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We are passionate followers of JESUS, making disciples by eagerly connecting the community with the faith, hope, and love that transforms. 

What Is Easter? 

Easter is the celebration of the resurrection of  
Jesus from the tomb on the third day after His crucifix-
ion. Easter is the fulfilled prophecy of the Messiah who 
would be persecuted, die for our sins, and rise on the 
third day. Remembering the resurrection of Jesus is a 
way to renew daily hope that we have victory over sin. 
According to the New Testament, Easter is three days 
after the death of Jesus on the cross. 

Easter follows a period of fasting called Lent, in 
which many churches set aside time for repentance 
and remembrance. Lent begins on Ash Wednesday 
and ends on Good Friday, the day of Jesus' crucifixion. 
The 40 day period was established by Pope Gregory 1 
using the 40-day pattern of Israel, Moses, Elijah and 
Jesus' time in the wilderness. 

The week leading up to Easter is called The Holy 
Week, or "Passion Week", and includes Palm Sunday 
(the day Jesus entered Jerusalem and was celebrated), 
Maundy Thursday (the "Last Supper" where Jesus met 
with his disciples to observe Passover), and Good  
Friday (when Jesus would be crucified on the cross). 

Easter is a very significant date within Christianity 
and is the foundation of the Christian faith. Jesus, the 
Son of God, fulfilled prophecy and through His death, 
has given the gift of eternal life in heaven to those who 
believe in His death and resurrection. 

When did Easter start? 
The earliest Christians celebrated the  

resurrection on the fourteenth of Nisan 
(our March-April), the date of the Jewish 
Passover. Jewish days were reckoned 
from evening to evening, so Jesus had 
celebrated His Last Supper the evening of 
the Passover and was crucified the day of 
the Passover. Early Christians celebrating 
the Passover worshiped Jesus as the  
Paschal Lamb and Redeemer. 

Some of the Gentile Christians began  
celebrating Easter in the nearest Sunday 
to the Passover since Jesus actually arose 
on a Sunday. This especially became the 
case in the western part of the Roman 
Empire. In Rome itself, different congrega-
tions celebrated Easter on different days! 

Many felt that the date should continue to be 
based on the timing of the Resurrection during  
Passover. Once Jewish leaders determined the date 
of Passover each year, Christian leaders could set 
the date for Easter by figuring three days after  
Passover. Following this schedule would have meant 
that Easter would be a different day of the week each 
year, only falling on a Sunday once in a while. 

Others believed since the Lord rose on a Sunday 
and this day had been set aside as the Lord’s Day, 
this was the only possible day to celebrate His  
resurrection. As Christianity drew away from Judaism, 
some were reluctant to base the Christian celebration 
on the Jewish calendar. 

Constantine wanted Christianity to be totally  
separated from Judaism and did not want Easter to 
be celebrated on the Jewish Passover. The Council 
of Nicea accordingly required the feast of the resur-
rection to be celebrated on a Sunday and never on 
the Jewish Passover. Easter was to be the Sunday 
after the first full moon after the spring equinox. Since 
the date of the vernal equinox changed from year to 
year, calculating the proper date can be difficult. This 
is still the method used to determine Easter today, 
which is why some years we have Easter earlier than 
other years. (Taken from www.crosswalk.com) 

    The origins of the celebration of Easter 
are rich with history. Today we celebrate 
as many gather for the feast of the resur-
rection with joyful singing, the reading of 
the scriptural account of the resurrection, 
the preaching of God’s Word and the  
celebration of the Lord’s Supper. It is a 
high and holy time for the Christian 
church. It’s a great time to invite your  
family and friends to listen to the hope we 
have because Jesus rose from the dead. 
    This Easter Sunday and the following 
Sunday we will experience “This is Love.” 
The great love of God forgives our sins 
and the great love of God conquers 
death. May God bless us greatly as we 
gather together this Easter to celebrate 
God’s great love. 



