Doing the Word
Session Three

Hear. Believe. Do.

Connect. Care. Change.
Term: Jan/Feb, 2018
3 of 3 Studies
To respect the rest of the group, and especially the host and leader, lets all try
not to miss a meeting.
 Our Annual Missions Banquet is coming up in a few weeks (Feb 23 & 24)
⇒ We attempt to raise our entire missions budget on this weekend.
⇒ Why not plan to attend as a small group?
rd

1. Crowd-breaker (15min) [Leaders, please don’t skip this.]
•

Share a time when you did something you knew you had to do,
but didn’t feel like doing. How did you—or do you—feel when you
do the things that are necessary.

2. Video (5 min) Watch Session 3 Do the Word.
3. Introduction
Adam and Eve decided to believe The Father of Lies rather than The
Heavenly Father. They ate the forbidden fruit, plunging the human race
into unimaginable destruction, despair and separation from God. Doing
God’s will has always been at the very centre of our faith; we would say
it's the evidence of our faith.
Jesus came teaching us to do the Father’s will every time, all the
time. In fact, Jesus said that For I have come down from heaven to do
the will of God who sent me, not to do my own will. (John 6:38) And, Then
Jesus explained: "My nourishment comes from doing the will of God, who
sent me, and from finishing his work. (John 4:34) Jesus even taught us
to pray, “Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”
James has lots to say about faith and doing God’s will. “What good is
it, dear brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but don’t show it by
your actions? Can that kind of faith save anyone? Suppose you see a
brother or sister who has no food or clothing, and you say, “Good-bye
and have a good day; stay warm and eat well”—but then you don’t give
that person any food or clothing. What good does that do? (James 2:1416) You say you have faith, for you believe that there is one God. Good for
you! Even the demons believe this, and they tremble in terror. How
foolish! Can’t you see that faith without good deeds is useless? (v19-20)

For this reason we continue to pray and read the Bible, and then in
faith we act out exactly what he tells us to do, like forgive, give, love
and tell our friends and the whole world about Jesus, etc.

4. Scripture

Read: James chapter 2

Leaders, only assign paragraphs to those who like to read.

5. Discussion (45 min)
1. Based on your knowledge of scripture and what you have
been taught, in rapid-fire fashion, share some of things you know
you need to do as a Christian. Try to be specific. Don’t just say
“love each other,” define what you mean.
2. James is clear that faith—and talk about being a Christian—is
empty if it is not accompanied by good deeds.
• Do you think we are good at caring for and sharing with
those in need?
Our missions banquet is coming up soon. We are asking our
Church to get on board and help us to raise the money we need
to meet our ministry goals in Burundi. We are called to go to the
world! We are asking our Church to make a yearly donation of
$70 in order to fulfill the task and the command of Christ.
⇒ When we think of how little the Burundians have, is this
asking a lot? Discuss.
⇒ What can we do to help our people understand their duty
(and the great need)?
3. Jesus makes it clear that we are to imitate Him. Read John
13:12-17. For this reason, we try to teach people what it means
to imitate Jesus (we call it the 7 Habits).
• What does it mean to serve one another in 2018?
• Why is it difficult to do this?
• Jesus speaks about the blessing that comes from
imitating Him. Discuss how we are blessed when we do.
4. How determined are you to do God’s will according to the
prayer of Jesus? (Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”)
• Discuss your struggle.
• Why is it important to daily pray this prayer of surrender
and of asking for His help in doing His will?

6. Prayer time (not everyone has to pray out loud.)
Fellowship and Snack

