donate gift cards from Publix and area restaurants for our 

gift baskets. Don't forget to stop by the auction booth at the B2SB for your 
chance to win two tickets to our upcoming auction! (That’s a $100 value!) 

SPLS AUCTION 2018 
OCTOBER 26, 2018 @ 6:00PM 

at The Rocking H Ranch    

Opening Service—St Paul Lutheran Church will welcome the 

new school year with a worship service on Sunday, August 12th at ten47am. All 
school families are welcome as we install new teachers, recommit our returning 
staff, recognize anniversaries and pledge the year to the Lord's service. 



Talks with Luther     Vol. 24 
July 24, 2018 

For Little Luther it has been a quiet summer. 

He has spent most of his time relaxing, 

sleeping and eating. This is what Dachshunds 

do best. The only dog I ever had that was 

more of a couch potato than Luther was our 

Bassett Hound, but even she showed more 

drive than Luther. The only motivation 

through the summer months I witnessed 

was when this seemingly endless line of 

thunderstorms would come through. Luther is absolutely scared to 

death of thunderstorms. The storms come up and Luther heads for 

the bed and under the covers, shaking as he goes. I always feel bad 

for him because like all dogs they have much sharper hearing than 

us and I think this must sound horrendous to him. 

Given this, I got to wondering what Martin Luther wrote about 

fear as a Christian. Many people have asked me over the years if I 

was afraid working in a prison. At first I was. But two things hap-

pened. First, I needed to remember that this was the work God had 

sent me to do and that He would protect me in all things. Secondly, 

through God’s grace, I realized that if I was afraid and it showed, 

the inmates would prey on me like a dog sensing fear in a person.  

So what does Luther say? “Fear wears a man down. Do not be 

so horrified, but plan to be ready if God will have you. When nature 

is not frightened, it can work and digest its food, and there is no 

immediate danger. But when nature takes fright, it cannot digest its 

food, for it is weakened and cast down.” 

So how does this apply to us in our lives? Jesus called us all to be 

disciples and to spread His Word. We are directed by Jesus to  

baptize all nations in the name of the Father, Son 

and Holy Spirit. Jesus wants us to tell everyone the 

Good News! Our mission statement says this: “We 

are passionate followers of Jesus, making disciples 

by eagerly connection the community with the 

faith, hope and love that transforms!” 

But yet, I talk to people that are afraid to 

share the Good News of Jesus’s love and salvation 

for us. They are afraid they will say the wrong 

thing. They fear rejection. They are afraid that 

they do not know enough. The truth of it is that 

you do. You know what to say if you first pray for 

God to give you the words. God will and He does. 

You are forwarding His Kingdom so don’t think for 

a minute that He is not with you. And don’t be 

afraid of God. 

Luther explains it this way: “We must finally 

come to the point, if indeed we are saved, that we 

are not afraid of God; for if we must shy away and 

flee from Him, ah, who shall be our refuge? If He is 

lost, everything is lost.” 

Trust God. He will direct you as you speak to 

others. Know He will fill your mind and heart with 

what He wants others to know and what you know 

to be true. Don’t be like little Luther and go hide 

under the blanket until the storm blows over. 

Know this, there is great joy in telling others 

about Jesus! Experience it and share it! God bless 

you as one of His disciples! Amen! 

—Chaplain Pete & little Luther 

St Paul youth participated in the FL-GA District High School Summer 
Servant Event held in Ft. Myers, back in June. It was a great bless-
ing to the people of Southwest Florida that we served. The 70 youth 
who participated, completed 11 jobs which assisted in fixing homes 
damaged by the hurricane last year, worked in a community garden 
and held a VBS for a local neighborhood. The youth were excited 
about the new experiences they had, how much they were able to 

accomplish, and the difference it made in the lives of others.  

The DCE from Zion Lutheran, Ft. Myers, Tim Richter, shared with us 
that he got to talk to a grandma who had her grandkids at VBS that 
week. She told him that her grandkids, who never go to church, 
called their parents and spent 20 minutes telling them how  

awesome Jesus is and how much Jesus loves them.  

VIRTUAL FLIGHT TO HONOR 
Polk County veterans who are physically 

unable to travel are invited to  

participate in the 3rd Annual “Virtual 

Flight to Honor” to be held on Saturday, October 6th at 

10:30am. The Polk County Veterans Council and  

Cornerstone Hospice and Palliative Care will host the 

event at St. Paul Lutheran Church.  

Honorees will include World War II and Korean War 

veterans as well as any veteran with a condition that 

makes him or her unable to participate in the Yellow 

Ribbon Flight to Honor, a daylong tour of military  

monuments in Washington, D.C.  

During the event, the veterans will watch a video of 

a previous Flight to Honor, professionally shot from the 

veterans’ perspective, which tours the various military 

monuments in our nation’s capital. Additionally, the 

veterans will be honored with a Cornerstone SALUTES! 

and treated to a delicious lunch. 