The complexion of earth’s environment 
provides ample reminders of Easter  
Opportunity. As the Sun warms the soil, 
new growth emerges. Like Easter, the 
Springtime season validates a nurturing 
character of God as all life flourishes to 
sustain newness. Nature’s warming cycle 
during the Easter Season in the Northern  
Hemisphere is no accident. 

As the earth tilts toward the Sun, it 
warms and regenerates. For Christians, this 
annual reminder shows us Easter’s  
relevance. What a marvelous confirmation 
to visualize one of God’s most compelling 
examples of renewal. The Creator built 
into His design a tangible plan of hope and 
jubilee, so no one would miss the occasion. 

Sadly, the Great Deceiver convinces 
many that it’s no big deal. Many people 
think and believe that they/we could create 
the same opportunity, ‘counting equality 
with God something to be grasped.’  
Because of such competing commitments, 
the unspotted Lamb was tortured on a 
Cross. This cruelest form of punishment 
ever known to humankind became Easter’s 
resurrection. God’s ancient promise was 
kept and fulfilled. 

Easter’s glow illuminates four key  
Opportunities, or absolutes, that converged 
on Calvary’s Cross. Justice was served as 
the perfect Son of God paid the ransom for 
a fallen world, once and for all. Evil’s head 
was trampled on by a perfect Savior to 
thwart the predominant power of sinful, 
immorality, and hatred. God’s Love was 
the gift to everyone in the Father’s act of 
selfless pain that He incurred to reconcile 
the world to Himself through His Son.  
Forgiveness for all humanity’s mistakes 

 April 2019  .   .    .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .Connecting at St. Paul 

 
Connecting is  

published monthly by  
St. Paul Lutheran Church 

4450 Harden Blvd. 
Lakeland, FL 33813 

stpaul@stpaullakeland.org 
863-644-7710 

 

♦ 
SENIOR PASTOR 

Ron Pennekamp 

♦ 
ASSOCIATE PASTOR 

Andy Ritchie 

♦ 
HMONG PASTOR 

Zong Yang 

♦ 
DIRECTOR OF  

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Nick Moss 

♦ 
DIRECTOR OF VISITATION 

Peter Herbert 

♦ 
PRINCIPAL 

Robert Boyd 

♦ 
EARLY CHILDHOOD 

Dr. Kelly Oglialoro 

♦ 

 

SERVICES 
Sunday Morning 

8:30am—Worship &  

Children’s Church 

9:45-10:45am— 

Children’s Ministries & Adult 

Bible Studies  

Ten47am—Contemporary  
Worship & Children’s Church 

♦ 
HMONG SERVICES 
Sunday Morning 

9am Choir & Bible Study 
10:45am Worship 

♦ 
 
 

“CONNECTING  
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EASTER EGG  HUNT 
We again need your help with donations for our annual Easter Egg Hunt outreach. 
We are asking for bags of either filled eggs (no chocolate) or bags of candy for the St. 
Paul Easter egg hunt on Saturday, April 20. Please drop off donations at the Welcome 
Center by April 14. Volunteers are needed so if you can help, please contact Nick, 
863-608-0475 / nmoss@stpaullakeland.org. 

escorts the opportunity that regenerates hope 
to ‘all nations,’ as the Son’s radiance is  
apportioned to us.  

Easter Opportunity gives us a Full Life. 
The question is, “How does this Opportunity 
affect all of the management decisions that we 
make related to how we listen to His Word, 
how we spend our time, how we serve others 
with our ability and how we share in His  
resources including those we are conduits to 
manage and share with others?” In Christ, the 
opening is abundantly ours, as images and 
conduits of Easter Opportunity! 

Contact Jim Pennington, SPLC Gift  
Planning Counselor, at 863-370-0305 or 
james.pennington@lfnd.org, to learn how a 
fellow believer can help you plan and direct 
your passion to give to your loved ones and 
ministries you care about through your estate 
and financial gift plans. 

