
 

Welcome back! To respect the rest of the group, and especially the host and 
leader, lets all try not to miss a meeting. 
• Our Annual Missions Banquet is coming up: Feb 23 & 24. 

o Why not plan to attend as a small group? 
 
1. Crowd-breaker (15min) [Leaders, please don’t skip this.] 

• Share a time in your life when you took instruction and things 
turned out well for you. OR, share a time when you refused to 
take advice and you suffered the consequences. 

 

2. Video (5 min)  Watch Session 1: Hearing the Word. 
 

3. Introduction 
     Ever since Genesis 3, Satan’s strategy has been to deceive and 
make us feel dissatisfied. He emboldens us to reject God’s Word—His 
instruction---and pursue our own will.  Adam and Eve decided to 
believe The Father of Lies rather than The Heavenly Father, plunging 
us into unimaginable destruction, despair and separation from God. 

 

     The Apostle Paul warned his young apprentice Timothy with these 
words concerning the world, our lusts and Satan:  
     But evil people and impostors will flourish. They will deceive others 
and will themselves be deceived. 
     But you must remain faithful to the things you have been taught. 
You know they are true, for you know you can trust those who taught 
you. You have been taught the Holy Scriptures from childhood, and 
they have given you the wisdom to receive the salvation that comes 
by trusting in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is inspired by God and is 
useful to teach us what is true and to make us realize what is wrong 
in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do 
what is right. God uses it to prepare and equip his people to do every 
good work.  2 Timothy 3:13-17 
 

     Jesus tells us to “love the Lord your God with all of our heart, mind, 
soul and strength. And so begins our 3-week study by discussing how 
to love God with our minds. We love God when we engage our minds 
with His Word. He says, “Come, let us reason.” 

4. Scripture    Read: Psalm 119:1-40  
Leaders, only assign paragraphs to those who like to read. 

 

5. Discussion (45 min)   
 

1. With your Bibles open to Psalm 119, look at it again and 
share with the group the verse or verses that jumped out to 
you. Why are these verses so meaningful to you? 
(Note: there are all kinds of synonyms for “Bible”: Law, instruction of the Lord, 
decrees, commandments, Word, regulations, promises, scriptures, etc.) 
 
2. The Psalmist recommends that we memorize the Word of 
God. I have hidden your word in my heart, that I might not sin 
against you. –Psalm 119:11 

• Have you ever memorized scripture? Can you recite a 
verse by heart? Take turns sharing. 

• Would you be interested in a memorization program? If 
yes, please take home the insert and start memorizing. 
o We have prepared 20 Passages you should know. 

 
3. What are some of the reasons we should pray, asking for 
God’s help in understanding His Word? 

Open my eyes to see the wonderful truths in your instructions.  
–Psalm 119:18 

 
4. Paul tells us that we have the one who is born again has the 
mind of Christ. Read 1 Corinthians 2:6-16.  

• Discuss what it means to have the mind of Christ. 
• How do the Holy Spirit & scripture shape the mind of Christ 

in us? 
 
5. Discuss what it means to love God with your mind.  
 And you must love the LORD your God with all your heart, all your 
soul, all your mind, and all your strength.’ –Mark 12:30-31 

• Why is it important to read your Bible daily? 
 
6. Prayer time not everyone has to pray out loud.  

 
Fellowship and Snack 

 
 

NOTE: next week, the week of Feb 4, please plan to meet in your small 
groups as per usual. The BIG small group gathering has been postponed! 

 

Hearing the Word 
Session One 

 
Hear. Believe. Do. 

Connect. Care. Change. Term:  Jan/Feb, 2018          1st of 3 Studies 