Veterans can apply to attend the Virtual Flight to 

Honor by contacting Cornerstone Hospice Volunteer 

Specialist and St. Paul member, Pat Gruber at (863) 291-

5567 / pgruber@cshospice.org.  
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
   1 

8am-4pm VB Camp 
6:30 AL-ANON 
8:30 Young Adult  

Gathering 

2 
7:15am Men's Group 
8:30-4pm Teacher  

Meetings 
5:30 CancerCare 

3 
8:30-4pm Teacher  

Meetings 
Last day of summer 

camp 

4 
8am-noon WORKDAY 
Classroom Cleanup 

5 
8:30 WORSHIP 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 CG 
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP 

6 
8:30-12:30 CPR & 
First Aid Training 
12:30 Staff Lunch 
1pm Staff Welcome  

Meeting 

7 
5-6pm ECEC  

Open House 
5-7pm B2SB &  
MS Showcase 

 

8 
6:30 AL-ANON 
8:30 Young Adult  

Gathering 

9 
FIRST DAY OF 

SCHOOL 
MS Retreat 
7:15am Men's Group 

6:30 Trustees 
6:30 Katie’s Ladies 
@ Ruby Tuesdays 
7pm Marty’s Men 

10 
 
 
MS Retreat 

11 
 
 

12 
8:30 WORSHIP 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 CG 
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 OPENING 
SCHOOL WORSHIP 
 

13 
 

14 
11:30 Lunch Bunch 
@ Mission BBQ 

6:30 Lay Ministers 

15 
8:25 CHAPEL K-5 
9:15 CHAPEL PK 
9:45 CHAPEL ECEC 
6:30 AL-ANON 
8:30 Young Adult  

Gathering 

16 
7:15am Men's Group 
6:30 Theology Pub at 

Cob & Pen 
 

17 
 

18 
12-2pm Koffee Klutch  

19 
8:30 WORSHIP 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:30-10:45 TAKE-OFF 

EVENT 
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP 

20 
 

21 
9am Heritage Begins 
10:30 Prayer Group 
6:30 School Board 

22 
8:25 CHAPEL K-5 

6:30 GriefShare 
6:30 AL-ANON 
8:30 Young Adult  

Gathering 

23 
7:15am Men's Group 
9:15 CHAPEL PK 
9:45 CHAPEL ECEC 

24 
7:30am Donuts for  

K-Dads 
 
6-9pm MS Youth  

Kick-Off 

25 
 
 

 

26 
8:30 WORSHIP 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 CG & CM 
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP 
 

27 
 
12pm Esther Circle 
 

28 
9am Heritage 
10:30 Prayer Group 

29 
8:25 CHAPEL K-5 
9:15 CHAPEL PK 
9:45 CHAPEL ECEC 

6:30 GriefShare 
6:30 AL-ANON 
8:30 Young Adult  

Gathering 

30 
7:15am Men's Group 

31 
8:30am Room Parent  

Breakfast 
 

 

SEPTEMBER 
Newsletter articles due. 

CG = Community Group 
CM = Children’s Ministry 
ECEC = Early Childhood Enrichment Center 
HS = High School 
MS = Middle School 
VB = Volleyball 

Find help at GriefShare 
with a friendly, caring 
group of people who will 

walk alongside you 
through one of life’s most difficult experiences. You don’t 
have to go through the grieving process alone. A 13-week 
session will begin on Wednesday, August 22 at 6:30pm in 

the Conference Room. This is a FREE class and each  
session is “self-contained,” so you do not have to attend 
in sequence. Pastor Ron will facilitate this group. Pick up 
a brochure at the Welcome Center in the church lobby.  

If interested, contact Becky:  

bhowell@stpaullakeland.org / 863-644-7710 ext: 423 

ROMANS, the epistle chosen by the Sunday morning Berean 

Class (meets at 9:45am in the Conference Room, beginning August 19), 
summarizes St. Paul’s missionary preaching and teaching and the  
essential emphasis of his evangelical theology.  
Paul teaches us that: 
1. The righteousness of God is not so much about what God is in  
Himself, but about what He gives us in Jesus through faith.  

2. Jesus Christ, God’s Son, brings forgiveness, life, and peace to the 
descendants of Adam, whose sin renders them hostile to God. 

3. Baptism into Christ’s death and resurrection is both the motiva-
tion for our new life of faith and freedom and the source of our 
certainty of eternal life; 

4. the Gospel is our only motive for sanctified living. 

These are key to the real Christian Life. Join us if you can! 

It hurts to      lose someone.  
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TAKE-OFF EVENT 
Plan now to take-off with us and learn more about faith growth 
opportunities for you and your family here at St. Paul.  
Be sure to put this special event on your itinerary now.  

Our departure date is  

    (between services) in the Athletic Center.  
 

You will be treated to a sampling of resources and offerings for the 
whole family. Information and sign-ups will be available for 
our Milestones (Baptisms, 3rd Grade Bibles, 1st Communion, 
etc.) as well as Bible Study opportunities. A complimentary 
in-flight breakfast will be served. Come enjoy the Bounce 
Houses as well! This event is geared for all ages, so come help 
us “take flight” into the new school year! 