Financial Update 
We are currently 8 months into our fiscal year. 
The following information represents the 
church’s financial picture through the end of 
February. 
 

Church Income……..$680,386 
Church Expenses…...$739,261 
Current Shortfall …....$58,875 
 

Please keep the church’s financial issues in 
prayer, and if God leads you, perhaps you 
could increase your giving to help cover this 
shortfall. We are experiencing a decrease in 
income based on the previous year. If you 
have any further questions, please do not  
hesitate to ask. Thank you – Tracy Trinklein 
ttrinklein@stpaullakeland.org / 863-644-7710. 



Through the generous gi of one of our members we have a 

unique opportunity to double our efforts in reducing our debt. 

Every new dollar that is given in new commitments to the Moving 

the Mountain campaign will be matched up to $100,000.  
 

This month we are entering into our last year of our five year  

capital campaign. We have seen God Moving the Mountain of debt but we 

s%ll have 1.6 million dollars of debt remaining. Removing this debt will free 

our church to aggressively pursue our mission of Connec%ng the Community 

to Christ for years to come with the faith, hope and love that transforms.  
 

To assist in this effort, we ask that all of our members simply pray asking God, 

“What would you have me contribute to advance the mission of 

St. Paul Lutheran Church and School.” Each member household 

will receive a le/er of explana%on with a commitment card 

that should be brought to services on our commitment  

                   Sunday, May 5, 2019. 

MUSIC TASK FORCE UPDATE 
We have been busy reviewing resumes 

and doing some preliminary interviews 

for our Music Directory position. Four 

interviews have already taken place 

and we are blessed with some very 

good candidates. We will be narrowing 

our list soon to decide on some in-

person interviews. Please keep praying 

that God will be with us in our search. 

 

The High School Youth would like to 

thank all those who donated towards 

the Rummage Sale. A special thank 

you to everyone who came out and 

volunteered their time to sort, price 

and work the sale. We raised over 

$10,000 for our trip to the LCMS  

National Youth Gathering this  

summer! We have 31 youth going,  

so that is $322 per youth!  

MOVING THE MOUNTAIN 

“For I was hungry and you gave me “For I was hungry and you gave me “For I was hungry and you gave me “For I was hungry and you gave me 
ffffoooooooodddd…………””””    MMMMaaaatttttttthhhheeeewwww    22225555::::33335555aaaa    

Our 7
th

 Annual Feed the Need event was greatly blessed by God! Those who 

a/ended both our SPL services as well as Christ Community Presbyterian and 

Christ Lutheran, were given the opportunity to go and be the hands and feet of 

Jesus as part of their worship by going to Lake Miriam Publix to buy food for 3 

local chari%es: kidsPACK, One More Child & VISTE. Food sales totaled $28,000+!  
 

We wish to thank Publix store managers, Devon Bush and their management 

team who worked with us in planning and facilita%ng this event. Thanks to all 

who helped plan the event and to all our volunteers who worked shis sor%ng 

the dona%ons. PRAISE GOD FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW! 
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It is to me the most wonderful time of the year! We are in the middle of the Lenten season and Easter is coming up on 
us very quickly. I can almost hear some of you saying, Christmas is the most wonderful time of the year…celebrating 
the birth of our Savior, the traditions, the decorations, the endless Christmas movies on the Hallmark Channel…but no; 
to me, the day we celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, is the day that changed history and 

gives us life eternal in Him!  
Luther the Dachshund seems to like every holiday, but I think even he has a special fondness for Easter. Our family gathers  

together on this day and enjoys an Easter feast that rivals Thanksgiving and Christmas. This is what little Luther likes so much. I have 
been tempted every year to dress him up like the Easter bunny, and because my granddaughter Anna Kate is old enough to really love 
it, this may just happen this year if I can get him onboard with the idea. Wish me luck. 

As we gather for Holy Week this year, read the commentary of Martin Luther on this most important time in the church year. 
Luther tells us “With the Resurrection everything has been done: Christ has come and has established His kingdom in the world for 

the sake of the resurrection and the life to come. If, then, the article that is the foundation, cause, and end of all articles of faith is  
overthrown and taken away, all the rest must fall and go down with it. Therefore it is certainly necessary diligently to stress and confirm 
this article. That all human beings who have died and were buried, from the first to the last, are to be raised from death in one moment  
certainly sounds very strange, nay, impossible,” continues Luther. “Therefore reason cannot become reconciled to the teaching that this 
rising is to come about so quickly…and yet in one moment all these are to stand alive before the Last Judgment …. if you ask reason to 
explain this, you will never believe it. But then God will prove His divine power and majesty.” 

“Christ’s resurrection assures us that Him rising from the dead is for us justification through faith alone…St. Paul makes death and 
the grave signify nothing but the taking off and flinging away of the old torn coat (of this life) and the resurrection the putting on of a 
beautiful, new coat called immortality, wrought and woven for us by the victory of Christ.” Luther certainly had a way with words…isn’t 
that just beautiful? 

Again, this is indeed the most wonderful time of the year! Happy Resurrection Day! Happy Easter!! And keep the image of Little 
Luther dressed up as the Easter bunny in your mind! He is Risen! He is Risen indeed! 

    —Chaplain Pete, Luther the Dachshund & Jenny the cat 

Get ready for an African adventure 

that engages the whole herd! Life is 

sometimes wild, but God is always good! 

Roar is a VBS experience where kids discover a ferocious faith 
that powers them through this wild life.  
 

Vacation Bible School is 3 months away! We need a team of  

passionate, focused individuals who will help us share the Gospel 

of Jesus Christ with over 300 children.  

If interested contact Nick at nmoss@stpaullakeland.org. 

CHINESE EXCHANGE STUDENTS 
Education First’s Educational Homestay Program 
(EHP), a non-profit based company in Cambridge, 
MA, is bringing students from China to Lakeland 
this summer to study and practice English and 
experience the American way of life.  
 

Loving families are needed to host Chinese  
students(ages 12-16) for 10 days: July 18-28, 
2019. Host Families are asked to provide a bed, 
meals, and to drop-off/pick-up their EF student(s) 
in mornings and late afternoons at St. Paul  
Lutheran for classes and field trips. If you are  
interested in hosting a student from China, please 
contact: Terri Cullins, Program Leader,  

EF Educational Homestay Programs,  
863-602-8286 or terri4him@yahoo.com. 

HMONG MINISTRY REPORT 

I would like to thank the members of St. Paul for your generous  

support of our Eggroll fundraiser this Spring. We promised to share 

one third of what we earned with the Youth going to the National 

Youth Gathering this summer. We know that without your support we 

would never accomplish the work of the Lord. May God bless you all. 

Pastor Yang 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

1 
5pm Spring VB 
 

2 
9am Heritage 
10:15 Prayer Group 

6:30 Trustees 

3 
8:25 CHAPEL K-8 
9:15 CHAPEL ECEC 
9:45 CHAPEL PK 
5pm Bells of Joy 
6-8pm Confirmation 
6:30 AL-ANON 
6:30 LENT WORSHIP 
7:30 Adult Choir 
8:30 YAG 

4 
7:15am Men's Group 
5:30 CancerCare 
6pm Church Properties 

5 
6-9pm MS Youth 
Marriage Workshop 

7-9pm 

6 
 
Marriage Workshop 

9am-4pm 

7 
8:30 WORSHIP 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 CG & CM 
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP 
 

8 
9am Circuit Pastors  

Meeting 
5pm Spring VB 
 

9 

9am Heritage 
10:15 Prayer Group 

11:30 Lunch Bunch 
@ Sonny’s BBQ 

6:30 Lay Ministers 

10 
8:25 CHAPEL K-8 
5pm Bells of Joy 
6-8pm Confirmation 
6:30 AL-ANON 
6:30 LENT WORSHIP 
7:30 Adult Choir 
8:30 YAG 

11 
7:15am Men's Group 
8:15 PTO Meeting 
Volunteer Breakfast 
9:15 CHAPEL ECEC 
9:45 CHAPEL PK 
6:15 Katie’s Ladies 
7pm Marty’s Men 

12 
6pm MS Lock-In 

13 
9am MS Lock-In ends 
9-11 Sport Clay Shoot  

@ Tenoroc 

14 
PALM SUNDAY 
8:30 WORSHIP 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 CG & CM 
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP 
 

15 
 

5pm Spring VB 
 

16 
9am Heritage 
10:15 Prayer Group 
1pm Knitting Ministry 
6:30 School Board 
 

 

17 
8:25 CHAPEL K-8 
9:15 CHAPEL ECEC 
9:45 CHAPEL PK 
4pm PK Dad’s Night 
5pm Bells of Joy 
6:30 AL-ANON 
6:30 Adult Choir 
8:30 YAG 

18 
7:15am Men's Group 

 
 

7pm MAUNDY 
THURSDAY  
WORSHIP 

 
 

19 
NO SCHOOL 

Church Office open 
until 12pm 

7pm GOOD FRIDAY  
WORSHIP 

20 
10am EASTER EGG 

HUNT 
 
 
 

 

21 
EASTER SUNDAY 
7am WORSHIP 
9am WORSHIP 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
10:45 Hmong Worship 

11am WORSHIP 
 

22 
CHURCH OFFICE 

CLOSED 
NO SCHOOL 

ECEC & Childcare 
OPEN 

 
5pm Spring VB 
 

23 
9am Heritage 
10:15 Prayer Group 
5pm Endowment 
6pm NJHS Induction 
 

24 
8:25 CHAPEL K-8 
5pm Bells of Joy 
6:30 AL-ANON 
6:30 Adult Choir 
8:30 YAG 

25 
7:15am Men's Group 
9:15 CHAPEL ECEC 
9:45 CHAPEL PK 
7pm Spring Concert 

26 
11:30 K-Dad’s  

Picnic 

27 
4pm Wedding 
6pm Confirmation 
Dinner & Practice 
 

28 
CONFIRMATION 
8:30 WORSHIP 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 CG & CM 
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP 
12-5pm Flight to Honor  

Orientation 

29 
 
5pm Spring VB 

30 
9am Heritage 
10:15 Prayer Group 

  
  

CG = Community Group 
CM = Children’s Ministry 
ECEC = Early Childhood  

Enrichment Center 
HS = High School 
MS = Middle School 
VB = Volleyball 
YAG = Young Adult  

Gathering 

MARRIAGE WORKSHOP APRIL 5 & 6 

The Seven Principles Workshop for Couples  

This educational workshop is designed to help  
couples improve their friendship and conflict  

management skills. Presenters are John and Tracey 
Crawley from Newport News, Virginia. 

MAY 
Newsletter articles due. 

SYNOD CONVENTION NEEDS VOLUNTEERS 
We have a very unique, once in a lifetime opportunity this year. The 67th National Convention of the Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod will be held in Tampa, FL, July 20-25, under the theme “JoyFully Lutheran.” It is quite a 
privilege and an honor, and we certainly want to be a welcoming and accommodating District for this event! The 

organizers from the LCMS are looking for individuals who may have time and availability to volunteer for the convention. If you are interested, go 
to our website, www.stpaullakeland.org and click on the scrolling “JoyFully” logo. You will find a sign-up with descriptions of volunteer needs. If 
you have a question about any of these opportunities, contact our local coordinator, Mrs. Liz Pfeffer epfeffer@HNTB.com / 813-477-8758. 
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Maundy Thursday 

with communion 

April 18 @ 7pm 
 

Good Friday 
April 19 @ 7pm 

 

Easter Egg Hunt 
April 20 @ 10am 

 

Easter Services April 21 
with communion 

7am  &  9am  &  11am 


